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MARCHANT, Printean, Ingram-Court, Fenchurch-Street. 


PREFACE 


FIRST EDITION. 


Tue great approbation with which so polite a 
nation as France has received the Satirical and 
Burlesque Dictionary of Monsieur Le Roux, 
testified by the several editions it has gone 
through, will, it is hoped, apologize for an 
attempt to compile an English Dictionary on a 
similar plan; our language being at least as co- 
pious. as the French, and as capable of the witty 
equivoque; besides which, the freedom of thought 
and speech arising from, and privileged by,. our 
constitution, gives a force and poignancy to the 
expressions of our common people, not to be 
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found under arbitrary governments, where the 
ebullitions of vulgar wit are checked by the fear 
of the bastinado, or of a lodging during asia 
in some gaol or castle. 
The many vulgar allusions, and cant expres- 
sions that so frequently occur in our common 
conversation and periodical publications, make 
a work of this kind extremely useful, if not ab- 
solutely necessary,. fot only to . foreigners, but 
even to natives resident at a distance from the 
Metropolis, or who do not mix in the busy © 
_ world: without some such help, they might hunt 
through all the ordinary Dictionaries, from Alpha 
to Omega, in:search of the words,’ “ black legs, 
** Jame dack, a, plumb, -malimgeror, nip “cheese, 
“ .dgrbies} and::the new drop,” although these 
are. all terms .of, well-known import ‘at: ‘New- 
market, Exchange-alley, the City, ‘the on 
Wapping, and Newgate. i. °°. 3 
. The fashionable words,:or.favourite expressions 
of the day,, also, find their:way ‘into. our political 
and theatrical compositions :.. thése, as they gene- 
Tally :originate ; from some tiifling event, ‘or tem- 
porary circumstance, om falling into . disuse, or 
being superseded by new: ones; ¢anish without 


FIRST EDITION. vin 


leaving a: trace behind. Such were the: late 
fashionable words, a dore and a twaddle, among 
the great valgar; maccarons ahd the barber, among - 
the small: bate too, are here ——— regis- 
tered. w 38 Oe 

The Vulgar oe consists of two parts ;: the 
first is the Cant’ Language, called somietimes 
Pedlars French, or St. Giles’s Greek; the second, 
those burlesque phrases, quaint allusions, and 
nick-names for persons, things, and places, which, 
from long uninterrupted usage, are made classical 
by prescription. 

Respecting the first, that is, the ani lan- 
guage, take the account given of its origin, and 
the catastrophe of its institutor, from Mr. Har- 
rison’s Description of England, prefixed to Hol- 
lingshead’s Chronicle; where, treating of beg- 
‘gars, gypsies, &c. he says, “ It is not yet fifty 
‘“‘ years sith this trade began: but how it hath 
“ prospered sithens that time, it is easy to judge; 
“ for they are now supposed, of one sexe and 
“ another, to amount unto above ten thousand 
‘¢ persons, as I have harde reported. More- 
“ over, in counterfeiting the Egyptian roges, they 
‘‘ have devised a language among themselves, 


‘ 


viii PREFACE TO THE 


« which they name Canting, but others Pedlars 
* French, a speache compact thirty years since 
‘ of English, and a. great. number of odde 
“ words of their own devising, without all order 
‘ or reason; and yet such it is, as.none but 
‘¢‘ themselves are able to understand. The first 
‘¢ deviser thereof was hanged by the neck, asa 
« just reward, no doubt, for his desartes, and a 
“common end to all of that profession. 

‘A gentleman (Mr. Thomas Harman) also . 
‘¢ of late hath taken great painesto search out the 
‘“‘ secret practizes of this ungracious rabble ; and, 
“ among other things, he setteth down and de- 
‘< gcribeth twenty-two sorts of them, whose names 
‘‘ it shall not be amisse to remember, whereby 
‘“ each one may gather what wicked people. they 
“ are, and what villany remaineth in them.” 

For this list see the word Crew.—This was the 
origin of the cant language; its terms have beea 
collected from the following Treatises :— 

The Bellman of London, bringing to light the 
most notorious villanies that are now practised 
in the kingdom. Profitable for gentlemen, law- 
yers, merchants, citizens, farmers, masters. of 
households, and all sorts of servants, to marke, 


FIRST EDITION. ix 


and. delightfull for men to reade.—Lege, Perlage, 
Relege.—1608. | 
Thieves falling out, true men come by their 
goods.—1615.. ss 
English Villanies, seven severall times sia to 
death by the printers ; but (still reviving .againe) 
are now the eighth time (as the first) discovered 
by lanthorne and candle-light: and the help of a 
‘new cryer, called Q-per-se O ; whose loud voyce 
proclaims, to all that will hear him, another con- 
spiracy of abuses lately plotting together, to hurt 
the peace of the kingdom; which the bell-man 
(because he ther went stumbling i'th’dark) could 
never see till now ; and because a company of 
rogues, cunning canting gypsies, and all the 
scumme of our nation, fight under their tattered 
colours. Atthe end is a canting dictionary to 
teach their language, with canting songs. A 
booke to make gentlemen merry, citizens warie, 
countrymen carefull; fit for justices to reade 
over, because it is a pilot by whom they may 
make strange discoveries.—London, 1638. 
Bailey’s and the new Canting Dictionary 
have also been consulted, with the History of 
Bamfield More Carew, the Sessions Papers, and 
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other modera authorities: As many of. these 
terms are still professionally used by our present 
race of free-booters of different denominations, 
who seem to have established a systematical 
manner of carrying on their business, a know- 
ledge of them may therefore be useful to gentle- 
men in the commission of the peace. — 

The second part, or burlesque terms, have 
been drawn from the most classical authorities; 
_ gach -as soldiers on the long march, seamen at 
the capstern, ladies disposing of their fish, and 
the colloquies of. a Gravesend-boat. 

‘Many heroic sentences, expressing and incul- 
cating.a contempt of death, have been caught 
from the mouths of the applauding populace, | at- 
tending those triumphant processions up Holborn+ 
hill, with which many an unfortunate hero till 
lately finished his: course; and- various. choice 
flowers have been collected at executions, as 
well those authorised by-the sentence of the.law, 
and performed under the direction of the. sheriff, 
as these inflicted under the autharity and inspec- 
tion of that. impartial and summary tribunal, 
called the Mob, upon the pickpockets, informers, 
or other unpopular criminals. . 
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- in the course of this work: many: ludicious 
games and customs are explained, which.are:-not 
to be.met with in any: other books the sucoeysion 
of the. finishers. of the law, the abolition. of the 
trrumph or. ovation.of Holborn-hill, with. the..in‘ 
troduction .of the present: mode of -execittion at 
Newgate, are chronologically ascertained ; points 
of great importance to both the present and 
future compilers of the Tyburn Chronicle. 

To prevent any charge of immorality being 
brought against this work, the Editor begs leave 
to observe, that when an indelicate or immodest 
word has obtruded itself for explanation, he has 
endeavoured to get rid of it in the most decent 
_ manner possible; and none have been admitted 
but such as either could not be left out without 
rendering the work incomplete, or in some mea- 
sure compensate by their wit for the trespass com- 
mitted on decorum. Indeed, respecting this mat- 
ter, he can with great truth make the same de- 
fence that Falstaff ludicrously urges in behalf of 
one engaged in rebellion, viz. that he did not 
seek them, but that, like rebellion in the case 
instanced, they lay in his way, and he found 
them. 
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‘Fhe Editor likewise begs leave to add, that 


if he:has had the misfortune to run foul of the | 


dignity of any body of men, profession, or trade, 
it is totally contrary to his intention; and he 
hopes the interpretations given to any:particular 
terms that may seem to bear hard upon ‘them, 
wilt not be considered as his sentiments, but-as 
the sentiments of the persons by whom such 
terms were first invented, or those by whom they 
are used. | 
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SECOND EDITION. 


THE favourable reception with which this Book 
was honoured by the Public has encouraged 
the Editor to present a second edition, more cor- 
rectly arranged, and very considerably enlarged. 
Some words and explanations in the former 
' edition having been pointed out as rather indecent 
or indelicate, though to be found in Le Roux, and 
other Glossaries of the like kind, these have been 
omitted, . softened, or their explanations taken 
from books long sanctioned with general apEro 
bation, and. admitted into the seminaries for, the 
education of-youth—such as Bailey’s, Miege’s, 
or Philips’s Dictionaries ; so that it is hoped this 
work will now be found as little offensive to de- 
licacy as the nature of it would admit. 

A list is here added of such books as have 
been consulted for the additions. 
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CANTING ACADEMY; 
VILLANIES DISCOVERED: 


WHEREIN ARE SHEWN 


The Mysterious and Villanous Practices of that Wicked: 
Grew, ‘commonly known by the Names of 


HECTORS, TRAPANNERS, .GILTS, &c. 
With several NEW CATCHES and SONGS. 


COMPLEAT CANTING DICTIONARY, 


Fol BOTH OF $2 an 


Old Words, and such as are vow most in Use. 


‘A: Book. very. aseful and necessary. (to be sta but | 
ote ois at Ok practised) for.all People. . : 


. THE © SECO ND EDITION: 


LONDON; ” 


Printed by F. Leacu, for Mat. Drew; and are to be 
Sold by the Booksellers. _ , 


N.B. The Dedication is signed R. Heap. 


ae; PREFACE TO THE 


HELL upon EARTH; 
: OR THE MOST PLEASANT AND re 


a ee 2. ee 


OF 


WHITTINGTON’ S COLLEDGE; 
OTHERWISE (VULGARLY) CALLED a 


NEWGATE. — 


Giving an Account of the Humours of those Cor-. 
LEGIANS who are strictly examined at the O.p 
Batty, and take their highest Degrees 
near Hype Park Corner. 


Being very useful to all Persons, either Gentle or Simple, 
in shewing them the Manner of the RosseEriEs and 
Cueats, .committed by Villains on the Nation; 
whereby they may be the more careful of being 
wronged by them for the future. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED IN THE YEAR 1703. 
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| THE 
SCOUNDREL’S DICTIONARY; 


OR, AN 


EXPLANATION 


OF THE 


CANT WORDS used by THIEVES, HOUSE- 
BREAKERS, STREET ROBBERS, and 
PICKPOCKETS about Town. 


Some Curious Dissertations on the ART 
of WHEEDLING, 
Collection of their FLASH SONGS, with a 
PROPER GLOSSARY. 


The whole printed from a Copy taken on one of their Gang, 
in the late Scuffle between the Watchmen and a Party 
of them on Clerkenwell Green; which Copy is now in 
the Custody of one of the Constables of that Parish. 


LONDON: 
Printed for J. BRowNNELL, in Pater-noster-row. 
M.DCC.LIV. 
, [Price Sixpence.] 
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~ tu at 


Few, if ‘any, remarks, I trust, will be deemed ne- 
cessary? ‘after the preceding Preraces, in which 
the utility of such a Dictionary has been so- 
clearly pointed out ; and, after the care observed, 
in every instance, towards expunging coarse and 
broad expressions, where if could be done, with- 
out Srittering away the spirit of the work. In 
the present edition, for myself, I have ‘strongly 
to<re-echo the sentiments of the former editors, 
namely, that 1 have neglected no opportunity 
of excluding ‘indelicate phrases, which might 
have been adopted by my predecessors, nor of 
b 2 


U 
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softening down others, where propriety pointed out 
such a course as not only necessary, but, perhaps, 
essential to render palatable this Cuassicau Dic- 
TIONARY OF THE VULGAR ToncueE. At all events, 
if any apology is requisite, the subject in question 
must be viewed ‘as. a compilation of sentences col- 
lected from the lower walks of society, in which a 
scrupulous attention to nicety of expression is 
neither expected x nor looked for, the persons al- 
luded to, from .whose lips they have escaped, 

not being ‘“‘ partiklar as to a shade” in colouring 
their dingo, or in displaying their taste for erudition 
—their only object being effect. 

The above argument has been so well handled 
by. a celebrated poet,” and is so a-propos, that 
I cannot. elucidate the subject better than by, 
quoting his remarks :—‘* With respect to- that 
‘ peculiar language, called Flash or St. Giles’s 
es Greek, in which Mr. Crip’ 8 Memorial and the, 
other articles i in the present volume are written, 
ie I beg to trouble the reader with | a few observa+ 
tions. As this expressive language was origi- 
“ee nally invented, and is still used, like the. 


. * Thomas Moore. 
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cipher of the diplomatists, for purposes of 
secrecy, and as a means of eluding the vigi- 
lance of a certain class of persons, called, 
Jlashicé, Traps, or in common language, Bow- 
Street-Officers, it is subject of course to con- 
tinual change, and is perpetually either alter- 


‘ ing the meaning of old words, or adding new 


ones, according as the great object, secrecy, 
renders it prudent to have recourse to such in- 
novations. In this respect, also, it resembles 
the cryptography of kings and ambassadors, 
who, by a continual change of cipher, contrive 
to baffle the inquisitiveness of the enemy. But, 
notwithstanding the Protean nature of the 
Flash or Cant language, the greater part of 
its vocabulary has remained unchanged for 
centuries, and many of the words used by the 
Canting Beggars in Beaumont and Fletcher, 
and the Gipsies in Ben Jonson’s Masque, are 
still to be heard among the Guostics of Dyot- 
street and Tothill-fields. To prig is still to 
steal; to jib, to beat; dour, money; duds, 
clothes ; prancers, horses; bouzing-ken, an 
alehouse; cove, a fellow; a sow’s baby, a pig, 
&c. &c. There are also several instances of 
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66 


the same term, preserved with a totally diffe- 
rent signification. Thus, to mill, which was 
originally ‘ to rob,’ is now ‘to beat or fight ;’ 


-and the word rum, which, in Ben Jonson's 
tame, and even so late as Grose, meant fine 
and good, is now generally used for the very 


opposite qualities;.as, ‘ he’s but a rum one,’ 


_&c.. Most of the Cant phrases in Head’s 


English Rogue, which was published, I believe, 
in 1666, would. be intelligible. to a Greek of 
the present day ; though it must be confessed 
that the Songs which both he and Dekker have 
given would puzzle even that ‘ Graie gentis 
‘decus,’ Caleb Baldwin, himself. For :in- 
stance, one.of the simplest begins, | 


‘« Bing out, bien Morts, and toure and toure, 
‘‘ Bing out, bien Morts, and toure : 
~ © For all your duds are bing’d awast; 
€ The bien Cove hath the loure. 


“ To the cultivation, in our times, of the 
science of Pugilism, the Flash Language is 
indebted for a considerable addition to its 
treasures. Indeed, so impossible is it to de- 
scribe the operations of THE Fancy without 
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‘*‘ words of proportionate energy to do justice 
** to the subject, that we find’Pope and Cowper, 
“in their translation of the Set-to in the had, 
“ pressing words into the service which had 
“seldom, I think, if ever, been énlisted into 
“‘ the ranks. of poetry before. Thus Pope, 


*¢ Seeure this hand shall his whole frame confound, 
‘** Mash all his bones and all his body pound. 


Cowper, in the same manner, translates xowe 
o ae ee xapniov, ‘ pash'd him on the cheek ;’ 
and, in describing the wrestling-match, makes 
“ use of a term, now more properly applied to 
“a peculiar kind of blow,* of which Mendoza 
‘‘ is supposed to have been the inventor. 


“e Then his wiles 
« Forgat not he, but on the ham behind 
“* Chopp’d him.” 


As this work is a classical one, I hope Mr. 
Hazlitt will not be offended by my quoting his 
opinions upon the subject, “ What we under- 


aw x6 A ae is a blow struck on the face with the back 
. of the ha — Boxiana, vol. ii. p. 20. 
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*: standby cantor :slang .phrases:-—To -give an _ 
“t example of whatiis not very clear in the gene- 
“: ral statement. I should say that the. phrase 
“*. Tocut:with a knife, or To cut.a piece of wood: 
‘‘;.1s perfectly -free ‘from. vulgarity, because ‘it. is 
“ perfectly. coniuion:., but to, cut:an acquaintance 
‘‘ is not quite unexceptionable, because it is not 
a perfectly common or intelligible, and has’ hard- 
“ ly yet escaped out’ of the limits of ‘slang 
i phraseology. I should hardly therefore use 
as the word in this sense without putting it in 
“ italics as a license of expression, to be received 
. cum grano, salis. All provincial or bye-phrases 
« come under the same mark of reprobation—all 
a such as the writer transfers to the page from 
“ his fire-side or a particular coterie, or that he 
‘ invents for his own sole use and convenience. 
“ I conceive that words. are; like money, not the 
“ worse for being common, but that’ it is the 
‘‘ stamp of custom alone that gives them circula- 
“ tion: or value.”—* The’ ‘proper force of words 


“A 


‘ lies not in the words themselves, but in their ap- 
‘plication: | A word may be a fine-sounding 
“s word, of an unusual length, and very imposing 
« from its learning and novelty, and yet in, the 


aw 
a“ 
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conection in which it is introduced, may be 


‘quite pointless and irrelevant. It is not pomp 


or pretension, but the adaptation of the ‘ex- 
pression to the idea that clenches a writer's 
Meaning :—as it is not the size or glossiness 
of the materials, but their being fitted each to 
its place, that gives strength to the arch; or as 
the pegs and nails are as necessary to the sup- 
port of the building as the larger timbers, and 


more so than the mere showy, unsubstantial 


ornaments, I hate any. thing that occupies 


more space than it is worth. I-hate to seea 
load of band-boxes go along the street,. and I 
hate to see a parcel of big words without. -any- 
thing in them.”* oe 
So do I, Mr. Hazlitt; but, ieiliabiidlig 3 for 


me, the instance that I shall quote to support the 
assertion is. from the vulgar tongue. However, 


as some slight balance in its favour,. it has none 
of the emptiness of the band-box about it; -on 
the contrary, it is one of the shortest, if not the 
most emphatic sentences in the English language, 
The Classic, in toasting it over his champagne, 


* Second Volume of Table Talk : “ On familiar Style.” *. 
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might shrug up his shoulders, and make wry 
faces, with contempt, at its vulgarity, and let the 
force of it die away. upon his hps; but to hear 
it from the chaffer of a rough and ready costard- 
monger, ogling his Pou from her walker to her 
upper crust, with a pot of heavy in his morley, and 
drinking to her, with a leary, wanton nod, 
‘‘ Here's tuck !” then the beauty and conciseness 
of the expression, added to the emphasis, charac- 
ter, and effect of laconic phraseology, must be 
felt beyond all doubt: mdeed, it is a volume in 
itself ;. and even the learned might admit it to be 
mulium in parvo. The slang language, in many 
other instances, is very emphatic—videlicet, Pigs, 
meaning TRAPS, otherwise thief-takers ; the etymo- 
logy of which phrase stands good in the rookeries, 
although such sort of derivation might be in dan- 
ger of being queered by the M.A.’s at the Unr- 
VESSITIES.—The meaning is, that, as the pigs 
root. up the ground with their snouts, so the traps, 
‘being down to the.haunts of the thieves, root up 
the prigs when they want them. A more elegant 
illustration cannot be met with even in the work 
on the “ Susiime and Beavutirut.” The flash 
oe has, also, its synonomies—for money, the 


ree 
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numerous terms are applied, the blunt, the lour, 
kelter, steeven, mopusses, stuff, cole, rhino, need: 
Sul, bit, ready, bustle, &c. Ke. 

__ In order to throw as much light upon this elassi-. 
eal subject as I can, and as there is nothing like. 
authorities to proceed upon,‘ I feel induced ta 
‘make the following ‘poetic quotation from a little. 
ingenious work* connected with the argument:—: 


© But many of my readers may not know 
' What ’tis the FANCY means, so I'll explain it. 
I hope the very LEARNED will not throw 
‘SLURS on my explanation, and disdain it as tag 
- The best of language can but be so, so,— ie byeey 
Tho’ BERKLEY breed it, and tho’ BARCLAY train it. 
I struggle all I can,—I do my best ; 
The thing. is di ificult, —but let that rest. 


“ FANCY’S a term for every Black aviardiean= 
A term for favourite men and favourite cocks,— 
A term for gentlemen who make a schism 
Without the lobby, or within the box: 7 
For the best rogues of polish’d vULGARISM, 
And those who deal in scientific knocks ;-: - 
For bull-dog breeders, badger-baiters,—all. 
Who live in gin and jail, or not at all! } 


* The FANcy: a Selection from the Poetical Remains of 


the late Peter Corcoran, of Gray’s Inn, student-at-law. 
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-.The subject is so inexhaustible, and travels 
out to such an extent, that it would. be a waste. 
of time to pursue it any further, in order to point 
out:. more authorities by ,way of elucidation ; 
suffice it to.observe, that every exertion has been 
made.to collect and arrange, under their proper 
heads, all the new phrases which have occurred 
since the last edition. To improve, not to de- 
grade mankind; to remove ignorance, and put 
the UNWARY on their guard ; to arouse the 
sleepy, and to keep them awake; to render those 
persons who are a vtéle UP, more FLY: and to cause 
every one to be down to those tricks, manceuvres, 
and impositions practised in life, which daily 
cross the paths of both young and old, has been 
_ the sole aim of the Editor; and if he has suc- 
_ ceeded in only one instance in doing good, he 
feels perfectly satisfied that his time has not 
been misapplied. 
| PIERCE EGAN. 
December 1, 1822. . | 
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Mr, Grosz, an eminent vantiquacy was the son of a 
jeweller, at Richmond, ‘n Surrey, who fitted up the 
coronation crown for George Il. | He was born in 
1731, and having a taste for heraldry and antiquities, 
his father procured him a place in the College of Arms, 
which, however, he resigned in 1763. By his father he 
was left an independent fortune, which he was not of a 
disposition to add to or even to preserve. He early 
entered into the Surrey Militia, of which he became 
adjutant and paymaster; but so much had dissipation 
taken possession of him, that, in a situation which, above 


all others, required attention, he was so’ careless as to 
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have for some time (as he used pleasantly to tell) only two 
books of accounts, viz. his right und left hand pockets. 
In the one he received, and from the other paid ; and this, 
too, with a want of circumspection which may be readily 
supposed from such a mode of ‘book-keeping. His losses 
on this‘ocrasion rbused his ‘latent talents : | with _@' good 
classical education he united a fine taste for drawing, 
which he now began again to cultivate; and, encouraged 
by his friends, he undertook the work from which he 
derived both profit and: reputation: his Views of Anti-— 
quities in England and Wales, which he first began to 
publish, in numbers, in 1773, and finished in 1776. The 
next year he added two more volumes to his English 
Views, in which he included the islands of Guernsey and 
Jersey, which were completed in 1787. This work, 
which was executed with accuracy ue elegance, soon 
became a favourite with the public at large, | as well as 
with professed antiquaries, from the neatness of ‘the em- 
bellishments, and the succinct manner in which he con- 
veyed his information, and, therefore, answered his most | 
sanguine expectations ; and, from ‘the time be began it 
to the end of his life, he continued without intermission 
; to publish various works, generally to the advantage of 
his literary reputation, and almost always to the benefit 
of his finances, ‘His wit and good humour were the 
abundant source of satisfaction to himself ‘and entertain- 


ment to his friends. He visited ‘almost every part of 
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the. kingdom, and was a weloome guest wherever he 
went. In the summer of 1789 he set ont on a tour i= 
. Scotland; the regult of which he began to communicate 
to the: public in 1790, in numbers. . Before he-had con- 
eladed this work, he proceeded.to Ireland, intending te 
farnish that:kingdom with views and descriptions of her 
antiquities, in :the same.mamer.he had executed those.of 
Great: Britain ;.: bit, soon after: his’ arrival in ‘Dublis, 
being:at the house of Mr. Hone. there, he suddenly was 
seized: at: table: with an apoplecti¢ :fit, on the 6th of May, 
A7Ol,:and:died immediately. -He{was interred in Dablin. 
., “His literary bistory,”: says a friedd, * respectable. as 
‘it is, was exceeded by his'good-hamoar, conviviality, ang 
friendship. . Living mueh abroad, and ‘in the best com- 
pany at home, he had the easiest’habits of adapting him- 
self to all tempers ; and,: being a man of general know- 
ledge, perpetually drew out some conversation that was 
either useful to himself, or agreeable to the party. He 
could: observe upon most things with precision and judge- 
men ; but his natural tendency was to humour, in which 
he excelled both by the selection of anecdotes and his 
manner of telling them:. it may be said, too, that his 
figure. rather assisted him, which was, in fact, the very 
title-page to. a joke. He had neither the pride nor 
malignity of authorship : he: felt the independency of his 
own. talents, and was. satisfied with them without de- 
grading:others.. His friendships were of the, same cast; 
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eénstant.and sincere, : overlooking some faults, and seek- 
sag: out greater virtues.” 2 : mae 
'|,Grose, to a stranger, says Mr. Noble, might have. been 
supposed not a'surname, but one selécted. as signifivant 
of his figure, which was more. of the form .of. Sahcho 
Panga than Falstaff; -but he partook of the properties: of 
sboth.. He was as low, squat, and rotund as the former, 
aad uot less.a sloven.; equalled him,’ too,. in bis love of 
sleep, ahd nearly so in his proverbs. _ In -his wit he was-a 
Falstaff. He was the bnt for other: niento shoat at,. but 
itialways rebounded with a double force. |. Heicon|d: eat 
with Sancho, and. drink with the knight..:. In simplicity, 
‘probity, and a compassionate heart, he was wholly of: the 
-Panga breed ; his joculdrity could have pleased a prince. 
-In the *‘ St.: James's Evening. Post,” the _— was 
— as.an. wee for him :——. 
| he Stee a 


o8 4 2 ; Here lies Faancrs, Gros¢,. 
On Thursday, May 12, 1791, 

Death put an end to his 
' Views and prospects” = *' 


i Se 


At Hooper’s, the bookseller, in’ High Holborn, ‘who 
was publisher of Captain Grose’s ‘Works, a room was set 
‘apart, where a conversatiéne was held between the literary 
characters of that period. Tt is ‘asserted that the Captain 
was 4 most prominent feature'in those meetings, and that 
the company were delighted with the peculiar felicity with 
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which he related his various facetious stories and inte- 
resting anecdotes. Captain Grose was also a great ob- 
server of men and manners, and possessed a fine and ac-. 
curate taste for painting. Dr. Griffiths, Arthur Murphy, 
Mr. Quick, the celebrated comedian, &c. &c. were 
among the persons who frequently visited the Captain a 
Hooper's, where they discussed the literary topics of 
the day. | 

The Captain had a funny fellow, of the name of Tom 
Cocking, one after his own heart, as an amanuensis, -and 
who was also a draughtsman of considerable merit. He 
was of great service to the Captain in his Tour through 
England, Ireland, and Scotland. In the latter place, 
Captain Grose became intimately acquainted with Robert 


Burns, the poet, who thus describes the Antiquarian : — 


If in your bounds ye chance to light 
Upon a fine, fat, fodgel wight 
~ O’ stature short, but genius bright, 2 
That’s he, mark weel— 


And wow ! he has an unco slight | 
O’ cauk and keel. 


It’s tauld he was a sodger bred, 
And ane wad rather fa’n than fled : 
But now he’s quat the spurtle-blade, 
And dog-skin wallet, 
And taen the—— Antiquarian trade, 
I think they call it. 
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But wad yé see him in his glee, 
_For mekle glee and fun has he, 
Then set him down, and twa or three _ 
“Gude fellows wi’ him ; 
And port, oO port ! t shine thou a wee, 
And then ye'll see him! |. 


Now, by the Pow’rs o’ Verse and Prose! | 
Thou art a dainty chield, O Grose !— | 
Whae’er o’ thee shall ill suppose, a 
They sair misca y thees 
I'd tak the rascal by the nose, — 
Wad say, Shame fa’ thes.” 


4 


“‘EPIGRAM ON CAPTAIN FRANCIS GROSE, 


THE CELEBRATED ANTIQUARIAN. 


The following Epigram, written in a moment of festivity by Burns, was so 
much relished by Grose, that he made it serve as an excuse for prolonging the 
convivial occasion that gave it birth to a very late hour. 


The Devil got notice that Grosse was a dying, 

So whip! at the summons, old Satan came flying : 

But when he approach’d where poor Francis lay moaning, 
And saw each bed-post with its burden a groaning 
Astonished! confounded! cry’d Satan, by G-d, . 

I'll want ’im, ere I take such a d—~——ble load. . 
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| The Captain, it seems, was extremely fond of. taking 
his porter of an evening at the King’s Arms,* in Holborn, 
nearly. opposite Newton-Street, a.house distiriguished for 
the cbmpany of wits, men of talent, and the most re- 
spectable tradesmen in the neighbourhood of Bloomsbury: 
Square. Mr. Quick was also. a constant visiter at the 
King’s Arms. Here the Captain was the. hero of the 


tale ; and often ini.turn shook his fat sides with laughter, : 


at the number of “good things,” in ‘the shape of bon 
mots, repartees, &c. which nightly passed between the 
company at one table or the other. 


- 


The Captain had a man of the name of Batch, who was 


a sort of companion and servant united in the same per- 


* It is worthy of remark, that the King’s Arms has, for upwards of 
the last forty years, been a tavern of the same description: and at the 
present period (1823), under the management of Mr. Dawson, it still 
retains its character in being the resort of men of literature: per- 
sons connected with the press; artists; distinguished performers be- 
longing to the Theatres Royal; men of talent in general; and mer- 
chants and tradesmen of the highest respectability in society, where, 
after the fatigues of their various vocations are over for the day, they 
unbend, with that playfulness of disposition, and liberality of mind, 
which makes the remembrance of worthy and upright companions 
vibrate on the heart with magical effect. The late much-lamented 
and celebrated comedian, Mr. John Emery, till a short time before 
his decease, was a constant visiter: here his enlivening conversation, 
choice anecdotes, and humourous songs, never failed to “ set the 
table in a rodr.” The King’s Arms is also distinguished for an har- 
monic society of the most select description, denominated the Hy- 
GEIAN Cuus. 
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son. Batch and his master used frequently to start at 
midnight from the King’s Arms, in:search of adventures. 
The Back Slums of St. Giles’s were explored again and 
again; and the Captain and Batch made themselves as 
_ affable and jolly, as the rest of the motley crew among the 
beggars, cadgers, thieves, &c. who at that time infested 
the Holy Land !* The Scout-Kens, too, were often visited 
by them, on the “ look-out” for a bit of fun); and the 
dirty ‘‘ smoke-pipes” in Turnmill-Street did not spoil the 
Captain’s taste in his search after character ! 
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* A note cannot be deemed superfluous here, otherwise the sentence 


might remain a perfect paradox—the Holy Land, infested with thieves, 
&c. It most certainly is not the “ Land of Promise ;” neither can I 
vouch for the accuracy of the derivation, which states the meaning to 
be, that the inhabitants of the Holy Land (St. Giles’s) are more hole- 
ly in their garments than righteous i in their conduct.—Sacer, in Latin, 
and Sacre, in French, are used in the double sense of holy or cursed 
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Neither were the rough squad at St. Kitts, and ‘‘ the 
sailor-boys cap’ring a-shore” at Saltpetre-Bank, forgotten 
in. their nightly strolls by Batch and his master. 


TUNE 
"Ny 


lf 


7 
we 4 
— 
ik 
eh 2 





In short, wherever a “‘ bit of life” could be seen to ad- 
vantage, or the “‘ knowledge-bex” of the Captain obtain 
any thing like a “‘ new light” respecting mankind, he felt 
himself happy, and did not think his time misapplied. It 
was from these nocturnal sallies, and the slang ex- 
pressions which continually assailed his ears, that Cap- 
tain Grose was first induced to compile a CLASSICAL 
DICTIONARY OF-THE VULGAR TONGUE, intended for 
the amusement, if not for the benefit, of the public. 

Batch, at the request of his master, was directed one 
evening to dress himself in the Captain’s regimentals, in 
order to personate Mr. Grose on a particular occasion ; but, 


like the character of FALSTAFF, he was obliged to be ° 


eo . 
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‘*' stuffed” with pillows, &c. before he could play the 
part; the.regimentals of the captain being big enough to 
contain two such: fellows as Batch. But. somewhat dif- 
ferent from the old axiom of “like master, like man,” 

poor Batch. was scarcely dressed for the character, when 
attempting in the street to ascend the.steps of a hackney- 
coach to join the party in which he was destined to re- 
present the Captain, his foot slipped, and he was nearly 


rolling into the kennel. Batch felt so encumbered with. 


the stuffing that he could not get upon his legs, and 
loudly solicited the assistance of Coachee once more to 
enable him to obtain his equilibrium. On Jervy’s lifting 


him up, one of his hands sunk in, and appeared to be 


lost in.the belly of the Captain ; ‘when he exclaimed with 


the greatest surprise, “. By G—, I never felt any pérson 


in all; my life half: so soft ; what the devil is the gemman 
made. of?” — while : Mr. Grose,. in his private. clothes, 
stood, at: Hoaper's: door, laughing ‘at the: aeictees scene, 


and epjoying it beyond ‘description. | 


.. om Cocking likewise used to relate’ many droll oft 


‘aioe which befet ‘the Céptaiii in’ his ‘travels: it 


being Fom’s province, at night, to‘put two straps dver 


chis imaster, for’ the purpose of keeping’ the-bed-clothes 
.on, him, oe Grose being so i endl ‘ahednifortible 
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Captain Grose delighted. much in punning tpon his 
own figure, of which.we shall mention an instance, as a 
proof of his familiarity and. good nature. . In a culinary 
tate-A-téte with his honsekeeper, she thus expostulated 
with him:—Sir, as you are inelinable to be FAT, you 
should not eat food of_a nourishing kind; you should —” 
—‘* You jade, (replied he,) I am not inclinable to be 
. fat; that I am faé is totally against my inclination; I 
consider it a misfortune to be fat. For the future, 
therefore, remember that I am disinclined to be FAT!” 

The following anecdote is recorded of Mr. Grose: 
«¢ When he went to Ireland, his curiosity led him to see 
every thing in the capital worthy of notice : in the course 
of his perambulations, he one evening strolled into the 
principal meat-market of Dublin, when the butchers, as 
usual, set up their cry of “ what do you buy? what do 
you buy, master?” Grose parried this for some time, 
by saying “ he wanted nothing ;” as last, a butcher starts | 
from his stall, and, eyeing Grose’s figure from top to 
bottom, which was something like Doctor Slop’s in Tris- 
tram Shandy, exclaimed, ‘‘ Well, sir, though you don’t 
want any thing at present, only say you buy your meat 
of me; and by G— you'll make my fortune.” 

The works of Mr. GROSE are not only numerous, 


but, also, connected with the highest ranks in litera- 
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ture; yet this learned gentleman did not think his time 
mis-spent in stepping aside from subjects of a graver 
class to compile a ‘“‘ CLASSICAL DICTIONARY OF THE 
Vuuear Toncug.” This work was published in 1785,- 


and has gone throngh several editions. . 


A 


CLASSICAL 
DICTIONARY 


— Dulgar Tongue. 
A 


_ABBESS, or Lapy Apsess. The mistress of a house of ill 
fame. . 

ABBoT’s Priory. The King’s Bench Prison; this bit of 
Slash generally changes when the Lord Chief Justice of the 
above court retires from his situation. : | 

ABEL-WACKETS. Blows given on the palm of the hand with 
a twisted handkerchief, instead of a ferula; a jocular pa- 
nishment among seamen, who sometimes play at cards ‘for 
wackets, the loser suffering as many strokes as he has lost 

\ games, | 

ABIGAIL. A lady’s waiting-maid. 

ABRAM. Naked. Cant. | 

ABRAM Cove. A cant word among thieves, signifying a 
naked or poor man; also a lusty, strong rogue. 

ABRAM MEN. Pretended madmen. - 

ABRAM, SHAM, To pretend sickness. 

ACADEMY, or PusHING ScHooL. A cyprian lodge. The 

_ Floating Academy; the vessels on board of which those 

¢ persons are confined instead of transportation. i 

ACE OF SPADES. A widow. _- 

ACCOMMODATE, or ACCOMMODATION. In the Sporting World 
it is to part a BET, or to let a person go hulves (that is to 
accommodate him) in a bet that-is likely to come off success- 
ful. It is, also, in an ironical manner, to believe a person 
‘when you are well assured he is uttering a lie; by observing 
you believe what he is saying, merely to accommodate him. 

Accounts. To cast up one’s accounts; to vomit. | 

AcokN, You will ride a horse foaled by an acorn, i.e. the 

: B 
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gallows, called also the Wooden and Three-legged Mare ; 
you will be hanged.—See THREE-LEGGED MARE. 

ACTEON. A cuckold, from the horns planted on the head of 
Acteon by Diana. 

AcTIVE CITIZEN. A louse. 

ADAM’s ALE, Watér.: 

ADAM TiLER. ‘A ‘pickpocket’s ‘associate, who receives the 
stolen goods and runs off with them. Cant. 

ADDLE‘ Gglan Att incofsidérate foélish feHow, 

ADDLE PLot. Aspoikspott,”a mar-all. 

ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE, who carries his flag on the main- 
mast. A landlord or publican wearing a blue apron, as 
was formerly the custom among gentlemen of that voca- 
tion. 

ADMIRAL OF THE Narrow SEs. One who from drunken- 
ness vomits into the lap of the person sitting opposite to 
him. Sea phrase. 

ADRIFT. Loose, turned adrift, discharged. Sea phrase. 

EcroTaT, (Cambridge.) A‘ ‘certificate from the apothecary 
that you are indisposed (i. e.) to go to chapel. He sports an 
ZEgrotat, he is ‘diék'and ‘unable to‘ attend: ‘chapel ‘or fall. 
It does not follow, however, but that he can strum: a: ‘Uniece, 
or spoft a! pair of oars, 

‘ArfipAvir MEN. Kuiights ‘of ‘the post, “or ‘false witnesses, 
said to altend Westmmmster-Hall, and other courts’ of 'jus- 
‘tice, ready to swear any thing for hire. 

Arrer-Cwap. A deniard after the first ‘giving in ° ‘Has been 
discharged; a charge ‘for pretended omissiotis; m short, -any 
‘thing disagreeable happemng after -all scomsequences -of’ the 
cause have been thonght at an end. 

AGAINST THE GRAIN. Unwilling. ‘It went much against ‘the 
grain with him, i, e. it was much -agaifst -his inclination, ‘or 
‘against ‘his pluck. ‘Speaking ‘of HeRCenS) Aue Author “of 
‘* Randall,” a Fragment, says 

“ bls he a ‘ang “his altars ade 
ut prime bide fuint goes against 
prin goes agai . : 

‘AGOG, “ALL-A-GOG. Anxioas, ‘eager, ‘Tmpatient; - “from the 
Italian, agognére, to desire eagerty. 

AGROUND. Stuck fast, stopped, ‘at‘a ‘oss, ruined ; tike’a-Boat 
‘or vessel aground. | 

‘AIR AND EXERCISE. He has had’air'and exercise, i.e. he has 
‘been Whipped at the cart’s'tail; or, as it‘is generalfy, " ‘though 

_ ‘more vulgarly ‘expressed, ‘at the cart’s aase. 

“ALDERMAN. “A roasted ‘turkey garnished ‘with Sausdges; the 

‘Tatter ‘ate supposed to represent the gold chain’ worn by those 

magistrates. 


“ArbERMAN LUSHINGTON. ‘See’LusH. 


AM B 
ALpcaTe. A draught,gn the pump at Agigate +8 ad bil of 
be 


exchange drawn ou persons who haye no effeots of , 
drawer. i "ig" * 

ALE Dearne: An ale-house keeper. oe 

ALE Post. Amay-polee | | 

ALL-a-MoRT. Struck dumb, confoynded. .‘“ What, , sweet 

gne, all-amart?” Shgkspeare. - = ; 


ALL Hoipay. It is all holiday at Peckham, or it is all holi- 
day with him; a saying signifying that it is all over, with the 
business or person spoken of. or alluded to. Ok 

ALL Hottow. He was beat all hollow, i.e. he had no chance 
of conquering; it was all hollow, or a hollow thing, it was 
a,decided thing from the beginning. See HOLLow. | 

WALL MY EYE. A lame story. Fudge. ? 
ALL Nations. A composition of all the different spirits sold 
in,a.dram-shop, collected in a vessel into which the drainings 
_ of, the bottles and quartern pots are emptied. 
ALLS. The five alls is a country sign, representing five hupean 
figures, each having a motto under him. The first js a king 
in his regalia; his motto, I govern all: the second, a bishop 
J, pontificals; motto, I pray for all: third, a lawyer in 
his gown; motto, I plead for all: fourth,-a soldier in his 
regimentals, fully accoutred; motto, I fight-for all: fifth, a 
Poor sounpryman with his scythe and rake; motto, I pay for 
all. | | | 
ALONGSHPRE Bos. Landsmen. Sea term. ‘ 

ALSATIA THE HIGHER. Whitefriars, once’a place privileged 

from arrests for debt, as was.also the Mint, but suppressed 
, Maagcgunt of the notorious abuses committed there. Obsolete. 

AJSATIA, THE LowgR. . The Mint in Southwark. | Obsolete. 

ALsATIANS. The.inhabitants qf Whitefriars or the Mint. O6- 

AHTAMEL. ,A yerbal or lump accoyyt, without particulars, 
such as is commonly produced at bawdy-houses, spunging- 
houses, &c. See DutcH RECKONING. is 

ALTITUDES. The man is in his altitudes, i.e. be is drunk. 

AMBASSADOR. A trick to duck some ignorant, fellow or lands- . 
man, frequently played on board ships.in the warm latitudes, 
Itis thus managed: a Jarge tub is filled with water, and two 
stools placed on each side, of it: over the whole is thrown 

a tarpaulin, or old sail; this, is. kept, tight by,two persons, 
who are to represent the king and queen ofa foreign country, 
and.are seated on the stools, The person intended to. be 
ducked plays the ambassador, and, after repeatinga ridicu- 
lous speech dictated to him, is led in great form up to. the 
throne, aud seated between the king and queen, who rise 
suddenly, as soon as he is seated, he falls backwards into 
the tub of water, 3 
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AMBASSADOR OF Morocco. A shoemaker. (Vide Mrs. 
Clarke's Examination). | 

AMBIDEXTER. A lawyer who takes fees from both plaintiff 
and defendant, or that goes snacks with both parties ia 
gaming. | | 

AMEN CuRLER. A parish clerk. 

AMEN. He said Yes and Amen to every thing; he agreed to 

every thing. : 

AMINADAB. A jeering name for a Quaker. | 

AMES AcE. Within ames ace; nearly, very near. 

‘AMMUNITION Wives. Girls of the town, doxies. Sea term. 

AMuUsE. To fling dust or snuff in the eyes of the person 
intended to be robbed; also to invent some plausible tale, to 
delude shop-keepers and others, thereby to put them off 
their guard. Cant. 

Amusers. Rogues who carry snuff or dust in their pockets, 
which they throw into the eyes of any person they intend 
to rob, and, running away, their accomplices (pretending to 
assist and pity the half-blinded person) take that opportunity 
of plundering him. : 

ANABAPTIST. A pickpocket caught in the fact and punished 
with the discipline of the pump or horse-pond. — 

‘ANcHoR. Bring your a-se to an anchor, i.e. sitdown. To 
let go an anchor to the windward of the law; to keep within 
the letter of the law. Sea wit. 

ANDREW MILLER’s Luccer. A king’s ship or vessel. Sea 
cant. 

‘ANGLERS. Piferers, or petty thieves, who, with a stick 
having a hook at the end, steal goods out of shop-windows, 
grates, &c.; also those who draw in or entice unwary per- 

sons to prick at the belt, or such like devices. 

_.ANGLING FOR FARTHINGS. Begging out of a prison-win- 
- dow with a cap, or box, let down at the end of.a long 
string. : 

ANKLE. A girl who is got with child is said to have sprained 
her ankle. | 

ANODYNE NECKLACE. A halter. 

ANTHONY, TO KNOCK. Said of an in-kneed person, or’ one 
whose knees knock together; to cuff Jonas. See JoNas. 
~(ApE Leaver. An old: maid; their punishment after death, 
- for neglecting to increase and multiply, will be, it is said, 

leading apes in hell. 

AposTLes. To manceuvre the apostles, i.e. rob Peter to 
pay Paul; that is, to borrow money of one man to pay 
another. ‘ 

ApostLes. (Cambridge.) Men who are plucked, refused 
their degree. | mS 

APOTHECARY. To talk like an apothecary; to use hard or 
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gallipot words: from the assumed gravity and affectation of 
knowledge generally put on by the gentlemen of this pro- 
fession, who are commonly as superficial in their learning as 
they are pedantic in their language. 

APPLE-CarRT. Down with his apple-cart; knock or throw 
him down. | 

APPLE-DUMPLING SHop. A woman’s bosom. 

AppLE-Pizg Bep. A bed made apple-pie fashion, like what 
is called a turnover apple-pie, where the sheets are so 
doubled as to prevent any one from getting at his length 
between them: a common trick played by frolicsome country 
lasses on their sweethearts, male relations, or visiters. 

APRON-STRING-HOLD. An estate held by a man during his 
wife’s life. 

AkcH Duks. A comical or eccentric fellow. | | 

ARkcH RoGuE, DIMBER DAMBER UPRIGHT MAN. The 
chief of a gang of thieves or gypsies. 

ArcH DELL, or ARCH Doxy, signifies the same in rank 
among the female canters or gypsies. 

ArRD. Hot. Cant. 

AREA SNEAK, or AREA SLUM. The practice of slipping. 
unperceived down the areas of private houses, and robbing 
the lower apartments of plate or other articles. 

AkMovR. In his armour, pot valiant. 

ARK. A boat or wherry. Let us take an ark and winns, le 
us take a sculler. Cant. . 

ARK PrratTEs. Thieves who rob and plunder on navigable 
rivers. Sea cant. 

ARK RUFFIANS. Rogues who, in conjunction with water- 
men, rob, and sometimes murder, on the water, by pick- 
ing a quarrel with the passengers in a boat, boarding it, 
plundering, stripping, and throwing them overboard, &c. 
A species of badger. Cant. | 

ArM-Pits. To work under the arm-pits, is to practise only 
such kinds of depredation, as will amount, upon conviction, 
to what tle law terms single, or petty larceny; the extent 
of punishment for which is transportation for seven years. 
By following this system, a thief avoids the halter, which 
certainly is applied above the arm-pits. 

ARBRAH NOW. An unmeaning expletive, frequently used by 
the vulgar Irish. : 

Ars Musica. A bum fiddle. 

Arse. To hang an arse; to hang back, to be afraid to ad- 
vance. He would lend his a-se, and sh-te through his ribs ;. 
‘a saying of any one who lends bis money inconsiderately. 
He would lose his a—se if it was loose; said of a, careless 
person. A-se about; turn round. . 

ARSY VARSEY. To fall arsy varsey, i. e. head over heels. 
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Antotx;: A wenel. A ‘priute’ artithe, A’ hetidsdttie! efrl, 
‘She’s'a prime’ atticle (whip wahgy),’ stie’s wdevelist guod 
pieve,: a ‘hell df aigoer. | 

Asx, or Ax MY A—SE.. A’ couhnon' reply ito: any tiestibn ; 
: still deenked wit: at sea, and. fotinerly’ at! court; uddet' the 
denomination of selling nargaine: See Barcarn! ' | 

Assic. An assignation.’ es 

ATHANASIAN WeENCH,- or Qbieukobe VuLt: A forwatd 
girl,: ready toobligé every. nam that sheft‘ask her. 

Atonr: Mite aunt’; a bawd or procuréss; d‘tifle of ‘ettiti@hte 
for the senior delis, who serve fur itstradtresses; midWives, 
&c. for thedells, Cant: See Duns. 

AVOIR DU Pois Lay. Stealing brass wélptits' off” tHe counters: 
of shops. Cant. 

AUTEM. A chureli. 

AUTEM BAWLER. A parson. Cant. : 

ee A dideet t Dissenters of every denomination: Cant: 

AUTEM CACKLE-TuB. A‘ conventi¢le’ ot wetting Hotise for 
dissenters. Cant. : 

AuteM Dippers,' Anabaptists. Cant. - 

AvtTem. Divers. Pickpotkets who‘ pthétise' it’ cliurelits ; 
also churchwardens and: overseers’ of thé poor. Cant. 

AUTEM Mort. A married wontan;. also: a: female beggar 
oe several children hired: or Borrowed: to excite charity. 

ant. 

AUTEM QuavER-Tus. A Quaker’s mi¢eting-house. Caht: 

AWAKE. An expression used on many occasions’; as a thief 
will say to’ bis: accomplice, on perceiving the person they 
are about to’ rob is aware of their intention; and updo His 
guard, stow it; the cove’s awake: To be ‘awalte to any 
scheme, deception, or design; means! geireratly, to’ see 
through or comprehend it. - 
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BABES IN THE Woop. Criminats in the stocky; or ¢ pillory:: - 

BaBBLE. Confused, unintelligible talk, such as Was ued: av 
the building of the tower of Babel. 

Back Birer. One who slanders another béhind’ his batk, 
“ive. in his absénce. His bosom friends are become his back 

. biters, said of a lousy man. 

BACKED. Dead. He wishes to have the senior, or old 
squaresoes, backed; he longs to have his father on’ six 
men’s shoulders ; that i is, carrying-to the owe 

Back Jump. A back-window. 
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Back SLANG: To entex or come out. of a house by the back- 
door; or, to go a circuitous or private way through the 
streets, in order: to, avoid any particular. place. in the direct 
road, is termed back-slanging it. 

Back Suum. A. back-room; ajso the back entrance to any 
house. or: premises; thus, we'll give it em op the back-slam, 
means, we'll get in at the back-door. 

BACK up. His back is up, i. e. he is offended or angry; an 
expression: or: idea taken from a cat; that animal, when 
angry, always raising its back. An allusion also. sometimes 
used to jeer a. crooked man; as, So, sir, I see somebody 
haa offended you, for your back is up. 

Bacon. He has saved his bacon; he. hag escaped. He has 
a Sa voice to beg bacon; a saying in ridicule of: a bad 
voice 

BACON-FACED, Full-faced. 

BACON-FED. Fat, greasy. 

BaD, BARGAIN. One of his, majesty’s:bad bargains; a worth- 
less soldier, a malingeror. See MALINGEROR. 

BAD HALFPENNY. When a: maa has been upon any errand, 
or attempting any object which has proved unsuccessful: or 
impracticable, he will say, on his return, It’s a bad: half- 
penny; meaning he has reterned as he went. 

Bape. A term used. for ose burned: iv the hand. He.kas 
got bis badge, and piked; he. was burned im the hand, and 
is at liberty. Cant. 

BADGE-CoveEs. Parish pensioners. Cant. . 

BADGERS, A crew of desperate. villains who rob near 
rivers, into which. they throw tha. badies of those bas mur 
der. Cant. 

Bae, He gave them, the bag, i. e. left them. 

Bac or Naits. He squints like a bag of nails, his 
eyes are dizected. as. many, ways as, the points. of .a bag: of 
nails, The old BAG oF NatLs at Pimlico ; arigigally the 
BACOBANALS 

Bac@aae,. Heavy baggage; women and children. Also a 
familiar epithet for a woman; as, canning baggage, wanton 
baggage, &o. | | 

BAKER’s Do~mBn. Fourteen; that: aumber of rolls being 
allowed ta the purchasers of a dozen. 

BAKER-KNEED. One whose knees knock together in walking, 
as if kneading dough. 

BaALDERDASH. Adulterated wise. Lewd conversation. 

BALLOF Fire. A glass of brandy. Cant. 

Batsam. Money. - 

Batum Rancum. A hop or dance, where the women are all 
prostitutes. N.B. The company, — in their birthday 
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Bam. A jocular imposition, the sanie'as a humbug. See 
_ HuMBuc. eo 
BAMBOOZLE. .To make a fool of any one, to humbug or 
impose on him, - : 
BANDBox. My a~se on a bandbox; an answer to the. offer 
of any thing inadequate to the purpose for which it is 
proffered, like offering a bandbox for a seat. - 
“Banpep. Hungry. Cant.. | : ony 
BaNnnoc. A bailiff or his follower; also a very fierce mastiff : 
likewise, a bandbox. Cant. | 
BanDs. To'wear the bands, is to be hungry, or short of 
food for any length.of time; a phrase chiefly used on board 
the hulks, or in jails. 

BANDY. A sixpence. Cant. : 

Banc Up. (Whip.) Quite the thing. Well done. Com- 
plete. Dashing. In a handsome stile.. A bang up cove; 

- 4a dashing fellow who spends his money freely. To bang up 
prime: to bring your horses up ina dashing or fine style: 
as the swell’s rattler and prads are bang up prime; the 
gentleman sports an elegant carriage and fine horses. A 
man, who has behaved with extraordinary spirit and resolu- 
tion in any enterprise he has been engaged in, is also said to 
have come bang up to the mark; any article which is re- 
markably good or elegant, or any fashion, act, or measure 
which is carried to the highest. pitch, is likewise illustrated 
by the same emphatical phrase. 

BANG. To beat. a 

BANGING. Great; a fine banging boy. : 

Banc STRAW. A nick-name for a thresher, bat applied to 
all the servants of a farmer. 7 as 
BANKRUPT Cart. A one-horse chaise, said to be so called 
by a Lord Chief Justice, from their being so frequently 
used on Sunday jaunts by extravagant shopkeepers and 


' tradesmen. : : 

BANKRUPTCY List, to be put on the, signifies, in pugilism— 
To be completely finished. Randall, in his poetic Farewell 
to the Prize Ring, says, oo | 

« Qh sad is the heart that can say ‘ the deuce take her,’ - 
To Fame,.-when she’s backing a blade of the fist ; . 4 
But Turner I’ve clean’d out ; and Martin the Baker, 

I'd very near put on the Bunkruptcy list.” . 
Vide Randall's Diary. 

Banxs’s Horse. A horse famous for playing tricks, the 
property of one Banks. It is mentioned in Sir Walter 
Raleigh’s Hist. of the World, p. 178; also by Sir Kenedou 
Digby and Ben Jonson. Obsolete. 

BANTLING. A young child. | : 7 

BANYAN Day. A sea term for those days on which no meat 
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is allowed to the sailors: the term is borrowed from’ the 
Banyans in the East. Indies, a cast that eat’ nething that 
has had life. 

BAPTISED, or CHRISTENED, Rum, brandy, or any other 
spirits, that have been lowered with water. : 

BARBER’s CHAIR. She is:as common as a barber’s distr: in 

- which a whole parish sit to be trimmed; said of a prostitute. 

BARBER’s SicNn. A standing pole and two wash-balls. 

Bareain. To sell a bargain: a species: of wit, much in 
vogue about the latter end of the reign of Queen Anne, 
and frequently alluded to by Dean Swift, who says the 
maids of honour often amused themselves with it. It'con- 
sisted in the seller naming his or her hinder parts, -in an- 
swer to the question, What? which the buyer was artfully 
led to ask, Asa specimen, take the following instance: A 
lady would come into a room full of company, apparently 
in a fright, crying out, It is white, and follows me! .On 
any of the company asking, What? she sold the Bargain, 
by saying, My a-se. 

BAuGEES, (Cambridge.) Barge-men on the river. a 

BARKER. The shopman of a bow-wew shop, or dealer in 
second-hand clothes, particularly about Monmouth-street, 
who walks before his master’s door, and deafens every pas- 
-senger with his cries of—Clothes, coats or gowns ;—what 
d’ye want, gemmen?—what d’ye buy? See Bow-wow 
SHOP. 

BARKSHIRE. A member or candidate for Barkshire, said of 
one troubled with a cough; vulgarly styled barking. 

BARKING-IRONS. Pistols, from their explosion perembung 
the bow-wow or barking of adog. . Irish. - 

BARN.. A parson’s barn; never so ‘full bot there is still room 
for more. Bit by a barn mouse, tipsey,, probably from an 
allusion to barley. 

BARNABY. An old dance to a quick movement. See Cotton, 


in his Virgil Travesti; where, speaking of olus, he has 
these lines, 


« Bounce cry the port-holes, out they fly 
Aud make the world dance Barnaby. o 


BARNACLE. A good job, or snack easily got: also shell-fish 
growing at the bottoms of ships; a bird of the goose kind; 
an instrument like a pair of pincers to fix on the noses 
of vicious horses whilst shoeing; a nick-name for spectacles, 
and also for the gratuity given to grooms by the buyers and 
sellers of horses. 


BARREL Fever. He died of the barrel fever; he killed 
himself by drinking. 


Barrow MAN. A man under sentence of transportation ; ; 
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sladigg te. tha. eparieka- at. Woplwith; who aré preiuipally 
employed. in wheeling bazrows: full: of: brick-or dsrt.. a 

BARTHOLOMEW Baby. A person dressed up in atawdry man- 
pier, like the delle: on babies sold at Barthalomew fair: 

BasH. To bounce over any person, to blow: up. 

Basket., Aw-enckamation frequently. made usa: of im: cook 
. pits; at cock-fightings,. where persons: refasing: o# umable-to 
pay their:losings, are adjudged by that respectable assembly 

_ tas be put: into. a basket. suspended over the pit, tirese to 
. pemain: during that day’s: diversion: on the: least demur to 
pay. a:bet,. Basket is vociferated in.terrorem. He grins: like 
a. basket off chips:..a. saying. of: ome who: is: on the broad 
sri. ey ae 

BASKET-MAKING,. The gocd oli trade of: basket-making ; 
cepudation, or:making feet for children’s stockings. 

BAS®PARDLY GULLION. A: bastard’s: bastard:. 

Baste. ‘To: baat. Fl give him his bastings, Vl: beat kim 
heartaly.. ti 

BasTiLe. A flash term for the House of Correction, nr Cold 
Bath Fields: s@ termed: whea under tire management of 
Gevernor Aris. or shovtness termed the. Steed. 

Bastine. A; beating: 

BASTONADING. Beating any: one with a stick; from baten, 
a stick, feomerby spelt baston. . 

Bat. A; low whore: so called ftom moving: cut. ike bats. in 
the dusk of the evening. | | 
Batcou. We-hiad' a preity batch of it last night; we hada 
hearty dose. ef liquor. Bateh, originally. means. the whele 

quantity: of bread baked at one. time in an oven. 

BATTNER. An ox: beef being:apt to batten: or fatten: those 
that eat it. The cove has hushed the battaer; i.e. has 
killed the ox. | 

BATCHELOR’s FARE. Bread and cheese anc kisses. 

BatcHELoR’s SON. <A: bastard. . 

Barrie Royal. A. battle or bout at cudgels or fisty-cuffs, 
wherein more than two persons are engaged: perhaps frem 
its resemblance, ‘in that particular, to more serious engage- 
ments fought to settle royal disputes, 

BAWBEE. A halfpenny. Scotch. 

BAWRRLS, er BAWBLES. Trinkets; a man’s testicles 

BawDs A female procuress. 

Bawpy Basket. The twenty-third rank. of. canters, who 
_ cary pins, tape,. ballads, and abscene books, to sell; but 
live mostly by stealing. Cant. 

BAWDY-HOUSE BoTTLE. A very small bottle; shovt measure 
being amosg the: many means used by the keepers af thasa 
houses to gain what they call an honest livelihood: indeed 
this is que:of the lenst reprehensible; as.the. less they give a 
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- tam: off. their ‘heberager for: a rigoney ‘thes Mentions ‘they 
- beHwe tohim: i. . 

Bay FEVER. A term of ridicule applied: to countett, “Whe 
sliamt iMness}: to‘avoid being sent! te Botany Bay). 6. 
Bay or CONDONENCE.. Whete we’ cothole’ our. friends, it 

plucked, and left ata Nonplus, Oxf. Univ. Cant... 

Beare: A blue: reqdelsure; to spore’ @ Beads, : +6 Sy a 
Beadle, &t. &0.- Cant... 

BuaKi - Al justice off j ees, or" niaiedsteutte: ‘Also a’ “judwelor 
‘Chaitniat! who: presifes in: court. FP clappfd: my peepers full 
of tears, and so the old beak sef me frée'; | I begat to! wetp, 
and thet jitdoe set! rite free. Phe late: Sir-John Fiel@iiy; 
of pulive nieniory, was know: among family peopne, By" the 
title of the bhnd beek.. 

Bean: A-goinéd: Harr Haw’: hut a givinen. 

BEAR, Oite! who contfacts to deliver'a dertaitr quantity: or | 
sum of stock in the publie'funds; ofa futhte day, and‘ata 
stuted ‘prices or,- in ottye? words; selfs whet he’ has riot got! 
like’ the Huntsman in the: fable, who’ sold’ the: bear’s' skin 
béfore the’ bear was: killed. As: the bear’ setts! the stock be 
is not’ possessed’ off sv'the bull purchases what’ he has not 
motiey'td-pay for ; but, in case of any alteration’ in the price 


agreed on, either party pays‘ or’ reveives the difference. 
Stock Exchange. 


BEAR-GARDEN JAW’ or DiscoURSE. Rode, volar language; 
such as was used at the bear-gardens:!. 

Bear LEapsr.. A travelling tutor. 

Bragp Serittér.. A man-much given to wenelbitg. 

BearinoGs. I'll bring biti to’ his: ‘bearings; th britty hint’ to 
reason. Sea tert. - 

Beasy:. To drink like'a beast; i. &. only when thirsty: 

Baas? with’ Pwo Bdcks: A mat and worrn-in ne act of 

- copulation, Shakspeare in’ Othello: 

Bearer Cases:. Boots. Cant. — - 

Beau-Nnasty. A slovenly fop; one finely dressed, ‘Bat dirty. 

Beau Trap. A loose stone in the ptivement; under: which — 
water. lodges, atid: on beifig'trod epon' squirts it up; tothe | 

reat damage of white stockings; also a sherper neatly 

drenee, tying’ in! mae for’ raw county. squires, or’: ignorant 


a A ieee. of seit wit, sported in Hot weather. I 
am becalméed, the’ stl sticks to the mast; that’ is, my 
sHirt sticks to’ nly back. _ prad is beealmed ; his: horse 
ts Knocked up. ——- 

Beck. A béadle.- See Hurwanveck, 

Bep. Put to bed with a mattock, and tucked up with a 
spade; said of’ one that is dead and buried: You wilt go 
up a ladder to bed, i: e. you will be hanged. In mitny 
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Country places, persons hanged are made to mount up a lad- 
der, which is afterwards turned round or taken away ; whence 
the term, “ Turned off.” Ses 

BEDFORDSHIRE. Iam for Bedfordshire, i. e. for going to bed. 

BEDIZENED. Dressed out, over-dressed, or awkwardly or-. 
namented. ' | 7 

BED-MAKER. Women employed at Cambridge to attend on 

_ the students, sweep their rooms, &c. They will put their 
hands to any thing, and are generally blest with a pretty 
family of daughters; who unmake the beds as fast as they 
are made by their mothers. ? 

BEEF. To cry beef; to give the alarm. They have cried 
beef on us. Cant. To be in a man’s beef; to wound him 
with a sword. To be in a woman’s beef; to having carnal 
knowledge of. her. Say you bought your beef of me; a 

. Jocular request from a butcher to a fat man, implying that 
he credits the butcher who serves him. 

BEEF EATER. A yeoman of the guards, instituted by Henry 
VII. Their office was to stand near the bouffet, or cup- 
board, thence called Bouffetiers, since corrupted to Beef | 
Eaters. Others suppose they obtained this name from the 
size of their persons, and the easiness of their duty, as 
having scarcely more to do than to eat the king’s beef. 

BrEs-Wax. Cheese. Cant. | 

BEETLE-BROWED. One having thick projecting eye-brows. 

BEETLE-HEADED. Dull, stupid. 

BrecarR Maker. A publican, or ale-house keeper. 

BEGGAR’S BULLETS, Stones. The beggar’s bullets began to 
fly, i. e. they began to throw stones. | 

BEILBY’s BALL. He will dance at Beilby’s Ball, where the 
sheriff pays the music; he will be banged. Who Mr. 
Beilby was, or why that ceremony was so called, remains, 
with the quadrature of the circle, the discovery of the phi- 
losopher’s stone, and divers other desiderata, yet undis- 
covered. 

BELAY. . To stop. Sea term. 

BEtcH. All sorts of beer; that liquor being apt to cause 
eructation. 

BELCHER. A yellow silk handkerchief, intermixed with white 
and a little black. The kiddy flashes his Belcher; the 
young fellow wears a silk handkerchief round his neck. 
First introduced by the celebrated Jem Belcher. 

BELL, Book, AND CANDLE. They cursed him with bell, 
book, and candle; an allusion to the popish form of ex- 
communicating and anathematizing persons who had of- 
fended the church, 

BELL, To BEAR THE. To excel or surpass all competitors, to 
be the principal in a body or society; an allusion to the 
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fore horse or leader of a team, whose harness is commonly 
ornamented with a bell or bells. Some suppose it a term 
borrowed from an ancient tournament, where the victorious 
knight bore away the belle or fair lady. Others derive 

_ it from a horse-race, or other rural contentions, where bells | 
were frequently given as prizes. : | 

Bettows. The lungs. 

BELLOWER. The town crier. : 

BELLowsER, Transportation for life: i. e. as long. 

BELLY. His eye was bigger than his belly; a saying of a 
‘person at table, who takes more on his plate than he can eat. 

BELLYFUL. A hearty beating, sufficient to make a man 
yield or give out. A woman with child is also said-to have 
got her belly full. ee 

BELLY CHEAT. An apron. oe 

BELLY PLEg. The plea of pregnancy, generally adduced by 
female felons capitally convicted, which they take care to 
provide for previous to their trials; every gaol having, as 

_the Beggar’s Opera informs us, one or more child-getters, 
who qualify the ladies for that expedient to procure a respite, 

BELLY TIMBER. Food of all sorts. | 

BELL Swaccer. A noisy bullying fellow. 

BELL WETHER. The chief or leader of a mob; an idea 
taken from a flock of sheep, where the wether has a bell 
about his neck. | 

BENDER. A sixpence. Cant. | 

BENDER. An ironical word used in conversation by flash 
people; as where one party affirms or professes any thing 
which the other believes to be false or insincere, the latter 
expresses his incredulity by exclaiming, Bender! or, if one 
asks another to do any act which the latter considers unrea- 
sonable or impracticable, he replies, O, yes, I’ll do it—_ 
Bender ; meaning, by the addition of the last word, that, 
in fact, he will do no such thing. 

‘BENE, Good.—BENAR. Better. Cant. : 

BENE Bowsk. Good beer, or other strong liquor. Cant. 

BENE Cove. A good fellow. Cant. 

BENE DARKMANS. Good night. Cant. 

BENE FEAKERS. Counterfeiters of bills. Cant. 

BENE FEAKERS OF GYBES. Counterfeiters of passes. Cant. 

BENESHIPLY. Worshipfully. Cant. 

Ben. A fool. Cant. 

BENISH. Foolish. 

BenJy. Avvest. Cant. 

BERMUDAS. A cant name for certain places in London, privi- 
leged against arrests, like the Mint, in Southwark. Ben 
Jonson. These privileges are abolished. Obsolete. 

Bess, or Betry. A small instrument used by house-breakers 
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to,fexce. open. doors. Bring: bess and.glim; bring the.ips# 
ment to force the door and :the dark lanthorn. -Small f1., 
dike those for Florence wine, .are also, called Betties. 

(BRS. See. BROWN ‘BESS. 

Bust. To get.your.meney at the best, signifies to.live, by. dlis- 
honest or fraudulent practices, without labour. er industry, 
according to the general acceptation.of the latter word; 
but, certainly, no persons have more. occasion to ,be ,wndajs- 
trious, and jn a state.of perpetual action ,than, crass -caves; 

_ jand, experience has proved, when too late, .to many of them, 
. that hanesty. is:the best:policy; and, .copsequently, that, the 
above phrase is by no means d propos. | 7 

‘BEST OF\A-CHARLEY. :Upsetting a watchqan in:his.box. 

Betty. A picklock; to unbetty, or betty.a lock, -4s,to. open 
or relock it, by means of the betty, so as. to ayojd, aubse- 
; quent. detection: 

Berry Martin. Phat’s, any ee, Betty Martins, an :answer 
to. any. one:that attempts to impose, or, humbyg:,.a corruption 
of ** Mihi beaie- mastinis.’ 

-REVBR. .A-morning’s luncheon: also aifine shat; beayer’s fur 
making the best hats. . 

BEVERAGE. Garnish :wonrey, .or money for drink, demanded 

iof iany.ene: having a new suit of clothes. ieee ' 

iBiBLE, .A hoatswain’s great axe. Sea.term. . 

BisLe OaTH. Supposed by the vulgar to. be «more binging 
than an oath taken on the Testament. only, .as being: the big- 

' ger book, and.generally containing .both the. Old aod New 
‘Testaments, = 

.Buppy, or: Cuick-a-Binby. . A chicken ; and, figuratively, a 
young wench. 

-BipgT ; commonly proronneed.. Bippy. .A kind of.tub, con- 
_trived for ladies.to wash themselves,, for which purpose they 
_bestride it Lke a Freneh pony, or post:borse, -called, in 
French, didets. 

BIENLY. Excellently. - . She wheedled..so bienly;. she coaxed 
omflattered.so cleverly. French. 

BILL AT SIGHT. To pay--a bill at..sight;-2 to. be. yeady at. all 
times for the venereal. act. 

BirK. To..cheat. Let. us: balk the ratlljng. cove; Jet us 

«cheat the hackney coachman, of his fare.., Cast. .Bilkinga 
coachman, a box-keeper, .and a poor. whore, were, formerly, 
among men of the town, thought gallant actions, 

. Brut or Sate, A widow’s weeds. See HOUSE.TO LET.” 

BILLINGSGATE LANGUAGE. Foul language or abnse. 

_gateis the market where the fishwomen; “assemble to. pur¢hase 
‘fish; and where, in. their dealings and_ disputes, they are 
somewbat apt to Jeave. seat) aa goed soanoers, a jiitle on 
: She loft. bend. 
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| BING. Te go. Cant. Biag avast; iget you gone. Binged 
| ''*vastin a darkmans; stole away in-the -hight. Bing we to 
' “°8umeville? shall we go.to Londan? 

| bingo. Brandy or other spirituous liquor. Cant. 

Binco Boy. A dram drinker. Cant. 

| Binco Mort. A female dram drinker. Cant. 
i Brnnacue Worp. A fine or affected word, which sailors 
| _ \jeeringly offer-to chalk up on the. binnacle. 

| Birp AND BaBy. The sign of the eggle.and child. 
! BIRD-wItTED. Inconsiderate, ‘thoughtless, easily: iaypesed on. 
| (Bird’s-BYE Wire, -A spotted handkerchief. Cant. 

BirpDs oF A FEATHER. Rogues of the same gang. 

sated yal Suit. ‘He-was inthis birth-day. suit, that is, stark 

‘Bisuop. A mixture of wine and water into which is. put a 
roasted orange. 

BISHOPPED, or To BISHOP. ‘A term used among horse-dealers 
for burning the mark into a horse's tooth after- he: has-lost it 
by:age: by bishopping, a'horse is made to appear younger 
than he:is, It is a common saying. of milk that is burnt, too, 
that the bishop has ‘set -his -foot in it. Formerly, when a 
‘bishop-passed ‘through:a village, ‘all.the inhabitants ran oat 
of their houses to solicit his blessing, even leaving their,milk, 

- &e.on the fire, to.take its chance, : ‘which, when: burnt, was 
‘said to be ibishopped. 

-BisHOP ‘THE BALLS. <A term. used. ,among printers, , io mater 
them. 

-Bir. Measy. He-grappled the cull’s bit; he seized the man’s 
money. A bit is also:the simallest.coin:in Jamaica, equal to 
about sixpence sterling. To grab the ..bit; to seize the 

- eabh. 

Bircu. A she dog or doggess; the most offensive appellation 
that canbe given to an English woman, even more provoking 
than that of where, as may be gathered .from the regular 
’Biltingsgate. or St. Giles’s answer——“:I may.be a-whore ; but 
can’t be.a bitch.” 

“Birea.. To'yield or. give »up an attempt through | fear, Fo 
stand bitch; to:make tea, or do the honaurs of the tea-table, 
spesforming:a female part: bitch there standing. for woman, 
species for genus. 

‘Bircu Boesy. A.country.wench. Military tere. 

(Ber-RawER. A.coiner. Cant... | 

Bir OF Gic. Fun. A spree, &c. - Cant. 3 

Brrr. To over-reach or impose; also to ateal. Cant. 
Biting was once esteemed a kind of wit, similar-to the bum- 
foug. «Am instance. of. it is. given in the: Spectator +—A, man, 
under sentence of death, having soldjhis bedy..to ..a. sur- 
geon, ‘rather v-below the market price, .on-.receiwpg the mo- 
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ney, cried A bite! Iam to be hanged in chains. To bite 

‘- the roger; to steal a portmanteau.: To bite the wiper; to 
steal a handkerchief. ‘To bite on the bridle; to be pinched, 
or reduced to difficulties. Hark ye, friend, whether do 
they bite in the collar or the cod-piece? Water wit to 
anglers. > : . a 

Bras. « A tell-tale, or one incapable of keeping a secret. - | 

Back AND WHITE. In writing. I have it:in black and white; 
I have written evidence. _ = » eg 

‘Brack ART. The art of picking alock. Cant. 

Biack A-sE. A copper or kettle. The pot calls the kettl 
black a—se. Cant. " + 

‘Buack Book. He is down in the black book; i.e. has a stain 
in his character. A black book is kept in most regiments, 
wherein the names of all persons. sentenced to punishment 
are recorded. | bavi: 

Buiack Box. A lawyer. Cant. | : 

BLACK D1AMONDS. Coals. Cant... © . > ag. 8 

Buack EYE. We gave the bottle a black eye; i. e. drank it 

- almost up. He cannot say black is the white of my eye; he 
cannot point out a blot in my character. gis. 

BLACK Fry. ‘The greatest drawback on the farmer is the black 
fly, i. e. the parson who takes the tithe of the harvest. 

BLAacK GuARD.. A shabby, mean fellow; a term said to be 
derived from a number of dirty, tattered, roguish boys, who 

| - attended. at the Horse Guards and Parade, in St. James’s 
Park, to black the boots and shoes of the soldiers, or to do 
any other dirty offices. These, from their constant attend- 

‘ance about: the time of guard mounting, were nick-named 
the black guards. 

Biack Jacx. A nick-name given to the late Recorder of 
London by the thieves. 

Biack Joke. A popular tune to a song, having for the 
burden, “ Her black joke and belly so white ;” figuratively, 
the black joke signifies the monosyllable. See MoNosytL- 
LABLE, . | 

Brack Lees. A gambler or sharper on the turf or in the 
cock-pit; so called, perhaps, from their.appearing generally 
in boots; or else from game-cocks, whose legs are always 
black. Soe 

BiacKk Monpay. The first Monday after the school-boys’ 
holidays, or breaking up, when they are to go to school and 
produce or repeat the tasks set them. i, He os 

BLACK PsaLM. ‘To sing the black psalm; to cry: a saying 
used to children. 

-Buack Spice Racket. To rob chimney-sweepers of their 
soot-bag and soot. . 

BLACK Spy. The devil; a smith; an informer. Cant. 
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Biack Strap. Bene Carlowine; also port. A task of labour 
_ imposed on soldiers at Gibraltar, as a punishment for small 
offences, 

BLANK. To look blank; to appear disappointed or con- 
founded. | 

BLANKET Hornpips. ‘The amorous congress. 

BLARNEY. He has licked the blarney stone; he deals in the 
wonderful, or tips us the traveller. ‘The blarney stone is a 
triangular stone on the very top of an ancient castle of that 
name in the county of Cork, in Ireland, extremely difficult 

of access; so that to have ascended to it was considered as 
a proof of perseverance, courage, and agility, whereof many 
are supposed to claim the honour who never achieved the ad- 
venture: and to tip the blarney is, figuratively used, telling 
a marvellous story, or falsity; and also sometimes to express 
flattery. Trish. 

BLASTED FELLOW, or BRIMSTONE. Aun abandoned rogue 
or prostitute. Cant, | a 

Buast. To curse. | | ar 

BuaTer. Acalf. Cant. 

BLEACHED Mort. A fair-complexioned wench. | 

BLEATERS. Those cheated by Jack in a box. Cant. See 
JACK 1N A Box. ; 

BLEATING CHEAT. .A sheep. ‘Cant. 

BLEATING Ric. Sheep-stealing. Cant. 

BLEEDERS. Spurs. He clapped his bleeders to his pels 
put spurs to his horse. 

BLEEDING CuLLY. One who parts easily with -his money, or 
bleeds freely. 

BLESSING. A small quantity over and above the measure, 
usually given by huxters dealing in peas, means, and other 
vegetables. 

BuinD. A feint, pretence, or shift. | 
Buinp CuegKs, The breech. Buss blind cheeks; kiss mine 
a—se. med 

Buinp Cupip. The backside. ) 

BLIND Excuse. A poor or insufficient excuse. A blind ale- 
house, lane, or alley; an obscure or little known or fre- 
quented ale-house, lane, or alley. 

BLIND Harpers... Beggars, counterfeiting blindness, playing 
on fiddiles, &c. 

BLINDMAN’s Houivpay. Night, darkness. 

Buink. Aight. Cant. 

BLock-Housges. Prisons, houses of correction, &c. 

Buone. A girl. Cant. 

BuLoop. A riotous disorderly fellow. 
BLoopD For Bioop. A term used by tradesmen for bartering 
Cc 
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the different commodities in which they dewt. ‘Thas # 
hatter furnishing a hosier with a hat, and ‘taking payinent 
in stockings, is said to deal blood for blood. | 
BLoop Money. The reward given by the législature on the 
conviction of highwaymen, burglars, &c. ae 
Bitoopy Back. A jeering appellation for a soldier, allading 
_ to his scarlet coat. eae 
BLoopy. A favourite word used by the thievés in sweating, 
. as bloody eyes, bloody rascal. Trish. | | 
BLoopy-JemMy. A hot baked sheep’s head: 
BLoss or BLOWEN. The pretended wife of a bully or ‘sbop- 
lifter. Cant. a a _ : 
LOT THE SKRIP-AND JAR IT. To stand engaged or bound 
for anyone. Cant. - | | 
Biow. He has bit the blow, i.e. he has stolen the goods. 
_ Cant. | ‘ : 7 
BLow A prostitute. | a 
BLoweEN. A mistress or whore of a gentlefnan of the stdthp. 
The blowen kidded the swell into a snoozing ken, and 
shook him of bis dummee and thimble; the girl inveigled 
the gentleman into a brothel atid robbed him of his pocket 
book and watch. — —_ - 
BLoweR. A pipe. . How the swell funks his blower ‘4nd 
lushes red tape; what.a smoke the gentleman niakés with 
. his pipe, and drinks brandy. © 5 
BLow A CLoup. To smoke a pipe. Cant: ae ha 
bt Levme blow.a yom me prod spend te 
i Ti nightly.” 
= = id —— Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 


: «s A civiller Swell : 
I'd never wish to blow a cloud with.” 
| Crib’s Memorial. . 


Brow THz Grounsits. To lie with a woman dn the 
floor. Cant. , 

prow Tee Gas, To confess, or impeach a confedérate. 
Cant. < 

Biow THE Garr. A person ‘Havitig any secret in his 
possession, or a knowledge of any thing injurious to ano- 
ther, when at last induced, from revenge or other motive, 
to tell it openly to the world and expose him publicly, is 
then said to have blown the gaff upon bim. = 

BLow-up. A discovery, or the confusion occasroned by one. 

BLowse, or BLOWSABELLA. A woman whose hair is di- 
shevelled, and hanging about her face; a slattern. 

BLuBBER. The mouth.—I have stopped the cull’s labber ; 
I have stopped the fellow’s mouth, meant either by gagging 
or murdering him. 


! 
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BLUBRER. To cry. ican LS pe RS 

BLUBBER, TO SPORT. Said of a large coarse woman, who 
exposes her bosom. 

BLuBBER CHEEKS,. Large flaccid cchesks, bangiug like the 
fat or lubber of a whale. 

BiuE. To look blue; to be confounded: terrified, or dais: 
pointed. Blue asa razor; perhaps, blue as azure. 

BuLuE DeviLs, Low spirits. 

BuiuE Fuiac. He'has hoisted the blue flag; he has com- 
menced publican, or taken a public house; an allygion to 
the blue aprons worn by publicans. See ADMIRAL OF, THE 
BLUE. 

BiuE Moon. In allusion toa long time before such a cir- 
cumstance happens, ‘‘ O yes, in a blue moon.’ 

BLuE PicEons. Thieves who steal lead off houses and 
churches, Cant. To fly a blue pigeon ; to steal lead 
ff houses or churches. 

Buveg Pxoum. A bullet. — Surfeited with a blue plum ; 
wounded with a bullet. A sortment of George R—’s blue 
plums; a volley of ball, shot from soldiers’ firelocks. 

Biue Ruin. Gin. Cant. 

BLUE SKIN. A person begotten on a black woman by a 
white man. One of the blue squadron; any one having 
a cross of the black breed, or, as it is termed, a lick of 
the tar-brush. 

BLUE TAPE, or SKY BLUE... Gin. 

Buurr. Fierce, surly. He looked as bluff 2 as bull beef. 

BLUuFFER. An inn-keeper. Cant, 

BLuNDERBuss. A short gun, with a wide Ore for ue 
slugs; also a stupid, blundering fellow. 

BuuNT. Money. Cant... 

BLUNT, POST THE. To tip the cash, en. er. | 

; «© When old Jack. Wiggins connts for me my, ecore,.. 

Ll bid him post the blunt for me no more.” 
Vide Randall’s Dairy. 

Buusren. To talk big, to hector or bully. 

BoaRbD or GREEN CuioTH. A billiard ta le. 

BOARDING SCHOOL, Bridewell, Newgate, or any other pri- 
son, or house of correction. 

Bos. A shoplifter’s assistant, or one that receives and carries 
off stolen goods. All is bob; all is safe. Cant. 

Bos. A shilling. 

BosBED. Cheated, tricked, disappointed. 

Bossisu. Smart, clever, spruce, doing well. 

Bos Tait. A lewd woman, or one that plays with her tail ; 
also an impotent man, or au eunuch. Tag, rag, and bob- 
tail; a mob of all sorts of low people. To shift one’s bob; 
to move off, or go away. To beara bob; to join in chorus 

C2 


i. 


on i 


ad 


BON 
with any singers. Also a term used by the sellers of game, 
for a partridge. | 


Bopy SNATCHERS. Bum bailiffs. 
Bopy oF DIVINITY BOUND IN BLACK CALF. A parson. 
Boc LANDER. An Irishman; Ireland being famous for its 
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large ‘bogs, which furnish the chief fuel in many parts of 
that kingdom. 

oG TROTTER. The same. | 

oG House The necessary house. To go to bog; to go to 
stool. | 

ocy. Ask bogy, i.e. ask mine a-se. Sea-wit. 

OH. Said to be the name of a Danish general, who so terri- 
fied his opponent Foh, that he caused him to bewray him- 
self. Whence, when we smell a stink, it is customary to 
exclaim, Foh! i. e.I smell general Foh. He cannot say 
Boh to a goose; i. e. he is a cowardly or sheepish fellow. 
There is a story related of the celebrated Ben Jonson, who 
‘always dressed very plain, that, being introduced to the 


presence of a nobleman, the peer, struck by his homely 


ta 


appearance and awkward’ manner, ‘exclaimed, as if in doubt, 
** you Ben Jonson! why you look as if you could not say 
Boh to a goose!” *‘ Boh!” replied the wit. Obsolete. 


“Botp. Bold as ‘a miller’s shirt, which every day takes a 


Ve ‘rogue by the collat! ©: 
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OLT. A blunt arrow. oe aes 
OLT UpricHT. As erect, or straight up, as an arrow set on 
its end." * a 7 nN ave ge 

OLT. To run suddenly out of one’s house, or hiding 


‘ place, through fear; a term borrowed from a rabbit-warren, 
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where the rabbits are made to bolt, by sending ferrets 
into their burrows: we set the house on fire, and made hin 
bolt. To bolt, also means to swallow meat without chew- 
ing: the farmer’s servants in Ként are famious for bolting 
large quantities of pickled pork. © 

OLT-iIN-TuN. A term founded on the cant word bolt, 
and merely a fanciful variation, very common among flash 
persons, there being in London a famous inn so called ; it is 
customary when a man has run away from his lodgings, 
broke out of a jail, or made any other sudden movement, 
to'say the Bolt-in-tun is concerned; or, He’s gone to the 
Bolt-in-tun; instead of simply saying, He has bolted, &c. 
See BOLT. : | 


Botus. A nick-name for an apothecary. f 
Bone Box. The mouth. Shut your bone box; shut your 


‘ 


mouth. 


‘BoneD. Seized, apprehended, taken up by a constable; 


Cant. Tell us how you was ‘boned, signifies, tell us the 
story of your apprehension; a common request among fel- 
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low-prisoners in a jail, &c. which is readily complied with in 
general; and the various circumstances therein related afford. 
present amusement, and also useful hints for regulating their 
future operations, so as to avoid the like misfortune. 

Bone Picker. A footman. 

Bongs. Dice. 

BoNE SETTER. A hard-trotting borse. 

BoNNET.. A concealment, pretext, or pretence; an ostensible 
manner of accounting for what you really mean to conceal ; 
‘as a man who actually lives by depredation will still 
outwardly follow some honest employment, as a clerk, 
porter, newsman, &c. By this system of policy, he is 
said to have a good bonnet if he happens to get boned; 
and, in a doubtful case, is commonly discharged on the 
score of having a good character. To bonnet for a person, 
is to corroborate any assertion he has made, or to relate 
facts in the most favourable light, in order to extricate him 

from a dilemma, or to further any object he has in view. 

Boosy, or Doe Boosy. An awkward lout, clodhopper, or 
country fellow. See CLODHOPPER and Lour. A bitch 
booby; a country wench. 

Boosy Hutcu. A one-horse chaise, noddy, buggy, or 
leathern bottle. 

Books. Cards to play with. To plant the books; to place 
the cards in the pack in an unfair manner. 

Book-KEEPER. One who never returns borrowed books. 
Out of one’s books; out of one’s favour. Out of his 
books; out of debt. 

Boot CarcHer. The servant at .an inn whose business it: 

- Is to clean the boots of the guest. 

Boots. The youngest officer of a regimental mess, whose 
duty it is to skink, that is, to stir the fire, snuff the candles, 
and ring the bell. See SKINK. To ride in any one’s old 
boots ; to marry or keep his cast-off mistress. 

Booty. To play booty; cheating play, where the player 
purposely avoids winning. 

Bo-PEEP. One who sometimes hides himself, and sometimes 
_ appears publicly abroad, is said to play at bo-peep. Also 
one who lies perdue, or on the watch. 

Boros. A shilling, A HALF BORDE; a sixpence. 

BorRDELLO. A house of ill fame. 

Bore, A tedious, troublesome man or woman, one who bores 
the ears of his hearers with an uninteresting tale; a term 
much in fashion about the years 1780 and 1781. 

Borine. Vide FIBBING. 

BORN UNDER A THREEPENNY HALFPENNY PLANET, NEVER 
TO BE WORTH A Groat. Said of any person reniarkably 
unsuccessful in his attempts or profession. 
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Bosxy, In the cant of the Oxonians, being tipsy. 

Borce. A nick-name for a taitor. 

BoruEeReD, or BOTH-EARED. Talked to at both ears by dif- 
ferent persons at the same time; confounded, confused. 
Trish phrase. 

BOTTLE-HEADED. Void of wit. 

Bottom. A polite term for the posteriors. Also, in the sport- 

_ Ing sense, strength and spirits to support fatigue; as a bot- 
tomed horse. Among bruisers it is used to express a hardy 
- fellow, who will bear a good beating. 

BoTTOMLEss Pit. The monosyllable. 

sees Wide in the boughs; with large hips and oie: 

ors 

Boveus. He is up in the boughs ; ‘he is ina passion. 

Bounce. To bully, threaten, talk’ loud, or affect great 
conséquence; to bounce a person out of any thing, is to use 
threatening or high words, in order to intimidate him, and 
attain the object you are intent upon; or to obtain goods of 
‘a:tradesman, by assuming the appearance of great respecta- 
bility and importance, so as to remove any suspicion he might 
at first entertain. A thief, detected in the commission of a 
robbery, has been known by this sort oi finesse, ‘ided by.a 

genteel ape earance and poljte manners, to ‘persuade his ac- 
ca of his isnocetice, ard not only to get off with a good 
grace, but induce them to apologize for their supposed mis- 

- take, and the affront put upon him, This master-stroke of 
effrontery is called giving it to’em upon the bounce. ° 

Bounce. A person well or ony dressed, is said to be 

a rank bounce. 

BouNcER. A large man or woman; also a great lie. 

Bouncine Creat, A bottle; from the explosion in drawing 
the cork. Cant. 

Bounc. A purse. Cant. : 

Boune Nipper. Acut purse. Cart, Formerly, purses were 

- worn at the girdle, from whence they were cat. 

Booss, or Bouse. Drink. | 

Boosey. Drunk. : 

Bow.LEv Out. A wan who has followed the ee of 
thieving for some time, when he is ultimately taken, tried, 
and convicted, is said to be bowled out at tist. To bowl a 
person out, in a general sense, means to detect him in the 

‘ commission of any fraud or peculation, which he has hitherto 
"practised without discovery. — , 

BowMAN. A ttef. Cant. 

BowsED. Tightened up, done up. Sea term. 

Bowstne Ken. An ale-house or gin-shop. 

BowsrritT. The nosé, from its being the most projecting eee 
of the human face, as the bowsprit is of a. ship: 
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Bow-wow Mutton. Dog's flesh. | 

Bow-wow Suop. A salesman’s shop in Monmouth-street; so 
called because the servant barks and the master bites. See 
BARKER, ae 

Box, THE. Prepare for battle. Sea term. 

Box THE Compass. To say or repeat the mariner’s com- 
pass, not only backwards or forwards, but, also, to be able 
to answer any and all questions respecting its divisions. Sea 
term. 

Box THE JESUIT AND GET Cock RoAcHEs. A sea term 
for masturbation; a crime, it is said, much practised by the 
reverend fathers of that society. 

BoxIANA. The name of a work, which contains the lives and 
battles of all the prize pugilists. A complete history of 
boxing, from the days of Figg and Broughton to Cribb and 
the Nonpareil. ; | 

BRACE UP, To. To dispose of stolen goods by pledging them for 
the utmost you can get at a pawnbroker’s, is termed bracing 
them up. Cant. | 

BRACE OF SNaps. Instantly. Sea term. 

BRACKET-FACED, Ugly, hard-featured. 

Braps. Money; but generally meant for halfpence. Cant. 

Brac. A money-lender. Cant. Fellows who advertize to 
relieve persons in distress, but who make them pay dearly for 
such accommodation; and promising, at all times, more 
than they intend to perform. | 

BRAGGET. Mead and ale sweetened with honey. 

BRAGGADOCIA. A vain-glorious fellow, a boaster. | 

BRAINS. If you had as much brains as guts, what a clever 
fellow you would be! a saying to a stupid fat fellow. To 
have some brains in his guts; to know something. 

BRAN-FACED. Freckled. He was christened by a baker, he 
carries the bran in his face. = | | 

BRANDY-FACED. Red-faced, as if from drinking brandy. 

Brat. A child or infant. | 

Bray. A vicar of Bray; one who frequently changes his 
principles, always siding with the strongest party; an allusion 
to a vicar of Bray, in Berkshire, commemorated in a well 

_ known ballad for the pliability of his conscience. ~~ 

BRAZEN-FACED. Bold-faced, shameless, impudent. 

BREAD. Employment. Out of bread; out of employment. 
In bad bread; in a disagreeable scrape or situation. 

BREAD AND BUTTER FASHION. ,One slice upon the other. 
John and his maid were caught lying bread and butter fashion. 
To quarrel with one’s bread and butter; to act contrary to 
one’s interest. To know on which side one’s bread is but- 
tered; to know one’s interest,, or what is hest for one. — It is 
no bread apd putter of mine; J have np business with its 
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_ of, rather, 1 won't iutermeddle, because I shall get nothing 
by it. : 

Baap Basxer. The stomach; a term used by boxers. I 
took him a punch in his bread-basket; i.e. I gave him a blow in 
the stomach. . aa | et 

BREAK-TEETH WorDs. Hard words, difficult to pronounce. 

BREAKING SHINS. Borrowing money; perhaps from the figura- 
tive operation being, like the real one, extremely disagree- 

_ able to the patient. | ' 

BREAKING UP OF THE SPELL. The nightly termination of the 
performances at the Theatres Royal, which is regularly attend- 
ed by pickpockets of the lower order, who exercise their vo- 
cation about the doors and avenues leading thereto, until the 
houses are emptied and the crowd dispersed. 

BREECHED. \Money in the pocket. The swell is well breeched, 
let’s draw him; the gentleman has plenty of money in his 
pockets, let’s rob him. 

BrReecHEs. To wear the breeches: a woman who governs her 
husband is said to wear the breeches. 

BREEZE. To raise a breeze; to kick up a dust, or breed a 
disturbance. | 

BRIDGE. To make a bridge of any oue’s nose; to push the 
bottle past him, so as to deprive him of his turn of filling 
his glass: to pass one over. 

BRIDGE. ‘To bridge a person, or throw him over the bridge, 
is, in a general sense, to deceive him by betraying the confi- 
dence he has reposed in you, and, instead of serving him 
faithfully, involve him in ruin or. disgrace; or, three men 
being concerned alike in any transaction, two of them will 
form a collusion to bridge the third, and engross to themselves 
all the advantage that may eventually accrue. Two persons 
having been engaged in a long or doubtful contest or rival- 
ship, he who, by superior art or perseverance, gains the 
point, is said to have thrown his opponent over the bridge. 
Among gamblers, it means deceiving the person who had 
backed you, by wilfully losing the game; the money so lost 
by him being shared between yourself. and your sulederates 
who had laid against you. In playing three-handed games, 
two of the party will play into each others’ hands, so that the 
third must inevitably be thrown over the bridge; commonly 
called, two poll one. See PLAY ACROSS, 

Brim. (Abbreviation of brimstone.) An abandoned woman: 
perhaps, originally, only a passionate or irascible woman, 
compared to brimstone for its inflammability. 

BRING TO. Tostop. Sea phrase. . 

BRISTOL MILK. A Spanish wine, called Sherry, much drank 
at that place, particularly in the morning. 

BRisTOL MAN. The son of an Irish thief and a Welch whore. 
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British CHAMPAGNE. Porter. 

Broaps. Cards. Cant. 

BROGANIER. One who has a strong Irish pronunciation or 
accent. 

Brocurg. A particular kind of shoe without a heel, worn 
in Ireland, and figuratively used to signify the Irish accent. 

Broom iT. Make off, run away. 

Broomsticks. See QUEER BAIL. 

BLADE. A soldier. 

Buskin. A player. 

Bune. A brewer. 

Coir. A serjeant at law. 

GussET. A pimp. 

QuILL. An author. 

Strinc. A fiddler. 

Wurp. A coachman. 

BROTHER STARLING. One who lies with the same woman, 
that is, builds in the same nest. 

BROUGHTONIAN, A boxer, a disciple of Broughton, who was 
a beef-eater, and once the best boxer of his day. 

Brown. Doing it Brown. Gammon. - 

BROWNS AND WHISTLERS. Bad halfpence: and farthings a 
term used by coiners. 

Brown Bess. A soldier’s firelock. To hug brown Bess; to 
carry a firelock, or serve as a private soldier. 

BROWN GEORGE. An ammunition loaf. A wig without pow- 
der; similar to the undress wig worn by his late majesty. 

Brown Mapa, or BRown Miss. The monosyllable, 

Brown Stupy. Said of one absent, in a reverie, or thoughtful. 

Bruiser. A boxer; one skilled in the art of boxing; also an 
inferior workman among chasers. 

BrusH. To runaway. Let us buy a brush and lope; let 
us go away or off. To have a brush with a woman; to lie 
with her, ‘To have a brush with a man; to fight with him. 

- The cove cracked the peter and bought a brush - the fellow 
broke open the trunk and then ran away. 

BRUSHER. A bumper, a full glass. See BUMPER. 

Bus. Strong beer. 

BuBBER. A drinking bow]; also a great drinker; a thief that 
steals plate from public-houses. Cant. 

BussBLe To Cheat. 

BAk THE BuBBLe. To except against the general rule, 
that he who lays the odds must always be adjadget the loser: 
this is restricted to bets laid for liquor. 

BuBBLy Jock. A turkey-cock. ° Scotch. 

BUBBLE AND SQUEAK. “Beef and cabbage fried fogaier. It 
is so called from its bubbling up and squeaking whilst over 
the fire. 

Buck. A blind horse; also a gay debauchee. 
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Buck, TO RUN A. To polla bad vote at an election. righ 
term. : 

Buck BatL. Bail given by a sharper for one of the gang. 

Buck OF THE FIRST HEAD. One who in debauchery sur- 

. passes the rest of his companions, a blood, or choice spirit. 

. There are in London divers lodges or societies of Bucks, 
formed in imitation of the Free Masons; one was held at 
the Rose, in Monkwell-street, about the year 1705. The 
president is styled the Grand Buck. A buck sometimes sig- 
nifies a cuckold. 

BucKEEN. Aminor buck. Irish. 3 

Bucket. To kick the bucket; to die. | 

Bucket. To bucket a person is synonymous with putting bim 
in the well. See WeLu. Such treatment is said to be a 
bucketing concern. 

Buck’s Face. A cuckold. 

Bucx Fircy. A lecherous old fellow. | 

BucKINGER’s Bogt. The monosyllable. Matthew Buckinger 
was born withaut hands and Jegs; notwithstanding which he 
drew coats of arms very neatly, and could write the Lord’s 
Prayer within the compass of a shilling; he was married to a 
tall handsome woman, and traversed the country, showing 
himself for money. | - 

BucKLEs. Fetters. | 

BuDGE, or SNEAKING BuDGE. One that slips into houses in 
the dark, to steal cloaks or other clothes. Also lambs’ 
fur formerly used for doctor’s robes, whence they were 
called budge, doctors. Standing budge; a thief’s scout 
or spy. ‘ 

Buper. To move, or quit one’s station, Don’t budge. 
from hence; i. e. don’t move from hence, stay here. 

Bupes. Drink. Cant. 

Bupee Kain. A public-house. Scotch slang. 

Bupert. A wallet. To open the budget; a term used to 
signify the notification of the taxes required by the minister 
for the expenses of the ensuing year: as, To-morrow the 
minister.will go to the house, and open the budget. 

Burr. Allin buff; stript to the skin, stark naked. 

Burr.: To stand buff; to stand the brunt. To swear as a 
witness. He buffed it home, and I was served; he swore 
hard against me, and I was found guilty. 

Burrek. A dog. Buffer’s nob; a dog’s head. Cant. 

‘BUFFER NABBER. A dog stealer. Cant. 

BUFFER. One that steals and kills horses and dogs for their 
skins; also an inn-keeper: it signifies also a boxer. | 

« And the first words the Buffer said, - 


Were,—‘ By the jiving Jingg, Ned,” &c. 
Vide Randall’s Diary. _ 
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« And whips waved high, and fists flew out, 
For Belcher leapt the ring without, 
And peeled the Buffers dexterously.” 
Ibid. 


« The Buffers, both boys of ‘ The Holy Ground.’” 
Crib’s Memorial, 


BurreR. A man who takes an oath: generally applied to 
Jew bail. 

BUFFLE-HEADED, Confused, stupid. 

Buc. A nick-name given by the Irish to Englishmen; bugs 
having, as it is said, been introduced into Ireland by the 
English, | ! 

Buc. A cant word among journeymen hatters, signifying 
the exchangiug some of the dearest materials of which a 
hat is made for others of less value. Hats are composed 
of the furs and wool of divers animals, among which is a 
small portion of beavers’ fur. Bugging is stealing the 
beaver, and substituting in lieu thereof an equal weight 
of some cheaper ingredient. Bailiffs who take money to 
postpone or refrain the serving of a writ, are said to bug 

_ the writ. : 

Buc-HunTER. An upholsterer. i 

BucaBor. A scure-babe, or bully beggar. Sheriff’s officer. 

BucaBoo. A tally man: one who cails for his money weekly: 
the person owing the money, asks if the bugaboo has 
been, when he is compelled to keep ont of sight from the 
want of cash. 

Buccy. A one-horse chaise. 

BuLK AND Fixe. Two pickpockets; -the bulk jostles the 
party to be robbed, and tlie file does the business. 

BuLKER. One who lodges all night on a bulk or projectian 
before old-fashioned shop windows. : 

BuLkiE. Aconstable. Scotch slang. = 

Butt. A Stock Exchange term for one who buys stock on 
speculation for time, i. e. agrees with the seller, ealled 
a bear, to take a certain sum of stock at a future day, ata 
stated price: if at that day stock fetches more than the 
price agreed on, he receives the difference; if it falls or is 
cheaper, he either pays it, or becomes a lame duck, and 
waddiles out of the Alley. See Lame Duck and Baar. 

Buty. A blunder; from one Obadiah Bull, a blundering 
lawyer of London, who lived in the reign of Henry VII.: 
by a bull, is now always meant a blunder made by an Irish- 
man. A bull was also the name of false hair formerly 
much worn by women. To look like bull beef, or as bluff 
as bull beef; to look fierce or surly. Town bull, a great 
whore-master, 

' Buty. A’crown piece. Har BULL; half a crown. 
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Butt Bercear, er: ButLy, BEGGAR. An imaginary being 
with which children are threatened by servants and nurses, 


like Raw Head and Bloody Bones. 


Buut Cay. A great hulkey orclumsy fellow. See HULKEY. | 


Buy Cun. A fat chubby child. 
Buxu Docs. Pistols. 


Butt HanKers. Men who delight in the sport of bull- | 
hanking; that is, bull-baiting, or bullock-hunting, games — 


which afford much amusement, and, at the same time, fre- 
quent opportunities of depredation, in the confusion and 
alarm excited by the enraged animal. 7 
-BuLiin TrousLe. Meaning the bull in the pound. Cant. 
Buu's EYE. A crown-piece. 


Bu ivy’s FEATHER. A born: he wears the bull’s feather ; he : 


is a cuckold. 
BuLLock. To hector, bounce, or bully. 


BuLiy. A cowardly fellow, who gives himself airs of great 


bravery, A bully buff cap; a hector. See HECTOR. 
Buty Back. A bully to a bawdy-house; one who is kept 


in pay, to oblige the frequenters of the house to submit | 


to the impositions of the mother abbess, or bawd; and who | 


also sometimes pretends to be the husband of one of the — 


ladies, and, under that pretence, extorts money from green- 
horns, or ignorant young mera, whom he finds with her. 
See GREENHORN. | 

Buty Cock. One who foments quarrels in order to rob the 
persons quarrelling. 
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Butty Trap. A brave man with a mild or effeminate ap- — 


pearance, by whom the bullies are frequently taken in. 
Bum. The breech or backside. 


Bum. To arrest a debtor. The gill bummed the swell — 
for a thimble; the tradesman arrested the gentleman for . 


a watch. 


Boum Trap. A sheriff's officer who arrests debtors. Ware — 
hawke! the bum traps are fly to our panny; keep a good — 


~~ Jook out, the bailiffs know where our house is situated. 
Boum Baitirr, or Trap. A sheriff's officer, who arrests debt- 
ors; so-called, perhaps, from following his prey, and being 


at their bums, or, as the vulgar phrase is, hard at their a-ses. | 


Blackstone says it is a corruption of bound bailiff, from 
their being obliged to give bond for their good behaviour. 


Bum Boat. A boat attending ships to retail greens, drams, : 


' &¢. commonly rowed by a woman; a kind of floating chan- 
dler’s shop. | 

Boum. .BrusHerR. A schoolmaster. 

Bum CHARTER. A name given to bread steeped in hot water, 


by the first unfortunate inhabitants of the English Bastile, — 
where this miserable. fare was their daily breakfast, each man 
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receiving, with his scanty portion of bread, a quart of boiled 

_ water from the cook’s coppers. 

Bum Fovper. Soft paper for the necessary house, or forehecul: 

BUMFIDDLE. The backside, the breech. See ARs Musica. 

Bumso. Brandy, water, and sugar; also the negro name’ for 
the monosyllable. 

BUMKIN. A raw country fellow. 

BumMeED. Arrested. 

Bumper. A full glass; in all likelihood from its convexity or 
bump at the top: some derive it from a full glass formerly 
drank to the health of the pope—au bon pere. 

BumMPiNnG. A ceremony performed on boys perambulating the 
bounds of a parish on Ascensiun:day, when they have: their 
posteriors bumped against the stones marking the ‘boundaries, 
in order to fix them in their memory. 

Bun. A common name for a rabbit; also for the titonosyitable. 
To touch bun for luck; a } practice: observed among sailors 
going on a cruize. 

Bunce. Money. Cant. 

BUNCH OF Fives. The fist. Pugilistic cant.— 

"Your powers of handling we saw in a 'trice, 

When your bunch of five tickled his mans, and then ribbed him.” 
Lines to Painter, on his Fight with Okver:—Vide Randall's Diaty. 

BUNDLING. ‘A man and woman sleeping inthe same bed, he 
with his small-clothes, and she with her petticoats on; dn 
expedient practised 1 in America, on a scarcity of beds, where, 
on such an occasion, husbands and parents frequently per- 
mitted travellers to bundle with their wives and daughters. 
This custom is now abolished. Vide Duke of Rochefoucault’s 
Travels in America. But it is a common practice in Wales 
among sweethearts. 

BuUNG UPWARDs. Said of a person lying on his face. 

BuneG your Eye. Drink a dram; strictly speaking, to drink 

till one’s eye is bunged up or closed. 

Bunt. An apron. 

BuNTER. A low dirty prostitute, half whore and half beggar. 

BUNTLINGS. Petticoats. Cant. 

Bouricx. A prostitute. Cant. 

Burn Crust. A jocular name for a baker. 

BuRN THE KEN. Strollers living in an ale-house without 
paying their quarters are said to burn the ken. Cant. 

BuRNING SHAME, Having a watchman placed at the door 
of a bawdy-house, with a lantern on his staff, in the day- 
time, to deter persons from going inand out: done by parish- 
officers to clear the neighbourhood of such sorts of houses. 

BuRNER. Aclap. The blowen tipped the swell a burner: the 
girl gave the gentleman a clap. 
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‘Burner. He.is no burner of navigable rivers; i. e.; he .is no. 
conjurer, or man of extraordinary abilities; or, rather, he i 

_ but a simple fellow. See THAMEs. . 

BurRNT. Poxed or chapped. He was sent out a sacrifice, 

. came home a burnt offering; a saying of seamen who have, 
been “ in for the plate” abroad. He has burnt his fingers;}: 
he has suffered by his meddling. 

Burr. A hanger on, or dependant; an allusion to the field} 

_ burrs, which are not easily got rid of. Also the Nortbua-|. 
brian pronunciation: the people of that country,. but 
chiefly about Newcastle and Morpeth, are said to have 8 
burr in their throats, particularly called the Newcastleburt. 

BurstTer, tup-penny. A two-penny loaf. Cant. | 

BusHep. Poor, without money. ea 

Buse. Bupsy. A full breasted woman, - 

_ Busuy Park. : A man who is poor is said to be at Bushy-park, 
or in the park.. Rn oaths 

Busx. A piece of whalebone, or ivory, formerly worn by wo- 
men, to stiffen the fore part of their stays: hence the toast 
—both ends of the busk. _ 

Buss BececarR. An old superannuated fumbler, whom none | 
but beggars will suffer to kiss them. 

Bus Naprer. A constable... Cant. | 

Bus Napper’s KENCHIN. A watchman. Cant. —_ 

Bustie. A cant.term for money. . 

Bustuz.. Any object effected very suddenly, or in a hurry, 
is said to be done upon the bustle. To give it to a man apon 
the bustle is to obtain any point, as borrowing money, &c. 
by some sudden story or pretence, and affecting great haste, — 
so that he is taken by surprise and becomes duped before he 
has time to consider of the matter. 

Busy. As busy as the devil in a high wind: as busy as a hea 
with one chick. , 

ButcueEr’s Doc. To belikeabutcher’s dog; i.e. lie by the beef 
without touching it: a simile often applicable to married med. 

Butr. A dependant, poor relation, or simpleton, on whow 
all kinds of practical jokes are played off; and who serves 
as a butt for all the shafts of wit and ridicule. 

Butrer AND Ecos Trot. A kind of short jog trot, such @5 
is used by women going to market, with butter and egg’- 
She looks as if butter would not melt in her mouth, .yet ! 
warrant you cheese would not choke her; a saying of a de- 
mure looking woman of suspected character. Don’t make 
butter dear; a gird at the patient angler. 

“BUTTERED Bun. One lying with a woman that bas just lain 

' with another man is said to have a buttered bun. 

BuTreRING up. Praising or flattering any person that does 
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not desetve it. It is nsed in that exquisite volume, Cribb's 
Memorial, thus— 
¢ For, knowing how, on Movlsey’s plain, 
The Champion fibb’d the poet's nob, 
This buttering-up, against the grain, 
We moony was curs’d genteel in Bob.” 
Vide Cribb's Memorial. 


Bettrock. A whore. Cant. A aes 

BuTrock-BROKER. A bawd, or match-uaker. ‘Cant. 

Butrocx Batt. The amorous cokgress. Cant. - 

a te AND FILE. A common where and a "pickpocket. 

ant a 

BuTTocK AND TwaANne, or Down Bovrotst AND SuaM: Bua. 
A common whore, but no pickpocket, 

Buttock AND Toncug. Ascolding wife. - 

Butrocxine Suor. A brothel. ‘ 

Button. A bad shilling, among’ coiners. — 

Buz. To buz a person is to pick his pocket.: The buzis the 
game of picking pockets in general. 

Buz Cové, or Buz Gtoaxk. A pickpocket: a person who is 
clever at this practice is said to be a good buz. -. 

BuzgzaRv. A simple fellow. A blind possard; 5 a _porbliod 
mdn of woman. — 

Bye Biow. A bastard. : eg K 
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Cas. A brothel. Mother, how many tails have you in 
your cab? how many girls have ‘you in your nanny ‘house? 

CaspacE. Cloth, stuff, or ‘silk, putloined by tailors from 
their employers, which they deposit in a place ‘called: hell 
or their eye; from the first, when taxed with ‘theie ‘knavery, 
they equivocally swear that, if they have taken any, they 
wish they may fitid it io het : or, alluding to the: seeond, 
protest that what they have ovér and above I is not more than 
they could put in their eye. 

CaBBAGE PLANT, or SUMMER Cxepieu: An umbrella. 
Cant. See SPREAD. 

CaBin. A house. [Irish term. 

Cacxie. To blab, or discover secrets. The cull is sJeaky, and 
cackles; the rogue tells all. Cant. See LEAKY. 

CACKLER. A hen. 

CackLerR’s Ken. A hen-roost. Cant. 

CacKLING CugaTs. Fowls. Cant. 

CackLING Farts. Eggs. Cant. 

CanpEE. A helper. An understrapper. 

Cance. To beg. Cadge the swells; beg of the gentlemen. 
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‘Cancer. A beggar, one of the lowest af the low. Cant, 

Carran. Cheese. Cant. 

Cac. To be cagged. To be sulky or out of humour. The 
cove carries the cag; the man is vexed or sullen. 

Cace. To cagg; a military term used by the private soldiers, 
signifying a solemn vow or resolution not to get drunk for a 
certain time; or, as the term is, till their cagg is out: which 
vow is commonly observed with the strictest exactness. Ez. 
I have cagged myself for six months. Excuse me this time, 
and I will. cagg myself for a year. This term is also used 
in the same sense among the common people of Scotland, 
where it is performed with divers ceremonies. 

‘Cace Maces. Old Lincolushire geese, which, having been 
plucked ten or twelve years, are sent up to London to 
feast the cockneys. 

Cac Mace. Bits and scraps of provisions. Bad meat. 

CAKE, or CAKEY. ..A foolish fellow. | aa 

‘CALF-SKIN FIDDLE. A drum. To smack calf’s skin: to 
kiss the book in taking an.oath. It is held by. the St. Giles’s 

 -casuists, that, by kissing one’s thumb instead of smacking 
calf’s skin, the guilt of. taking a false oath is avoided. 

Caves, . His calves :ure. gone to. grass; a saying of a. man 
with slender legs without calves. Veal willbe cheap, calves 
fall; said of a man whose calves fall awa 

Catves Heap Cius. A club instituted by ‘the Independents 
and eae ala to commemorate the decapitation of 
King Charles I. Their chief fare was calves heads; and 
they drank their wine and ale out of calves skulls. 

‘Cauinocus, Rum and spruce beer, American beverage. 

‘CALLE. A cloak or gown. Cant. 

CAMBRIDGE FoRTUNE.. A wind-mill, and a water-mill, used 
to signify a woman without any but personal endowments. 

.CAMBRIDGE OAK. A willow. | 

Camzsa. A shirt or shift. Cant. . Spanish. 

.Camp Canpugstick. A bottle, ar soldier’s bayonet. 

Cam Roaps, . Retreat. to Cambridge by. way of a change. 
Oxf. Univ. Cant. 

~CaNaRyY Birp. A jail bird, a person used to be. kept in 
a cage; also, in the canting sense, guineas; also a kept 
woman. Cant. 

‘ CANDLESTICKS. . Bad, small, or untunable bells. Hark! how 
the candlesticks rattle. ; 

Canny. Drunk. Irish. | . 

Cane. To lay Cane upon Abel; to beat any one with a 
cane or stick. 

CANISTER. The head. To mill his canister; to break 
his head. ; 

CanK. Dumb. 
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CANNIKEN. A small can: also, in the canting sense, the 

- plague. | ae 

CanT. A hypocrite, a double-tongued palavering fellow. 
See PALAVER. 

Cant. The flash language. 7 

Cant. To cant; to toss or throw: as, cant a slug into your 
bread room; drink adram. Sea wit. .— 

CANTERBURY Story. A long roundabout tale. 

CANTERS, or THE CANTING CREW. Thieves, beggars, and 
gypsies, or any others using the canting lingo. See Linco. 

CANTICLE. A parish clerk. 7 

CANTING. Preaching with a whining, affected tone, perhaps 
a corruption of chauuting; some derive it from Andrew 
Cant, a famous Scotch preacher, who used tbat whining 
manner of expression. Also, a kind of gibberish used by 
thieves and gypsies, called likewise pedlar’s French, the 
slang, &c. &c. 

Cant or DopBin. A roll of ribbon. Cant. 

Cap. To take one’s oath. I will cap downright; I will 
swear home. Cant. 

Cap. To take off one’s hat or cap. To cap the quadran- 
gle; a lesson of humility, or rather servility, taught under- 
graduates at the universities, where they are obliged to 
cross the area of the college, cap in hand, in reverence to 
the fellows who sometimes walk there. The same cere- 
mony is observed on coming on quarter deck of ships of 
war, although no officer should be on it. 

Cap. To support another’s assertion or tale. To assist 
a man in cheating. The file kidded the joskin with sham 
books, and his pal capped; the deep one cheated the 
countryman with false cards, and his confederate assisted 
in the fraud. . : 

Cap ACQUAINTANCE. Persons slightly acquainted, or only 
so far as mutually to salute with the hat on meeting. A 
woman who endeavours to attract the notice of any parti- 
cular man, is said to set her cap at him. 

Caper MERcHaNT A dancing master, or, hop merchant; 
marchand des capriolles.—French term. To cut capers ; 
to leap or jump in dancing. See Hop MERCHANT. 

Caron. A castrated cock, also an eunuch. — 

CAPRICORNIFIED. Cuckolded, hornified. 

CapsizE. To overturn or reverse. He took his broth till 
he capsized ; he drank till he fell outof his chair. Sea term. 

Captain COPPERTHORNE’s CREW. All officers; a saying 
of a company where every one strives to rule. | 
APTAIN Popp. A celebrated master of a puppet-show, ta 
Ben Jonson’s time, whose name became a common one to 
signify any of that fraternity. Obsolete. 3 
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CAPTAIN QUEERNABS. A shabby ill-dressed fellow. 

Captain Suarp. A cheating bully, or one, in a set of gam- 
blers, whose office is to bully any pigeon who, suspecting 
roguery, refuses to pay what he has lost. Cant. 

CapraIn Tom. The leader of a mob; also, the mob itsélf. 
Caravan. A large sum of money; also, a person cheated of 
such asum. Cant. | | 

CARBUNCLE Face. A red face, full of pimples. 

CaRDINAL. A cloak in fashion abont the year 1760. 

CARRIERS. A set of rogues who are employed to look out 
and watch upon the roads, at inns, &c. in order to carry 
information to their respective gangs of a booty in prospect. 

CARRION HunTER. An undertaker; called, also, a cold 
cook, and death hunter. See Coty Cook and DgatH 
HUNTER. - 

Carrots. Red hair. 

CARROTTY-PATED. Ginger-hackled, red-haired. See Gin- 
GER-HACKLED. 

CARRY THE KG. Any person who is easily vexed or put out 
of humour by any joke passed upon him, and cannot con- 
ceal his chagrin, is said to carry the keg, or is compared to 
a walking distiller. 

Carry WITCHET. A sort of conundrum, puzzilewit, or rid- 
dle. , : , 
Cart. To put. the cart before the horse; to mention the last 
part of astory first. :To be flogged at the cart’s a-se or tail ; 
persons guilty of petty larceny are frequently sentenced to 
be tied to the tail of a cart, and whipped, by the common 
executioner, to a certain distance: the degree of severity 
in the execution is left to the discretion of the executioner, 

who, it is said, has cats of nine tails of all prices. 

CaRVEL’s Rinc. The monosyllable. Ham Carvel, a jealous 
old doctor, bemg in bed with his wife, dreamed that the 
Devil gave him a ring, which, so leng as he hail it on his 
finger, would prevent: his being made a cuckold: waking, 
he found he had got his finger the L—d knows where. 
Rabelais and Prior's versification of the story. 

CARVER AND GILDER. A match-maker, 

CascaDE. ‘To vomit. - Sg 

Casg. A house of ill-fame; perhaps from the Italian casa. 
In the canting lingo 1s meant a store or ware house, as well as 
a dwelling-house. Tout that case; mark or observe that 
house. It is all bob, now let’s dub the gig of the case; now 
the coast,is clear, let us break open the door of ‘the house. 

— Vrow. A prostitute attached to a particular bawdy- 

ouse, a | 

CasH, or CAFFAN. Cheese. Cant. See CAFFAN. 

CastLe oF St. Tuomas. The Penitentiary in St. Thomas's 
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parish, where the frail part of the Oxford belles are sent 
under surveillance. Ozf. Univ. Cant. .--! -)  . * 
Caster. Accloak. Cant. 
CASTING UP ON&’s ACCOUNTS. Vomiting. 
Castor. A hat. To prig a castor; to steal a hat. 


“« Tom Trot. 
Took his new caster from his head.” 
Vide Randail’s Diary. 


Cat. A common prostitute. An old cat; a cross old woman. 

Cat, or SHooT THE Cat. To vomit from drunkenness: 

CaTAMARAN. Ap old scraggy woman; from a kind of: float 
made of spars and yards lashed together, for saving ae: 
wrecked persons. 

Cat AND KITTEN Ric. Stealing of pewter quart and pint 
pots from public-houses. Cant, 

CaT-Catt. A kind of whistle, chiefly used at theatres to 
interrupt the actors and damn a new piece. It derives 
its name from one of its sounds, which greatly resembles 
the modulation of an intriguing boar-cat. 

Catcu CLus. A member of the catch club; a Baim bailiff. 

Catcu Fart. A footboy; so called from such servants 
commonly following close behind their master or:mistress. — 

Catcuine HARvEsT. A dangerous time for a robbery, when 
maby persons are on the road, on account ot a horse-race, 
fair, or some other public meeting. 

Catcu PENNY. Any temporary contrivance to raise a con- 
tribution on the public. 

Catcu Pote. A bum bailiff, or sheriff’s officer. 

CatEr Cousins. Good friends. He and E are not cater 
cousins, i. e. we are not even cousins in the fourth degree, 
or four . times removed; that is, we. have not: the least 
friendly connexion. A 3 

CATERPILLAR. A nick name for a soldier. In the year 
1745, a soldier, quartered at a house near Derby, was de- 
sired by his landlord to call upon bim whenever he came 
that way; for, added he, soldiers are the pillars of :the 


nation. ' The Rebellion being finished, it-happened the same __ 


regiment was quarteretl in ‘Derbyshire, when the soldier 
resolved to accept of his landlord’s invitation,. and, aceord- 
ingly, obtained leave to go to him: but,-on -his arrival, 
he was greatly surprised to find a:very cold reception; 
whereupon, expostulating with his.landlord, he reminded bim 
of: his invitation, .dnd. the ‘circumstance of his having said, 
soldiers were. ihe. pillars of the nation. + If: 1 did, answered 
the host, I meant caterpillars. : 2 ne 
CATERWAULING. . Going -qut jin the night mn ‘search of in- 
-irigues, ener? inthe gutters, 5.4.) - 
D 
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CAT-HARPING FASHION, Drinking cross-ways, and not, as 
usual, over the left thumb. Sea term. 

CatT-HEADs, A woman’s breasts. . Sea phrase. 

CATHEDRAL. Old-fashioned. An old cathedral bedstead, 
chair, &c. 

Cat IN Pan. To turn cat in pan, to change sides or par- 
ties; supposed originally to have been to turn cate or cake 
in pan. 

CaT ne Tea, called also scandal broth. See SCANDAL 
BROTH. 

Cat Matcu. When a rook: or cully is engaged amongst 
bad bowlers. 

Cat OF NINE TaILs. A scourge composed of nine strings 
of whipcord, each string having nine knots: 

CATOLLER. A noisy, prating fool: one who annoys the 
company with proposals for betting, and ultimately never 
makes a bet. _ Few evenings pass over at the Castle-Tavern, 
Holborn, without meeting with a Catoller: in fact, the 
pass word is, at this celebrated sporting house, that Tom 
BELCHER would be in danger of losing his licence, if he 
did not often have a fool or Catoller exhibit himself for 

‘ .the amusement of his visiters. 

Cat’s Foot, To live under the cat’s foot; to be under the 
dominion of a wife, hen-pecked, To live like dog and cat; 
spoken of married persons who live unhappily together. 
As many lives as a cat; cats, according to vulgar natural- 
ists, have nine lives, that is one less than a woman. No 
more chance than a cat in Hell without claws; said of one 
who enters into a dispute or quarrel with another greatly 
above his match. . . 

Cat’s Meat. A slang phrase for the lungs: applied when 
any person is touched with a consumption; i. e. his Cat’s 

. meat is bad. 

Cat’s Paw. To be made a cat’s paw of; to be made a tool 
or instrument to accomplish the purpose of another; an 
allusion to the’ story of the monkey, who made use of a 
cat’s paw to scratch a roasted chestnut out of the fire. 

Cat’s SLEEP. Counterfeit sleep; cats often counterfeiting 
sleep, to decoy their prey near them, and then suddenly 

- Spring on them. . er 

CAT WHIPPING, or :‘WHIPPING THE CaT. A trick often 

- practised on ignorant country fellows, vain of their strength, 

‘ by laying a wager with them that they may be pulled 

' through a pond ‘by a cat. The bet being made, a rope is 
fixed round the waist of the. party to be catted, and the 
end thrown across the pond, to which the cat is also fas- 
tened by a packthread, and three or four sturdy fellows 
are appointed to lead and whip the cat; these, on a signal 
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given, seize the end of the cord and, pretending to whip 
the cat, haul the astonished’ booby through the water.— 
To whip the cat, is, also, a term among tailors for working 
jobs at private houses, as practised in the country. 

CaTTLE. Sad cattle : whores or gypsies. Black cattle, bugs. Cant. 

CAUDGE-PAWED. Left-handed. 

CAULIFLOWER. A large white wig, such as is commonly 
worn by the dignified clergy, and was formerly by physi- 
cians. Also, the private parts of a woman; the reason for 
which appellation is given in the following story: A wo- 
man, who was giving evidence in a cause, wherein it was 
necessary to express those parts, made use of the term 
cauliflower; for which the judge on the bench, a peevish 
old fellow, reproved her, saying she might as well call it 
artichoke. Not so, my lord, replied she, for an artichoke 
has a bottom, but a **** and a cauliflower have none. 

Cautions. The four cautions: I. Beware of a woman be- 
fore.—II. Beware of a horse behind.—I1I. Beware of' a cart 
sideways.—IV. Beware of a priest every way. 

CAVAULTING ScHooL. A bawdy-house. 

CAVEOFANTIQUITY. Depdtof old authors. Oxf. Univ. Cant. 

CAW-HANDED, or CAW-PAWEX Awkward, not dexterous, 
ready, or nimble. . 

CAxoNn. An old weather-beaten wig. 

Caz. Cheese; As good as caz, is a phrase signifying that 
any projected fraud or robbery may be easily arid certainly 
accomplished; any person who is the object of such at- 

"tempt, and is known to be an easy dupe, is declared to be 
as good as caz, meaning that success is certain. 

CENT PER CENT. An usurer. . 

CHAFED. Well beaten; from chauffé, warmed. 

CHAFF-CUTTER. A knowing person, one whose tongue is 
of great use to him, in order to silence an antagonist, whe- 
ther right or wrong. Cant. 

CHAFFING. To blow up; to talk aloud. Cant. 

CHANCERY. Getting your head “in chancery,” among pu- 
gilists, is when your nob is completely at the mercy of 
your opponent; or, in other words, you cannot protect it. 
Receiving blow after blow. RANDALL, termed the Non- 
PAREIL of the Prize Ring, was distinguished for this pecu- 
liar trait among the boxers. 

Cuant. A person’s name, address, or designation ; thus, a 
thief, who assumes a feigned name on his apprehension to 
avoid being known, or a swindler who gives a false address 
to a tradesman, is said to tip them a queer chant. 

Cuanr. A cipher, initials, or mark of any kind, on a piece 
of plate, linen, or other article; any thing so marked is 
said to be chanted. : | 
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Cuant. An advertisement ina newspaper or hand-bill ;.-also a 
paragraph in the newspeper describing any robbery or other 
recent event; any lost or stolen property, for the recovery 
of which, or a thief, &c., for whose apprehension a reward 
is held out by advertisement,. are said to be chanted. 

Cuap. A fellow. An odd chap; a strange fellow. 

CHAPERON. The cicisbeo, or gentleman usher to a lady; 
from the French. 

Cuarpt. Dry or thirsty. | 

CHARACTERED, or LETTERED. Burnt in the hand. They 
-bhave palmed the character upon him; they have burned 
him in the hand. Cant.—See LuTvEren. 

CuHaRING. A flash term for any thing that is-wrong; i.e. on 

. the cross: derived from Charing Cross, 

CHARLEY. A watchman. 

CHARLEY-KEN. A watch-box. 

Cuarm. A picklock. Cant. 3 

CHARREN. The smoke of .Charren. His eyes water from 
the smoke of Charren; a man of that place coming out 

of his house weeping, because bis wife: had ,beat him, told 

_ his neighbours the smoke had made his eyes water. 

CHATES. The gallows. Cunt. 

CHATTER Box. One whose tongue runs twelve s seore to the 
dozen ; a chattering man or woman. . hd Bad 

CHATTER, Brotu. Tea, SeeCat Lapand SCANDAL BRorn. 

CHATTERERS. . The teeth. Cant... 

CuHatTTERING. A blow given on the mouth. Set all his teeth 
a chattering. A flash phrase. ‘ ; 

CHATTERY. Cotton or linen goods. 

CuatTts. Seals. 


Cuatts. Lice:...perbaps. an abbreviation of: chattels, lice 


., being the. chief live stock or. chattels of beggars, gypsies, 
and the rest of the canting crew., Cant. Also, eecorang 
to the canting academy, the esters, 

CHAUNT. A song, 8 

CHAUNT. To sing... To publish an scowl in the news- 
- papers, The kiddey. was chaunted for a toby y his examina- 
- tion; poncermins a highway robbery was published in the 

papers. 

Pp com Advertised. Cant. 

CHAUNTER CULLS. Grub-street, writers, “who compose 
songs, :carrols;, &c. for ballad-singers, Cant... . 

CuauntiING Coves. Horse-dealers. A certain class of these 
fellows impose.on the public by specious and imposing 
advertisements; who set forth qualities their horses never 
possessed : in short, adead.take in, Such advertisements are 
to be met with daily in the London roils. 

Cuaw Bacon. A countryman. A stupid fellow. 
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CHEAPSIDE. . He came at it ‘by way of Cheapside; he gave 
litte or nothing for it, he bought it cheap. - 

“CHEats. Sham sleeves to put over a dirty shift or shirt. 
See SHAMS. 

CHEEK By JoWL. Side by side; hand to fist. 

CHEEKS. Ask cheeks near cunnyborough; the repartee of a 
St. Giles’s fair one, who bids you ask her backside, anglicé 
her a-se. A like answer is current in France: auy one 
asking the road or distance to Macon, a city near Lyons, 
would be answered by a French lady of easy virtue, ‘ Met- 
‘ tez votre nez dans mon cul, et vous serrez dans les Faux- 
‘ bourgs.’ 

CHEESE IT. Be silent, be quiet, don’t do it. Cheese it, the 
coves are fly; be silent, the people understand our dis- 
course. 

CHEESE-TOASTER. A sword. 

CuHeExsEa. A village near London, famous for the military 
hospital. To get Chelsea; to obtain the benefit of this hos- 
pital. ‘‘ Dead Chelsea, by G-d!” an exclamation uttered by 
a grenadier at Fontenoy, on having his leg carried away by 
a cannon-ball. 

CHERRY-COLOURED CAT. A black cat, their being black 
cherries as well as red. 

CHERUBIM. Peevish children, because cherubim and sera- 
phim continually do cry. ! 

CHESHIRE CAT. He grins like a Cheshire cat ; ‘said of any 
one who shows his teeth and gums iu laughing. 

CueEst oF Toots. Implements for house-breaking. 

CHICE-AM-A-TRICE. A _ vulgar phrase -used by the Jews, 
meaning, ‘‘ of no good,” “ its all chice.” - 

CHICK-A-BIDDY. A _ chicken, so called to and by little 
children. 

CHICKEN-BREASTED. Said of a woman with scarce any 
breasts. 

' CHICKEN-BUTCHER. .A poulterer. 

CHICKEN-HAMMED. Persons whose legs: and thighs : are > bent 
or arched outwards. 

‘ CHICKEN-HazaRD. A table at which pefaone play for low 
. stakes. 

CHICKEN-HEARTED, Fearful, cowardly. , 

CHICKEN NABOB. One retumed from. the East Indies dan 
but a moderate fortune of fifty or sixty thousand pounds ; 
diminutive nabob: a term borrowed from the chicken 
turtle. 

Curtp. To eat a child: to partake of a treat given to the 
parish-officers, in part of. ‘commutation for a bastard child: 
the common price was formerly ten posats and a greasy 
chin. See GREASY CHIN. 
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CHIMNEY CHops. An abusive appellation for a negro. 
CuiNna-STREET. Bow-street, Covent Garden, where the 
__ head police office is situated. Cant. | 

CHINK. Money. | 

Cup. A child. Achip of the old block; a child who, 
either in person or sentiments, resembles its father or 
mother. 

Cuip.. A brother chip; a person of the same trade or 
calling. 

Curps. A nick name for a carpenter. 

CuirpInc Merry. Exhilirated with liquor. Chirping glass, 
a cheerful glass, that makes the company chirp like birds 
in spring. : 

CuiT. An infant or baby. | 

CHITTERLINS. The bowels. There is a rumpus among my. 
bowels, i.e. I have the colick. The frill of a shirt. 

CHITTY-PACED. Baby-faced; said of one who has a childish 
look. 

CuivE, or Curr. A knife, file, or saw. To chive the 
darbies; to file off the irons or fetters. To chive the 
boungs of the frows; to cut off a woman’s pockets. 

CuivEy. I gave him a good chivey; I gave him a hearty 
scolding. | 

Cuivinc Lay. Cutting the braces of coaches behind, on 
which, the coachman quitting the box, an accomplice robs 
the boot; also, formerly, cutting the back of the coach 
to steal the fine large wigs then worn. | | 

CuHoak. Choak away, the churchyard’s near; a jocular 
saying to a person taken with a violent fit of coughing, or 
who has swallowed any thing, as it is called, the wrong 
way. Choak, chicken, more are hatching; a like con- 
solation. 

CHOAKING Pye, or CoLp PvE. A punishment inflicted en 
any person sleeping in company; it consists in wrapping 
_up cotton in a case or tube of paper, setting it on fire, and 
directing the smoke up the nostrils of the sleeper. See 
HowELL’s CoOTGRAVE. | 

CHOAK OFF. A person who is impudent in company; ora 
man that might do another some mischief by giving evi- 
dence before a magistrate, or on his trial, against bim ; 
it is said, he must be choaked off ;—at all events, he must 
be got rid of. 

CyHoaK Pear. Figuratively, an unanswerable objection; also 
a machine formerly used in Holland by robbers: it was of 
iron, shaped like a pear; this they forced into the mouths 
of persons from whom they intended to extort money, and 
on turning a key, certain interior springs thrust forth a 
number of points, in all directions, which so enlarged it, 


he 
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that it could not be taken out of the mouth; and the iron, 
being case-hardened, could uot be filed: the only methods 
of getting rid of it were, either by cutting the mouth, or 
advertizing a reward for the key. These pears were also 
called pears of agony. 

CHocoLaTE. To give chocolate without sugar; to reprove. 
Military term. 

CuHoice Spirit. A vay, thoughtless, laughing, singing, 
merry, fellow. 

CHOPPER. In bruising, is a blow struck on the face with 
the back of the hand: Mendoza claims the honour of: its 
invention, but unjustly; be certainly revived, and consi- 
derably improved it. It was practised long before our 
time—Broughton occasionally used it; and Slack, it also 
appears, struck the chopper in giving the return in many of 
his battles. - | 

Cuop AND CHANGE. To exchange backwards and forwards. 
To chop, in the canting sense, means making despatch, or 
hurrying over any business: ex. The autem bawler will 
soon quit the hums, for he chops up the whiners; the 
parson will soon quit the pulpit, for he hurries over the 
prayers. See AUTEM BAWLER, Hus, and WHINEBS. 

Cuop CHuRcHES. Simoniacal dealers in livings,~ or other 
ecclesiastical preferments. ; 

CHopPING. Lusty. A chopping boy or girl; a lusty child. 

Cuors. The mouth. I gave him a wherrit, or a souse, 
across the chops: I gave him a blow over the mouth. See 
WHERRIT. 

Cuop-sTicK. A fork. . eo 

CHOUDER. A sea-dish, composed of fresh fish, salt pork, 
herbs, and sea-biscuits, laid in different layers, and stewed 
together. ee 

CuousE. To cheat or trick: he choused me out of it. 
Chouse is, also, the term for a game like chuck-farthing. 

Curist-cross Row. The alphabet in a horn-book: called 
Christ-cross Row, for having, as an Irishman observed, 
Christ’s cross prefixed before and after the twenty-four 
letters. 

CHRISTENING. Erasing the name of the true maker from a 
stolen watch, and engraving a fictitious one in‘its place. 

CHRISTIAN PoNy. A chairman. 

CHRISTIAN. A tradesman who has faith, i. e. will give credit. 

CHRISTMAS COMPLIMENTS. A cough, kibed heels, and a 
snotty nose. ; | 

Cuus. He is a young chub, or a mere chub; i. e. a foolish 
fellow, easily imposed on: an allusion to a fish of that 
name, easily taken. 
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Cuupsy. Round-faced, plump. 

Cuuex. My chuck; aterm of endearment. , 

CuucK. To showa propensity foraman. The mors chucks: 
the wench wants to be doing. 

Cuuck FARTHING. A parish clerk. 

CHUCKLE-HEADED. Stupid, thick-headed. 

Cuurry. Round-faced, chubby, jolly, merry. 

Cuom. A chamber-fellow, particularly at the universities and 
in prisons. 

CHUMMAGE. Money paid by the richer sort of prisoners in 
the Fleet and King’s Bench, to the poorer, for. their share 
of a room. .When prisons are very full, which is too often 
the-case, particularly on the eve of an insolvent act, two or 

__, three persons are obliged. to sleep in a room. A prisoner 
who can pay for being alone, chuses two poor chums, who, 
for a stipulated price, called chummage, give up their share 
. of the room, and sleep on the stairs, or, as the term is, 

: rude it. 

‘CHurcu WaRDEN. A Sussex 1 name for a shag, or cormorant, 

probably from its voracity. 

CuurcH Work. Said of any work that advances slowly. 

CHURCHYARD Couca. A cough that is likely to terminate in 
death. 

Cuurk. The udder. 

CHURL. Originally, a labourer or husbandman: figuratively, 
a rude, surly, boorish fellow. ‘To put a churl upon a gentle- 

man; to drink malt liquor immediately after having drunk 
wine. 

Cuury. Aknife. Cant. 

CINDER GARBLER.. A servant maid, from her business of 
sifting the ashes from the cinders. Custom-house wit. 

CIRCUMBENDIBUs, A roundabout way, or story. He took 
such a circumbendibus ; he took such a circuit. 

Cir. <A citizen of London. 

City COLLEGE. Newgate. 

Civiiry Moxey, A reward claimed by bailiffs for executing 

' their office with civility. 

Civi, RECEPTION. A house of civil reception; a bawdy- 
. house or nanny-house. See NANNY-HOUSE. , 

Ciacx. A tongue, chiefly applied to women; a simile drawn 
from the clack of a water-mill. 

CLAcK-LOFT. A pulpit, so callen by orator Henley. 

Cuan. A-family’s tribe or brotherhood; a word much used in 
Scotland. The head of the clan; the chief, . An allusion to 
a story of a Scotchman, who, when a very large louse crept 
down his arm, put him back again, saying he was the head 
of the clan, and that, if injured, all the rest would resent it. 
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CiaNg. =A silver tankard. Cant. ee 

CLANK Napper. A silver tankurd stealer. See Rum Bus- 
BER. 

‘CLANKER. A great lie. . 

Cuap. A delicate taint. He went out by Had’em, and came 
round by Clapham home; i. e. he went out a wenching and 

«+ potaclap. | 

CLAP ON THE SHOULDER. An arrest for debt; whence a bum 
bailiff is called a shoulder-clapper. 

CLAPPER. The tongue of a bell, and, figuratively, of a man 
or woman. — 2 

CLAPPER CLAw. To scold, to abuse, or claw off with the 

' tongue. —— | | 

CLAPPERDOGEON.. A beggar born.. .Cant, . 

CLARET. French red wine; figuratively, blood. I tapped 
his claret; I broke his head, and made the blood run. Cla- 
ret-faced; red-faced. . 

CLAWED orr. Severely beaten or whipped ; also, smartly pox- 
ed or clapped. be a : 

CLEAN. Expert; elever. Amongst the. knuckling coves he 
is reckoned very clean; he is considered very expert as a 
pickpocket. 

CLEANED out. A sporting phrase, in alluding to any person 
who has lost all his money in betting. To clean out also sig- 
nifies the same as to dish, or sew up. ex. gr. 


‘© For Turner I’ve clean’d out and Martin the baker, 
I'd very near put on the bankruptcy list.” 
Randall's Farewell to the Ring. Vide Randall’s Diary. 


CLEAR. Very drunk. .The cull is clear, let’s bite him; the 
fellow is very drunk, let’s cheat him. Cant. -. 

CLEARING OUT AT CUSTOM-HOUSE. Eased of an incum- 
brance. Sea term. 7 

CLEAVER. One that will cleave; said of a forward or wan- 
ton woman. soe 

CLERKED. Soothed, fanned, imposed on. The cull will not 
be clerked; i. e. the fellow will not be imposed on by fair 
words. 

CLew. Tohold fast. Sea term. | 

CLEYMES. Artificial sores, made by beggars to excite charity. 

Crick. A blow. Aclick in the muns; a blow or knock in 
the face. Cant. : 

Crick. To. snatch. To click a nab; to snatch a hat. 
Cant. 

CLICKER. A salesman’s servant; also, one who proportions 
out the different shares of the booty among thieves. - 

CLICKET. Cuvupulation of foxes; and thence used, in a cant- 
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ing sense, for that of men and women: as, ‘The cull and 
the mort are at.clicket in the dyke; the man and woman are 
copulating in the ditch. 

Cums. To climb the three trees with a ladder; to ascend 

' the gallows. | 

CuincH. A pun.or quibble. To clinch, or to clinch the 
nail: to confirm an improbable story by another: as, Aman - 
swore he drove a tenpenny nail through the moon; a by- 
stander said it was true, for he was on the other side and 
clinched it. | | 

CLINK. A place in the Borough of Southwark, formerly 
privileged from arrests ; and inhabited by lawless vagabonds 
of every denomination, called, from the place of their resi- 
dence, clinkers. Also a gaol, from the clinking of the 
prisoners’ chains or fetters: he is gone to clink. 

CLINKERS. A kind of small Dutch bricks; also, irons worn 
by prisoners ; crafty fellows. 

Cup. To hug or embrace; to clip and cling. To clip the 
coin; to diminish the current coin. To clip the king’s 
English; to be unable to speak plain through drunkenness. 

CLoak Twitcuers. Rogues who lurk about the entrances 
into dark alleys, and bye-lanes, to snatch cloaks from the 

_ Shoulders of passengers. 

Crop HoprEr. A country farmer, or ploughman. 

CLop Pate. A dull, heavy booby. : 

CLopD Pote. The same. 

CLOSE-FISTED. Covetous or stingy. 

CLOSE YOUR DEAD-LIGHTs. Bung up your eyes. Sea term. 
CiosH. A general name given by the mobility to Dutch sea- 
,men, being a corruption of Claus, the abbreviation of 

Nicholas, a name very common among the men of that nation, 

CLoru MARKET. He is just come from the cloth market, i. e. 
from between the sheets, he is just risen from bed. 

Coup. Tobacco. Under a cloud; in adversity. 

Ciout. A handkerchief of any kind. 

CLour. A blow. I'll give you a clout on your jolly nob; 
I'll give you a blow on your head. It also means a hand. 
kerchief. Cant. Any pocket-handkerchief excepta silk one. . 

CLOUTED SHOON. Shoes tipped with iron. | 

CLouTine. The practice of picking pockets exclusively of 
handkerchiefs. 

Ctoutine Lay. Picking pockets of handkerchiefs. 

CLoven, CLEAVE, or CLEFT. A term used for a woman who 
passes for a maid, but is not one. 

CLOVEN Foor. To spy the cloven foot in any business ; to 
discover some roguery or something bad in it: a saying that 
alludes toa piece of vulgar superstition, which is that, let 
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_ the Devil transform himself into what shape he will, he 
cannot hide his cloven foot. : 

CLovER. To be, or live, in clover; to live luxuriously. 
Clover is the most desirable food for cattle. 

CLowes. Rogues. 

CLoy. Tosteal. To cloy the clout; to steel the handker- 

chief. To cloy the lour; to steal money. Cant. 

Cioves. Thieves, robbers, &c. : 

Cus. . A meeting or association, where each man is to spend 
an equal and stated sum, called his club. . 

Cius Law. Argumentum bacculinum, in which an oaken 
stick is a better plea than an act of parliament. 

Crump. A lump. Clumpish; lumpish, stupid. 

CuuncH. An awkward clownish fellow. 

CLuNCcH THE Fist. Toclench.or shut the hand. Clunch- 
fisted ; covetous, stingy. See CLOSE-FISTED. 

CLuTcHEs. Hands, gripe, power. 

CLUTTER. A stir, noise, or racket: what a confounded clut- 
ter here is! 

Cry. Money; also, a pocket. He has filed the cly; he has 
picked a pocket. Cant. _— 

CLY-FAKER. A pickpocket. Cant. 

CLY THE JERK. To be whipped. Cant. 

CuysTeER Pips. A nick name for an apothecary. 

CoacH WHEEL. A half-crown piece is a fore coach wheel, 
and a crown piece a hind coach wheel ; the fore wheels of a 
coach being less than the hind ones. 

Coax. To fondle, or wheedle. To coax a pair of stockings; 
to pull down the part soiled into the shoes, so as to give a 
dirty pair of stockings the appearance of.clean ones. Coax- 

. ing is also used, instead of darning, to hide the holes about 
the ancles. 

Cos. A Spanish dollar. 

Cos, or CoBBING. A punishment used by the seamen for 
petty offences or irregularities among themselves : it consists 

. in bastonading the offender on the posteriors with a cobbing 
stick, or pike staff; the number usually inflicted is a dozen. 

_ At the first stroke the executioner repeats the word watch, 
on which all persons present are to take off their hats, on 
. pain of like punishment: the last:stroke is always given as 
lard as possible, and is called the purse. Ashore, among 

_ soldiers, where this punishment is sometimes adopted, watch 

. and the purse are not included in the number, but given over 

. and above, or, in the vulgar phrase, free gratis for nothing. 
This piece of discipline is also inflicted in Ireland, by the 
school-boys, on persons coming into the school without 

. taking off their hats ; it is there called school butter. 
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Cospiz. To mead, or patch; eReney to ole a thing in a 
bungling manner. ‘Ws 

CosBLE CoLTsER. A turkey. 

CoBBLER. A mender.of shoes, an improver of the under- 
standing of his customers; a translator. - tens 

CopBLER’s PuNca. Treacle, vinegar, gin, and wien 

Cock, or CuieF Cock OF THE WALK. The leading man in 


any society or body; the best boxer ia a village or district. 


Cock AND A BULL Story. A roundabout : ‘story, oueent 
head or tail, i. e. beginning.or ending. - 

Cock ANDHEN Cus. These sort of clubs are always held Gaon 
the sly: in consequence of their appearing, in the eyes of the 
police, disorderly. The chairs (or chairman and chairwoman) 


are occupied by an out-and-out COVE and a flash woman : it 18. 
a horrid scene of depravity, deunkenness,. and ‘obscenity : a: 


visit from the police-officers puts all to the rowt-in an imstant, 
but those that are boned are locked up for the night, and 


have to give an account of themselves before the sisi the. 


next morning. 
apie Elevated, in high Spirits, transported with 


JOY: 

Cocx Bawp. A male keeper of a bawdy-house. 

CockER. One fond of the diversion of cock- fighting. 

Cock Hoist. Across buttock. 

CocxisH. Wanton, forward. A cockish wench a forward, 
coming girl. pile aces 

Cocxies, To cry cockles: ; to be hanged: Serhapa; from the 
noise made while strangling. Cané.. This will rejoice the 
cockles of one’s heart; a saying in praise of nme) ale, or 
spirituous liquors. 

Cockney. A nickname given to the ditieent of Landon: or 
persons born within the sound of Bow bell, derived from 
the following story:—A citizen of London being’ in the 
country, and hearing a horse neigh, exclaimed, Lord ! how that 
horse laughs! A: bystander informed him that that noise was 
called neighing. The next morning, when the.cock erowed, 
the citizen, to show he had not forgotten what was.told him, 
-erted out, Do you hear how the cock neighs? The king of 
the cockneys is mentioned among the. regulations for the 
sports and shows formerly held, in the. Middle. Temple, on 
Childermas Day, where he had his officers,. a marshal, :con- 
stable, butler, &c. See DUGDALE’S: ORIGIN. JURLDICIALES, 

' p.247. Ray says the interpretation of the word ceckney is, 
a young person, coaxed or conquered, made wanton ;.er a 
nestle cock delicately bred and brought up, so.as,- when 
arrived at man’s estate, te be unable to bear the. least 
hardship.: Whatever may be the origin of this appellation, 
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we learn from the following verses, attributed to Hugh 
Bigot, Earl of Norfolk, that it was in use in the time of 
King Henry II. : 
“ Was I in my castle at Bungay, 
Fast by the river Waveney, 
I would not care for the King of Cockney :” 
1. e. the King of London. ' 

Cock OF THE CoMPANY. A weak man, who, from the de- 
site of being the head of the company, associates with low 
people, and pays all the reckoning. 

Cock Pimp. The supposed husband of a bawd. 

Cock Rosin. A soft, easy fellow. | | 

CocksHut TIME. The evening, when fowls go to roost. 

Cock-suRE. Certain. A metaphor borrowed from the cock 

- of a firelock, as being much more certain to fire than the 
match. = 3 

Cock your Eyg. Shut one eye: thus translated into apo- 
thecaries’ Latin,— Gallus tuus ego. | 

Cop. A cod of money, a good sum of money. 

Coppers. Persons employed by the gardeners to gather peas. 

Copecer. An old codger, an old fellow. 

Cop Pircre. The fore-flap’of a man’s breeches. Do they 
bite, master? where, in the cod piece or collar? A jocu- 
lar attack on a patient angler by watermen, &c. 

CopDRINGTON’s MANorsS, MostyNn’s HUNTING DistRICT, AND 
SOMERSET RANGE. The three packs of hounds contiguous 
to Oxford. Untv. Cant. 

Cop's Heap. A stupid fellow. 

Coc. The money, or whatsoever the sweeteners drop to draw 
in a bubble. : | | 

Coe. Atooth. A queer cog, a rotten tooth. How the cull 
flashes his queer cogs, how the fool shows his rotten teeth. 

Coc. To cheat with dice; also, to wheedle or coax. To 

. cog adie, to conceal or secure adie. To cog a dinner, to 
wheedle one out of a dinner. 

Cocug. A glass of gin. Cant. 

CoxeR.: A lie. | 

COLCANNON. Potatos and cabbage pounded together ina 
mortar, and then stewed with butter: an [rish dish. 

Coxtp. You will catch cold at that; a vulgar threat or ad- 
vice to desist from. an attempt. He caught cold by lying in 
bed barefoot: a.saying of any one extremely tender or 
careful of himself. 

Coitp Coox. An undertaker of funerals, or carrion hunter. 
See CARRION HUNTER. 3 1 —— 

Coup Iron. A sword or any other weapon for cutting or. 
stabbing. .I gave him two inches, of cold.iron into his beef. 
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CoL_p Mgat. A dead wife is the best cold meat in a man’s 
house. 7 . 

Cop Pic. To give cold pig is a punishment inflicted on 
sluggards who lie too long in bed: it consists in pulling off 
all the bed-clothes from them, and throwing cold water upon 
them. : 

Cop PuppING. This is said to settle one’s love. 

Cote. Money. Post the cole: pay down the money. 

CoLIANDER, or CORIANDER SEEDS. Money. 

CoLLaR DAY. Execution day. 

CoLuecTor. A highwayman. , | 

CoLuEGE. Newgate or any other prison. New College, the 
Royal Exchange. King’s College, the King’s Bench prison. 
He has been educated at the steel, and has taken his last 
degree at College; he has received his education at the 
house of correction, and was hanged at Newgate. 

CoLLEGE CovE. ‘The college cove has numbered him, and, 
if he is knocked down, he'll be twisted; the turnkey of 
Newgate has told the judge how many times the prisoner 
has been tried before, and, therefore, if he is found guilty, 
he certainly will be hanged. It is said to be the custom 
of the Old Bailey for one of the turnkeys of Newgate 
to give information to the judge how many times an old 
offender has been tried, by holding up as many fingers as 
the number of times the prisoner has been before arraigned 
at that bar. 

CoLLEGIATES. Prisoners of the one, and shopkeepers of the 
other of those places. : 

CoLLoGuE. To wheedle or coax. 

CoLLYWOBBLES. The gripes. 

Cook RUFFIAN, who roasted the devil in his feathers. A bad 
cook. 

Coot CRAPE. A shroud. 

CooLER. A woman. ; 

CootLapy. A female follower of the camp who sells brandy. 

Coot Nants. Brandy. | 

Coot TANKARD. Wine and water, with lemon, sugar, and 
burrage. 

CoLQuARRON. A man’s neck. His colquarron is just about 
to be twisted, he is just going to be hanged. Cant. 

Cott; One who lets horses to highwaymen: also, a boy 
newly initiated into roguery: a grand or petty juryman on 
his first assize.. Cant. 

CoLTaGe. A fine or beverage paid by colts on their first en- 
tering into their offices. 

Cott Bowt. Laid short of the jack by a colt bowler, i.e. a 
person raw or inexperienced in the art of bowling. 
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CoLt’s Tootu. Aa old fellow, who marries or keeps a young 
girl, is said to have a colt’s tooth in his head. 

CoLtT VEAL. Coarse red veal, more like the flesh of a colt 
than that of a calf. 

Coms. To comb one’s head, to clapperclaw or scold any 
one: a woman who lectures her husband is said to comb 
his head. She combed. his head with a joint-stool, she 
threw.a stool at kim. | 

Come. To come, to lend. Has he come it? has he lent it 2 

_ To come over any one, to cheat or over-reach bim. Coming 
wench, a forward wench ; also, a breeding woman. 

Come. A thief, observing any article in a shop, or other situ- 
ation, which he conceives may be easily purloined, will say 
to his accomplice, I think there is so and so to come. 

ComE IT. To divulge a secret; to tell any thing of one 
party to another. They say of a thief, who has turned evi- 
dence against his accomplices, that he is coming all he 
knows, or that he comes it as strong as a horse. 

Come To THE HeaTH. A phrase signifying to pay or give 
money, and synonymous with tipping, from which word it 
takes its rise, there being a place called Tiptree-heath, in 
the county of Essex. 

CoME To THE MaRk. To abide strictly by any contract 
previously made: to perform your part manfully in any ex- 
ploit or enterprise you engage in; or to offer what is consi- 
dered a fair price for any article in question. 

COMFORTABLE IMPORTANCE. A wife. | 

CominG! so 1s CHRISTMAS. Said of a person who has long 
been called, and at length answers, Coming! 

Commission. A shirt. Cant. 

ComMoDE. A woman's head-dress. | 

CoMMODITY. A woman’s commodity, the monosyllable of a 
modest woman, and the public parts of a prostitute. 

CoMMONER. A novice. Cant. 

Commons. The house of commons, the necessary house. 

Company. ‘To see company, to enter into a course of prosti- 
tution. 

COMPLIMENT. See CHRISTMAS. 

Comus’s Court. A social meeting formerly held at the Half- 
Moon-tavern, Cheapside. 

Conrecr. Counterfeited. 

Concer. To conger; the agreement of a set or knot of 
booksellers of London, that whosoever of them shall buy a 
good copy, the rest shall take off a particular number, in 
quires, at a stated price: also, booksellers joining to buy 
either a considerable or dangerous copy. Obsolete.. — 

Concou. Will you lap your congou with me? will you drink 
tea with me 2? 
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Contso Cove. A gentleman, Scotch Cant. 

Conk. The nose. : 

Conk. A thief who impeaches his accomplices, a spy, in- 
former, or tell-tale. See Nose, and WEAR IT. 

Conny WaBBLE. Eggs and brandy beat up tegether. Trish. 

CoNsciIENCE KEEPER. A superior, who, by his influence, 
makes his dependents act as he pleases. 

ConTENT. The cull’s content, the man is past complaining: 
a saying of a person murdered for resisting robbers. Cart. 

ConTENT.. A thick liquor, in imitation of chocolate, made 
of milk and gingerbread. 

ContrRA DANCE. A dance where the dancers of the different 
sexes stand opposite each other, instead of side by side, as 
in the minuet, rigadoon, louvre, &c. and now corruptly 
called a country dance. 

CoNUNDRUMS. Enigmatical conceits. 

CONVENIENT. A nitistress. Cant. 

COoNVENIENCY. A necessary. A leathern conveniency, a 
coach. 

CONVOCATION CASTLE. Where the twenty-five heads of col- 
leges atid the masters meet to transact and investigate univer- 
sity affairs. Oxford Cant. | 

CooPrepD up. Imprisoned, confined like a fow! in a coop. 

CoorEep. Whipped. ‘Scotch Cant. | . 7 

CogueT. A jilt. 

CorinTu. A bawdy-house. 

CornINTHIANS, The highest order of swells. Cant. 


‘¢ If this Corinthian were the sun, 
And we could not well do without him, 


Why then, &c.” 
Vide Randall's Diary. 
«* "Twas diverting to see, as one ogled around, . 
How Corinthians and commoners mix’d on the grouad.”’ 
_—- Vide Crib’s Memorial. 


“ Brave Tom, the Champion, with an air 
Almost Corinthian, took the chair.” 
Ibid. 


CoRx-BRAINED. Light-headed, foolish. : 


CoRNED. Drunk. 

CornisH Huc. A particular lock in wrestling, peculiar to the 
people of the county of Cornwall. 

CoRNY-FACED.’ A very red pimpled face. 

Corporat. To mount a corporal and four, to be guilty of 
onanism; the thumb is the corporal, the four fingers the 
privates.- ; 

CoRPORATION. A large belly. He has a glorious corpora- 
tion, he has a very prominent belly. 
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CoRPORATION. The magistrates, &c. of a corporate town, 
orpus sine ratione. Freemen of a corporation’s work, neither 
strong nor handsome. 

CosseT. A foundling. Cosset colt or lamb, a colt or lamb 
brought up by hand. 

CosTARD. The head, I'll smite your costard, V’ll give you a 
knock on the head. . 

CosTarD Moncer. A dealer in fruit, - particularly apples. 

Cor, or Quor. A man who meddles with women’s household 
business, particularly in the kitchen. The punishment, 
commonly inflicted on a quot, is pinning a greasy dishclout 
to the skirts of his coat. 

Coucu a HocswEapD. To lie down to sleep. Cant. 

COUNTERFEIT CRANK. A general cheat, assuming all sorts 
of characters; counterfeiting the falling sickness. 

Country Harry. A waggoner. Cant. 

Country Pur. An ignorant country fellow. 

Country Work. Said of any work that advances slowly. 

Court Carp. A gay fluttering coxcomb. 

CouRTEZAN. A prostitute. 

Court Hoty Water. } Fair speeches and promises, without 

Court PRomISES. performance. , 

CourT oF AssisTANTS. A court often applied to by young 
women who marry old men. 

Cove. The master of a house or shop is called the cove. On 
other occasions, when joined to particular words, as a 
cross-cove, a flash-cove, a leary-cove, &c. it simply implies 
a man of those several descriptions : sometimes, in speaking 
of any third person, whose name you are either ignorant of, 
or don’t wish to mention, the word cove is adopted by way 
of emphasis, as may be seen under the word AWAKE. 

CovE OF THE KEN. The master of the house. Cant. 

Covess. The mistress of a house or shop, and used, on 
other occasions, in the same manner as cove, when applied to 
a man. : 

CovENT, or CONVENT GARDEN, vulgarly called Common 
GARDEN. Anciently, the garden belonging toa dissolved 
monastery; now famous for beiag the chief market in 
London “Tor fruit, flowers, and herbs. The theatres are 
situated near it. In its environs are many brothels, and, 
not long ago, the lodgings of the second order of ladies of 
a virtue were either there, or in the purlieus of Drury- 

ane. ; 

Covent GARDEN ApBrss. A bawd. _ | 

CovENT GARDEN AGuUE. The ladybird disease. He broke 
his shins against Covent Garden rails, he caught the dis- 
order. . : 

E 2 
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Covent GARDEN Non. A lady of easy virtue. 

Coventry. To send one to Coventry; a punishment inflicted 
by officers of the army on such of their brethren as are 
testy, or have been guilty of improper behaviour, not 
worthy the cognizance of a court-martial. The person 
sent to Coventry is considered as absent; no one must 
speak to or answer any question he asks, except relative to 
duty, under penalty of being also sent to the same place. 
On a proper submission, the penitent is recalled and wel- 
comed by the mess, as just returned from a journey to 
Coventry. 

Cover. To cover, in betting, is to put down the money: if 
a person is a stranger upon the turf, or is considered 
doubtful, he is called upon to cover by his opponent. 
Among the family people, it is to stand in such a situation 
as to obscure your pal, who is committing a robbery, from 
the view of the by-standers or persons passing, it is called 
covering him. Any person belonging to the gang, whose 
dress or stature renders him particularly eligible for this 
purpose, is termed a good coverer. 

Covey. A collection of whores. What a fine covey here is 
if the Devil would but throw his net ! ; 

Cow Juice. Milk. 

Cow’s BaBy. A calf. 

Cow's CouRANT. Gallop and sh—e. 

Cow-HANDED. Awkward. | 

Cow-HEARTED. Fearful. _ . | 

Cow Itcu. The product of a sort of bean, which excites an 
insufferable itching, used chiefly for playing tricks. 

Cow’s Spouse. A bull. 

Cow’s THuMB. Done to a cow’s thumb; done exactly. 

Coxcoms. Anciently, a fool. Fools, in great families, wore 
a cap with bells, on the top of which was a piece of red 
cloth, in the shape of a cock’s comb. At present, coxcomb 
signifies a fop, or vain self-conceited fellow. | 

Cras. To catch a crab; to fall backwards by missing one’s 
stroke in rowing. 

Cras. To prevent the perfection or execution of any intended 
matter of business, by saying any thing offensive or un- 

_ pleasant, is called crabbing it, or throwing a crab; to crab 
a person, is to use such offensive language or behaviour as 
will highly displease, or put him in an ill humour. 

CRABBED. Sour, ill-tempered, difficult. , 

Cras Louse. A species of louse peculiar to the human body; 
the male is denominated a cock, the female a hen. 

CraB SHELLS. Shoes. Irish. 

Crass. Ai losing throw to the main at hazard. 
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Crack. A whore. 

Crack. To boast or brag; also to break. I cracked his 
uapper; I broke his head. . 

Crack. To break open; the crack is the game of house- 
breaking ; a crack is the breaking any house or building for 
the purpose of plunder. 

CRACK, THE, or ALL THE CRACK. The fashionable theme, 
the go. The Crack Lay is used, of late, in the cant lan- 
guage, to signify the art and mystery of house-breaking. 

CRACKER. Crust, sea biscuit, or ammunition loaf; also the 
backside. Farting crackers ; breeches. 

CRAcKING Toots. Implements of house-breaking, such as a 
crow, a centre-bit, false keys, &c. 

CRAckisH. Whorish. 

CRACKMANS. Hedges. The cull thought to have loped by 
breaking through the crackmans, but we fetched him back 
by a nope on the costard, which stopped his jaw; the man 
thought to have escaped by breaking through the hedge, but . 
we brought him back bya great blow on the head, which laid 
him speechiess. 

CrAcKsMAN. Ahouse-breaker. The kiddy is a clever cracks- 
man; the young fellow is a very expert house-breaker. 

Crac. Theneck. ~ | 

CRAMP RINGS. Bolts, shackles, or fetters. Cant. 

Cramp Worns. Sentence of death passed on a criminal by a 
judge. He has just undergone the cramp word; sentence 
has just been passed on him. Cant. 

CRANK. Gin and water; also, brisk, pert. 

CRANK. The falling sickness. Cant. 

‘Crap. The gallows. Cant. 

CRAPPED. Hanged. Cant. 

CrasH. To kill. Crash that cull; kill that fellow. Cant. 

CRasHING CuEaATs. Teeth. 

Craw THUMPERS. Roman Catholics, so called from their 
beating their breasts in the confession of their sins. 

CREAM-POT Love. Such as young fellows pretend to dairy- 
maids, to get cream and other good things from them. 

CREEME. To slip or slide any thing into the hand of another. 
Cant. 

CREEPERS. Gentlemen’s companions, lice. 

Crew. A kuot or gang; also a boat or ship’s company. The 
canting crew are thus divided into twenty-three orders, which 
see under the differeut words :— 


MEN. 


1 Rufflers 4 Rogues 
2 Upright Men 5 Wild Rogues 
3 Hookers or Anglers . 6 Priggers of Prancers 
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7 Palliardes 11 Drummerers 
8 Fraters 12 Drunken Tinkers 
9 Jarkmen, or Patricoes 13 Swaddlers, or Pedlars 
10 Fresh Water Mariners, or 14 Abrams. 
Whip Jackets 
WOMEN. 
1 Demanders for Glimmer 5 Walking Morts 
or Fire 6 Doxies 
2 Bawdy Baskets 7 Delles 
3 Morts 8 Kinching Morts 
4 Autem Morts 9 Kinching Coes. 


Cris. A house. To crack a crib: to break open a house. 
Sometimes applied to shops, as, a thimble-crib, a watch- 
maker’s shop ; a stocking-crib, a hosier’s, &c. 

Cris. To purloin, or appropriate to one’s own use, part of 
any thing intrusted to one’s care. __ 

_ CRIBBAGE-FACED. Marked with the small pox, the pits 
beating a kind of resemblance to the holes in a cribbage- 

ard. 

CaisBEys, or CRIBBY ISLANDs. Blind alleys, courts, or 
bye-ways ; perhaps from the houses built there being cribbed 
out of the common way or passage; and islands, from the 
similarity of sound to the Caribbee Islands. . 

Crimp. A broker or factor, as a coal crimp, who disposes of 
the cargees af the Newcastle coal ships; also persons 
employed to trapan or kidnap recruits for the East India 
and African Companies. To crimp, or play ou to play foul 
or booty : also, a cruel manner of cutting up fish alive, prac- | 
tised by the London fishmongers, in order to make it eat 
firm; cod, and other crimped fish, being a favourite dish 
among volupfuaries and epicures. 

CrippLe. A crooked or bent sixpence. 

Crispin, A shoemaker; from a romance, wherein a prince 
of that name is said to have exercised the art and mystery 
of a shoemaker, thence called the gentle craft: or, rather, 
from the saints Crigpinus and Crispianus, who, according to 
the legend, were brethren born at Rome, from whence they 
travelled to Soissons, in France, about the year 303, to pro- 
‘pagate the Christian religion ; but, because they would not 
be chargeable to others for their maintenance, they exercised 
the trade of sboemakers : the governor of the town, discover- 
ing them to be Christians, ordered them to be beheaded, 
about the same year; from which time they have been the 
tutelar saints of the shoemakers. | 

Crisprn’s HoLtipay. Every Monday throughout the year, 
but most particularly the 25th of October, being the anni- 
versary of Crispinus and Crispianus. 
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CRISPIN’s LANCE. .An awl, 

CroaKk. Todie. Cant. 

CROAKED. Hanged. .A flash termamong keepers of prisons, 
who, speaking of a thief that was executed, observe, ‘ He 
was croaked.” 

CROAKER. One who is always foretelling some accident or 
misfortune : an allusion to the croaking of a raven, supposed 
.ominous. - 

.CBOAKUMSHIRE. Northumberland; from the particular croak- 
ing in the pronunciation of the people of that county, 
especially about Newcastle and Morpeth, where they are 
.gaid to be born with a burr in their throats, which prevents 
itheir pronouncing the letter r. 

Croaxkers. Forestallers, called also Kidders and Tranters. 

Crocopi.rs’ TEARs. The tears of a hypocrite. Crocodiles 
are fabulously reported to shed tears over their prey before 
they deyour it. 

CRoKeER. A groat, or four-pence. 

CRoNngE. An old ewe whose teeth are worn out; figuratively, 
a toothless old beldam. . 

Crony. An intimate companion, a comrade; also, a con- 
federate in a robbery. 

Croox. Sixpence. 

Crook Back, Sixpence; for the reason of this name, see 
CRIPPLE. 

Crook SHANKS. A nick.name for.a man with bandy legs. 
He buys his boots in Crooked-lane, and his stockings in 
Bandy-legged Walk ; his legs grew in the night, therefore 
they could not see to grow straight: jeering sayings of men 
with crooked legs. 

‘Crook yvouR EuLBow. To crook one’s elbow, and wish it 
may never come straight, if the fact then affirmed is not 
true; according to the casuists of Bow-street and St. Gies’s, 
it adds great weight and efficacy to an oath. 

Crop. A nick name for a Presbyterian: from their cropping 
their hair, which they trimmed close to a bowl-dish, placed 
as a guide on their heads; whence they were likewise called 
roundheads. See ROUNDHEADS. 

Crop. To be knocked down for a crop; to be condemned to 
be hanged. Cropped, hanged. 

Croprpen. The tail. The croppen of the ‘rotan ; the tail of 
the cart. Croppen ken: the necessary house. Cant. 

-Croprinc Drums. Drummers of the foot guards, or Chelsea- 
hospital, who find out weddings, and beat a point of war 
to serenade the new married couple, and thereby obtain 
money. — | 

Cropsick. Sickness inthe stomach, arising from drunkenness. 
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Cross. Tocome home by Weeping-cross; to repent at the 
conclusion. 

Cross: Tocheat. To throw a match over, either in horse- 
racing, or in a prize battle, or any article which has been 
ra aa obtained, is said to have been got upon the cross. 


Cross Birr. One who combines with a sharper to draw in a 
friend ; also, to counteract or disappoint. Cant. This is 
peculiarly used to signify entrapping a man so as to obtain 
crim. con. money, in which the wife, real or supposed, con- 
spires with the husband. 

Cross Butrocx. A particular lock or fall in the Brough- 
tonian art, which, as Mr. Fielding observed, conveyed more 
pleasant sensations to the spectators than the patient. 

CROsS-COVE, or CROSS-MOLISHER. A man and woman who 
live upon the cross, Cant. 

Cross-cris. A house kept by family people. Cant. 

Cross-FAM. To pick a pocket, by crossing your arms in a 
particular position. Cant. 

Cross Patcu. A peevish boy or girl, or rather an unsocial 
ill-tempered man or woman. : 

Crow. To brag, boats, or triumph. To crow over any one ; 
to keep him in subjection: an image drawn from a ‘cock, 
who crows over a vanquished enemy. To pluck a crow; to 
reprove any one for a fault committed, to settle a dispute. 
To strut like a crow in a gutter; to walk proudly, or with 
an air of consequence. 

Crown. A fiddle: probably from crooth, the Welch name 
for that instrument. 

CrowpeEro. A fiddler. 

Crowpy. Oatmeal and water, or milk; amess aieh eaten in 
the north. 

Crow Fair. A visitation of the clergy. See Review oF 
THE BLACK CUIRASSIERS. ; | 

Crown Orrice. The head. I fired into her keel upwards ; 
my eyes and limbs, Jack, the crown ofhce was full; a 
woman with her head downwards, Sea-phrase. 

Cruisers. Beggars, or highway spies, who traverse the 
road to give intelligence of a booty; also, rogues ready to 
snap up any booty that may offer, like privateers or pirates 
onacruise. — 

Crummy. Fat, fleshy. A fine crummy dame ; a fat woman. 
He has picked up bis crumbs finely of late; he has grown 
very fat, or-rich, of late. 

Crump. One who helps solicitors to affidavit men, or false 
witnesses. ‘1 wish you had, Mrs. Crump;’ a Gloucester- 
shire saying, in answer.to a wish for any thiag ; implying, 
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you must not expect any assistance from the speaker, It 
is said to have originated from the following incident: One 
Mrs. Crump, the wife of a substantial. farmer, dining.with 
the old Lady Coventry, who was extremely deaf, said to one of 
the footmen, waiting at table, ‘I wish I had a draught of 
small beer,’ her modesty not permitting her to desire so fine 
a gentleman to bring it: the fellow, conscious that his 
mistress could not hear either the request or answer, replied, 
without moving, ‘ I wish you had, Mrs. Crump.’ These 
wishes being again repeated by both parties, Mrs. Crump 
got up from the table to fetch it herself; and being asked 
by my lady where she was going, related what had passed. 
The story being told abroad, the expression became pro- | 
verbial. 

Crusty BEAv. One that uses paint and cosmetics, to obtain 
a fine complexion. 

Crusty FELLow. A surly fellow. 

Cus. An unlicked cub; an unformed, ill-educated, young 
man; a young nobleman or gentleman on his travels: an 
allusion to the story of the bear, said to bring its cub into 
form by licking. Also, a new gamester. 

Cucxo.p. The husband of an incontinent wife: cuckolds, 
however, are Christians, as we learn by the following story: 
An old woman hearing a man call his dog Cuckold, reproved 
him sharply, saying, ‘ Sirrah, are not you ashamed to call a 
dog by a Christian’s name?’ To cuckold the parson; to 
goto bed with one’s wife before she has been churched. 

CucuMBeERsS. Tailors, who are jocularly said to subsist, 
during the summer, chiefly on cucumbers. 

Cuppiz. A Jack-ass. Sea cant. 

Curr. An old cuff; an old man. To cuff Jonas; said of one 
who is knocked-kneed, or who beats his sides to keep him- 
self warmin frosty weather; called, also, Beating the Booby. 

Currin. A man. 

Cutt. A man, honest or otherwise. A bob cull; a good- 
natured, quiet fellow. Cant. 

CULLABILITY. A disposition liable to be cheated, an un- 
suspecting nature, open to imposition. 

Cutty. A fop or fool: also, a dupe to women: from the 
Italian word coglione, a blockhead. 

Cutp. Akick or blow: from the words mea culpa, being 
that part of the popish liturgy at which the people beat their 
breasts; or, as the vulgar term is, thump their craws. 

Cunninc MAN. A cheat, who pretends by his skill in astro- 
logy to assist persons in recovering stolen goods ; and, also, 
to tell them their fortunes, and when, how often, and to 
whom, they shall be married ; likewise answers all lawful 
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questions, both by sea and land. This profession is fre- 
quently occupied by ladies. 

CuNNING SHAVER. A sharp fellow, one that trims elnie 
i. e. cheats ingeniously. 

CUNNY-THUMBED. To double one’s fist with the thumb in- 
wards, like a woman. 

CuPBoARD Love. Pretended love to the cook, or any other 
person, for the sake of a meal. My guts cry cupboard ; 
i. e. 1 am hungry. 

Curry, Buinp Cupip. A jeering name for an ugly blind 
man: Cupid, the god of love, being frequently painted 
blind. See BLinD Cupp. 

Cur or THE CREATURE. A cup of good liquor. 

Cup-sHotT. Drunk. 

Cur. -A cut or curtaHed dog. According to the fuvealaws: 
a man who had no right to the privilege of the chase, .was 
obliged to cut or law his dog: among other modes of dis- 
abling him from disturbing the game, one was by depriv- 
ing him of hjs tail: a dog so cut was called a cut or cur- 
tailed dog, and by contraction a cur. A cur is Bestauren) 
used to signify a surly fellow. 

Cursinc Law. The_.act of hooking goods out of windows: 
the curber is the thief, the curb the hook. Cant. 

Cure. Clippings of money, which curls up in the operation. 
Cant. 

CuRMUDGEON. A covetous old fellow, derived, according to 
some, from the French term caur mechant. 

Curry. To curry favour; to obtain the favour of a person 
by coaxing or servility. To curry any one’s hide; to beat 
him. 

CurRsE oF SCOTLAND. The nine of diamonds. Diamonds, it 
is said, imply royalty, being ornaments to the imperial 
crown; and every ninth king of Scotland has been observed, 
for many ages, to be a tyrant and a curse to that country. 
Others say it is from its similarity to the arms of Argyle ; 
the Duke of Argyle having been very instrumental in bring- 
ing about the union, which, by some Scotch patriots, has 
been considered as detrimental to:their country. 

Curse of Gop. A cockade. - 

Cursirors. Broken petty-fogging attornies, or Newgate 
solicitors, Cant. — 

CurRTAILS. ‘Thieves who cut off pieces of stuff hanging out 
of shop windows, the tails of women’s gowns, &c.; also, 
thieves wearing short jackets. 

CurTAIN Lecrurg. A woman who scolds her husband when 
in bed, is said to read him a curtain lecture. 

Cusuion. He -has deserved the cushion; a saying of one 
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whose wife .is brought to bed of a boy: implying, that, hav- 
ing done his business effectually, he may now indulge or re- 
pose himself. 

Custom-HousE Goons. The stock in trade of a prostitute, 
because fairly entered. 

Cot. Drunk. A little cut over the head ; slightly intoxicated. 
To cut; to leave a person or company. To cut up well; to 
die rich, | 

Cut. (Cambridge.) To renounce acquaintance with any 
one is tg cut him. There are several species of the CUT. 
Such as the cut direct, the cut indirect, the cut sublime, 
the cut infernal, &c. The cut direct is to start across the 
street, at the approach of the obnoxious person, in order to 
avoid him. The cut indirect is to look another way, and 
pass without appearing to observe him. The cut sublime 
is to admire the top of King’s College Chapel, or the beau- 
ty of the passing clouds, till he is cut of sight. The cut in- 
feryal is to analyze the arrangement of your shoe-strings, 
for the same purpose. | 

Cut Beng. To speak gently. To cut bene whiddes; to 
give good words. To cut queer whiddes; to give foul 
language. To cut.a bosh, ora flash; to makea figure. Cant. 

Cut one's Stick. To he off. Cant. 

CurrinG GLoak. A mau famous for drawing a knife, and 
cutting any person he quarrels with. 

CuTry-EYED. To laok out of the corners of one’s eyes, 
to leer, to look askance. The cull cutty-eyed at us; the 
fellow looked suspicious at us. 
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DAB. An adept; a dab at any feat or exercise. Dab, 
quoth Dawkios, when he hit his wife on the a—se with a 
pound of butter. It also signifies a bed. 

Das ir up. To dab it up with a woman, is to agree to 
cohabit with her; also, torun a score at a public-house. 

Dace, or Duce. Two petce. Tip me a dace; lend me 
two pence. Cant. 

DaDpLEs. Hands. Tip us your daddle; give me your hand. 
Cant. 

Dappy. Father. Old daddy; a familiar address to an old — 
man. To beat daddy mammy ; the first rudiments of drum 
beating, being the elements of the roll. 

Dap’s WILL. Parental authority. Oxf. Univ. Cant. 

Darry. Vulgarly called Gin; but ithas numerous other names. 
For instance, the squeamish fair one, who takes it on the sly, 
merely to cure the vapours, politely names it to her friends, 
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. as “ white wine.” The swell chaffs it as ‘ blue ruin” to 
elevate his notions, The laundress loves dearly a drain 
of “‘ Ould Tom,” from its strength to comfort her inside. 

' The drag fiddler can toss off a quartern of “ max” with- 
out making a wry mug. The coster monger illumines his 
ideas with a “ flash of lightning!” The hoarse Cyprian 
owes her existence to copious draughts of “ Jackey.” The 
link boy and mud lark, in joining their browns together, 
are for some ‘“‘ stark naked.” And the out and outers, by 

the addition of bitters to it, in order to sharpen up a dissi- 
pated and damaged victualling office, cannot take any 
thing but “ Fuller's earth!” Picture of the Fancy. 

Darry Cus. This original Society was founded: by Mr. 
JAMES SOARES, at the Castle-tavern, Holborn, and who 
is the perpetual president of it. The sporting world is its 
hobby; and, respecting original anecdotes of the turf; the 
incidents of the prize-ring, and promoting scientific pugi- 
lism; the merits of the swift pedestrians of the day; a 
knowledge of the first-rate TROTTERS; an acquaintance 
with the best shots; good cockers; great cricketers; dis- 
tinguished anglers; and thorough bred cattle, dogs, &c. 
most of the members of the club can prize themselves not 
deficient riders, whenever necessity requires them to mount. 
It is also conspicuous for its accommodation to story tellers. 
The spirituous liquor drank by the club is DAFFy, (i. e. gin,) 
but in small quantities: as, the third of a quartern is the 
allowance for each member, at one time. It has obtained 
much notoriety from its good chaunting, every Friday night, 
during the season. bid. | 

Daccers. They are at daggers drawing; i.e. at enmity, 
ready to fight. . 

Dairy. A woman’s breasts, particularly one who gives suck. 
She sported her dairy; she pulled out her breast. 

Daisy CUTTER. A jockey term for a horse that does not 
lift up his legs sufficiently, or goes too near the ground, and 
is therefore apt to stumble. 

Daisy. A sea term applied to dock-mates. 

Dam. A small Indian coin, mentioned in the Gentoo code 
of laws; hence etymologists may, if they please, derive 
the common expression, I do not care a dam, i.e. I do not 
care half a farthing for it. 

DamBeR. Arascal. See DIMBER. 

DAMNED Sout. A clerk iv a counting-house, whose sole 
business it is to clear or swear off merchandize at the cus- 
tom-house; and who, it is said, guards against the crime 
of perjury, by taking a previous oath, never to swear truly 
on those occasions. 

Damper. A luncheon, or snap before dinner; so called 
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from its damping, or allaying, the appetite; eating and 
drinking being, as the proverb wisely observes, apt to 
take away the appetite. 
‘ DANCE UPON NoTHING. To be hanged. 
DANcERs., Stairs. 
Danby. That’s the dandy; i.e. the ton, the clever thing; 
an expression of similar import to ‘* That’s the barber.” 
DANDY. In 1820, a fashionable non-descript. Men who 
wore sfays tu give them a fine shape, and were more than 
ridiculous in their apparel. 
e 
Now a Danpy’sa thing, describe him who can ? 
That is very much made in the shape of a man; 


But if for but once could the fashion prevail, 
He’d be more like an Ape if he had but a tail. 


I’m sure with the Danpres we well may dispense, 

As neither possessing wit, learning, nor sense ; 

And if in such follies they still will persist, 

Throw them all in the Thames, and they'll never be miss’d. 


Danby Grey Russet. A dirty brown. His coat’s dandy 
grey russet, the colour of the devil’s nutting-bag. 

DANDY Prat. An insignificant or trifling fellow. 

DANGLE. To follow a woman without asking the question. 
Also, to be banged: I shall see you dangle in the sheriff’s 
picture-frame; I shall see you hanging on the gallows. 

DANGLER. One who follows women in general, without 
any particular attachment. 

DaNNA. Human, or other excrement. Cant. 

DAPPER FELLow. A smart, well-made, little man. 

DARBIES, Fetters. Cant. 

DarBy. Ready money. Cant. 

DaRK CuLLy. A married man that keeps a mistress, whom 
he visits only at night, for fear of discovery. 

DARKEE. A dark lanthorn used by housebreakers. Stow 
the darkee, and bolt, the cove of the crib is fly; hide the 
dark lanthorn, and run away, the master of the house 
kuows that we are here. 

DARKMANS. The night. Cant. 

DARKMAN’S BuDGE. One that slides into a house in the 
dark of the evening, and hides himself, in order to let some 
of the gang in at night to rob it. 

Dart. A straight-armed blow in boxing. 

Dasu. A tavern drawer. To cut a dash: to make a figure. 

Davip Jones. The Devil, the spirit of the sea: called 
Neckon in the north countries, such as Norway, Denmark, 
and Sweden. 

DavipD JoNEsS’s LocKER. The sea. 

Davip’s Sow. As drunk as David’s sow; a common say- 
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ing, which took its rise from the following circumstance: 


One David Lloyd, a Welchman, who kept an alehouse at 
Hereford, had a living sow with six legs, which was greatly | 


resorted to by the curious; he had also a wife much 
addicted to i 

to give her due correction. One day, David’s wife having 
taken a cup too much, and being fearful of the conse- 
quences, turned out the sow, and lay down to sleep herself, 
sober in the stye. A company coming in to see the sow, ' 
David ushered them into the stye, exclaiming, ‘ there is a 

sow for you! did any of you ever see such another?’ all, 
the while supposing the sow had really been there; to 

which some of the company, seeing the state the woman | 
was in, replied, it was the druukenest sow they had ever - 
beheld ; whence the woman was ever after called David’s sow. 

Davy. I'll take my davy of it; vulgar abbreviation, of 

affidavit. 

Daws. To bribe. The cull was scragged because he could 


not dawb; the rogue was hanged because he could not |, 


bribe.. All bedawbed with lace; all over lace. ' 

Day Licuts. Eyes. To darken his day-lights, or sow up | 
his sees; to close up a man’s eyes in boxing. _ 

Dean Canrco. A term used by thieves, when they are dis- 
appointed in the value of their booty. 

Deap Horse. To work for the dead horse; to work for 
wages already paid. 

DEAD-Louse. Vulgar pronunciation of the Dedalus ship . 
of war. 

DeapD Men. A cant word among journeyman bakers, for 
loaves falsely charged to their masters’ customers; also, 


empty bottles. To be found, also, in that classic volume, — 


Crib’s Memorial. 
DEADLY NEVERGREEN, that bears fruit all the year round. 
Os gallows, or three-legged mare. See THREE-LEGGED 
ARE. | 
Deapy. One of the multitudinous epithets applied to 
gin; used by the poets of the Holy Land in many in- 
stances, as | 
*¢ Grows gon hand more firm and steady, 


In handing out the cheering Deady?” 
Epistle to Randall, vide Randall's Diary 


«¢ Taught by thee, we’ve quaff’d the Deady’s stream 
At Belcher’s or at Randal]’s seat of strife.” 
Lines to Caleb Baldwin, Ibid. 


Speaking of pleasure, the bard says, 
«¢ T’ve sought her face on Moulsey’s ground, 
Her aérial form in Deady’s gin.” 
; Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 


runkenness, for which he used sometimes . 
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DeatH HuNtTER. An undertaker; one who furnishes the 
necessary articles for funerals. See CARRION HUNTER. 
DEATH’s HEAD UPON A Mop-stick. A poor, miserable, 
emaciated fellow; one quite an otomy. See OTomy. 

He looked as pleasant as the pains of death, 

DEEKER. A thief kept in pay by atrap. Scotch cant. 

DeEEeEp-one. A thorough-paced rogue, a sly designing fellow: 
in opposition to a shallow or foolish one. __ 

DEGEN, or DaGEN. A sword. Nim the degen; steal the 
sword. Dagen is Dutch for a sword. Cant. 

DELts. Young buxom wenches ripe for enjoyment, but 
who have not lost their virginity, which the upright man 
claims by virtue of his prerogative ; after which they become 
7a for any of the fraternity. Also, a common strumpet. 

ant. 

DEMAND THE Box. Call fora bottle. Sea term 

DemuRe. As demure as an old whore at a christening. 

DeEMyY-REP. An abbreviation of demy-reputation; a woman 
of doubtful character. - 

DERBY. To come down with the derbies; to pay the 
money. 

DeERRIcK. The name of the finisher of the law, or hangman, 
about the year 1608.—‘ For he rides his circuit with the 
Devil, and Derrick must be his host, and Tiburne the 
inne at which he will lighte. Vide Bellman of London, 
in art. PricGiIn Law.—‘ At the gallows, where 1 leave 
them, as to the haven at which they must all cast anchor, 
if Derrick’s cables do but hold.’ Jbid. | 

DeviL. A printer’s errand-boy. Also, a small thread in 
the king’s ropes and cables, whereby they may be distin- 
guished from all others. The Devil himself; a small streak 
of blue thread in the king’s sails. The Devil may dance 
in his pocket; i.e. he has no money; the cross on our 
ancient coins being jocularly supposed to prevent him from 
visiting that place, for fear, as it is said, of breakimg his 
shins against it. To hold a candle to the Devil; to be 
civil to any one out of fear: in allusion to the story of the 
old woman who set a wax taper before the image of St. 
Michael, and. another before the Devil, whom that saint 
is commonly represented as trampling under his feet: being 
reproved for paying such honour to Satan, she answered, 
as it was uncertain which place she should go to, heaven 
or hell, she chose to secure a friend in both places. That 
will be when the Devil is blind, and he has not got 
sore eyes yet; said of any thing unlikely to happen. It 
rains while the sun shiiies; the Devil is beating his wife 
with a shoulder of mutton: this phenomenon is also said 
to denote that cuckolds are going to.heaven ; on being 
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Cross. To come home by Weeping-cross; to repent at the 
conclusion. 7 

Cross: To cheat. To throw a match over, either in horse- 
racing, or in a prize battle, or any article which has heen 
improperly obtained, is said to have been got upon the cross. 
Cant. 

Cross Birr. One who combines with a sharper to draw in a 
friend ; also, to counteract or disappoint. Cant. This is | 
peculiarly used to signify entrapping a man so as to obtain 
crim. con. money, in which the wife, real or supposed, con- 
spires with the husband. 

Cross Butrockx. A particular lock or fall in the Brough- | 
tonian art, which, as Mr. Fielding observed, conveyed more 
pleasant sensations to the spectators than the patient. 

CROsS-COVE, or CROSS-MOLISHER. A man and woman a who 
live upon the cross. Cant. 

Cross-cris. A house kept by family people. Cant. 

Cross-FAM. To pick a pocket, by crossing your arms ina 
particular position. Cant. 

Cross Patcn. A peevish boy or girl, or rather an unsocial 
ill-tempered man or woman. 

Crow. To brag, boats, or triumph. To crow over any one ; 
to keep him in subjection: an image drawn from a ‘cock, 
who crows over a vanquished enemy. To pluck a-crow; to 
reprove any one for a fault committed, to settle a dispute. 
To strut like a crow in a gutter; to walk proudly, or with 
an air of consequence. 

Crown. A fiddle: probably from crooth, the Welch name 
for that instrument. 

Crowpero. A fiddler. 

CrowbDy. Oatmeal and water, or milk; a mess much eaten in 
the north. 

Crow Fair. A visitation of the clergy. See REVIEW OF 
THE BLACK CUIRASSIERS. oes 

Crown Orrice. The head. I fired into her keel upwards ; 
my eyes and limbs, Jack, the crown office was full; a 
woman with her head downwards. Sea-phrase. 

Cruisers. Beggars, or highway spies, who traverse the 
road to give intelligence of a booty; also, rogues ready to 
snap up any booty that may offer, like privateers or pirates 
on a cruise. 

Crummy. Fat, fleshy. A fine crummy dame ; a fat woman. 
He has picked up bis crumbs finely of late; he-has grown 
very fat, or-rich, of late. 

Crump. One who helps solicitors to afhdavit men, or false 
witnesses. ‘1 wish you had, Mrs. Crump;’ a Gloucester- 
shire saying, in answer.to a wish for any thiag ; implying, 
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you must not expect any assistance from the speaker. It 
is said to have originated from the following incident: One 
Mrs. Crump, the wife of a substantial. farmer, dining.with 
the old Lady Coventry, who was extremely deaf, said to one of 
the footmen, waiting at table, ‘I wish I had a draught of 
small beer,’ her modesty not permitting her to desire so fine 
a gentleman to bring it: the fellow, conscious that his 
mistress could not hear either the request or answer, replied, 
without moving, ‘I wish you bad, Mrs. Crump.’ These 
wishes being again repeated by both parties, Mrs. Crump 
got up from the table to fetch it herself; and being asked 
by my lady where she was going, related what had passed. 
The story being told abroad, the expression became pro- 
verbial. 

Crusty BEAU. One that uses paint and cosmetics, to obtain 
a fine complexion. 

Crusty FELLow. A surly fellow. 

Cus. An unlicked cub; an unformed, ill-educated, young 
man; a young nobleman or gentleman on his travels: an 
allusion to the story of the bear, said to bring its cub into 
form by licking. Also, a new gamester, 

Cucxo.p. The husband of an incontinent wife: cuckolds, 
however, are Christians, as we learn by the following story: 
An old woman hearing a man call his dog Cuckold, reproved 
him sharply, saying, ‘ Sirrah, are not you ashamed to call a 
dog by a Christian’s name? ‘To cuckold the parson; to 
go to bed with one’s wife before she has been churched. 

CucuMBgERS. Tailors, who are jocularly said to subsist, 
during the summer, chiefly on cucumbers, 

CuppiE. A Jack-ass. Sea cant. 

Curr. An old cuff; an old man. To cuff Jonas; said of one 
who is knocked-kneed, or who beats his sides to keep him- 
self warmin frosty weather; called, also, Beating the Booby. 

Currin. A man. 

Cott. A man, honest or otherwise. A bob cull; a good- 
natured, quiet fellow. Cant. 

CULLABILITY. A disposition liable to be cheated, an un- 
suspecting nature, open to imposition. 

CuLty. A fop or fool: also, a dupe to women: from the 
Italian word coglione, a blockhead. 

Cutp. A kick or blow: from the words mea culpa, being 
that part of the popish liturgy at which the people beat their 
breasts; or, as the vulgar term is, thump their craws. 

Conninc Man. A cheat, who pretends by his skill in astro- 
logy to assist persons in recovering stolen goods ; and, also, 
to tell them their fortunes, and when, how often, and to 
whom, they shall be married ; likewise answers all lawful 
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questions, both by sea and land. This profession is fre- 
quently occupied by ladies. 

CUNNING SHAVER. A sharp fellow, one that trims alee. 
i. e. cheats ingeniously. 

CUNNY-THUMBED. To double one’s fist with the thumb in- 
wards, like a woman. 

CuPpBoaRD Lovg. Pretended love to the cook, or any other 
person, for the sake of a meal. My guts cry cupboard ; 
1. e. Tam hungry. 

Curip, Buinp Cupip. A jeering name for an ugly blind 
man: Cupid, the god of love, being frequently painted 
blind. See BLinp Cupip. 

Cup or THE CREATURE. A cup of good liquor. : 

Cur-suoT. Drunk. 

Cor: A cut or curtailed dog. According to the forest-Jawe, 
a man who had ho right to the privilege of the chase, was 
obliged to cut or law his dog: among other modes of dis- 
abling him from disturbing the game, one was by depriv- 
ing him of hijs tail: a dog so cut was called a cut or cur- 
tailed dog, and by contraction a cur. A cur is ngaratively 
used to signify a surly fellow. 

Cursinc Law. The act of hooking goods out of windows: 
the curber is the thief, the curb the hook. Cant. : 

Curve. Clippings of money, which curls up in the operation. 
Cant. 

CuRMuDGEON. Avcovetous old fellow, derived, Becording to 
some, from the French terin caewr mechant. 

Curry. To curry favour; to obtain the favour of a person 
by coaxing or servility. To curry any one’s hide; to beat — 
him. 

CurRsE OF SCOTLAND. The nine of diamonds. Diamonds, it 
is said, imply royalty, being ornaments to the imperial 
crown; and every ninth king of Scotland has been observed, 
for many ages, to be a tyrant and a curse to that couatry. 
Others say it is from its similarity to the arms of Argyle; 
the Duke of Argyle having been very instrumental in bring- 
ing about the union, which, by some Scotch patriots, has 
been considered as detrimental to their country. 

Curse oF Gop. A cockade.. 

Cursitors. Broken petty-fogging attornies, or Newgate 
solicitors. Cant. . 

CurRTAILS. ‘Thieves who: cut off pieces of stuff hanging out 
of shop windows, the tails of women’s gowns, &c.; also, 
thieves wearing short jackets. 

CurTAIN LecTURE. A woman who scolds her husband when 
in bed, is said to read him a curtain lecture. 

Cusuion, He -has deserved the cushion; a saying of one 
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whose wife .is brought to bed of a boy: implying, that, hav- 
ing done his business effectually, he may now indulge or re- 
pose himself. : 

CustomM-HoUsE Goons. The stock in trade of a prostitute, 
because fairly entered, 

Cut. Drunk. A little cut over the head ; slightly intoxicated. 
To cut; to leave a person or company. ‘To cut up well; to 
die rich, | 

Cur. (Cambridge.) To renounce acquaintance with any 
one is to cut him. There are several species of the CUT. 
Such as the cut direct, the cut indirect, the cut sublime, 
the cut infernal, &c. The cut direct is to start across the 
street, at the approach of the obnoxious person, in order to 
avoid hip. The cut indirect is to look another way, and 
psss without appearing to observe him. The cut sublime 
is to admire the top of King’s College Chapel, or the beau- 
ty of the passing clouds, till he is cut of sight. The cut in- 
ferygal is to analyze the arrangement of your shoe-strings, 
for the same purpose. 

Cut Bene. To speak gently. To cut bene whiddes; to 
give good words. To cut queer whiddes; to give foul 
language. To cut.a bosh, ora flash; to makea figure. Cant. 

CuT one’s Stick. To he off. Cant. 

CurtTinG GLoak. A man famous for drawing a knife, and 
cutting any person he quarrels with. 

Cutry-EYED. To look out of the corners of one’s eyes, 
to leer, to look askance. The cull cutty-eyed at us; the 
fellow looked suspicious at us. 
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DAB. An adept; a dab at any feat or exercise. Dab, 
quoth Dawkins, when be hit bis wife on the a-se with a 
pound of butter. It also signifies a bed. 

Das IT UP. To dab it up with a woman, is to agree to 
cohabit with her; also, to run a score at a public-house. 
Dace, or DucE. Two peuce. Tip me a dace; lend me 

two pence. Cant. 

eas Hands. Tip us your daddle; give me your hand. 

ani, 

Dappy. Father. Old daddy; a familiar address to an old © 
man. To beat daddy mammy ; the first rudiments of drum 
beating, being the elements of the roll. 

Dab’s WILL. Parental authority. Oxf. Univ. Cant. 

Darry. Vulgarly calledGin : but ithas numerous other names. 
For instance, the squeamish fair one, who takes it on the sly, 
merely to cure the vapours, politely names it to her friends, 
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' as “ white wine.” The swell chaffs it as “‘ blue ruin” to 
elevate his notions, The daundress loves dearly a draiz 
of “ Ould Tom,” from its strength to comfort her inside. 

' The drag fiddler can toss off a quartern of “ max” witb- 
out making a wry mug. The coster monger illumines his 


ideas with a “ flash of lightning!” The hoarse Cyprian © 
owes her existence to copious draughts of “ Jackey.” The — 


link boy and mud lark, in joining their browns together, 
are for some “ stark naked.” And the out and outers, by 
the addition of bitters to it, in order to sharpen up a dissi- 
pated and damaged victualling office, cannot take any 
thing but ‘ Fuller’s earth!’ Picture of the Fancy. 

Darry Cuius. This original Society was founded by Mr. 
JAMES SOARES, at the Castle-tavern, Holborn, and who 
is the perpetual president of it. The sporting world is its 
hobby; and, respecting original anecdotes of the turf; the 
incidents of the prize-ring, and promoting scientific pugi- 
lism; the merits of the swift pedestrians of the day; a 
knowledge of the first-rate TROTTERS; an acquaintance 
with the best shots; good cockers; great cricketers; dis- 
tinguished anglers; and thorough bred cattle, dogs, &c. 
most of the members of the club can prize themselves not 
deficient riders, whenever necessity requires them to mount. 
It is also conspicuous for its accommodation to story tellers. 
The spirituous liquor drank by the club is DAFFy, (i.e. gin,) 
but in small quantities: as, the third of a quartern is the 
allowance for each member, at one time. It has obtained 
much notoriety from its good chaunting, every Friday night, 
during the season. Ibid. | 

Daccers. They are at daggers drawing; i.e. at enmity, 
ready to fight. | 

Dairy. A woman’s breasts, particularly one who gives suck. 
She sported her dairy; she pulled out her breast. 

Daisy CuTTER. A jockey term for a horse that does not 
lift up his legs sufficiently, or goes too near the ground, and 
is therefore apt to stumble. 

Daisy. A sea term applied to dock-mates. 

Dam. A small Indian coin, mentioned in the Gentoo code 
of laws; hence etymologists may, if they please, derive 
the common expression, I do not care a dam, i.e. I do not 
care half a farthing for it. 

DaMBER. Arascal. See DIMBER. 

DAMNED Sout. A clerk in a counting-house, whose sole 
business it is to clear or swear off merchandize at the cus- 
tom-house; and who, it is said, guards against the crime 
of perjury, by taking a previous oath, never to swear truly 
on those occasions. 

DAMPER. A luncheon, or snap before dinner; so called 
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from its damping, or allaying, the appetite; eating and 
drinking being, as the proverb wisely observes, apt to 
take away the appetite. 
DANCE UPON NotuING. To be hanged. 
DANCERS. Stairs. 
DaNDy. That’s the dandy; i.e. the ton, the clever thing; 
an expression of similar import to ‘‘ That’s the barber.” 
DANDY. In 1820, a fashionable non-descript. Men who 
wore stays to give them a fine shape, and were more than 
ridiculous in their apparel. 
@ 
Now a Danpy’sa thing, describe him who can? 
That is very much made in the shape of a man; 


But if for but once could the fashion prevail, 
He’d be more like an Are if he had bat a tail. 


I’m sure with the DanprEs we well may dispense, 

As neither possessing wit, learning, nor sense ; 

And if in such follies they still will persist, 

Thyow them all in the Thames, and they'll never be miss’d. 


Danpy Grey Russet. A dirty brown. His coat’s dandy 
grey russet, the colour of the devil’s nutting-bag. 

DANDY PRAT. An insignificant or trifling fellow. 

DANGLE. To follow a woman without asking the question. 
Also, to be hanged: I shall see you dangle in the sheriff’s 
picture-frame ; I shall see you hanging on the gallows. 

DANGLER. One who follows women in general, without 
any particular attachment. 

DaNNA. Human, or other excrement. Cant. 

DappER FELLow. A smart, well-made, little man. 

DaRBIEes. Fetters. Cant. 

Darby. Ready money. Cant. 

Dark CuLLY. A married man that keeps a mistress, whom 
he visits only at night, for fear of discovery. 

DaRKEE. A dark lanthorn used by housebreakers. Stow 
ihe darkee, and bolt, the cove of the crib is fly; hide the 
dark lanthorn, and run away, the master of the house 
kuows that we are here. 

DaRKMANS. The night. Cant. 

DaRKMAN’s BupGE. One that slides into a house in the 
dark of the evening, and hides himself, in order to let some 
of the gang in at night to rob it, — 

Dart. A straight-armed blow in boxing. 

Dasu, A tavern drawer. To cut a dash: to make a figure. 

Davip JoNES. The Devil, the spirit of the sea: called 
Neckon in the north countries, such as Norway, Denmark, 
and Sweden. | 

Davip JonEs’s LocKEeR. The sea. 

Davip’s Sow. As drunk as David’s sow; a common say- 
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ing, which took its rise from the following circumstance: 
One David Lloyd, a Welchman, who kept an alehouse at 
Hereford, had a living sow with six legs, which was greatly ° 
resorted to by the curious; he had also a wife much: 
addicted to drunkenness, for which he used sometimes 
to give her due correction. One day, David’s wife having 
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taken a cup too much, and being fearful of the conse- Wee 


quences, turned out the sow, and lay down to sleep herself ) 


ity 


sober in the stye. A company coming in to see the sow, ~~ 
David ushered them into the stye, exclaiming, ‘ there is a ™ 
sow for you! did any of you ever see such another?’ all 
the while supposing the sow had really beenthere; to “ 
which some of the company, seeing the state the woman : 
was in, replied, it was the drunkenest sow they had ever | 
beheld ; whence the woman was ever after called David’s sow. i 
Davy. I'll take my davy of it; vulgar abbreviation, of © 
affidavit. : 
Daws. To bribe. The cull was scragged because he could “* 
not dawb; the rogue was hanged because he could not De 
bribe. All bedawbed with lace; all over lace. es 
Day Licuts. Eyes. To darken his day-lights, or sow up 7 
his sees; to close up a man’s eyes in boxing. _ hs 
Drap Cargo. A term used by thieves, when they are dis- : ‘ 
appointed in the value of their booty. | 
Deap Horse. To work for the dead horse; towork for ! 
wages already paid. e 
DEAD-Louse. Vulgar pronunciation of the Dedalus ship 
of war. ) b 


DEAD Men. A cant word among journeyman bakers, for 
loaves falsely charged to their masters’ customers; also, 
empty bottles. To be found, also, in that classic volume, 
Crib’s Memonial. | 

DEADLY NEVERGREEN, that bears fruit all the year round. 
The gallows, or three-legged mare. See THREE-LEGGED 
MARE. . | 

Drapy. One of the multitudinous epithets «applied to 
gin; used by the poets of the Holy Land in many in- 
stances, as . 

« Grows Phe hand more firm and steady, 
In handing out the cheering Deady?” 
Epistle to Randall, vide Randall's Diary. 


«¢ Taught by thee, we’ve quaff’d the Deady’s stream 
At Belcher’s or at Randall’s seat of strife.” 
Lines to Caleb Baldwin, Ibid. 
Speaking of pleasure, the bard says, 
« T’ve sought her face on Moulsey’s ound, 
Her aérial form in Deady’s gin.” 3 
: Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 
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Deatuy Hunter. An undertaker; one who furnishes the 
necessary articles for funerals. See CARRION HUNTER. 

DEATH’s HgaD upon A Mop-sTick. A poor, miserable, 
emaciated fellow; one quite an otomy. See OtTomy. 
He looked as pleasant as the pains of death, 

DeexkeR. A thief kept in pay by atrap. Scotch cant. 

DEEP-ONE. A thorough-paced rogue, a sly designing fellow: 
in opposition to a shallow or foolish one. 

DEGEN, or DaGEN. A sword. Nim the degen; steal the 
sword. Dagen is Dutch for a sword. Cant. 

DELts. Young buxom wenches ripe for enjoyment, but 
who have not lost their virginity, which the upright man 
claims by virtue of -his prerogative; after which they become 
is for any of the fraternity. Also, a common strumpet. 

ant. 

DEMAND THE Box. Call for a bottle. Sea term 

DemuRE. As demure as an old whore at a christening. 

DEMY-REP. An abbreviation of demy-reputation; a woman 
of doubtful character. - 

Dersy. To come down with the derbies; to pay the 
money. 

DERRICK. The name of the finisher of the law, or hangman, 
about the year 1608.—‘ For he rides his circuit with the 
Devil, and Derrick must be his host, and Tiburne the 
inne at which he will lighte. Vide Bellman of London, 
in art. PriccGin Law.—‘ At the gallows, where I leave 
them, as to the haven at which they must all cast anchor, 
if Derrick’s cables do but hold.’ bid. 

Devit. A printer's errand-boy. Also, a small thread in 
the king’s ropes and cables, whereby they may be distin- 
guished from all others, The Devil himself; a small streak 
of blue thread in the king’s sails. The Devil may dance 
in his pocket; i.e. he has no money; the cross on our 
ancient coins being jocularly supposed to prevent him from 
visiting that place, for fear, as it is said, of breaking his 
shins against it. To hold a candle to the Devil; to be 
civil to any one out of fear: in allusion to the story of the 
old woman who set a wax taper before the image of St. 
Michael, and. another before the Devil, whom that saint 
is commonly represented as trampling under his feet: being 
reproved for paying such honour to Satan, she answered, 
as it was uncertain which place she should go to, heaven 
or hell, she chose to secure a friend in both places. That 
will be when the Devil is blind, and he has not got 
sore eyes yet; said of any thing unlikely to happen. It 
rains while the sun shiiies; the Devil is beating his wife 
with a shoulder of mutton: this phenomenon is -also said 
to denote that cuckolds are going to.heaven ; on being 
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informed of this, a loving wife cried out, with great vehe- 
mence, ‘ Run, husband, run!’ . 


The Devil was sick, the Devil a monk would be ; 
The Devil was well, the Devil 2 monk was he ; 


a proverb signifying that we are apt to forget promises 
made in time of distress. To pull the Devil by the tail; 
to be reduced to one’s shifts. The Devil go with you and 
sixpence, and then you will have both money and company. 

DeEviL. The gizzard of a turkey or fowl, scored, peppered, 
salted, and broiled: it derives its appellation from being 
hot in the mouth. 

Devi, CATCHER, or Devi, Driver. A parson. See 
Snus DEVIL. 

Devi, DRAWER. A miserable painter. 

DEvILIsH. Very: an epithet which, in the English vulgar 
language, is made to agree with every quality or thing; 
as, devilish bad, devilish good; devilish sick, devilish 
well; devilish sweet, devilish sour; devilish hot, devilish 
cold; &c. &c. 

Devit’s Bqoxs. Cards. . 

Devit’s DAUGHTER. It is said of one who has a termagaat 
for his wife, that he has married the Devil’s daughter, and 
lives with the old folks. 

DEVIL’s DAUGHTER’S PORTION: 


Deal, Dover, and Harwich, 

The Devil gave with his daughter in marriage ; 
And, by a codicil to his will, 

He added Helvoet and the Brill. 


a saying occasioned by the shameful impositions practised 
by the inhabitants of those places on sailors and travellers. 

Devil's Dunc. Asafeetida. ; “ 

Devit’s Guts. A surveyor’s chain: so called by farmers, 
who do not like their land should be measured by their 
landlords. 7 

Dew BEATERS. Feet. Cant. 


«¢ Long may you stand on your dew-beaters well.” - 
Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 


Drews WINS, or DEUx WINS. Two pence. Cant. 
Diat PuatTE. The face. To alter his dial plate; to dis- 
figure his face. 
Dice. The names of false dice: 
A bale of bard cinque deuces, 
A bale of flat cinque deuces. 
A: bale of flat sice aces. 
A bale of bard cater traes. 
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A bale of flat cater traes. 

A bale of fulhams. 

A bale of light graniers. 

A bale of langrets contrary to the ventage. 

A bale of gordes, with as many highmen as lowmen, 
for passage. 

A bale of demies. 

A bale of long dice for even and odd. 

A bale of bristles. 

A bale of direct contraries. 

Dicx. That happened in the reign of queen Dick, i.e. 
never: said of any absurd old story. 1 am as queer as 
Dick’s hatband; that is, out of spirits, or don’t know what 
ails me. | | 

DICKED IN THE Nos. Silly. Crazed. 

Dickey. A sham shirt. 

Dickey. Anass. Roll your dickey; drive your ass, Also, 
a seat for servants to sit in behind a carriage, when their 
masters drive. 

Dicky. A woman’s under-petlicoat. It’s all Dicky with 
him; i.e. it’s all over with him. 

DippgEys. A woman’s breasts or bubbies. 

Dippte. To cheat. To defraud. The cull diddled me 
out of my dearee; the fellow robbed me of my sweetheart. 

DIDDLE. Gin. 

DIDDLER. A fellow who lives by his impudence and address: 
a character that knows how to gammon the flats; and even 
to puzzle the knowing ones. , 

DIE HARD, or GAME. To die hard, is to show no signs of 
fear or contrition at the gallows; not to whiddle or squeak. 
This advice is frequently given to felons going to suffer the 
law, ‘by their old comrades, anxious for the honour of 
the gang. ; 

Diccers. Spurs. Cant. 

Dics. Hard blows. Cant. 

Ditpo. [From the Italian diletto, q.d.a woman's delight; 
or from our word, dally, q.d.a thing to play withal.] 
Penissuccadanéus, called, in Lombardy, Passo Tempo. 
Bailey. 

DILIGENT. Double diligent, like the Devil’s apothecary; 
said of one affectedly diligent. 

Ditty. [An abbreviation of the word diligence.] A public 
voiture or stage, commonly a post-chaise, carrying three | 
persons; the name is taken from the public stage vehicles 
in France and Flanders. The dillies first began to run in 
England about the year 1779. 

DiMBER. Pretty. A dimber cove; a pretty fellow, Dim- 
ber mort; a pretty wench. Cant, 
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DimBER DAMBER. A top man, or prince, among the cant- 
ing crew; also, the chief rogue of the gang, or the com- 
pletest cheat. Cant. 

Dimmock. Money. Cant. 

Dine: To knock down. To ding it in one’s ears; to re- 
proach or tell one something one is not desirous of hearing: 
also, to throw away; particularly any article you have 
stolen, either because it is ‘worthless, or that there is danger 
of immediate apprehension. To ding a person, is to drop 
his acquaintance totally; also, to. quit his company, or 
leave him for the time present;.to ding to. your pal, is to 
convey to him, privately, the property you have just 
stolen; and hie who receives it is said. to take ding, or to 
knap the ding. | 

DINGABLE. Any thing considered: worthless, or which you 
can well spare, having no further occasion for it, is 
declared to be dingable. This phrase is often applied: by 
sharps to a flat whom they have cleaned out; and by aban- 
doned women to a keeper, who, having spent his all upon 
them, must be discarded, or dinged as soon as possible. 

Dine Boy. A rogue, a hector, a bully, or sharper. Cant. 

Dine Donec. Helter skelter, in a hasty, disorderly, manner. 

DINGEY CHRISTIAN. A mulatto; or any one who has, as the 
West-Indian term is, a lick of the tar-brush, that is, some 
negro blood in him. 

Dintnc-Room-Post. A mode of stealing in houses that: let 
lodgings, by rogues pretending to be postmen, who send 
up sham letters to the lodgers, and, whilst waiting in the 
entry for the postage, go into the first room they see open; 
and rob it. 

Die. To dip for a wig. Formerly, in Middle-row, Holborn, 
wigs of. different sorts were, it is said, put into a close- 
stool box, into which, for three-pence, any one might dip, 
or thrust in his hand, and take, out the first wig he laid 
hold of; if he was dissatisfied with his prize, he might, on 
paying three halfpence, return it and dip again. A punning 
name for a tallow-chandler. 

DippERs. Anabaptists. 

Dipt.. Pawned or mortgaged. 

DisacLovT. A dirty greasy woman. He has made 2 nap: 
kin of his dishclout; a saying of one who has married his 
cook-maid. To pin a dishclout to a man’s tail; a panish- 
ment often threatened by the female servants in a kitchen, 
to a man who pries too minutely into the sectets of that 
lace, : ne 

Gaus up. He is completely dished up; he is totally 
ruined. To throw a thing in one’s dish; to reproach of 
twit one with any particular matter. 
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DismaL Dirrty. ‘The psalm sung by the felons at the gal- 
lows, just before they are turned off. 

DisPpaATcHERS. False dice used by gamblers, so contrived as 
always to throw a nick. | 

DisPATCHES. A mittimus, or justice of the peace’s warrant, 
for the commitment of a rogue. 

DISTRACTED DivisioN. Husband and wife fighting. 

DIsTRESSED. In boxing, when a man is distressed, he is out 

Ditro, A suit of ditto; coat, waistcoat, and breeches, all 
of one colour. _ : 
of wind, and nearly exhausted from his exertions. It, also, 
shows bad condition. | 

Dive. To dive; to pick a pocket. To dive for a dinner; 
to go down into a cellar to dinner. A dive, is a thief who 
stands ready to receive goods-thrown out to him by a little 
boy put in at a window. Cant. 

Diver. A pickpocket: also, one who lives in a cellar. 

Diving. To divide the house with one’s wife; to give her 
the outside, and to keep all the inside to one’s self, i.e. to 
turn her into the street. 

Do. Todo any one; to rob and cheat him. I have done 
him; I have robbed him. It is a term used by smashers; to 
do a queer half-quid, or a queer screen, is to utter a coun- 
terfeit half-guinea, or a forged bank-note: also, to over- 
come in a boxing-match: witness those laconic lines writteh 
on the field of battle, by Humphries to his patron.—‘ Sir, 
I have done the Jew.’ It is absolutely criminal to omit any 

- thing so exquisite as this in the Elegant Epistles. 

Dosin Ric. Stealing ribands from haberdashers early in 
the morning or late at night; generally practised by wo- 
men in the disguise of maid servants. 

Dock. To lie with a woman. The cull docked the dell 
all the darkmans; the fellow laid with the wench all night. 
Docked smack smooth; one who has suffered an amputa- 
tion of his penis from a venereal complaint. He must go 
into dock; a sea phrase, signifying that the person spo- 
ken of must undergo a salivation. Docking is also a pu- 
nishment inflicted by sailors on the prostitutes who have 
infected them with the venereal disease; it consists in cut- 
ting off all their clothes, petticoats, shift and all, close to 
their stays, and then turning them into the street. 

Dock-SHANKERS. Dock-mates. Sea term. 

Doctor. Milk and water, with a little rum, and some nut- 
meg: also, the name of a composition used by distillers, 
to make spirits appear stronger than they really are, or, 
in their phrase, better proof. 

Doctors. Loaded dice, that will run but two or three 
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chances, They put the doctors upon him; they cheated 
him with loaded dice. 


DopsEY. A woman: perhaps a corruption of Doxey. Cant, © 


Doc. An old og at it; expert or accustomed. to any thing. 
* Dog in a manger; one who would prevent another from 
enjoying what he himself does not want; an allusion to 
the well-known fable. The dogs have not dined; a com- 
mon saying to any one whose shirt hangs oat behind. Te 
dog, or dodge; to follow at a distance. To blush like a 
blue dog, i.e. not at all. To walk the black dog on any 


one; a punishment inflicted in the night on a fresh prisoner, ‘ 


by bis comrades, in case of his refusal to pay the usual 
footing or garnish. | 3 

Doo Burrers. Dog stealers, who kill those dogs not ad- 

_ vertised for, sell their skins, and feed the remaining dogs 
with their flesh. 

DoccED. Surly. | 

Doccess, Doc’s W1FE or Lapy, Puppy’s MAMMA. Jocular 
ways of calling a woman a bitch. 

Doc IN A DQuBLET. A daring, resolute fellow. In Ger- 
many and Flanders the boldest dogs used to hunt the boar, 
having a kind of buff doublet buttoned on their bodies. 
Rubens has represented several so equipped, so has Sney- 
ders. 

Doc Latin. Barbarous Latin, such as was formerly used 
by the lawyers ia their pleadings. 

Doe’s RorTIoN. A lick and a smell. He comes in for only 
a dog’s portion; a saying of one who is a distant admirer 
or dangler after women. See DANGLER. 


Doe’s Ric. To copulate till you are tired, and thenturn | 


tail to it. 
Doe’s Soup. Rain water. 
Doc Vang. Acochade. Sea term. 
Dorr away. To fence or dispose of a stolen article beyond 
the reach of probable detection. 
Do it up. To accomplish any object you have in view; to 
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obtain any thing you are in quest of, is called doing it up - 


for such a thing; a person who contrives by nob-work, or 


ingenuity, to live an easy life, and appears to improve | 


daily in circumstances, is said fo do it up in good twig. 
Dott. Bartholomew doll; a tawdry, over-drest woman, 
like one of the children’s dolls at Bartholomew-fair. To 
mill doll; to beat hemp at Bridewell, or any other house 
of correction. : 
Do.top. A dollop is a large quantity of any thing; the 
whole dollop means the total quantity. 
Dotty. A Yorkshire dolly; a contrivance for washing, by 
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means of a kind of wheel fixed in a tub, which, being 
turned about, agitates and cleanses the linen put into: it, 
with soap and water. 

DOMINE Do LITTLE. An impotent old fellow. 

DOMINEER. A parson. | Cant. 

DoMINEER. To reprove or command in an insolent or 
haughty manner. Don’t think as how you shall domi- 
neer here. 

Domrno Box (To open the). To open the month. Cant. 

Dons, or Dong over. Robbed: also, convicted or hanged. 
Cant. As, he was done for a crack; he was convicted of 
house-breaking. 

Don PENINSULA. The range of all who bear long hanging 
sleeves, and the name of Domini. Oxf. Unio. Cant. 

Done vr. Ruined by gaming and extravagance. Modernterm. 

Donkey, Donxey Dick. A he, or jack-ass: called don- 
key, perhaps, from the Spanish or don-like gravity of 
that animal; entitled, also, the king of Spain’s trumpeter. 

Doone. A silly fellow, of noodle. See NOODLE. Also, a 
child’s penis. Doodle doo, or, Cock a doodle doo, a 
childish appellation for a cock, in imitation of its note 
when crowing. - : 

DoopieE SAck. A bagpipe. Dutch. 

Do ovER. Carries the same meaning as Do, but is not so briefly 
expressed; the former having received the polish of the 
present times. 

Dopry. A beggar’s trull. 

Dorse. A snoozing ken: to dorse with a woman, signifies 
to sleep with her. Cant. | 

Dot. A ribbon. Sea cant. ‘ 

DoT AND GO ONE. ‘To waddle: generally applied to persons 
who have one leg shorter than the other; and who, as the sea 
phrase is, go upon an uneven keel: also, a jeering appellation 
for an inferior writing-master, or teacher of arithmetic. 

Dor-pRAG. A watch-ribbon. Sea cant. 

Do THE TRICK. To accomplish any robbery, or other 
business successfully ; a thief who has been fortunate enough 
to acquire an independence, and prudent enough to fie it up 
in time, is said by his former associates to have done the 
trick; on the other hand, a man who has imprudently in- 
volved himself in some great misfortune, from which there 
is little hope of extrication, is declared by his friends, with 
an air of commiseration, to have dome the trick for himself ; 
that is, his ruin or downfall is nearly certain. 

DovusLE. To tip any one the double; to run away in his 
or her debt. 

DovBLe. To double a person, or tip him the Dublin packet, 
signifies either to run away from him openly, and elude his at- 
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tempts to oyertake you, or to give himthe slip in the streets, 
or elsewhere, unperceived, commonly done to escape from 
an officer who has you in custody, or to turn up a flat of 
any kind, whom you have a wish to get rid of. 

Dovus_e Jucc. A man’s backside. Cotton's Virgil. 

Dous.LeE SLANGS. Double irons. Cant. . oO 

Doveias. Roby Douglas, with one eye and a stinking 
breath; the breech. Sea wit. 

Dove-TaiIt. A species of regular answer, which fits into 

_ the subject, like the contrivance whence it takes its name: 
ex. Who owns this?) The dove-tail is, Not you by your 
asking. 

Dowpy. A coarse, vulgar-looking woman. 

Down. Aware of a thing. Knowing it. There is xo down. 

'  Acant pbrase used by house-breakers to signify tbat the 

_ persons belonging to any house are not on their guard, 
or that they are fast asleep, and haye not heard any. noise 
to alarm them. 

Down. Sometimes synonymous with aweke, as, when the 

, party you are about to reb sees or suspects your intention, 
it is then said ‘that the cove is down. A down is a sus- 
Ppicion, alarm, or discovery, which, taking place, obliges 
yourself and palls to give up or desist from the business or 
depredation you were engaged in; to put a down upon a 
man, is to give information of any robbery or fraud he ts 
about to perpetrate, so as to cause his failure or detection ; 
to drop down to a person is to discover or be aware of ‘his 
character or designs ; to put a person down to any thing, is 

_ to apprise him of, elucidate, or explain, it to him; to pué a 
swell down, signifies to alarm or put a gentleman on his 
guard when in the attempt to pick his pocket, you fail to 
effect it at once, and, by having touched him a little too. 
roughly, you cause him to suspect your design, and to use 
precautions accordingly; or, perhaps, in the act of sound- 
ing him, by being too precipitate or incautious, his sus- 
picions may have been excited, and it is then said that you 
have put him down, put him fly, or spoiled him. See SPoin 
1T.. To drop down upon yourself, is 1o become melancholy, 
or feel symptoms of remorse or compunction, on being com- 

. mitted to jail, cast for death, &c. To sink under mis- 
fortunes of any kind. A man who gives way to this weak- 
ness, is said to be down upon himself. 

Down AS A HAMMER, Down As A TRIPPET. These are 
merely emphatical phrases, used out of flash, to signify 
being down, leary, fly, or awake, to any matter, meaning, 
or design. | “s 

Down Hiis. Dice that run low. 

DowsE. To take down: as, Dowse the pendant. Dowse 
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your dog vane; take the cockade out of your hat. Dowse 
the glim; put out the candle. 

.Dowsk ON THE CHops. A blow in the face. 

DowseER. Vulgar pronunciation of douceur. 

DoxtEs. She beggars, wenches, whores. 

Drac. A cart. The drag is the game of robbing carts, 

 'waggons, or carriages, either in town or country, of trunks, 
bale-goods, or any other property. Done for a drag, sig- 
nifies convicted fora robbery of the before-mentioned nature. 

Drac-Cove. The driver of a cart. 

DRAGGLETAIL, or DAGGLETAIL. One whose garments are 
bespattered with dag or dew: generally applied to the 
female sex, to signify a slattern. : ‘ 

DraG Lay. Waiting in the streets to rob carts or waggons. 

DRAGSMAN. A thief who follows the game of dragging. 

DRAIN. Gin: so called from the diuretic qualities imputed 
to that liquor. 

DrRAkED. A thief forced into a pond by a mob, as a sum- 
mary mode of punishment, is termed being draked, or 
ducked. Cant. 

Dram. A glass or small measure of any spirituous liquors, 
which, being originally sold by apothecaries, were estima- 
ted by drams, ounces, &c. ' Dog’s dram; to spit in his 
mouth, and clap his back. . 

DRAM-A-TICK. A dram served upon credit. 

-Drap. A nasty sluttish whore.. 

DRAPER. An ale draper; an alehouse keeper. 

DRAUGHT, or BILL, ON THE PUMP AT ALDGATE. A bad 
or false bill of exchange. See ALDGATE. 

‘Draw. Stealing from any person his pocket-book, or hand- 
kerchief, is termed, among the flash coves, drawing him of 
his reader, &c. also, to obtainj money or goods of a man 
by a plausible story, is called drawing him of it. 

Drawers. Stockings. Cant. : 

DRAWING THE CoRK. To givea man a bloody nose: ie. I 
have drawn his cork. Pugilistic cant, 

DRAWING THE K1NG’s PicTUBE. - Coining. Cant. 

Draw LatcHEs. Robbers of houses, the doors of which are 
only fastened with latches. | 

Dexss. To beat. I'll dress his hide neatly; Vl beat him 
soundly, | | 

DaissLe. A method of pouring out, as it were, the dice 
from the box, gently, by which an old practitioner is 
enabled to cog one of them with his fore-finger. 

DripPerR. A gleet. 

Driz. A card of lace, belonging to haberdashers. Cant. 

DRoMEDARY. A heavy, bungling thief or rogue. A purple 
dromedary ; a bungler in the art and mystery of thieving. Cant. 
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DROMMERARS. See DOMMERER. Ry st 

Drop. The new drop; a contrivance for executing felons at 
Newgate, by means of a platform, which drops from. ua- 
der them: this is, alsa, called the last drop. See LEAF and 
MorniNG Drop. 7 

Drop. The game of ring-dropping is called the drop. . | 

Dror. To give or present a person with money, as, he dropped 
mea quid, he gave me @ guinea. A kid who delivers his 
bundle to a sharper without hesitation, or a shopkeeper who 
is easily duped of his goods by means of u forged order or 
false pretence, is said to drop the swag in good twig, 
meaning, to part with it freely. : 

Drop A Coc. To let fall, with design, a piece of gold er 
silver, in order to draw in and cheat the persou who sees it 
picked up; the piece so dropped is called a dropt ceg. 

Drop A WuHiD. To let fall a word, either inadyertently or 
designedly. : 

Drop Covers. Persons who practise the fraud of dropping 
u ring or other article, and picking it up before the person 
intended to be defrauded, they pretend. that the thing is 
very valuable to induce their gull to lend them money, or 

_4o purchase the article. See FawNy Ric and Money 
DROPPERS. 

Dror Down. To be dispirited. This expression is used by _ 
thieves to signify that their companion did not die game ; 
as, ihe kiddy dropped dawn when he. went to be twisted ; 
the young fellow was very low spirited when he walked out 
to be hanged. iz 

DROP IN THE Eye. Almost drunk. 7 : 

Drop onE’s Lear. To die; very poetic, obviously allusive 
to the falling of: the leaves in autumn. | 

Davus. To beat any one with a stick, or rope’s end: perhaps 
a contraction of dry rub. It is also used to signify a good 
beating with any iustrumeut. : 

DRUMMER. A jockey term for a horse that throws about his 
fore-legs irregularly: the idea is taken from a kettle drum- 
mer, who, in beating,- makes many flourishes with his 
drumsticks. | 


. DRUMMOND. Any scheme or project considered to be ‘in- 


fallible, or any event which is deemed inevitably certain, is 
declared to be a Drummond ; meaning, it is as sure as the 
credit of that respectable banking-house, Drummond and Co. 

Drunk. Drunk as. a wheel-barrow.. Drunk as David's sew. 
See Davin’s Sow. 

DruRyY-LANE AGug. The venereal disorder. 

Drury-Lane VESTAL. A woman of the town, or prostitute ; 
Drury-lane and its. environs being the residence of many of 
those ladies. : - 
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Dry Bos. A smart rapartee: also, copulation without emis- 
sion; in law Latin, siccus robertulys. 

Dry Boots. A sly humorous fellow. 

Dus. A picklock, or master-key. Cant. 

Dus-aT A KNAPPING-JicGER. A turnpike-man. Cant. 

DusserR. A picker of locks. Cant. : 

Dus Cove. Aturnkey. Cant. 

Dus Lay. Robbing houses by picking the locks. 

Dus 0’ TH’ Hick. A lick on the head. 

DUB THE JIGGER. Open the door. Cant. 

Duce. Two-pence. 

DucuEss. A woman enjoyed with her pattens on, or bya — 
‘man in boots, is said to be made a duchess. 

Duck. A lame duck ; an Exchange-alley phrase for a stuck- 
jobber, who either cannot or will not pay his losses, or 
differences, in which case he is said to waddle out of the 
Alley, as he cannot appear there again till his debts are 
settled and paid ; should he attempt it, he would be hustled 
out by the fraternity. : 

Duck Lees. Short legs. — 7 

Ducks AND DRAKES. To make ducks and drakes; a school- 
boy’s amusement, practised with pieces of tile, oyster-shells, 
or flattish stones, which, being skimmed along the surface of — 
a pond, or still river, rebound many times. To make ducks | 
‘aud drakes of one’s money ; to throw it idly away. 

DuDDERING RAKE. A thundering rake; a buck of the first 
head, one extremely lewd. | | 

DUDDERS, or WHISPERING DupDDERS. Cheats who travel 
the country, pretending to sell smuggled goods: they accost 
their intended dupes in a whisper. The goods they have for 
sale are old shop-keepers, or damaged; purchased by them 
of large manufacturers. See DUFFER. 

DUDGEON. Anger. 

Dubs. Clothes. | 

Dugs. This term is sometimes used to express money, where 
any certain sum or payment is spoken of; a man asking for 
money due to him for any service done, or a blowen requir- 
ing her previous compliment from a family-man, would say, 
Come, tip us the dues. So a thief, requiring his share of 
pooty from his palls, will desire them to bring the dues to 
ry h .-: : : 

Duss. This word is often introduced by the lovers of flash 
on many occasions, but merely owt of fancy, and can only 
be understood from the context of their discourse; like 
many other cant terms, it is not easily explained on paper; 
for example, speaking of a man likely to go to jail, one will 
say, there will be guodding dues concerned ; of a man likely 
to be executed, there will be fopping dues ; if any thing is 
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alluded to that will require a fee or bribe, there must be 
tipping dues, or palming dues concerned, &c. 

Durrers, Cheats who ply in differest parts of the town, 
and pretend to deal in smuggled goods, stopping all oy 
people, or such as they think they can impose on; whic 
they frequently do, by selling them Spital-fields goods at 
double their current price. 

Ducs. A woman’s breasts, | 

Duke Humpnrey. To dine with Dake Humphrey ; to fast. 
In old St. Paul’s church was an aisle called Duke Hum- 


phrey’s walk, (from a tomb vulgarly called his, but in reality , 


belonging to John of ‘Gaunt,) and persons who walked 

_ there, while others were at dinner, were said to dine with 
Duke Humphrey. . 

Duke oF Limss. A tall, awkward, ill-made, fellow. 

Duke, or Rum DuxKE. A queer unaccountable fellow. 

DuLL Swirt. A stupid sluggish fellow, one.long going on 

_ an errand. : 

Dums ARM. A lame arm. 

DUMB-FOUNDED. - Silenced: also, soundly beaten. 

Dums GuuTTON. The monosyllable. 

DumsB WatcyH. A bubo in the groin. 

DuMMEE. A pocket-book. A dummee-hunter; a_pick- 
pocket, who lurks about to steal pocket-books out of gentle- 
men’s pockets. Frisk the dummee of the screens; take all 
the bank-notes out of the pocket-book: ding the dummee, 
and bolt, they sing out beef; throw away the pocket-book, 
and run off, as they call out “ stop thief.” 

Dummigz. A-wooden man. A fool. 

Dump.uin. A short thick man or woman. Norfolk dumplin : 
a jeering appellation of a Norfolk man, dumplins being a 
favourite kind of food in that county. 

Dumps. Down in the dumps; low-spirited, melancholy : 
jocularly said to be derived from Dumpos, a king of Egypt, 
who died of melanchely. Dumps are also small pieces of 

_ lead, east by schoolboys in the shape of money. 7 

Dun. An importunate creditor. Dunny, in the provincial 

. dialect of several caunties, signifies deaf; to dun, then, per- 
haps, may mean to deafen with importunate demands : some 
derive it from the word. dornez, which signifies give. But 
the true original meaning of the word owes its birth to one 
Joe Dun, a famous bailiff of the town of Lincoln, so ex- 

tremely active, and so dexterous in his business, that it 
became a proverb, when a man refused to pay, Why do not 

. you Dux him? that is, Why do not you set Dun to arrest 
him? Hence it became a cant word, and is now as old as 
since the days of Henry VII. Dun was also the general 
name for the hangman, before that of Jack Ketch. 


EA R 


; ' © And presently a halter got, 
ade of the best strong hempen teer, 
And, ere a cat could lick her ear, 
Had tied it up with as much art 
As DUN himself could do for’s heart.”” 
Cotton’s Virgil Trav. book iv. 


DuNAGAN. A privy. Cant. | 

DunaGan Draa,. A nightman’s cart. Cgnt. 

DuNAKER. AA stealer of cows and calves. 

DUNEGAN.. A privy, a water-closet. 

DUNGHILL. coward: a cockpit phrase, all but gamecocks 
being stiled dunghills, To die dunghill; to repent or show 

_ any signs of contrition at the gallows, Moving dunghill; a 
dirty, filthy man or woman. Dung, an abbreviation of 

_ dunghill, also, means a journeyman tailor who submits to the 
law for regulating journeymen tailors’ wages, therefore 
deemed, by the flints, acoward. See FLINTS, 

DUNNOCK. Acow. Cant. 

Dun TERRITORY. Circle of creditory to be had. Oxf. 
Univ. cant. - 

Dup. To open a door, a contraction of do ope or open. See 
Dus. 

DuruAM MAN. Knocker kuneed, he grinds mustard with his 
knees: Durham is famous for its mustard. __. 

Dust. Money. Down with your dust; deposit the money. 
To raise or kick up a dust, to make a disturbance or riot. 
See BREEZE. Dust jt away; drink about. 

DusrMAN. To let the dustman get hold of you ; to fall asleep. 
Cant. | 

DutcH Comrort. Thank God it is no worse. 

Dutcy CoNceRT. Where every one plays of sings a.different | 

_ tune. 

DurcH Fegast. Where the entertainer gets drunk before 
his guest. 

Dutco RECKONING, or ALLE-MAL, A verbal or lump ac- 
count, without particulars, as brought at spunging-houses or 
Cyprian lodgings. | 

DyNASTY OF VENUS. Indiscriminate lave and misguided. 
affection. Oxf, Univ. cant. . 
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EARNEST. A deposit, in part of payment, to bind a bargain. 

EaRtTH BATH. A grave. 

EAR-wIGGING. A snake in the grass ; a fellow fond of telling 
tales about those persons he may be employed with. A 
whisperer. | _ . 
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Easy. Make the cull easy or quiet; gag or kill him. As easy 
as pissing the bed. ; 

Easy Virtus. A lady of easy virtue, an impure, or prostitute. 

Eat. To eat like a beggar man, and wag his under jaw; a 
jocular reproach to a proud man. To eat one’s words; to 
retract what one has said. | _ 

Epoce. To excite, stimulate, or provoke, or, as it 3s vulgarly 
called, to egg a man on. Fall back, fall edge, 3. e. let 
what will happen. Some derive to egg on from the Latin 
word age, age. 

EieutT Eyes. I will knock out two of your eight eyes; a 
common Billingsgate threat from one fish nymph to another : 
every woman, according to the naturalists of that society, 
having eight eyes :—viz. two seeing eyes, two bub-eyes, a 
bell-eye, two pope’s eyes, and a * * *-eye. He has fallen 
down; and trod upon his eye; said of one who has a black 
eye. 

ELsBow GreasE. Labour. Elbow grease will make an oak 
table shine. 

E.LBow Room. Sufficient space to act in. Out at elbows; 
said of an estate that is mortgaged. 2 

ELBow SCRAPER. A fiddler. Sea term. 

ELsow SHAKER. A gamester; one who rattles Saint Hugh's 
bones, i. e. the dice. | 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE. In the slang language, this sign is 
denominated the Pig and Tinder-box, 

EMPEROR. Drank as an emperor; i.e. ten times as drunk as 
a lord. | 

ENSIGN BEARER. A drunken man, who looks red in the face, 
or hoists his colours in his drink. 

EguripT. Rich; also, having new clothes. Well equipt; full 
of money, or well dressed. The cull equipped me with a 
brace of meggs; the gentleman furnished me with a couple 
of guineas. 

EssEx Lion. A calf, Essex being famous for calves, and 
chiefly supplying the London markets. 

' Essex STILE. A ditch. A great part of Essex is low marshy 
ground, in which there are more ditches than stiles. 

ETE&NITY Box. A coffin. 

Eves. Hen-roosts. . 

Eve’s Custom Hovusg, where Adam made his first entry. The 
monosyllable. 

Eves DROPPER. One that lurks about to rob hen-roosts ; 
also, a listener at doors and windows, to hear private 
conversation. 

Evin. Ahalter. Cant. Also, a wife, an admirable synonyme. 

Ewk. A white ewe; a beautiful woman. Au old ewe drest 
lamb fashion ; an old woman drest like a young girl. 


F A K 
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EXECUTION Day. Washing day. | 
EXPENDED. Killed: alluding to the gunner’s accounts, 
wherein the articles consumed are charged under the title of 
expended. Sea phrase. 
EYE. It’s all my eye and Betty Martin; it’s all nonsense, all 
mere stuff. | 7 
Eye-Sore. A disagreeable object. It will be an. eye-sore as 


long as she lives, said by a man whose wife was cut for a 
fistula in ano, 


EYE-WaTER. Gin. Cant. 
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FACE-MAKING. Begetting children. To face it out; to 
persist in a falsity. No face but his own; a saying of one 
who has no money in his pockct, or no court-cards in_ his 
hand. 

Facer. A bumper; a glass filled so full as to leave no room 

_ for the lip: also, a violent blow on the face. | 

Faper. It won't fadge; it won’t do. A farthing. 

Fac. To beat. Fag the bloss; beat the wench. Cant. A 
fag also means a boy of an inferior form, or class, who acts 
as a servant to one of a superior, who is said to fag him; he 
is my fag:—whence, perhaps, fagged out, for juded or tired. 
To stand a good fag; not to be soon tired. 

Faccer. A little boy put in at a window to rob a house. 

Faccor. A man hired at a muster to appear as a soldier. 
To faggot, in the canting sense, means to bind: an allusion 
to the faggots made up by the woodmen, which are all 
bound. Faggot the culls; bind the men. | 

Farr. A set of subterraneous rooms in the Fleet prison. 

FairuruL. One of the faithful; a tailor who gives long 

. credit. His faith bath made him unwhole; i. e. trusting too 
much broke him. 

FAKE. A word so variously used, that we can only illustrate it 
by a few examples. To fake any person or place may signify 
to rob them; to fake a person may also imply to shoot, 
wound, or cut; to fake a man out and out is to kill him; a 
man who inflicts wounds upon, or otherwise disfigures, him- 
self, for any sinister purpose, is said to have faked himself ; 
if a man’s shoe happens to pinch or gall his foot, from its 
being overtight, he will complain that his shoe fakes his foot 
sadly: it also describes the doing any act, or the fabricating 
any thing, as, to fake your slangs is to cut your irons in 
order to escape from custody ; to fake your pins is to create 
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a sore leg, as if accidentally, with an axe, &c. in hopes to 
obtain a discharge froin the army or havy, to get mto tlre 
doctor’s list, &c.; to fake a screeve is to write any letter or 
other paper; to fake a screw is to shape out a skeleton, or 
false key, for the purpose of serewing a particular place ; 
to fake a cly is to pick a pocket, &c. &c. &e. - : 

FAKE AWAY, THERE’S No Down. An intimation from a thief 
to his pall, during the commission of a robbery or other act ; 

- meaning, go on with your operations, there is no sign of ahy 
alarm or detection. 

FAKEMAN-CHARLEY, FAKEMENT. As to fake signifies to do 
any act, or make any thing, so the fakement means the act 
or thing alluded to, and on which your discourse turns ; 
consequently, any stranger, updcquainted with your subject, 
will not comprehend what is meant by the fakement: for in- 
staiee, having recently been concerned with another in some. 
robbery, and immediately separated, the latter taking the 
booty with him, on your next meeting, you will inquite, 
what he has done with the fakement? meaning the artiele 
stolen, whether it was a pocket-book, piece of linén, or 


what not. Speaking of atiy stolen property, which lias a - 


private mark, one will say, there is a fakeman-charley ott it ; 
a forgery, which is well executed, is said to be a prime 
| fakement ; in a word, any thing is liable to bé termed a 
fakement, ot a fakemat-eharley, provided the pérson you 
address knows to what you allude. 

FAKEMENT. A counterfeit signature. A forgery. Tell the 
macers to mind their fakements ; desire the swindlers to bé 
careful not to forge another’s signature: : 

FALLALLS. Ornaments, chiefly women’s, such as ribands, 
necklaces, &c. 


FameGrasp. To shake hands: figuratively, to agree of mike | 
up a difference. Famgrasp the cove: shake hands with the 


fellow. Cant. . . 
FAMILY. Thieves, and others who live upon the éross, are de- 
nominated ‘ the family,” — : | 
Famity MAN or WoMAN. Belonging to the family; i.e. he 
_or she are family people. 
FaMILy OF Love: Lewd women; also, a religious sect: - 
Fam Lay. Going into a goldsmith’s shop, ‘under pretetreé of 
buying a wedding-ring, and palming one or two, by daubing 
' the band with some viscous matter. . 
Fans, or FAMBLES. Hands. Famble-cheats; rings or gloves. 
Cant. Ae . 
Fan. To beat any one. I fanned him sweetly; I beat him 
heartily; © - i 
FANCIFUL Forms oF BETTING. Various. Ex. gr: Chélsea 
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College to a sentry-box: Rhodes’s farm to a milk-walk: 
Burlington-arcade to a smock-shop: Pompey’s pillar to a 
stick of sealing-wax: Waterloo-bridge to a deal plank, 
&c. 

Fancy. One of the FANCY means a sporting character, that 
is either attached to pigeons, dog-fighting, boxing, &c. 
also, any article universally admired for its beauty, or which 
the owner sets particular store by, is termed a fancy article. 
As a fancy clout is a favourite handkerchief, &c.; so, a 
woman, who is the particular favourite of any man, is term- 
ed his fancy woman, and vice versd. 

Fancy MAN. Or, in other words, a petticoat pensioner; a 
fellow kept by a prostitute. Cant. : 

Fancy Pieces. Women of pleasure, doxies, &c. 

FANTASTICALLY DRESSED, with more rags than ribands. 

Fart. He has let a brewer’s fart, grains and all, said of one 
who has bewrayed his breeches. _ 


« Piss and fart, 
- Sound at heart. 
Mingere cum bumbis, 
Res saluberrima est lumbis.’”” 


I dare not trust my a-se with a fart, said by a person 
troubled with a looseness. | 

Fart CatTouer. A valet or footman, from his walking behind 
his master or mistress. 

FARTING CRACKERS. Breeches. 

FASTNER. A warrant. 

FASTNESSES. Bogs. 

Fat, All the fat is in the fire, that is; it is all over with wus; 
a saying used in case of any miscarriage or disappointment int 
an undertaking : an allusion to overturning the frying-pan 
into the fire. Fat, among printers, means void spaces, 4 
good job. A fat work, little to do.and well paid for it. 

FaT aS A HEN IN THE FOREHEAD. A saying of a meagre 
person. 

Fat Cunt. A rich fellow. 

FAT HEADED. Stupid. | 

FAULKNER. A tumbler, juggler, or shower of tricks; per- 
haps, because they lure the people, as a falconer does his 
hawks. Cant. 

FAWNEY. A ring. 

Fawney Ric. A common fraud, thus practised :—a fellow 
drops a brass ring, double gilt, which he picks up before 
the party meant to be. cheated, and to whom he disposes 
of it for less than its supposed, arid ten times more than its 
real, value. See MONEY DROPPER. : 

Fayrors, or Fators, Fortune-tellers. 
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- Fraaur. To feague a horse; to put ginger up a horse’s fun- 
dament, and, formerly, as it is said, a live eel, to make him 
lively, and carry his tail well. It is said, a forfeit is in- 
curred by any horse-dealer’s servant, who shall show a horse 
without first feaguing him. Feague is used, figuratively, 
for.encouraging or spiriting one up. 

Freak. The fundament. 

FEATHER-BED LANE. A rough or stony lane. 

FEATHER ONE'S NEsT. To enrich one’s self. 

FEEDER.. A spoon. To nab the feeder; to steal a spoon. 

Feer. To make feet for children’s stockings, to beget chil- 
dren. An officer of feet; a jocular title for an officer of 
infantry. . 

Feint. A sham attack on one part, when a real one is meant 
at another. 

FrLLtow CoMMONER. An empty bottle; so called at the uni- 
versity of Cambridge, where fellow commoners are not, in - 
general, considered as over full of learning. At Oxford, an 
empty bottle is called a gentleman commoner for the same 
reason. They pay at Cambridge £250 a year for the privi- 
lege of wearing-a gold or silver tassel to their caps. The 
younger branches of the nobility have the privilege of wear- 
ing a hat, and from thence are denominated HAT FELLow 
CoMMONERS, | 

Fen. A bawd, or common prostitute. Cant. 

FENCE. To pawn or sell to a receiver of stolen goods. The 
kiddey fenced his thimble for three quids ; the young fellow 
pawned his watch for three guineas. To fence invariably 
means to pawn or sell goods to a receiver. 

Fencing Ken. The magazine or warehouse where stolen 
goods are secreted. 

FeRME. Ahole. Cant. , 

FERMERDY Becears, All those who have not the sham sores, 
or clymes. 

FERRARA. Andrea Ferrara, the name of a famous sword- 
cutler ; most of the Highland broad-swords are marked with 
his name: whence an Andrea Ferrara has become the com- 
mon name for the glaymore, or Highland broad-sword, See 
GLAYMOBRE. | 

FERRET. A tradesman who sells goods to young unthrift 
heirs, at excessive rates, and then continually duns them for 
the debt. To ferret, to search out or expel any one from his 
hiding-place, as a ferret drives out rabbits; also, to cheat, 
Ferret-eyed, red-eyed: ferrets have red eyes, 

FETCH. A rek. wheedle, or invention to deceive. 

FEUTERER. A dog-keeper; from the French vautrier, or 
paultrier, one that leads a lime hound for the chase. __ 
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Fis. To beat. Fib the cove’s quarron in the rumpad, for the 
lour in his bung; beat the fellow in the highway, for the 
money in his purse. Cant. A fib is also a tiny lie. | 

Frpsinc. In bruising, signifies the getting an adversary’s head 
under the arm and punching it. RANDALL is more cele- 
brated for the dexterity with which he administers a fibbing 
than any in the prize-ring, either hand being equally effec- 
tive, as in the case of West Country Dick, whom, after hav- 

_ ing fibbed, till he was tired, with the right hand, he flung on 
the right arm, holding him all the time with his feet off the 


ground, and rendered him, in a few seconds, a perfect | 


spectacle. Indeed, whoever the opponent is that is unfor- 
tunate enough to have a fibbing administered by the Nonpa- 
reil, he speedily realizes the poet’s lines : 


‘© Heads, though thick, were made 
But to be punch’d or broken.” 
Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 


FIBBING GLoak. A pugilist. Cant. 

Ficg, or Foyss. A small windy escape backwards, more ob- 
vious to the nose than ears, frequently, by old ladies, 
charged on their lap-dogs. See FIZZLE. 

Fip oF Tosacco. A quid, from the small pieces of tow 
with which the vent or touch-hole of a cannon is stopped. 
Sea term. 

FIDDLE FApDLE. Trifling discourse, nonsense. A mere 
fiddle faddle fellow ; a trifler. 

FIDDLERS MONEY. All sixpences; sixpence being the usual 
sum paid by each couple for music at country wakes and 
hops. Fiddlers fare; meat, drink, and money. Fiddlers 
pay ; thanks and wine. 

FIDDLEsTICK. A spring-saw. Scotch cant. 

FIDDLESTICK’s END. Nothing’; the end of the ancient fiddle- 


sticks ending in a point: hence metaphorically used to ex-— 


press a thing terminating in nothing. : 

FipGets. He has got the fidgets; said of one that cannot sit 
long in a place. 

FipLAM BEN. General thieves; called also St. Peter’s sons, 
having every finger a fish-hook. Cunt. 

FirLD Lang Duck. A baked sheep’s head. 

FIELDS OF TEMPTATION. The attractions held out to young 
men at the university. Oxf. cant. 

Fieri FACTAS. A red-faced man is said to have been-served 
with a writ of fieri facias. | 

FigDEAN. To kill. 

Figcer. A little boy put in at a window to hand out goods 
to the diver. See DIvER. 7 oe 

Fiecinc Law. The art of picking pockets. Cant. . 

G 


~ 


> 
ty G 


7 


FIR. 


Frieure. A bit of flash for “ What's to pay?” i. e. “« What's 
the figure ?” 

Figure DANCER. One who alters figures on bank-notes, con- 
verting tens to hundreds. : 

FitcuH, or Finey. A beggar’s staff, with an iron book at the 
end, to pluck clothes from a hedge, or any thing out of a 
casement, Filcher, the same as angler. Filching cove; a 
man thief. Filching mort ; a woman thief. 

FILE, Fite CLoy, or BuNGNIPPER. A pickpocket. To file ; 
torob or cheat. The file, or bungnipper, goes generally in 
company with two assistants, the Adam Tiler and another, 
called the bulk or bulker, whose business it is to jostle the 
person they intend to rob, and push him against the wall, 
while the file picks his pocket, and gives the booty to the 
Adam Tiler, who scours off with it. Cant. It alsosignifies 
a person who has had a long course of experience in the arts 
of fraud, so as to have become an adept, is termed an old 
file upon the town ; so it is usual to say of a man who is 
ce fle cunning, and not to be overreached, that he is a 

€ : : 

Fin. An arm. A one-finned man, a fellow who has lost an 
arm. Sea phrase. 

FINE. Fine as five-pence. Fine as a cow-t—d stuck with 
primroses. 

Fine, A man imprisoned for any offence. A fine of eighty- 
four months; a transportation for seven years. 

FINGER IN EyE. To put finger in eye, to weep; commonly 
applied to women. The more you cry the less you'll p-ss, a 
consolatory speech used by sailors to their doxies. It is as 
great a pity to see a woman cry as to see a goose walk bare- 
foot, another of the same kind. 

FINGER-Post. A parson; so called, because he points out a 
way to others which he never goes himself. Like the finger- 
post, he points out a way he has never been, and, probably, 
will never go, i.e. the way to heaven. 

FINGER-SMITHS. Thieves, Midwives. Cant. 

FinisH. The finish, a small coffee-house (in great repute to 
see a bit of life, in 1796) in Covent Garden market, op- 
posite Russell-street, opened very early in the morning, and 
elena resorted to by debauchees shut out of every other 

ouse, 

FipENNyY. A clasp-knife. Cant. 

FirE.ASxtuG. To drink a dram. 

FrRE Priccers. Villains who rob at fires, under pretence 
of assisting in removing the goods. 

Fire Sure. A wench who has the venereal disease. 

FirE SHovet. He.or she, wher young, was fed with a fire- 
shovel; a saying of persons with wide mouths. 
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FIRING A GUN. Introducing a story by head and shoulders. 
A man, wanting to tell a particular story, said to the com- 
pany, ‘‘ Hark ; did you not hear a gun?—but now we are 
talking of a gun, I will tell you the story of one.” 

Fish. A seaman. A scaly fish; a rough, blunt tar. To 
have other fish to fry; to have other matters to mind, some- 
thing else to do. 

Fit. Suitable. It won’t fit; it will not suit or do, 

Fives-Court. A place distinguished (in addition to the game 
of fives) for sparring matches between the pugilists. The 
combatants belonging to the prize-ring exhibit the art of self- 
defence at the Fives-Court with the gloves; and it is fre- 
quently at this Court where public challenges are given and 
accepted by the boxers. The most refined and fastidious 
person may attend these exhibitions of sparring with pleasure ; 
as they are conducted with all the neatness, elegance, and 
science, of FENCING. Admission, 3s. each person. It is 
situated in St. Martin’s Street, . Leicester-fields. 

Five SHILLINGS. Thi sign of five shillings; i.e. the crown. 
Fifteen shillings ; the sign of the three crowns. 

Fizz_e. An escape backward. 

FLABAGASTED. Confounded. 

FLABBY. Relaxed, flaccid; not firm or solid. 

Frac. A groat. Cant. The flag of defiance, or bloody 
flag, is out, signifying, the man is drunk, and alluding to 
the redness of his face. Sea phrase. 

FLam. A lie or sham story: also, a single stroke on a drum, 
To flam; to hum, to amuse, to deceive. Flim flams; idle 
stories. 

Fiapr Dracon. A clap or pox. 

FLARE. To blaze, shine, or glare. 

FLasH. Knowing. Understanding another’s meaning. The 
swell was flash, so I could not draw his fogle; the gen- 
tleman saw what I was about, and therefore I could not 
pick his pocket of his silk handkerchief. To patter flash ; to 
speak the slang language. See PATTER. | 

FLasu. A periwig. Rum flash; a fine long wig. Queer 
flash; a miserable, weather-beaten caxon. 

Fiaso. To show ostentatiously. To flash one’s ivory; to 
laugh and show one’s teeth. Don’t flash your ivory, but 
shut your potato-trap, and keep your guts warm; the devil 
loves hot tripes, 


‘¢ Bets ran a hundred to fen, 
The Adonis would ne’er flash his ivory again.” 
| Vide Crib’s Memorial, 


To cut a dash; to appear a knowing person: to be fly, 
down, or awake ; one not to be had, 
G2 
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Fiasu Cove or Covess, The master or mistress of the house. 

_ Cant. 

FLAsH CHAUNT. A song interlarded with flash. 

FLasH KEN. A house that harbours thieves, 

FLAsH LINGo. The canting or slang language. 

FLAsH MAN. A favourite or fancy man; but this term is ge- 
nerally applied to those dissolute characters upon the town, 
who subsist upon the liberality of unfortunate women, and 
who, in return, are generally at hand, during their nocturnal 
perambulations, to protect them should any brawl occur, or 
should they be detected in robbing those whom they may 
have picked up. 

FLASH MoLLisHeR. A Cyprian. Cant. 

FiAsH OF LicHtTNING. A glass of gin. 


«¢ No more let him swipe Deady’s flashes of lightning.” 
Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 


FrLasH PANNEYs. Houses to which thieves and prostitutes 
resort. . | 


* Next for his favourite mot! the kiddey? looks about, 
And if she’s in a flash panney,3 he swears he’ll have her out ; 
So he fences all his togsS to buy her duds,© and then 
He frisks? his master’s lob® to take her from the ken.9”” 
Flash Song. 


FLASH THE Hasu. To vomit. Cant. ‘ 

FLaT. In a general sense, any honest man, or square cove, 
in opposition to a sharp or cross cove ; when used particularly, 
it means the person you have a design to rob or defraud, 
who is termed the flat, or the flatty gory. A man who does 
any foolish or imprudent act is called a flat ; any person, who 
is found to be an easy dupe to the designs of the family, is said 
to bea prime flat. It’s a good flat that’s never down, isa 
proverb among flash people, meaning, that though a man may 
be repeatedly duped or taken in, he must, in the end, have 
his eyes opened to his folly. | 

FLAT-CATCHING. Simple persons, who are easily imposed 
upon, who believe any story that is told to them. Cant. , 

FLAT-MOVE. Want of judgement. Cant. 

Fiatts. Cards. Cant. 

Fiawp. Drunk. 

FLAYBoTTOMisT. A bum-brusher, or schoolmaster. 

Fiay, or FLEA, THE Fox. To vomit. 

FLEA Brrg. A trifling injury. To send any one away with a 
flea in his ear; to give any one a hearty scolding. 
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FLEECE. To rob, cheat, or plunder. 

FLEMISH AccouNT. A losing or bad account. 

FLEsH BROKER. A match-maker, a bawd. 

Fricker. A drinking glass. Cant. 

FLICKERING. Grinning, or laughing in a man’s face. 

Fiicxine. Cutting. Flick me some panam and caffan; cut 
me some bread and cheese. Flick the peter; cut off the — 
cloak-bag, or portmanteau. 

FLIMSEYS. Bank-notes. Cant. 

FLING. To trick or cheat. He flung me fairly out of it; he 
cheated me out of it. : 

FLINTs. Journeyman tailors, who refuse to work for the 
wages settled by law: those who submit are, by the muti- 
neers, styled dungs, i. e. dunghills. 

Firp. Small beer, brandy, and sugar; this mixture, with the 
addition of a lemon, was, by sailors, formerly called Sir 
Cloudsly, in memory of Sir Cloudsly Shovel, who used fre- 
quently to regale himself with it. 

Fup. To shoot. Cant. 

FLIPPER. The hand. Sea term. 

FLOATING ACADEMY. See CAMPBELL’S ACADEMY. 

FLOATING HELL. The hulks. 

Fioc, To whip. 

FLocceR. A horsewhip. Cant. 

FLoceine Cutty. A debilitated lecher, commonly an old one. 

FLoGcine Cove. The beadle or whipper in Bridewell. 

FLOGGING STAKE. The whipping-post. 

‘FLtoor. To knock down. Floor the pig; knock down the 
officer. 

FLOORED. Knocked down. Pugilistic cant. Also, a per- 
son drunk is said to be floored. | 

FLourisu. To take a flourish; to enjoy a woman in a hasty 
manner, to take a flyer. See FLYER. 

FioutT. To jeer, ridicule. 

FLUE Faker. A chimney-sweep. Cant. 

FLUMMERY. Oatmeal and water, boiled toa jelly; also, com- 
pliments, neither of which are over-nourishing. ; 

FLUSH IN THE PocKET. Full of money. The cull is flush io 
the fob; the fellow is full of money. 

FLUSTERED. Drunk. : 

FLUTE. The recorder of a corporation: a recorder was an 
ancient musical instrument. 

Fiux. To cheat, cozen, or over-reach: also, to saliyate. To 
flux a wig; to putit up in curl, and bake it. 

Fiy. Knowing. Acquainted with another’s meaning or pro- 
ceeding. The rattling cove is fly; the coachman knows 
what we are about: also, vigilant, suspicious, .cunning, 
not easily robbed or duped; a shop-keeper or person of this 
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description is called a fly cove, or a leary cove; on other 
occasions fly is synonymous with flash or leary, as Vm flg 
to you, I was put flash to him, &c. | | 

FLy. A waggon. Cant. . 

Fry spy Nicut. You old fly by night; an ancient term of re- 
proach to an old woman, signifying that she was a witch, 
and alluding to the nocturnal excursions attributed to witches 
who were supposed to fly abroad to their meetings, mounted 
on brooms. | 

FLYER. To take a flyer; to enjoy a woman with her clothes 
on, or without going to bed. 

FLYERS. Shoes. 

FLY-FLAPPED. Whipped in the stocks, or at the cart’s tail, 

Fiyinc Camps. Beggars plying in a body at a funeral. 

FLyine GicGERs. Turnpike gates. 

Fiyine Horsg. A lock in wrestling, by which he who uses 
it throws his adversary over his head. 

FLYING Pasty. Sirreverence wrapt in paper and thrown over 
a neighbour’s wall. 

FLYING STATIONERS. Ballad-singers and hawkers of penny 
histories, 

FiymseEy. A bank-note. 

FLy THE Macs. Tossing up halfpence. Cant. 

Fos. A cheat, trick, or contrivance. I will not be fobbed 
off so; I will not be thus deceived with false pretences. 
The fob is also a small breeches pocket for holding a 
watch. 

Focry. Old Fogey. A nick-name for an invalid soldier; 
derived from the French word fougeuz, fierce or fiery. 

Focuie. A handkerchief. Cant. A blue handkerchief with 
white diamond spots, commonly called a blue bird's eye. 
Ex. gr. | : 

‘«« My handkerchiefs, of bird’s eye blue, 
Bear them to Belcher when I’m gone.” 
‘© The bird’s eye fogle round his neck.” 
Vide Randall’s Scrap Book. 


FocLe Hunter. A pickpocket. Cant. 

FocrRaM. An old fogram; a fusty old fellow. . 

Foeus. Tobacco. Tip mea gage of fogus; give me a pipe 
of tobacco. Cant. oy 

FooL. A fool at the end of a stick; a fool at one end and a 
maggot at the other; gibes on an angler. | 

FoouisH. An expression among impures, signifying the cully _ 
be pays: in opposition to a flash man. Is he foolish or 

ash? ' | 

Foor Paps, or Low Paps, Rogues who rob on foot. 

Foor WABBLER. A contemptuous appellation for a foot-sol- 
dier, commonly used by the cavalry. 
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FooTMan’s Mawnp. An artificial sore, made with un-slaked 
lime, soap, and the rust of old iron, on the back of a beg- 
gar’s hand, as if hurt by the bite or kick of a horse. 

Footy DEsPicABLE. A footy fellow; a despicable fellow; 
from the French word foutiie. 

Bone a or Paw. Give us your fore foot; give us your 

and. 

FOREMAN OF THE JuRy. One who engrosses all the talk to 
himself, or speaks for the rest of the company. 

ForgEst of DEBT. Payment of debts. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

Fork. A pickpocket. Let us fork him; let us pick his poc- 
ket. ‘‘ The newest and most dexterous way, which is to 
thrust the fingers strait, stiff, open, and very quick, into 
the pocket, and so closing them, hook what can be held be- 
tween them.” N.B. This was taken from a book written 
many years ago; doubtless, the art of picking pockets, 
like all others, must have been much improved since that 
time. 

Forxs. The two fore-fingers of the hand; to put your forks 
down is to pick a pocket. 

FORLORN Hope. A gamester’s last stake. 

FORTUNE Huntress. Indigent men seeking to enrich them- 
selves by marrying women of fortune. 

FORTUNE TELLER, or CUNNING MAN. A judge who tells 
every prisoner his fortune, lot, or doom. To go before the 
fortune-teller, lambskin man, or conjuror; to be tried at an 
assize. See LAMBSKIN MEN. 

Foss, or PHoss. A phosphorus bottle used by cracksmen to 
obtain a light. | 

Fou. To foul a plate with a man; to take dinner with him. 

FOUL-MOUTHED. Abusive. 

FouNDLING. A child dropped in the street, and found and 
educated at the parish expense. 

Four BELLts aT Nicut. Ten o'clock. Sea term 

Fousit.. The name of a public house where the Eccentrics 
assemble, in May’s Buildings, St. Martin’s Lane. 

Fox. A sharp cunning fellow: also, an old term for a sword, 
probably a rusty one, or else from its being stained with 
blood; some say this name alluded to certain swords of re- 
markable good temper, or metal, marked with the figure of 
a fox, probably the sign, or rebus, of the maker. 

Fox’s Paw. The vulgar pronunciation of the French words 
faux pas. He made a confounded fox’s paw. 

FoxeD. Intoxicated. 

Foxey. Rank, stinking. 

Foxinc A Boot. Mending the boot by capping rt. 

Forst. A pick-pocket, cheat, or rogue. See Worron’s 
GANG. 
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- Fraour. To feague a horse; to put ginger up a horse’s fun- 
dament, and, formerly, as it is said, a live eel, to make him 
lively, and carry his tail well, It is said, a forfeit is in- 
curred by any horse-dealer’s servant, who shall show a horse 
without first feaguing him. Feague is used, figuratively, 
Peco or spiriting one up. 

Fgeax. The fundament. 

FEATHER-BED LANE. A rough or stony lane. 

FEATHER ONE'S NEsT. To enrich one’s self. 

FEEDER. A spoon. To nab the feeder; to steal a spoon. 

Feet. To make feet for children’s stockings, to beget chil- 
dren. An officer of feet; a jocular title for an officer of 
infantry. 

Fgint. A sham attack on one part, when a real one is meant 
at another. 

FeL_tow Commoner. An empty bottle; so called at the uni- 
versity of Cambridge, where fellow commoners are not, in- 
general, considered as over full of learning. At Oxford, an 
empty bottle is called a gentleman commoner for the same 
reason. They pay at Cambridge £250 a year fur the privi- 
lege of wearing-a gold or silver tassel to their caps. The 
younger branches of the nobility have the privilege of wear- 
ing a hat, and from thence are denominated Hat FELLow 
CoMMONERS, | 

Fen. A bawd, or common prostitute. Cant. 

FENCE. To pawn or sell to a receiver of stolen goods. The 
kiddey fenced his thimble for three quids ; the young fellow 
pawned his watch for three guineas. To fence invariably 
means to pawn or sell goods to a receiver. 

FENcING Ken. The magazine or warehouse where stolen 
goods are secreted. 

FeRME. Abole. Cant. _ 

FERMERDY BeGGArs, All those who have not the sham sores, 
or clymes. | | 

FERRARA. Andrea Ferrara, the name of a famous sword- 
cutler; most of the Highland broad-swords are marked with 
his name: whence an Andrea Ferrara has become the com- 
mon name for the glaymore, or Highland broad-sword, See 
GLAYMOBE. 

FeeRetT. A tradesman who sells goods to young unthrift 
heirs, at excessive rates, and then continually duns them for 
the debt. To ferret, to search out or expel any one from his 
hiding-place, as a ferret drives out rabbits; alsa, to cheat, 
Ferret-eyed, red-eyed: ferrets have red eyes. _ 

Fetcu. A trick, wheedle, or invention to deceive. 

FEUTERER. A dog-keeper; from the French vautrier, or 
paultrier, one that Jeads a lime hound for the chase. __ 
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Fis. To beat. Fib the cove’s quarron in the rumpad, for the 
lour in his bung; beat the fellow in the highway, for the 
money in his purse. Cant. A fib is also a tiny lie. | 

Fissinc. In bruising, signifies the getting an adversary’s head 
under the arm and punching it. RANDALL is more cele- 
brated for the dexterity with which he administers a fibbing 
than any in the prize-ring, either hand being equally effec- 
tive, as in the case of West Country Dick, whom, after hav- 

. jug fibbed, till he was tired, with the right hand, he flung on 
the right arm, holding him all the time with his feet off the 
ground, and rendered him, in a few seconds, a perfect — 
spectacle. Indeed, whoever the opponent is that is unfor- 
tunate enough to have a fibbing administered by the Nonpa- 

_ reil, he speedily realizes the poet’s lines : 


‘© Heads, though thick, were made 
But to be punch’d or broken.” 
Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 


FisBING GLoak. A pugilist. Cant. 

FicE, or Foyss. A small windy escape backwards, more ob- 
vious to the nose than ears, frequently, by old ladies, 
charged on their lap-dogs. See F1zz.E. 

Fip oF Tosacco. A quid, from the small pieces of tow 
with which the vent or touch-hole of a cannon is stopped. 
Sea term. 

FIDDLE FADDLE. Trifling discourse, nonsense. A mere 
fiddle faddle fellow; a trifler. 

FIDDLERS MoNEY. All sixpences; sixpence being the usual 
sum paid by each couple for music at country wakes and 
hops. Fiddlers fare; meat, drink, and money. - Fiddlers 
pay; thanks and wine. 

FIDDLESTICK. A spring-saw. Scotch cant. 

FIDDLESTICK’Ss END. Nothing’; the end of the ancient fiddle- 
sticks ending in a point: hence metaphorically used to ex-— 
press a thing terminating in nothing. | 

FipcEts. He has got the fidgets; said of one that cannot sit 
long in a place. 

FipLAM BEN. General thieves; called also St. Peter’s sons, 
having every finger a fish-hook. Cunt. 

Firtp Lanz Duck. A baked sheep’s head. 

FIELDS OF TEMPTATION. The attractions held out to young 
men at the university. Oxf. cant. 7 

Freri rActAs, A red-faced man is said to have been-served 
with a writ of fieri facias. 7 

FiepEAN. To kill. 

Ficcer. A little boy put in at a window to hand out goods 
to the diver. See Diver. 7 a 

Fiesinc Law. The art of picking pockets. Cant. 
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Fieure. A bit of flash for ‘“‘ What's to pay?” i. e. “* What’s 
the figure ?” 

FicukE DANCER. One who alters figures on bank-notes, con- 
verting tens to hundreds. : 

FILcH, or Fireu, A beggar’s staff, with an iron book at the 
end, to pluck clothes from a hedge, or any thing out of a 
casement, Filcher, the same as angler. Filching cove; a 
man thief. Filching mort ; a woman thief. 

FILE, Fite Cioy, or BuNGNipPER. A pickpocket. To file ; 
to rob or cheat. The file, or bungnipper, goes generally in 
company with two assistants, the Adam Tiler and another, 
called the bulk or bulker, whose business it is to jostle the 

person they intend to rob, and push him against the wall, 
while the file picks his pocket, and gives the booty to the 
Adam Tiler, who scours off with it, Cant. It also signifies 
a person who has had a long course of experience in the arts 
of fraud, so as to have become an adept, is termed an old 
Sle upon the town ; so it is usual to say of a man who is 
extremely cunning, and not to be overreached, that he is.a 
deep file. ; 

Fin. Anarm. A one-finned man, a fellow who has lost an 
arm. Sea phrase. 

FiNg. Fine as five-pence. Fine as a cow-t—d stuck with 
primroses. 

Fine. A man imprisoned for any offence. A fine of eighty- 
four months; a transportation for seven years. 

FINGER IN EYE. To put finger in eye, to weep; commonly 
applied to women. The more you cry the less you'll p-ss, a 
consolatory speech used by sailors to their doxies. It is as 
great a pity to see a woman cry as to see a goose walk bare- 
foot, another of the same kind. 

FINGER-Post. A parson; so called, because he points out a 
way to others which he never goes himself. Like the finger- 
post, he points out a way he has never been, and, probably, 
will never go, i. e. the way to heaven. 

Fineer-SmMitus. Thieves. Midwives. Cant. 

FinisH. The finish, a small coffee-house (in great repute to 
see a bit of life, in 1796) in Covent Garden market, op- 
posite Russell-street, opened very early in the morning, and 
a resorted to by debauchees shut out of every other 

ouse, 

Fipenny. A clasp-knife. Cant. 

FirE.aSxtvuc. To drink a dram. 

Fire Priccers. Villains who rob at fires, under pretence 
of assisting in removing the goods. 

Fire Snip. A wench who has the venereal disease. 

FIRE SHOVEL. He.or she, when young, was fed with a fire- 
shovel; a saying of persons with wide mouths. 
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FIRING A GUN. Introducing a story by head and shoulders. 
A man, wanting to tell a particular story, said to the com- 
pany, ‘‘ Hark ; did you not hear a gun ?—but now we are 
talking of a gun, I will tell you the story of one.” 

Fiso. A seaman. A scaly fish; a rough, blunt tar. To 
have other fish to fry; to have other matters to mind, some- 
thing else to do. : 

Fit. Suitable. It won’t fit ; it will not suit or do. 

Fivrs-Court, A place distinguished (in addition to the game 
of fives) for sparring matches between the pugilists. ‘The 
combatants belonging to the prize-ring exhibit the art of self- 
defence at the Fives-Court with the gloves; and it is fre- 
quently at this Court where public challenges are given and 
accepted by the boxers. The most refined and fastidious 
person may attend these exhibitions of sparring with pleasure ; 
as they are conducted with all the neatness, elegance, and 
science, of FENCING. Admission, 3s. each person. It is 
situated in St. Martin’s Street, Leicester-fields. 

Five SHILLINGS. The sign of five shillings; i.e. the crown. 
Fifteen shillings ; the sign of the three crowns. 

Fizz_e. An escape backward. 

FLABAGASTED. Confounded. 

FLABBY. Relaxed, flaccid; not firm or solid. 

Frac. A groat. Cant. The flag of defiance, or bloody 
flag, is out, signifying, the man is drunk, and alluding to 
the redness of his face. Sea phrase. 

FLAM. A lie or sham story: also, a single stroke on a drum, 
To flam; to hum, to amuse, to deceive. Flim flams; idle 
stories. 

FLap Dracon. A clap or pox. 

FLARE, To blaze, shine, or glare. 

FLasH. Knowing. Understanding another's meaning. The 
swell was flash, so I could not draw his fogle; the gen- 
tleman saw what I was about, and therefore I could not 
pick his pocket of his silk handkerchief. To patter flash ; to 
speak the slang language. See PATTER. 

FLasH. A periwig. Rum flash; a fine long wig. Queer 
flash; a miserable, weather-beaten caxon., 

FiasH. To show ostentatiously. To flash one’s ivory; to 
laugh and show one’s teeth. Don’t flash your ivory, but 
shut your potato-trap, and keep your guts warm; the devil 
loves hot tripes. | 


‘¢ Bets ran a hundred to ten, 
The Adonis would ne’er flash his ivory again.” 
_ Vide Crib’s Memorial, 


To cut a dash; to appear a knowing person: to be fly, 
down, or awake ; one not to be had, 
G2 
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a Cove or Covess, The master or mistress of the house. 

, Cant. 

FiasH CHAUNT. A song interlarded with flash. 

FLASH KEN. A house that harbours thieves, 

FiasH Linco. The canting or slang language. 

FiasH MAN. A favourite or fancy man; but this term is ge- 
nerally applied to those dissolute characters upon the town, 
who subsist upon the liberality of unfortunate women, and 
who, in return, are generally at hand, during their nocturnal 
perambulations, to protect them should any brawl occur, or 
should they be detected in robbing those whom they may 
have picked up. 

FLAsH MoLuisHer. A Cyprian. Cant. 

FLASH OF LIGHTNING. A glass of gin. 


«¢ No more let him swipe Deady’s flashes of lightning.” 
Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 


FLASH PANNEYS. Houses to which thieves and prostitutes 
resort. ; | 


« Next for his favourite mo¢! the kiddey* looks about, 
And if she’s in a flash panney,3 he swears he’ll have her out ; 
So he fences¢ all his togsS to buy her duds,6 and then 
He frisks7 his master’s lpb® to take her from the ken.9” 
Flash Song. 


FLASH THE HasH. To vomit. Cant. . 

FLaT. In a general sense, any honest man, or square cove, 
in opposition to a sharp or cross cove ; when used particularly, 
it means the person you have a design to rob or defraud, 
who is termed the flat, or the flatty gory. A man who does 
any foolish or imprudent act is called a flat ; any person, who 
is found to be an easy dupe to the designs of the family, is said 
to bea prime flat. It’s a good flat that’s never down, is a 
proverb among flash people, meaning, that though a man may 
be repeatedly duped or taken in, he must, in the end, have 

_ his eyes opened to his folly. | 
FLAT-CATCHING. Simple persous, who are easily imposed 
upon, who believe any story that is told to them. Cant. . 

FLAT-MOVE. Want of judgement. Cant. 

Fiatts. Cards. Cant. 3 

FLrawp. Drook. 

FLAYBoTTOMisT. A bum-brusher, or schoolmaster. 

FLAY, or FLEA, THE Fox. To vomit. 

Fiza Bite. A trifling injury. To send any one away with a 
flea in his ear; to give any one a hearty scolding. 


* Gri. 2 Youth. 3 Brothel. 4 Pawns. $ Clothes. 
6 Wermnng apparel. 7 Robs. 8 Till. 9 Hoase. 
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Fierce. To rob, cheat, or plunder. 

FLEmMiIsnH Account. A losing or bad account. 

FLEsH BROKER. A match-maker, a bawd. 

FLicker. A drinking glass. Cant. 

FLICKERING. Grinning, or laughing in a man’s face. 

FLicxinc. Cutting. Flick me some panam and caffan; cut 
me some bread and cheese. Flick the peter; cut off the — 
cloak-bag, or portmanteau. 

FuiMsEys. Bank-notes. Cant. 

Fuine. To trick or cheat. He flung me fairly out of it; he 
cheated me out of it. 

FLINTs, Journeyman tailors, who refuse to work for the 
wages settled by law: those who submit are, by the muti- 
neers, styled dungs, i. e. dunghills. | 

Fup. Small beer, brandy, and sugar; this mixture, with the 
addition of a lemon, was, by sailors, formerly called Sir 
Cloudsly, in memory of Sir Cloudsly Shovel, who used fre- 
quently to regale himself with it. : 

Fire. To shoot. Cant. 

FuipPpER. The hand. Sea term. 

FLOATING ACADEMY. See CAMPBELL’S ACADEMY. 

FLOATING HELL. The hulks. 

Firoc, To whip. © 

Fioccer. A horsewhip. Cant. 

FLoGGING CuLLy. A debilitated lecher, commonly an old one. 

Fioceine Cove. The beadle or whipper in Bridewell. 

FLOGGING STAKE. The whipping-post. 

-Fitoor. To knock down. Floor the pig; knock down the 
officer. 

FLOORED. Knocked down. Pugilistic cant. Also, a per- 
son drunk is said to be floored. : 

FLourisy. To take a flourish; to enjoy a woman in a hasty 
manner, to take a flyer. See FLYER. 

FLtout. To jeer, ridicule. 

FLugE Faker. A chimney-sweep. Cant. 

FLUMMERY. Oatmeal and water, boiled toa jelly; also, com- 
pliments, neither of which are over-nourishing. ; 

FLUSH IN THE Pocket. Full of money. The cull is flush ia 
the fob ; the fellow is full of money. 

FLUSTERED. Drunk. : 

FLUTE. The recorder of a corporation: a recorder was an 
ancient musical instrument. 

Fiux. To cheat, cozen, or over-reach: also, to saliyate. To 
flux a wig; to put it up in curl, and bake it. 

FLy. Knowing. Acquainted with another’s meaning or pro- 
ceeding. The rattling cove is fly; the coachman knows 
what we are about: also, vigilant, suspicious, . cunning, 
not easily robbed or duped; a shop-keeper or person of this 
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description is called a fly cove, or a leary cove; on other 
occasions fly is synonymous with flash or leary, as I’m fly 
to you, I was put flash to him, &c. , | 

Fiy. A waggon. Cant. . 

Fry sy Nieut. You old fly by night; an ancient term of re- 
proach to an old woman, signifying that she was a witch, 
and alluding to the nocturnal excursions attributed to witches 
who were supposed to fly abroad to their meetings, mounted 
on brooms. | 

Fryer. To take a flyer; to enjoy a woman with her clothes 
on, or without going to bed. 

FLYERS. Shoes. 

FLY-FLAPPED. Whipped in the stocks, or at the cart’s tail. 

Fiyine Camps. Beggars plying in a body at a funeral. 

FLyinc Giccers. Turnpike gates. 

FiyinG Horsg. A lock in wrestling, by which he who uses 
it throws his adversary over his head. 

Fiyrne Pasty. Sirreverence wrapt in paper and thrown over 
a neighbour’s wall. 

FLYING STATIONERS, Ballad-singers and hawkers of penny 
histories, 

FLYMSEY. A bank-note. 

FLy THE Maes. Tossing up halfpence. Cant. 


Fos. A cheat, trick, or contrivance. I will not be fobbed | 


off so;.I will not be thus deceived with false pretences. 
The fob is also a small breeches pocket for holding a 
watch. 
Focry. Old Fogey. A nick-name for an invalid seldier; 
derived from the French word fougeuz, fierce or fiery. 
Focie. A handkerchief. Cant. A blue handkerchief with 
white diamond spots, commonly called a blue bird’s eye. 
Ex. gr. | ; 
‘«* My handkerchiefs, of bird’s eye blue, 
Bear them to Belcher when I’m gone.” 


‘¢ The bird’s eye fogle round his neck.” 
Vide Randall’s Scrap Book. 


FocLe Hunter. A pickpocket. Cant. 

FocraM. An old fogram; a fusty old fellow. | 

Focus. Tobacco. Tip mea gage of fogus; give me a pipe 
of tobacco. Cant. 

Foo.. A fool at the end of a stick; a fool at one end and a 
maggot at the other; gibes on an angler. | 

Foo.isH. An expression among impures, signifying the cully 
ie pays: in opposition to a flash man. Is he foolish or 

ash? | 

Foor Paps, or Low Paps, Rogues who rob on foot. 

Foot WABBLER. A contemptuous appellation for a foot-sol- 
dier, commonly used by the cavalry. 
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FooTMan’s Mawnp. An artificial sore, made with un-slaked 
lime, soap, and the rust of old iron, on the back of a beg- 
gar’s hand, as if hurt by the bite or kick of a horse. 

Footy DespicasBLe. A footy fellow; a despicable fellow; 
from the French word foutiie. 

shite head or Paw. Give us your fore foot; give us your 

and. 

FOREMAN OF THE JuRy. One who engrosses all the talk io 
himself, or speaks for the rest of the company. 

Forest oF Desr. Payment of debts. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

Fork. A pickpocket. Let us fork him; let us pick his poc- 
ket. ‘‘ The newest and most dexterous way, which is to 
thrust the fingers strait, stiff, open, and very quick, into 
the pocket, and so closing them, hook what can be held be- 
tween them.” N.B. This was taken from a book written 
many years ago; doubtless, the art of picking pockets, 
like all others, must have been much improved since that 
time. 

ForKs. The two fore-fingers of the hand; to put your forks 
down is to pick a pocket. 

FoRLORN Hope, A gamester’s last stake. 

FORTUNE Hunters. Indigent men seeking to enrich them- 
selves by marrying women of fortune. 

FORTUNE TELLER, or CUNNING Man. A judge who tells 

every prisoner his fortune, lot, or doom. To go before the 
fortune-teller, lambskin man, or conjuror; to be tried at an 
assize. See LAMBSKIN MEN. 

Foss, or PHoss. A phosphorus bottle used by cracksmen to 
obtain a light. | 

Fou.. To foul a plate with a man; to take dinner with him. 

FOUL-MOUTHED. Abusive. 

FouNDLING. A child dropped in the street, and found and 
educated at the parish expense. 

Four BELLs AT NicHT. Ten o'clock. Sea term 

Fousit.. The name of a public house where the Eccentrics 
assemble, in May’s Buildings, St. Martin’s Lane. 

Fox. A sharp cunning fellow: also, an old term for a sword, 
probably a rusty one, or else from its being stained with 
blood; some say this name alluded to certain swords of re- 
markable good temper, or metal, marked with the figure of 
a fox, probably the sign, or rebus, of the maker. 

Fox’s Paw. The vulgar pronunciation of the French words 

faux pas. He made a confounded fox’s paw. 

Foxep. Intoxicated. 

Foxry. Rank, stinking. 

Foxinc A Boot. Mending the boot by capping it. 

Foyst. A pick-pocket, cheat, or regue. See Worron’s 
GANG. 
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Foyst. To pick a pocket. 

FoysTepD {N. Words or passages surreptitiously interpolated 
or inserted into a book or writing. | 

FraTers, Vagabonds who beg with sham patents, or briefs, 
for hospitals, fires, innundations, &c. 

FREE. Free of fumbler’s hall; a saying of one who cannot 
get his wife with child. 

FREE AND Easy. Singing clubs in London are denominated 
Sree and easy ; i.e. where persons sing any songs they think 
proper, without any control from the chairman; and, also, 
where every individual is welcome, from the duke to the 
chimney-sweeper, so that he contributes to the plate: an in- 
troduction is not required. 

FREE AND EAsy Jouns. A society which meet at the Hole-in- 
the-Wall, Fleet-street, to tipple porter and sing bawdry. 

Free Boorers. Lawless. robbers and plunderers; originally, 
_ soldiers who served without pay, for the privilege of plun- 
dering the enemy. 

FREEHOLDER. He whose wife accompanies him to the ale-house. 

FREEMAN’S Quay. Free of expense. To lush at freeman’s 
quay; to drink at another’s cost. 

FRENCH CREAM. Brandy; so called by the old tabbies and 
dowagers when drank io their tea. 

FRENCH DISEASE. The delicate disease, said to have been 
imported from France. French gout; the same. He suf- 
fered by a blow over the snout with a French faggot-stick ; 
i.e. he lost bis nose by the pox. 

Frencu Leave. To take French leave; to go off without 
taking leave of the company: a saying frequently applied to - 
persons who have ran away from their creditors. 

FRESHMAN. One just entered a member of the university. 

Fresu Mitk. Cambridge new comers to the university. 

FRESHWATER Bay. Alludes to freshmen; a name conferred 
on novices in the university. Oxf. cant. 

FRIBBLE. An effiminate fop; a name borrowed from a cele- 
brated character of that kind, in the farce of ‘ Miss in her 
Teens,” written by Mr. Garrick. 

FRIDAY-FACE. A dismal countenance. Before, and even long 
after the Reformation, Friday was a day of abstinence, or 
jour maigre. Immediately after the restoration of king 
Charles II. a proclamation was issued, prohibiting all publi- 
cans from dressing any suppers on a F riday. 

Frie Pic. A trifling, fiddle-faddle fellow. 

FRIGATE. A well-rigged frigate; a well dressed wench. 

Frisx. To dance the paddington-frisk; to be hanged. 

Frisk. Used by thieves to signify searching a person whom 
they have robbed. B—this eyes! frisk him. To frisk acly; 
to pick a pocket. Cant. 
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Frog, or VRoz. A woman, wife, or mistress. Brush to your 
froe, or bloss, and wheedle her for crop; run to your mis- 
tress, and sooth and coax her for some money. Dutch. 

FROGLANDER. A Dutchman. 

Froe’s WINE. Gin. 

Frosty Face. One pitted with the small pox. 

FRUMMAGEMMED. Choaked, strangled, suffocated, or hang- 
ed. Cant. 

Fussgy. Plump. A fubsey wench; a plump, healthy wench. 

FopDLE. Drunk. This is rum fuddle; this is excellent 
tipple or drink. Fuddle; drunk. Fuddle cap; a drunkard. 

FupGe. Nonsense. 

FULHAMS. Loaded dice are called high and low men, or high 
and low fulhams, by Ben Jonson and other writers of his 
time ;-.either because they were made at Fulham, or from 
that place being the resort of sharpers. 

FULLER’s EARTH. Gin and bitters, a favourite liquor of the 
celebrated GEORGE HEAD, in whom this slang term origi- 
nated. 

FuLL oF EMpTINgEssS. Jocular term for empty. 

Fut Marcu. The Scotch greys are in full march by the 
crown-office ; the lice are crawling down his head. 

FuMBLER. Anold or impotent man. To fumble, also, means 
to go awkwardly about any work or manual operation. 

Fun. A cheat or trick. Do you think to fun me out of ‘it? 
Do you think to cheat me? also, the breech, from being 
the abbreviation of fundament; I’ll kick your fun. Cant. 

Funx. To use an unfair motion of the hand in plumping at 
taw. Schoolboy’s term. 

Funk. To smoke; figuratively, to smoke or stink through 
fear. I was in a cursed funk. - 


“ Up he rose in a funk, lapp’d a toothful of brandy, 
And to it again,” &c. 

- Vide Crib’s Memorial. 
To funk the cobbler; a schoolboy’s trick, performed with 
asafeetida and cotton, which are stuffed into a pipe: the 
cotton being lighted, and the bow! of the pipe covered with 
a coarse handkerchief, the smoke is blown out, at the small 
end, through the crannies of a cobbler’s stall. 

FURMEN. Aldermen. 

FurMITy, or FROMENTY. Wheat boiled up to a jelly. To 
simper like a furmity kettle; to smile or look merry about 
the gills. 

Fuss. A confusion, a hurry, an unnecessary to do about 
trifles. 

Fussock. A lazy fat woman. An old fussock; a frowsy old 
woman. 
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Fustian. Bombast language. Red fustian ; port wine. 
Fusty Luces. A beastly sluttish woman. 
Fuzz. ‘To shuffle cards minutely ; : also, to change the pack. 
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GAB, or Gos. The mouth. Gift of the gab ; a facility of 
speech, nimble-tongued eloquence. To blow the gab; to 
confess or peach. 

Gas, or Gos, Strinc. A bridle. 

GaBEY. A foolish fellow. 

Garr. A fair. The drop coves maced the joskins at the ae 
the ring droppers cheated the countrymen at the fair. 

Garr. To game by tossing up halfpence. 

GaAc. An instrument, used chiefly by housebreakers and 
thieves, for proppmg open the mouth of a person robbed, 
thereby to prevent his calling out for assistance. 

GAGE, or Focus. A pipe of tobacco. 

GacceERs. Players. Cant. 

Gaacers. High and low. Cheats who, by sham pretences, 
and wonderful stories of their sufferings, impose on the cre- 
dulity of well measing people. See RUM GAGGER. 

GaLangy. A fowl. Cant. 

GALIMAUFREY. A hodge-podge made up of the remains and 
scraps of the larder. 

GauL. His gall is not yet broken; a saying used m prisons 
of a man just brought in, who appears dejected. 

GALLEY. Building the galley; a game formerly used at sea, 
in order to put a trick upon a landsman or fresh-water sailor. 
It being agreed to playat that game, one sailor personates 
the builder, and another the merchant or contractor: the 
builder first begins by laying the keel, which consists of a 
number of men laid all along on their backs, one after 
another, that is, head to foot; he next puts in the ribs or 
knees, by making a number of men sit feet to feet, at right 
angles to, and on each side of, the keel; he now, fixing on 
the person intended to be the object of the joke, observes 
he is a fierce-looking fellow, and fit for the lion; he, ac- 
cordingly, places him at the head, his arms being held or 
locked in by the two persons next to him, representing 

- the ribs. After several other disposttions, the builder 
delivers over the galley to the contractor, as complete ; but 
he, among other faults and objections, observes the lion is 
not gilt, on which the builder, or one of his assistants, runs 
to the head, and dipping a mop in excrement, thrusts it 
into the face of the lion. 
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GALLIED. Hurried, vexed, over-fatigued, perhaps, like a 
galley-slave. 

GALLIGASKINS. Breeches. , | 

GALLIPoT, A nickname for an apothecary. 

GALLoot. A soldier, Cant. 

GaALLopEeR. A blood-horse, a hunter. The toby gill clapped 
his bleeders to his galloper, and tipped the traps the double; 


the highwayman spurred his horse, and got away from the 
officers. 


GALLORE, or GOLORE. Plenty. : 

GALLows Birp. A thief, or pickpocket; also, one that asso- 
ciates with them. 

GAMBADOES. Leathern cases of stiff leather, used in Devon- 
shire instead of boots: they are fastened to the saddle, and 
admit the leg, shoe, and all: the name was at first jocularly 
given. 

GAMBLER. A sharper, or tricking gamester. 

Games, Thin, ill-shaped legs. A corruption of the French 
word jambes. Farcy gambs, sore or swelled legs. 

GAME. Any mode of robbing. The toby is now a queer 
game; to rob on the highway is now a bad mode of acting. 
This observation is frequently made by thieves ; the roads 
being now so well guarded by the horse-patrole, and gentle- 
men travel with little cash in their pockets. 

GAME. Bubbles or pigeons drawn in to be cheated: also, at 
Cyprian temples, lewd women. Mother, have you any 
game? mother, have you any girls?) To die game; to suffer _ 
at the gallows without showing any signs of fear or re- 
‘pentance, Game pullet, a young whore, or forward girl in 
the way of becoming one. 

Game. Among pugilists, courage of the highest order. He 
is a game man; he will not give up the contest, until nature 
forsakes him. He will not say, NO! 

GAMMON. To humbug, to deceive, to tell lies. What rum 
gammon the old file pitched to the flat; how finely the 
knowing old fellow humbugged the fool. Any assertion 
which is not strictly true, or professions believed to be insin- 
cere; as, I believe you're gammoning, or, that’s all gammon, 
meaning, you are no doubt jesting with me, or, that’s alla 
farce. To gammon a person, is to amuse him with false ° 
assurances, to praise, or flatter him, in order to obtain some 

articular end; to gammon a man to any act, is to persuade 
fim to it by artful language or pretence: to gammon a shop- 
keeper, &c. is to engage his attention to your discourse, 
while your accomplice is executing some preconcerted plan 
of depredation upon his property: a thief detected in a 
house, which he has entered, upon the sneak, for the pur- 
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pose of robbing it, will endeavour, by some gammoning 
story, to account for his intrusion, and to get off with a 
grace: a man, who is ready at invention, and has 
always a flow of plausible language on these occasions, is 
said to be a prime gammoner: to gammon lushy or gueer, 
is to pretend drunkenness or sickness, for some private end. 

GAMMON AND PATTER. Commonplace talk of any profes- 
sion; as, the gammon and patter of a horse-dealer, sailor, 
&e. 

GAMMON THE TWELVE. A man, who has been tried by a2 
criminal court, and, by a plausible defence, has induced the 
jury to acquit him, or to banish the capital part of the 

_ charge, and so save his life, is said, by his associates, to 
have gammoned the twelve in prime twig, alluding to the 
number of jurymen. | 

Gan. The mouth or lips. Cant. 

GANDER MontH. That month in which a man’s wife lies in : 
wherefore, during that time, husbands plead a sort of indul- 
gence in matters of gallantry. 

Gane. A company of men, a body of sailors, a knot of 
thieves, pickpockets, &c. A gang of sheep-trotters ; the 
four feet of a sheep. 

GaoLer’s Coacu. A hurdle: traitors being usually conveyed 
from the gaol to the place of execution on a hurdle or 
sledge. 

-GAPESEED. Sights, any thing to feed the eye. I am come 
abroad for a little gapeseed. | 

GAPSTOPPER. A whoremaster. 

GARDEN. To puta person in the garden, in the hole, in the 
bucket, or in the well, are synonymous phrases, signifying 
to defraud him of his due share of the booty by embezzling 
a part of the property, or the money it is fenced for; this 
phrase also applies generally to defrauding any one, with 
whom you art confidentially connected, of what .is justly 
his due. : : ger 

GARNIsH. An entrance-fee demanded by the old prisoners of 
one just committed to gaol. 

. GarRRetT, or Upper Story. The head. His garret, or 
upper story is empty, or. unfurnished; i. e. he has no 
brains, he is a fool: it also signifies the fob pocket. 

GARRET ELECTION. A ludicrous ceremony, practised every 
new parliament: it consists of a mock election of two 
members to represent the borough of Garret (a few 
straggling cottages, near Wandsworth, in Surrey). The qua- 
lification ‘of a voter is, having enjoyed a woman, in the 
open air, within that district: the candidates are commonly 
fellows of low humour, who dress themselves up in a 
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ridiculous manner. As this brings a prodigious concourse 
of people to Wandsworth, the publicans of that place 
jointly contribute to the expense, which is sometimes 
considerable. 

GawkeEy. A tall, thin, awkward young man or woman. 

Graco. A thief. Cant. 

GEE. It won’t gee; it won't hit or do, it does not suit or fit. 

GELDING. An eunuch. 

GELT. Money. German. Also, castrated. 

GENTLE CraArr. The art of shoemaking. One of the gen- 
tle craft ; a shoemaker : so called because once practised by 

" St. Crispin. 

GENTLEMAN ComMONER. An empty bottle. An university 
joke; gentlemen commoners not being deemed over full of 
learning. 

GENTLEMAN’S CoMPANION. A louse. | 

GENTLEMAN’s Master. A highway robber; because he 
makes a gentleman obey his commands, i. e. stand and 
deliver. . 

GENTLEMAN OF THREE INs. In debt, in gaol, and in danger 
of remaining there for life: or, in gaol, indicted, and in 
danger of being hanged in chains. ; : s 

GENTLEMAN OF THREE Outs. That is, without money, 
without wit, and without manners; some add another out ; 
i, e. without credit. 

Gentry Cove. A gentleman. Cant. 

GENTRY CovE KEN. A gentleman’s house. Cant. 

Gentry Mort. A gentlewoman. : 

Grorcr. Yellow George; a guinea. Brown George; an am- 
munition loaf. 

GeRMAN Duck. Half a sheep’s head boiled with onions. 

Ger. One of his get; one of his offspring or begetting. 

Gis. A face. Sea term. 

GrspEeRisH. The cant language of thieves and gypsies, called 
Pediars’ French, and St. Giles’s Greek. See St. GILES’S 
GREEK. Also, the mystic language of Geber, used by 
chymists. Gibberish likewise means a sort of disguised lan- 
guage, formed by inserting any consonant between each 
syllable of an English word ; in which case, it is called the 
gibberish of the letter inserted: if F, it is the F gibberish ; 
if G, the G gibberish; as in the sentence, How do you do? 
_ Howg dog youg dog? 

Gisps. A horse that shrinks from the collar, and will not draw. 

Gis.Cat. A northern name for a he-cat, there commonly 
called Gilbert. As melancholy as a gib cat; as melan- 
choly as a he-cat who has been caterwauling, whence 
they always return scratched, hungry, and out of spirits. 
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Aristotle says, Omne animal post coitum est triste; to 
which an anonymous author has given the following ex- 
ception, preter gallum gallinaceum, et sacerdotem gratis 
fornicantem. _ 

GIBLETs. To join giblets; said of a man and woman who 
cohabit as husband and wife without being married : also, to 
copulate, | 

Girts. Small white specks under the finger nails, said to 
portend gifts or presents. A stingy man is said to be as 
full of gifts as a brazen horse of his farts. 

Girt OF THE GAB. A facility of speech. 

Gicc. A nose. Snitchel his gigg; fillip his nose. Grunter’s 
gigg ; a hog’s snout. Gjigg is ‘also a high one-horse chnaise. 
To gigg a Smithfield hank; to hamstring an over-drove ox, 
vulgarly called a mad bullock. 

GiccER. A latch, or door. Dub the gigger; open the door. 

' Gigger dubber; the turnkey of a gaol. 

GIGGLE. To suppress a laugh. Gigglers; wanton women. 

GILEs’s, or ST. GILES’s BREED. Fat, ragged, and saucy. 
Newton and Dyot streets, the grand head-quarters of most 
of the thieves and pickpockets about London, are in St. 
Giles’s parish. St. Giles’s Greek, the cant language, called 
also Slang, Pedlars’ French, and Flash. 

GILFLURT. A proud minx, a vain, capricious woman, — 

'Gitu. The abbreviation of Gillian, figuratively used for 
woman. ‘Every jack has his gill, i. e. every jack has his 
gillian, or female mate. It is also a word used by way of 
variation, similar to cove, gloak, or gory; but generally 
coupled to some other descriptive term, as a flash-gill, toby- 
gill, &c. 

Gitts. The cheeks. To look rosy about the gills; to have a 
fresh complexion. To look merry about the gills ; to appear 
cheerful. 

Gitt, or Rum Dusser. A thief who picks locks, so called 


from the gilt or picklock key; many of them are so expert, . 


that, from the lock of a church door to that of the smallest 
cabinet, they will find means to open it: these go into 
reputable public-houses, where, pretending business, they 
contrive to get into private rooms, up stairs, where they 
open any bureaus or trunks they happen to find there. 
GIMBLET-EYED. Squinting, either in man or woman. 
GIMCRACK, or JimcRACK. A spruce wench: a gimcrack 
also means a person who has a turn for mechanical con- 
trivances. 
GINGAMBoBS. Toys, bawbles. Sce THINGAMBOBS. 
GINGERBREAD. A cake made of treacle, flour, and grated 
ginger: also, money. He has the gingerbread ; he is rich. 
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GINGERBREAD WorRK. Gilding and carving; these terms 
are particularly applied, by seamen on board Newcastle 
colliers, to the decorations of the sterns and quarters of 
West-Indiamen, which they have the greatest pleasure in 
defacing. : 

GINGERLY. Softly, gently, tenderly. To go gingerly to 
work ; to attempt a thing gently or cautiously. 

GINGER-PATED, or GINGER-HACKLED, Red-haired: a term 
borrowed from the cockpit, where red cocks are called 
gingers. 

GINNY. An instrument to lift up a grate, in order to steal 
what is in the window. Cant. 

GIN SPINNER. A distiller. 

GIP. From yas, a wolf. A servant at college. 

GIvEIT TO. To rob or defraud any place or person; as, I 
gave it to him for his reader, I robbed him of his pocket- 
book. What suit did you give it them upon? In what 
manner, or by what means, did you effect your purpose? 
also, to impose upon a person’s credulity by telling him a 
string of falsehoods; or to take any unfair advantage of 
another’s inadvertence or unsuspecting temper, on any occa- 
sion ; in either case, the party at last dropping down, that 
is, detecting your imposition, will say, t believe you have 
been giving it to me nicely all this while. | 

GivE Lip TO. To chatter, blow up. Sea term, 

GIvER. A good boxer. Pugilistic phrase. 

_ Grzzarp. To grumble in the gizzard; to be secretly dis- 
pleased. 

Guass EyEs. A nick name for one wearing spectacles. 

GLAYMORE. A Highland broad-sword; from the Erse glay, 
or glaive, a sword; and more, great. : 

GLAZE. A window. 

GLAzIER. One who breaks windows and show-glasses, to 
steal goods exposed for. sale. Glaziers; eyes. Cant. Is 
your father a glazier; a question asked of a lad or young 
man, who stands between the speaker and the candle, or 
fire. If it is answered in the negative, the rejoinder is— 
I wish he was, that he might make a window through your 
body, to enable me to see the fire or light. 

Gis. Smooth, slippery. Glib tongued ; talkative. 

Gum. A candle, or dark lantern, used in housebreaking : 
also, fire. To glim; to burn in the hand: also, ‘signifies 
sight or eye. Cant. 


“© His glims I’ve made look like a couple of rainbows.” 
_ Vide Randall's Scrap Book, 


GLIMFENDERS, Andirons. Cant. 
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GLIMFLASHY. Angry, or ina passion. Cant. 

Guimsack. A link-boy. Cant. 

GLIMMER. Fire. Cant. 

GLIMMERERS. Persons begging with sham licences, pre- 
tending losses by fire. 

Gums, Eyes. 

GuiimsticK. A candlestick. Cant. 

GLISTNER. A sovereign. Cant. 

GioacH. Aman. Scotch cant. 

Guoves. Used by pugilists to communicate the art of self- 
defence to their pupils. 

Guoves. To give any one a pair of gloves; to make them 
a present or bribe. To win a pair of gloves; to kiss a man 
whilst he sleeps: for this a pair of gloves is due to any 
lady who will thus earn them. 

GLUEPOT. A parson: from joining men and women together 
in matrimony. 

Guium. Sullen. 

GLUTTON. A term used by bruisers to ce a man who 
will bear a great deal of beating. 

Guiyse. A writing. Cant. 

GNARLER. A little dog that, by his barking, alarms the 
family when any person is breaking into the house. 

Go. The dash. The mode. He is quite the go, he is 
quite varment, he As prime, he i is bang up, are sanonymons 
expressions. 

‘ Goaps. Those who wheedle i in chapmen for horse-dealers. 

GO-ALONGER. A simple easy person, who suffers himself 
to be made a tool of, and is readily persuaded to any act 
or undertaking by his associates, who inwardly laugh at his 
folly, and ridicule him behind his back. 

Goat. A lascivious person. Goats jigg; making the beast 
with two backs, copulation. 

Gos. The mouth; also, a bit or morsel; whence gobbets. 
Gift of the gob ; wide-mouthed, or one who speaks flu- 
ently or sings well. In Randall, an heroic fragment, may 

be found the following invocation :— 


“¢ Shade of Jem Belcher hover round his nob, 
Protect his lugs, his nerve and gob.” 
ide Randall's Dairy. 


« And when we well had sluic’d our gobs, 
And all were in prime twig for chatter,” &c. 
Crib’s Memorial. — 
GosBLER. A turkey cock. 


Go BETWEEN. A pimp or bawd. 
Gop String. A bridle. 
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Go BY THE GROUND. A little short person, man or woman. 

GODFATHER. He who pays the reckoning, or answers for 
the rest of the company; as, Will you stand godfather? and 
we will take care of the brat; i.e. repay you another time. 
Jurymen are also called godfathers, because they name the 
crime the prisoner before them has been guilty of, whether 
felony, petit larceny, &c. 

Goc. All-a-gog; impatient, anxious, or desirous of a thing. 

GoG AND Macoc. Two giants, whose effigies stand on 
each side of the clock in Guildhall, London; of whom 
there is a tradition, that, when they bear the clock strike 
one, on the first of ‘April, they will walk down from their — 
places. | 

GOGGLES. Eyes. See OGLES. Goggle eyes; large promi- 
nent eyes. To goggle; to stare. 

GOING UPON THE Dus. Going out to break open, or pick 
the locks of, houses. 

GoLp Droppers. Sharpers, who drop a piece of gold, 
which they pick up in the presence of some inexperienced 
person, for whom the trap is laid; this they pretend to 
have found, and, as he saw them pick it up, they invite 
him to a public-house to partake of it; when there, two 
or three of their comrades drop in, as if by accident, and — 
propose cards, or some other game, when they seldom fail 
of stripping their prey. , | 

GOLDFINCH. One who has commonly a purse full of gold. 
Goldfinches; guineas. 

GOLD FINDER. One whose employment is to empty neces- 
sary houses; called also a tom-t—d-man, and nightman; 
the latter, from that business being always performed in 
the night. . a 

GOLGOTHA, or THE PLACE oF ScuLts. Part of the Theatre 
at Oxford, where the heads of houses sit; those gentlemen 
being by the wits of the university called sculls. 

Got.umpevus. A large clumsy fellow. 

Gouuup up. To drink down quickly. Cant. 

Goop. A place or person, which promises to be easily rob- 
bed, is said to be good, as, that house is good upon the 
crack; this shop is good upon the star; the swellis good 
for his montra ; &c. A man who declares himself good for 
any favour or thing, means, that he has sufficient influence, — 
or possesses the certain means to obtain it; good as bread, 
or, good as cheese, are merely emphatical phrases to the same 
effect. See Caz. | - 

Goop Man. Aword of various imports, according to the 
place where it is spoken: in the city it means a rich man; 
at Hockley-in-the-Hole, or St. Giles’s, an expert boxer; 
at a bagnio in Covent Garden, a vigorous fornicator; at 
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an alehouse or tavern, one who loves his pot or bottle; 
and sometimes, though but rarely, a virtuous man. 

Goop WomAN. A nondescript, fepresented on ‘a famous 
sign in St. Giles’s, in the form of a common woman, but 
without a head. | 

Goose. A tailor’s goose; a smoothing iron ‘used to press 
down the seams, for which purpose it must be heated: 
hence, it is a jocular saying, that a tailor, be he ever so 
poor, is always sure to have-a gouse at his fire. He can- 
not say boh to a goose; a saying of a bashful or sheepish 
fellow. 

GOOSEBERRY. He played up old gooseberry among them; 
said of a person who, by force or threats, suddenly puts an 
end to a riot or disturbance. 

GOOSEBERRY-EYED. One with dull grey eyes, like boiled 
gooseberries. 

GoosEBERRY Wie. A large frizzled wig; ‘perbaps, from a 
supposed likeness to a gooseberry bush. 

GoosecaP. A silly fellow or woman. | 

Goour. A person who has left his business to go a thieving ; 
it is said, he has gone out, Cant. 

GorEE. Money, chiefly gold; perhaps, from the traffic 
carried on at that place, which is chiefly for gold dust. 
Cant. 

GorcerR. A_ gentleman. A well dressed min. Mung 
kiddey. Mung the gorger ; beg, child, beg of the gentleman. 

GosPEL SHop. A church. 

GOTCH-GUTTED. Pot bellied: a gotch in Norfolk signifying 
a pitcher, or large round jug. 

Goucs. To squeeze out a man’s eye with the thumb: a 
cruel practice used by the Bostonians, in America. | 
Gras. To sieze, apprehend, take into custody; to make a 
grab at any thing, is to snatch suddenly, as at a geritteman’s 

watch-chain, &c. 

Gras. To sieze a man. The pigs grabbed the kiddey 
for a crack; the officers seized the youth for a burglary. 

~GRABBED. Taken, apprehended. | : 

GrRasBLE, ‘To seize: To grabble'the bit; to seize any 
one’s money. Cant. ; 

GRAFTED. Cuckolded; i. e. having horns grafted on his head. 

‘GRANNAM, Corn. | 

GRANNUM’s GOLD. Hoarded money; supposed to have be- 
longed to the grandmother of the possessor. | 

GRANNY. An abbreviation of grandmother: also, the name 
of an idiot, famous for licking her eye, who died, Nov. 14, 
1719, Go teach your granny to suck eggs; said to such 
as would instruct any one in a matter he knows better than 
themselves. 
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GRAPPLE THE Rais, A cant name used in Ireland for 
whiskey. 

GRAPPLING-IRONS. Handcuffs. 

Grave Diccer. Like.a grave digger; up to the a-se in 
business, and don’t know which way to turn. ; 

GRAVEY-EYED. Blear-eyed, one whose eyes have a running 
humour, | 

GRAWLER. A beggar. Scotch cant. 

GRay. A copper coin, having two heads and: two tails, to 
answer the purposes of gamblers, who, by such deceptions, 
frequently win large sums. 

GRAY BEARD. Earthen jugs, formerly used in public houses 
for drawing ale; they had the figure of a man with a large 
beard stamped on them, whence, probably, they took the 
name. Vide Ben Jonson’s Plays, Bartholomew Fair, &c. 
&c. Dutch earthen jugs, used for smuggling gin on the 
coasts of Essex and Suffolk, are, at this time, called gray 
beards. . 

Gray MaRE. The gray mare is the better horse; said of a 
woman who governs her husband. 

Gray Parson. A farmer who rents the tithes of the rector 
or vicar. 

GREASE. To bribe. To grease a man in the fist; to bribe 
him. To grease a fat sow in the a-se; to give to a rich 
man. Greasy chin; a treat given to parish officers in part 
of commutation for a bastard: called, also, Eating a child. 

GREAT INTIMATE. As great as shirt and shitten a-se. 

Great JosEPH. A surtout. Cant. 

GREEDY Guts. A covetous or voracious person. 

Greek. St. Giles’s Greek ; the slang lingo, cant, or gib- 
berish. 

GREEN. Doctor Green; i.e. grass; a physician, or rather 
medicine, found very successful in curing most disorders 
to which horses are liable. My -horse is not well ; I shall 
send him to Doctor Green. 

GREEN. Young, inexperienced, unacquainted, ignorant. 
How green the cull was not to stag how the old file planted 
the books; how ignorant the booby was not to perceive 
how the old sharper placed the cards in such a manner 
as to insure the gawe. 

GREEN Bac. An attorney: those gentlemen carry their 
clients’ deeds in a green bag; and, it is said, when they 
have no deeds to carry, frequently fill them with an old 
pair of breeches, or any other trumpery, to give themselves 
the appearance of business. | 

GREEN Gown. To give a girl a green gown; to tumble her 
on the grass, and pick the pins out of. her frock. 
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see Sickness. The disease of maids, occasioned by ce- 

libacy. 

GREENHEAD. An inexperienced young man. 

GREENHORN. A novice on the town, -an undebauched young 
fellow, just initiated into the society of bucks and bloods. 

Greenwich Gooss. A pensioner of Greenwich Hospital. 

GREGORIAN TREE. The gallows: so named from Gregory 
Brandon, a famous finisher of the law, to whom Sir William 
Segar, garter king of arms, (being imposed on by Brooke, a 
herald), granted a coat of arms. Obsolete. 

Gric. A farthing. A merry grig, a fellow as merry as a grig; 
an allusion to the apparent liveliness of a grig, or young 


eel. 

Grim. Old Mr. Grim; Death. 

GRIMALKIN. Acat: mawkin signifies a hare, in Scotland. 

Grin. To grin in a glass case; to be anatomized for murder: 
the skeletons of many criminals are preserved in glass cases, 
at Surgeon’s Hall. 

Grin. To “ stand the grin,” in the flash lingo, is to be ridi- 
culed and laughed at. 

Grinp. To have carnal knowledge of a woman. 

Grinpers. Teeth. ‘Gooseberry-grinder; the breech. Ask 
bogey, the gooseberry-grinder; ask mine a—se. 

Groats. To save his groats; to come off handsomely: at the 
universities, nine groats are. deposited in the hands of an aca- 
demic officer, by every person standing for a degree, which 
if the depositer obtains with honour, the groats are returned 
to him. | , 

Grocery. Halfpence. Cant. 

Groc, Rum and water. Grog was first introduced into the 
navy about the year 1740, by Admiral Vernon, to prevent 
the sailors intoxicating themselves with their allowance of 
rum or spirits. Groggy, or groggified; drunk. 

Groc-BLossom. A carbuncle, or pimple in the face, caused 
by drinking. 

GrocceD. A grogged horse; a foundered horse. 

GrocuaM. Ahorse. Cant. 

GRoG oN BoaRD. Nearly drunk. 

Gropess. Blind men: also, midwives. 

GROUND SguinREL. A hog, or pig. Secu term. 

GROUND Sweat. A grave. 

Grus. Victuals. To grub; dine. 

Grup-StREeT. A street near Moorfields, formerly the sup- 
posed habitation of many persons who wrote for the book- 
sellers; hence, a Grub-street writer means a hackney author, 
who manufactures books for the booksellers. 

Grus-STREET-NEws. Lying intelligence. 
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GRUMBLETONIAN. A discontented person; one whio is always 
railing at the times or ministry. 

GRUNTER. A hog. To grunt; to groan, or complain of 
sickness, | 

GRuUNTERS. Traps, officers of justice. 

GRUNTER’s GIG. A smoaked hog’s face. | 

GRUNTING PEcK. Pork, bacon, or any kind of hog’s flesh. 

GrRuts, Tea. 

GUDGEON. One easily imposed on. T'o gudgeon; toswallow 
the bait, or fall into a trap; from the fish of that name, 
which is easily taken. 

GULL. A simple credulous fellow, easily cheated. 

GuLLs, Novices at the university. : 

GULLED. Deceived, cheated, imposed on. 

GULL-GROPERS, Usurers, who lend money to the gamesters. 

‘Gum. Abusive language. Come, let’s have no more of your | 


um. 

‘Grane Clumsy: particularly applied to the ancles of men 

"or women, and the legs of horses. 

‘GumpTIoN, or Rum GumpTion. Docility, comprehension, 
and capacity. 

GuN. He is in the gun; he is drunk: perhaps, from an 
allusion to a vessel called a gun, used for ale in the univer- 
sities. 

GuN. To gun, among flash people, is to be noticed. Do 
not you see we are gunned? an expression used by thieves 

_ when they think they are being watched. 

-Gunopicuts. A fat, pursy fellow. | 

GUNNER’S DAUGHTER. To kiss the gunner’s daugliter; to be 
tied to a gun and flogged on the posteriors: a mode of pu- 
nishing boys on board a ship of war. 

GUNPOWDER. Anold woman. Cant. 

GUTFOUNDERED. Exceeding hungry. 

Guts. My great guts are ready to eat my little ones; my 
guts begin to think my throat’s cut; my guts curse my 
teeth: all expressions signifying the party is extremely 
hungry. 

GuTs AND GARBAGE. A very fatmanor woman, More guts 
than brains; a silly fellow. He has plenty of guts, but no 
bowels; said of a hard, merciless, or unfeeling person. 

Gut SCRAPER, or TORMENTOR OF CaTGurT. A fiddler. 

GuTTER-LANE. The throat, the swallow, the red lane. See 
RED LANE. | 

GuTTING A QuaRT Pot. Taking out the lining of it; i.e. 
drinking it off. Gutting an oyster; eating it. Gutting a 

house; clearing it of its furniture. See POULTERER. 

Guy. A dark lanthorn; in allusion to Guy Faux, the princi- 
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pal actor in the gunpowder plot. Stow the guy; conceal the 
lanthorn. 

GuzzLe. Liquor. To guzzle; to drink greedily. © 

GuzzLe Guts. One greedy of liquor. 

Gysx, or Jyse. Any writing or pass with a seal. 

Gysinc. Jeering, or ridiculing. 

GyLgs, or GILEs. Hopping Giles; a nick-name for a lame 
person: St. Giles was the tutelar saint of cripples. 

Gyp. A college runner or errand-boy at Cambridge, called at 
Oxford a scout. See Scout. 

Gypsies. A set of vagrants, who, to the great disgrace of 
our police, are suffered to wander about the country. They 
pretend that they derive their origin from the ancient Egyp- 
tians, who were famous for their knowledge in astronomy and 
other sciences; and, under the pretence of fortune-telling, 
fmd means to’ rob or defraud the ignorant and superstitious. 
To colour their impostures, they artificially discolour their 
faces, and speak a kind of gibberish peculiar to themselves. 
They rove up and down the country in large companies, 
to the great terror of the farmers, from whose geese, tur- 
keys, and fowls, they take very considerable contribu- 
tions. 

When a fresh recruit is admitted into the fraternity, he is to 
take the following oath, administered by the principal maun- 
der, after going through the annexed forms :— 

First, a new name is given tu him, by which he is ever after 
to be called; then, standing up in the middle of the assem- 

. bly, and directing his face to the dimber-damber, or princi- 
pal man of the gang, he repeats the following oath, which 
is dictated to him by some experienced member of the fra- 
ternity : 

1; Crank Cuffin, do swear to be a true brother, and that I 
will, in all things, obey the commands of the great tawney 
prince, and keep bis counsel, and not divulge the secrets of 
my brethren. 

I will never leave nor forsake the company, but observe and 
keep all the times of appointment, either by day or by night, 
in every place whatever. | 

I will not teach any one to cant, nor will I disclose any of our 
mysteries to them. 

I will take my prince’s part against all that shall oppose him, 
or any pf us, according to the utmost of my ability; nor 
will 1 suffer him, or any one belonging to us, to be abused 
by any strange abrams, rufflers, hookers, pailliards, swad- 
dler’s, Irish toyles, swigmen, whip jacks, jarkmen, bawdy 
baskets, dommerars, clapper dogeons, patricoes, orcurtals ; 
but will defend him, or them, as much as I can, against 
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all other outliers whatever. [I will not conceal aught [ win 
out of libkins or from the ruffmans, but will preserve it 
for the use of the company. Lastly, I will cleave to 
my doxy wap stiffly, and will bring her duds, marjery 
praters, goblers, grunting cheats, or tibs of the buttery, 
or any thing else I can come at, as winnings for her wep- 
pings. 

The canters have, it seems, a tradition, that, from the three 
first articles of this oath, the first founders of a certain 
boastful, worshipful fraternity (who pretend to derive their 

_ origin from the earliest times) borrowed both the hint and 
form of their establishment ; and that their pretended deriva- 
tion from the first Adam is a forgery, it being only from the 
first 4dam Tiler: See ADAM TILER. At the admission of 
a new brother, a general stock is raised for booze, or drink, 
to make themselves merry on the occasion. As for peckage, 
or eatables, they can procure without money; for, while 
some are sent to break the ruffmans, or woods and bushes, 
for firing, others are detached to filch geese, chickens, hens, 
ducks (or mallards), and pigs. Their morts are their 
butchers, who presently make bloody work with what living 
things are brought them; and having made holes in the 
ground under some remote hedge, in an obscure place, they: 
‘make a fire, and boil or broil their food; and, when it is 
enough, fall to work, tooth and nail; and having eaten more 
like beasts than men, they drink more like swine than human 
creatures, entertaining one another all the time with songs in 
the canting dialect. a 

As they live, so they lie, together, promiscuously, and know 
not how to claim a property either in their goods or children ; 
and this general interest ties them more firmly together than 
if all their rags were twisted into ropes, to bind them indis- 
solubly from a separation; which detestable union is farther 
consolidated by the above oath. md 

They stroll up and down all summer-time in droves, and dex- 
terously pick pockets, while they are telling of fortunes; 
and the money, rings, silver thimbles, &c. which they get, 
are instantly conveyed, from one hand to another, till the 
remotest person of the gang (who is not suspected, because 
they come not near. the person robbed) gets possession of 
it; so that, in the strictest searchi, it is impossible to recover 
it; while the wretches, with imprecations, oaths, and pro- 
testations, disclaim the thievery. 

That by which they are said to get the most money is, when 
young gentlewomen of good families and reputation have 
happened to be with child before marriage, a round sum is 
often bestowed among the gypsies, for some one mort to 
take the child ; and, as that is never heard of more by the 
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true mother and family, so the disgrace is kept con- 
cealed from the world; and, if the child lives, it never 
knows its parents. 
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HABERDASHER or Pronouns. A schoolmaster, or usher. 

se a WRITER. One who writes for attornies or book- 
sellers. 

Happocx. A purse. A haddock stuffed with beans ; i.e. @ 
purse full of gold. 

Harr SPLITTER. A thing with use without ornament. 

HALBERT. A weapon carried by a sergeant of foot. To get 

_ ahalbert; to be appointed a sergeant. To be brought to 
the halberts; to be flogged @ la militaire: soldiers of the 

_ Infantry, when flogged, being commonly tied to three hal- 
berts, set up in a triangle, with a fourth fastened across 
them. He carries the halbert in his face; a saying of one 
promoted from a sergeant to a commissioned officer. 

HALF A Bean. Half a guinea. Cant. 

HAF A Hoa. Sixpence. | 

HALF FLAsu AND HAtr FooutsH. This phrase is applied, in 
a sarcastic manner, to those persons who have a smattering 

. of the cant language, and also pretend to a knowledge of 
life, which they do not possess. The family of the half 
flash and half foolish are very numerous in London. 

HALF SEAs ovER. Almost drunk. . 

HAMLET. A high constable. Cant. 

HAMMERSMITH. Milling: a person that: has received a 
severe beating is jocosely said to have been at Hammer- 
smith. | 

Hams, or Hamcasss. Breeches. | 

Hanp. Asailor. We lost a hand; we losta sailor. Beara 
hand ; make haste. Hand to fist; opposite: the same as 
téte-a-téte, or cheek by joul. 

HAND BASKET PorTION. A woman whose husband receives 
frequent presents from her father or family is said to have 
a hand-basket portion. | 

HANDLE. To know how to handle one’s fists; to be skilful in 
the art of boxing. The cove flashes a rare handle to his 
physog ; the fellow has a large nose. 

HaAnpsoME. He is a handsome-bodied man in the face; a 
jeering commendation of an ugly fellow. Handsome is that 
handsome does ; a proverb frequently cited by ugly women. 

HANDSOME REWARD. This, in advertisements, means a@ 
horse-whipping. 

HANG AN A-SE. To hang back, to hesitate. 
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HANGER ON. A dependant. 

HANG GaLtows Loox. A thievish or villanous appearance. 

HANG IT ON. Purposely to delay or protract the performance 
of any task or service you have undertaken, by dallying, 
and making as slow a progress as possible, either from 
natural indolence, or to answer some private end of your 
own. To hang tt on with a woman, is to form a temporary 
connexion with her; to cohabit or keep company with her 
without marriage. 

HANG IT up. Score it up; speaking of a reckoning. 

HANGMAN’s WaGEs, Thirteen pence halfpenny; which, ac- 
cording to the vulgar tradition, was thus allotted: one 
shilling for the executioner, and three halfpence for the 
rope. N.B. This refers to former times; the hangmen of 
the present day having, like other artificers, raised their 
prices. The true state of this matter is, that a Scottish 
mark was the fee allowed for an execution, and the value of 
that piece was settled, by a proclamation of James I. at 
thirteen pence halfpenny. ; 

Hane out. The traps scavey where we hang out; the offi- 
cers know where we live. | 

HANK. He has a hank on him ;i. e. an ascendancy over him, or 
a hold upon him. To have a person at a good hank, isto have 
made any contract with him very advantageous to yourself; or 
to be able, from some prior cause, to command or use him 
just as you please ; to have the benefit of his purse or other 
services, in fact, upon your own terms. A Smithfield hank ; 
an ox rendered furious by over-driving and barbarous treat- 
ment. See BULL HANK. 

Hank. A spell or cessation from any work or duty, on the 
score of indisposition, or some other pretence. 

HANKER. To hanker after any thing; to have a longing after 
or for it. 

HANS IN KELDER. Jack in the cellar; i. e. the child in the 
womb: a health frequently drank to breeding women or 
their husbands. 

Harp. Stale beer, nearly sour, is. said to be hard. Hard, 
also, means severe: as, hard fate, a hard master. : 

HARD AT HIs A-SE, Close after him. | 

Hare. He has swallowed a hare; he is drunk: more pro- 
bably a hair, which requires washing down. 

HarMAn. Aconstable. Cant. 

HARMAN BEcK. A beadle. Cant. 

HaRMANS. The stocks. Cant. 

Harp. To harp upon; to dwell upon a subject. Have 
among you, my blind harpers ; an expression used in throw- 
ing or shooting at random among the crowd. Harp is also 
the Irish expression for woman, or tail, used in tossing up 
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in Ireland: from Hibernia being represented with a harp oa 
the reverse of the cépper coins of that country ; for which 
it is, in hoisting the copper, i. e. tossing up, sometimes 
likewise called music. 

HARRIDAN. A hagged old woman; a miserable, scraggy, 
worn-out harlot, fit to take her bawd’s degree: derived from 
the French word haridelle, a worn-out jade of a horse or 
mare. 

Harry. A country fellow. Cant. Old Harry; the Devil. 

HARUM SCARUM. He was running harum scarum; said of any 
one running or walking hastily, and ina hurry, after they 
know not what. | 

Hasu. To flash the hash; to vomit. ~ 

Hat. Old hat; the monosyllable, because frequently felt. 

Hatcues. Under the-hatches; in trouble, distress, or debt. 

HatcHeET Face. A long, thin face. 

HATCcHWAY. The mouth. Sea term. 

HAUL youR WIND. To getclear. Sea term. 

Havit. Asheep. Cant. 

Hawk. Ware hawk; the word to look sharp, a bye-word 
when a bailiff passes. Hawk also signifies a sharper, in 
opposition to pigeon. See PIGEON. See WARE HAWK. 

HazgEt Gitp. To beat any one with a hazel stick. 

Heap CULLY OF THE Pass, or PAssaGE BANK. The top 
tilter of that gang throughout the whole army, who de- 
mands and receives contribution from all the pass banks in 
the camp. 

Heap Raits, Teeth. Sea phrase. 

HEARING CHEATs. Ears. Cant. 

HEABT’S EASE, Gin. . 

Hearty CHoAk. He will have a hearty choak and caper 
sauce for breakfast, i. e. he will be hanged. | 

HEATHEN PHILOSOPHER. One whose breech may be seen 
through his pocket-hole ; this saying arose from the old phi- 
losophers, many of whom despised the vanity of dress to 
such a point as often to fall into the opposite extreme. 

Hreave. To rob. To heave a case; to rob a house. To 
heave a bough; to rob a booth. Cant. 

Heaver. The breast. Cant. 

HEAVERS. Thieves who make it their business to steal trades- 
men’s shop-books. Cant. . 

Heavy WET. Beer. Cant. Thus, in ‘* The Ale-house 
Keeper’s Lamentation,” in Randall’s Scrap Book, the bard 


says, 


«¢ My cups were of the deepest mould 
. That I could bone or get, 
And all the streams that in them roll’d 
Were gin or heavy wet.” 
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Hecror. A bully, a swaggering coward. To hector; to - 
bully: probably, from such persons affecting the valour of 
Hector, the Trojan hero. . 

Hepcet. To make a hedge; to secure a bet or wager laid on 
one side, by taking the odds on the other; so that, let 
what will bappen, a certain gain is secured, or hedged in, 
by the person who takes this precaution; who is then said 
to be on velvet. | 3 

HEDGE ALEHOUSE. A small, obscure alehouse. 

HEDGE CREEPER. A robber of hedges. | 

HEDGE Prisst.. An illiterate, unbeneficed curate, a patrico. 

HEDGE WuHorg, An itinerant harlot, who bilks the bagnios 
and bawdy-houses, by disposing of her favours on the way- 
side, under a hedge; a low beggarly prostitute. 

HEELS. To be laid by the heels; to be confined or put in 
prison. Out at heels; worn or diminished : his estate or 
affairs are out at heels. To turn up his heels; to turn up 
the knave of trumps at the game of all-fours. 

HEEL Tap. A peg in the heel of a shoe, taken out when 
it is finished. A person leaving any liquor in his glass is 

- frequently called upon by the toast-master to take off his 
heel tap. 

HELL. A tailor’s repository for his stolen goods, called cab- 
bage. See CABBAGE. Little hell; a small, dark, covered 
passage, leading from London-wall to Bell-alley. 

HELL-BORN BABE. A lewd, graceless youth, one naturally of 
a wicked disposition. 

HE.u Car. A termagant, a vixen, a furious scolding woman. 
See TERMAGANT and VIXEN. 

HELL FIRE DicK. The driver of the Cambridge Telegraph. 
He died lately (1822), He was the favourite companion of 

‘the University fashionables, and the only tutor to whose 
‘precepts they attended. 

HELL Hounp. A wicked abandoned fellow. | 

HELL, or HELLS. Gambling-houses at the West End of the 
town. Cant. ° 

HELTER SKELTER. To run helter skelter, hand over head, 
in defiance of order. 

Hemp. Young hemp; an appellation for a graceless boy. 

HEMPEN FEvER. A man who was hanged is said to have 
died of a hempen fever ; and, in Dorsetshire, to have been 
stabbed with a Bridport dagger; Bridport being a place 
famous for manufacturing hemp into cords. 

HEMPEN WIDOW. One whose husband was hanged. 

HEN. Awoman. A cock and hen club; a club composed 
of men and women. 

HEN-HEARTED. Cowardly. | 

HEN Houss. A house where the woman rules; called also a 
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she house, and hen frigate: the latter, a sea phrase, origiaal- 
ly applied to a ship, the captain of which had his wife on 
board, supposed to command him. , 

HENPECKED. A husband governed by his wife, is said to be 
henpecked. 

HERE AND THEREIAN. One who has no settled place of 
residence. 

HerRinc. The devil a barrel the better herring; all equally 
bad. 

HERRING-GUTTED. Thin as a shotten herring. 

HERRING-PoNnD, The sea. To cross the herring-pond at the 
king’s expense ; to be transported. | 

HERTFORDSHIRE KINDNEsS.. Drinking twice to the same 
person. | 

Hick. A country hick; an ignorant clown. Cant. 

HICKEY. Tipsey, quasi, hiccoughbing. , 

HipDE AND Seex. A childish game. He plays at hide and 
seek; a saying of one who is in fear of being arrested for 
debt, or apprehended for some crime, and therefore does not 
choose to appear in public, but secretly skulks up and down. 
See SKULK. 

HIDEBOUND. Stingy, hard of delivery ; a poet, poor in inven- 
tion, is said to have a hidebound muse. 

HIGGLEDY PIGGLEDY. .Confusedly mixed. 

HiGH AND Dry. Cast onshore. Cant. 

HiGH EATING. To eat skylarks in a garret. 

Hicu Fiygrs. Dressy cyprians, such as sport bear-skin 
muffs, embroidered pelisses, hats and feathers. | 

HIGHGATE. Swomat Highgate: a ridiculoys custom formerly 

_° prevailed at the public-houses in Highgate, to administer a 
ludicrous oath to all travellers, of the middling rank, who 
stopped there. The party was sworn on a pair of horns, 
fastened on a stick: the substance of the oath was, never 
to kiss the maid when he could kiss the mistress, never to 
drink small-beer when he could get strong, with many other 
injuactions of the like kind; to all which was added the 
saving clause of ‘‘ unless you like it best.” The person ad- 
ministering the oath was always to be called father by the 
juror; and he, in return, was to style him son, under the 
penalty of a bottle. | 

Hicu Jinks. A gambler at dice, who, having a strong head, 
drinks to intoxicate bis adversary, or pigeon, Under this 
head are also classed those fellows who keep Little Goes, 
take in insurances: also, attendauts at the races, and at the 
EO Tables; chaps always on the look out to rob unwary 
countrymen at cards, &c. | . 

Hieu Livinc. To lodge ina garret or cockloft. 

Hicu Pap, or HicH Tosy. A highwayman. Cani. 
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Hien Rorgs. To be on the high ropes , to be in a passion. 

Hies SHoon, or CLoutED SHOoN. Acountryclown, — 

Hien WATER. It is high water with him; he is full of 
money. | 

Hike. To hike off; to run away. Cant. 

Hinp-Lec. To kick out a hind-leg ; to make a rustic bow. 

His Nass. Him, or himself; a term used when speaking of a 
third person. ? 

HISTORY OF THE Four KINGs, or CHILD’S BEST GUIDE TO 
THE GALLows. A pack of cards. He studies the history 
of the four kings assiduously ; he plays much at cards. ‘- 

HoAxinG. Bantering, ridiculing. Hoaxing a quiz; joking 
an odd fellow. University wit. 

HoBsERDEHOY. Half a man and half a boy; a lad between 
both. 

HOBBLED. Impeded, interrupted, puzzled. To hobble; to 
walk lamely. Boned. Cant. 

HOBBLEDYGEE. A pace between a walk and a run, a dog- 
trot. | ' 

Hossy. Sir Posthumous’s hobby; one nice or whimsical in 
his clothes. | 

Hossy Horsg, A man’s favourite amusement, or study, is 
called his hobby horse: it also means a particular kind of 
small Irish horse ; and also a wooden one, -such as is given 
to children. : . 

Hossy HorsicaLt. A man who is a great keeper or rider of 
hobby horses ; one that is apt to be strongly attached to his 
systems of amusement. 

HoBNAIL, A country clodhopper: from the shoes of count 
farmers and ploughmen being commonly stuck full of hob- 
nails, and even often clouted, or tipped with iron. The 
Devil ran over his face with hobnails in his shoes ; said of 
one pitted with the small-pox. 

Hos, or HoBBINOL. A clown. 

Hos ork Nos. Will you hob or nob with me? a question 
formerly in fashion at polite tables, signifying a request or 
challenge to drink a glass of wine with the proposer: if the 
party challenged answered Nob, they were to chuse whether 
white or red. This foolish custom is said to have orignated 
in the days of good queen Bess, thus: when great chimnies 
were in fashion, there was at each corner of the hearth, or 
grate, a small elevated projection, called hob, and behind 
it a seat. In winter time the beer was placed on the hob to 
warm: and the cold beer was set on a small table, said to 
have been called the nob: so that the question, Will you 
have hob or nob? seems only to have meant, Will you have 


warm or cold beer? i.e. beer from the hob, or beer from 
the nob. 
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Honson’s CHOICE. < That or none; from old Hobsen, a famous 
carrier of Cambridge, who used to let horses to the students; 
but never permitted them to chuse, always allotting each 
man the horse he thowght most proper for his manner of 
riding and treatment. - 

Hockey. - Drunk with strong stale beer, called old. hock. See 
HIckky. | 

HOCKING, or Hovcune. A piece of cruelty practised by 
the buichers of Dublin on-soldiers, by cutting the tendon of 
Achilles; this has by law been made felony. : 

Hocks. A vulgar appellation for the feet. You have left the 
.marks of your dirty hocks on my clean stairs; a frequent 
complaint from a mop squeezer to a footman. 

Hocus Pocus. Nonsensical words used by jugglers, previous 
to their deceptions, as a kind of charm, or incantation. A 
celebrated writer supposes it to be a ludicrous corruption of 
the words hoc est corpus, used by the popish priests in con- 
seorating the host: also, Hell Hocus is used to express 
drunkenness: as, he is quite hocus; he is quite drunk. 

Hop. Brother Hod; a fawiliar name for a bricklayer’s la- 
bourer: from the hod which is used for carrying bricks and 
mortar. . 

Hoppy Doppy, ALL A-s& AND NO Bopy. A short clumsy 
person, either male or female. 

Hopee. An abbreviation of Roger: a general name for a 
country booby. 

HopceE Popes. An irregular mixture for numerous things. 

aaa tt Snails in their shells. 

Hoc. A shilling. To drive one’s hogs; to snore: the noise 
made by some persons in snoring, being not much unlike 
the notes of that animal. He has brought hig hogs to a fine 
market; a saying of any one who has been remarkably 
successful in his affairs, and is spoken ironically to signify 
the contrary. A hog in armour; aa awkward or mean look- 
ing man or woman, finely dressed, is said to look like a hog 
in armour. To hog ahorse’s main; to cut it short, so that 
the ends of the hair stick up like hog’s bristles. Jonian 
hogs ; an appellation given to the members of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge. 

HoecisH. Rude, unmannerly, filthy. 

Hoc GRuBBER. A mean stingy fellow. 

Hoeo. Corruption of haut goust, high taste, or flavour; 
commonly said of flesh somewhat tainted. It has a con- 
founded hogo; it stinks confoundedly. 

Hoist. To go upon the hoist; to get into windows acci- 
dentally left. open: this is done by the assistance of a con- 
federate, called the hoist, who leans his head cent the 
wall, making his back a kind of step or ascent. 
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Hoist. The game of shep-lifting is called the hoist: a person 
expert at this practice is said to be a good heist. 7 

Hoistinc. A ludicrous: ceremony formerly perfermed on 
every soldier, the first time he appeared in the field after 
being married ; it was managed thus: As. soon as the regi- 
ment, or company, had grounded their arms to rest awhile, 
three or four men of the same company to which the bride- 
groom belonged, seized upon him, and putting a couple of 
bayonets out of the two corners of his hat, to represent 
horns, it was placed on his head, the back part foremost. 
He was then hoisted on the shoulders of two strong fellows, 
and carried round the arms, a drum and fife beating and 
playing the pioneers call, named Round Heads and Cuckolds, 
but, on this occasion, styled the Cuckold’s March ; in passing 
the colours he was to take off his hat: this, in some regi- 
ments, was practised by the officers on their brethren. 

Hoity-Toity. A_ hoity-toity wench; a giddy, thoughtless, 
romping, girl. 

HOLBORN-HILL, To ride backwards up Holborn-hill; to go 
to ‘the gallows: the way to Tyburn, the place of execution 
for criminals condemned in London, was up that hill. 
Criminals going to suffer, always ride backwards, as some 
conceive, to increase the ignominy, but more probably to 
prevent them being shocked with a distant view of the 
gallows; as, in amputations, surgeons conceal the instru- 
ments with which they are going to operate. The last 
execution at Tyburn, and, consequently, the last of this 
procession, was in the year 1784, since which the criminals 
have been executed near Newgate. 

Houipay. A holiday bowler;.abad bowler. Blind man’s holi- 
day; darkness, night. Itisallholiday. See ALL Houipay. 

Hotitow. It was quite a hollow thing; i.e. certainty, or 
decided business. 

HotLow. Among epicures, meaus poultry, Nothing but 
hollow for dinner. 

Hoty Grounpb, or LAND. A well-known region of St. 
‘Giles’s. An old fancy chaunt ends every verse thus: — 


¢ For we are the boys of the Holy Ground, 
And we'll dance upon nothing and turn us round.” 


‘Hoty ‘Lams. A thorough-paced villain. Irish. 

Hoty WarTER. He loves him as the Devil likes holy water ; 
i.e. hates him mortally. Holy water, according to the 
Roman Catholics, having the virtue to chase away the 
Devil and his imps. 

Honest Man. A term frequently used by superiors to in- 
feriors. As honest a man as any in the cards when all the 
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_ kings are out; i.e. aknave. I dare not call thee rogue for 
fear of the law, said a quaker to an attorney; but I will 
give thee five pounds, if thou canst find any creditable 
person who wilt say thou art an honest man. 

HonEsT WoMAN. To marry a woman with whom one has 
arate as a mistress, is termed, making an hopest woman 
of her. 

HoNnEy Moon. The first month after marriage. A poor 
honey; a harmless, foolish, good-natured fellow. It is all 
honey, or all t—d, with them; said of persons who are 
either in the extremity of friendship or enmity, either 
kissing or fighting. 

HOOD-WINKED. Blindfolded by a handkerchief, or other 
ligature, bound over the eyes. 

Hoor. To beat the hoof; to travel on foot. He hoofed it 
or beat the. hoof every step of the way from Chester to 
London. ' 

Hook AND SNIVEY, WITH NIx THE Burrer. This rig 
consists in feeding a man and a dog for nothing, and is 
carried on thus: Three men, one of whom pretends to be 
sick and unable to eat, go to a public-house; the two well 
men make a bargain with the landlord for their dinner, 
and when he is out of sight, feed their pretended sick 
companion and dog gratis. 

‘HOOKED. Over-reached, tricked, caught: a simile taken 
from fishing. * * * * hooks; fingers. 

- Hookree WALKER. An expression signifying that the story 
is not true, or that the thing will not occur. 

Hookers. See ANGLERS. 

Hoop. To run the hoop; an ancient marine custom. Four 
or more boys, having their left hands tied fast to an iron 
hoop, and each of them a rope, called a nettle, in their 
right, being naked to the waist, wait the signal to begin: - 
this being made by a stroke with a cat of nine tails, given 
by the boatswain to one of the boys, he strikes the boy be- 
fore him, and every one does the same: at first, the blows 
are but gently administered; but each, irritated by the 
strokes from the boy behind him, at length lays it on in 
earnest, This was anciently practised when a ship was 
wind-bound. 

Hoop. To beat. I'll well hoop his or her barrel. I'll beat 
him or her soundly. | 3 | 

Hop. Adance. Sea term. 

Hopkins. Mr. Hopkins; a ludicrous address to a lame or 
limping man, being a pun on the word hop. - 

Hop MERCHANT. A dancing-master. See CAPER MER- 
CHANT. 
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Hop-o’-MY-THUMB. A diminutive person, man or woman 
She was such a hop-o’-my-thumb, that a pigeon, sitting 
on her shoulder, might pick a pea out of her a-se. 

HOprER-ARSED. Having large projecting buttocks; from 
their resemblance to a small basket, called a hopper or 
hoppet, worn by husbandmen, for containing seed-corn, 
when they sow the land. 

HopreR Dockers. Shoes. Cant. 

Hoppine GILEs. A jeering appellation given to any person 
who limps, or is lame: St. Giles was the patron of cripples, 
lepers, &c. Churches dedicated to that saint commonly 
stand out of town, many of them having been chapels 
to hospitals. See GyLEs. 

Hop THE Twic. Torun away. Cant. 

Horn Cotic. A temporary priapism. . 

HORN Fair. An annuat fair held at Charlton, in Kent, on 
St. Luke’s day, the 18th of October. It consists of a riot- 
ous mob, who, after a printed summons dispersed through 
the adjacent towns, meet at Cuckold’s Point, near Deptford, 
and march from thence, in procession, through that town 
aud Greenwich to Charlton, with horns of different kinds 
upon their heads; and at the fair there are sold rams 
horns, and every sort of toy made of horn; even the ginger- 
bread figures have horns. The vulgar tradition gives the 
following history of the origin of this fair: King John, 
or some other of our ancient kings, being at the palace of 
Eltham, in this neighbourhood, and having been out 
hunting one day, rambled from his company to this place, 
then a mean hamlet; when entering a cottage to inquire 
bis way, he was struck with the beauty of the. mistress, 
whom he found alone; and having prevailed over her mo- 
desty, the husband returned suddenly, surprised them 
together, and threatened to kill them both; the king was 
obliged to discover himself, and to compound for his safety 
by a purse of gold, and a grant of the land from ‘this 
place to Cuckold’s Point, besides making the husband 
master of the hamlet. It is added, that, in memory of this 
grant, and the occasion of it, this fair was established, for 
the sale of horns, and all sorts of goods made with that 
material. A sermon is preached at Charlton church on 
the fairday. 

Horenirigp. Cuckolded. 

Horn Map. A_ person extremely jealous of his wife is 
said to be horn mad: also, a cuckold who does not cut 
.or breed his horns easily. 

Horns. To draw in one’s horns; to retract an assertion 
through fear: metaphor borrowed from a snail, who, on the 
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apprehension of danger, draws in his horns, and retires to 


his shell. 

Horn Work. Cuckold-making. 

Horse Buss. A kiss with a loud smack: also, a bite. 

Horse Coser. A dealer in horses; vulgarly and corruptly 
pronounced horse courser, The verb to cose was used, by 
the Scots, in the sense of bartering or exchanging. 

Horse GopMOTHER. A large masculine woman, a gentle- 
man-like kind of lady. 

Horse’s MEAL. A meal without drinking. 

HostTeter. OQat-stealer. Hosteler was originally the name 
for an inn-keeper; inns being, in old English, styled hostels, 
from the French, signifying the same. : 

Hor Pot. Ale and brandy made hot. 

Hot Stomacu. He has so hot a stomach, that he burns 
all the clothes off his back; said of one who pawns his 
clothes to purchase liquor. 

Housr, or TENEMENT, TO LET. A widow’s weeds: also, 

‘ an achievement marking the death of a husband, set up 
on the outside of a mansion; both supposed to indicate 
that the dolorous widow wants a male comforter. 

HoxTer. An inside pocket. Cant. 

Hoypon. A romping girl. 

Hoys. Shoplifting... Cant. | 

HUBBLE-BUBBLE. Confusion. A hubble-bubble fellow; a 
man of confused ideas, or one thick of speech, whose words 
sound like water bubbling out of a bottle: also, an instru- 
ment used for smoking through water in the East Indies, 
talled likewise a caloon, and hooker. 

Hussos. A noise, riot, or disturbance. 

HuckLeE My Burr. Beer, egg, and brandy, made hot. 

Hucxsters, Itinerant retailers of provisions. He is in 
hucksters’ hands; he is in a bad way. 

Hur. To lash. The cove was hued in the naskin ; the rogue 
was soundly lashed in bridewell, Cant. 

Hurr. To reprove, or scold at, any one: also, to bluster, 
bounce, ding, or swagger. A captain huff; a noted bully. 
To stand the huff; to be answerable for the reckoning in a 
public house. 

-‘Huc. To hug brown bess; to carry a firelock, or serve as 
a private soldier. He hugs it as the Devil hugs a 
witch ; said of one who holds any thing as if he were afraid 
of losing it. | | 

Huccer Muacer. By stealth, privately, without making 
an appearance. They spent their money in a hugger mug- 
ger way. 

HULKy, or HULKING. A great huiky fellow; an overgrown 
clumsy lout or fellow. 
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Hum, or Humsuc. To deceive, or impose on any one by 
some story or device. A humbug; a jocular imposition, or 
deception. To hum and haw; to hesitate in speech: also, 
to delay, or be with difficulty brought to consent to any 
matter or business. 

Hum Box. A pulpit. 

Hum Cap. Very old and strong beer; called, also, stingo. 
See STINEO. 

Hum Drom. A hum drum fellow; a dull tedious narrator, 
a bore: also, a set of gentlemen "who (Bailey says) used to 
meet near the Charter-house, or at the King’s Head, in St. 
John’s Street, who had more of pleasantry, and less of mys- 
tery, than the Freemasons. 

Hum DurcEoN. An imaginary illness. He has got the hum 
durgeon, the thickest part of his thigh is nearest his a-se ; 
i.e. nothing ails him except low spirits. 

HumMER. A great lie, arapper. See RAPPER. 

Hummums. A bagnio, or bathing-house. ; 

Hume. To hump; once a fashionable term for copulation. 

Humpty Dumpty. A little humpty dumpty man or woman ; 

a short, clumsy person of either sex: also, ale boiled with 
brandy. 

Hus. "Peroni at church. There is a great number of hums 
in the autem; there is a great congregation in the church. 
Humstrum. A musical instrument made of a mopstick, a 
bladder, and some packthread, thence also called a bladder — 
and string and hurdy-gurdy: it is played on like a violin, 
which is sometimes ‘ludicrously called a humstrum: some- 

times, instead of a bladder, a tin canister is used. , 

Huncu. To jostle or thrust. 

HIUNCH-BACKED. Hump-backed. 

Hune Beer. A dried bull’s pizzle. How the dubber served 
the cull with hung beef; how the turnkey beat the fellow 
with a bull’s pizzle. 

Hunks. A covetous iniserable fellow, a miser: also, the 
name of a famous bear mentioned by Ben Jonson. 

HUNTING. Drawing in unwary persons to play or game. 
Cant. 

HUNTSUP. The reveille of huntsmen, sounded on the French 
horn, or other instrument. 

Hurpy Guepy. A kind of fiddle, originally made, perhaps, 
out of a gourd. See HUMSTRUM. 

Hurty Burty. A rout, riot, bustle, or confusion. 

Husu. Hush the cull; murder the fellow. 

Hush Money. Money given to hush up or conceal a rob- 
bery, theft, or any other offence, or to take off the evidence 
. from appearing against a criminal. 


Hussy. An abbreviation of housewife; but now always used 
12 
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asaterm of reproach: as, How now, hussy? or, She is a 
light hussy. | 
Huzza. Said to have been originally the cry of the huzzars, 
, or Hungarian light horse; but now the national shout ‘of 
the English, both civil and military: in the sea phrase termed 
a cheer; to give three cheers being to huzza thrice. 
Hyp. The hypochondriac ; low spirits. He is hypped; he 
has got the blue devils, &c. | 
Hyp, or Hip. A mode of calling to any one passing by. Hip, 


Michael, your head’s on fire; a piece of vulgar wit to a red 
haired man. : 
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JABBER. To talk thick and fast, as great praters usually 
do; to chatter, like a magpie: also, to speak a foreign lan- 
guage. He jabbered to me in his damned outlandish parlez 
vous, but I could not understand him; he chattered to me 
in French, or some other foreign language, but I could not 
understand him. 

Jack. A farthing. A small bowl, serving as the mark for 
bowlers. An instrument for pulling off boots. 

Jack. A post-chaise. Cant. 

Jack ADAMs. A fool. Jack Adams’s parish ; Clerkenwell. 

JACKANAPES, Anape. A pert, ugly, little fellow. 

JACKED. Spavined. A jacked horse. 

JaAcKET. To jacket a person, or clap a jacket on him, is 
nearly synonymous with bridging him. See BRIDGE. But 
this term is more properly applied to removing a man by 
underhand and vile means from any birth or situation he 
enjoys, commonly with a view to ‘supplant him; therefore, 
when a person is supposed to have fallen a victim to such 
infamous machinations, it is said to have been a jacketting 
concern. | 


JACK IN A Box. A sharper, or cheat. A child.in the mother’s 
wonib, 
JACK IN AN OFFick. An insolent fellow in authority. 


Jack Ketcu. The hangman, Vide DERRICK and KEeTcu 
JACKMEN. See JARKMEN. 


Jack NASTY Fack.. A sea term, signifying a common 
sailor. 

JacK oF Lecs. A tall long-legged man: also, a giant said to 
be buried in Weston-church-yard, near Baldock, in Hertford- 
shire, where there are two stones fourteen feet distant, 
said to be the head and feet stones of his grave. ‘This 
giant, says Salmon, as fame goes, lived in a wood here, and 
was a great robber, but a generous one; for he plundered 
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the rich to feed the poor. He frequently took bread for 
this purpose from the Baldock bakers, who, catching him 
at an advantage, put out his eyes, and afterwards hanged 
‘him upon a kuoll in Baldock-field. At his death, he made 
one request, which was, that he might have his bow and 
arrow put into his hand, and, on shooting it off, where the 
arrow fell they would bury him; which being granted, 
the arrow fell in Weston-church-yard. Above seventy years 
ago, a very large thigh-bone was taken out of the church 
chest, where it had lain many years for a show, and was sold 
by the clerk to Sir John Tradescant, who, it is said, put it 
among the rarities of Oxford. 

Jack PuppDING. The merry-andrew, zany, or jester, to a 
mountebank. 

JAcK RoBINsoN. Before one could say Jack Robinson; a 
saying to express a very short time; originating from a 
very volatile gentleman of that appellation, who would call 
on his neighbours, and begone before his name could .be 
announced. 

JacK SpRAT. A dwarf, or diminutive fellow. 

Jack Tar. A sailor. 

JacK WEIGHT. A fat man. 

JAcK WHoreE. A large, masculine, overgrown wench. 

JACKY. Gin. Speaking of the Seven Dials, the author of 
Randall (a Fragment) poetically says, 

“ ’Tis 
Where Jacky ’s drank until the senses reel ; 
Where Beauty ’s bashful, and where Wit’s genteel.” 
tule Randall’s Diary. 


Jacos. A soft fellow, a fool, a spooney, or innocent. ° 

Jacos. A ladder; perhaps from Jacob’s dream. Cant. 
Also, the common name for a jay; jays being usually taught 
to say, Poor Jacob! a cup of sack for Jacob. 

JACOBITES. Sham or collar shirts: also, partizans for the 
Stuart family ; from the name of the abdicated king, i. e. 
James, or Jacobus. . 

JavE. A term of reproach to women, 

JacGus. Aditch; perhaps, from jakes. 

JAIL BIRDS. Prisoners. 

JAKES. A house of office, a cacatorium. 

JAMMED. Hanged. Cant. 

JANIZARIES. ‘The mob, sometimes so called: also, bailiffs, 
their setters, and followers. | 

JAPANNED. Ordained. To be japanned ; to enter into holy 
orders, to become a clergyman, to put on the black cloth; — 
from the colour of the japan ware, which is black. 

JARK. A seal. ; 

JARKMEN. Those who fabricate counterfeit passes, licenses, 
and certificates, for beggars. 


JL 


JARVIS, or Jakvy. A hackney coachman. Cant. 

JASON’S FLEECE. A citizen cheated of his gold. 

-Jaun. Todiscover, Scotch cant. 

Jaw. Speech, discourse. Give us none of your jaw; let us 
have none of your discourse. A jaw-me-dead ; a talkative 
fellow. Jaw work; a cry used in fairs by the sellers 
ef nuts. 

JAWING TACKLE ON BoaRD. To be saucy or impudent. 
Sea slang. 

JAzEY. A bob wig. , 

IpEA-Pot. The knowledge-box, the head. See KNOWLEDGE- 
Box. 

JEFFY. It will be done in a jeffy ; it will be done in a short 
space of time, in an instant. 

JEHU. To drive Jehu-like; to drive furiously ; from a king 

of Israel of that name, who was a famous charioteer, and 
mentioned as such in the Bible. 

Jem. Agoldring. Cant. | 

JEmMMY. Accrow. This instrument is much used by house- 
breakers. Sometimes called Jemmy Rook. 

JEMMY FELLow. A smart spruce fellow. 

JENNY. An instrument for lifting up the grate or top of a 
show-glass, in order to rob it. . Cant. . , 

JERRY. A fog or mist. Cant. 

JERRYCUMMUMBLE. To shake, towzle, or tumble about. 

JERRY SNEAK. A henpecked husband; from a celebrated 
character in one of Mr. Foote’s plays, representing a man 
governed by his wife. : 

JessaMy. A smart, jemmy fellow, a fopling. 

Jesuir. See Box THE JESUIT. 

JESUITICAL. Sly, evasive, equivocal. A jesuitical answer ; 
an equivocal answer. 

Jet. A lawyer. Autem jet; a parson. 

Jew. A tradesman who has no faith; 3. e. will not give credit. 

Jgw’s Eve. “ That’s worth a Jew’s eye;” a pleasant or agree- 
able sight : a saying taken from Shakspeare. 

JIBBER THE KIBBER. A method of deceiving seamen, by 
fixing a candle and lanthorn round the neck of a horse, one 
of whose fore feet is tied up; this, at night, has the appear- 
ance of a ship’s light. Ships bearing towards it, run on 
shore, and, being wrecked, are plundered by the inhabitants. 
This diabolical device, it is said, has been practised by the 
inhabitants of our western coasts. 

Jic. Atrick. A pleasant jig; a witty arch trick : also, a 
lock or door. The feather-bed jig; copulation. 

JiGGER. A whipping-post: also, adoor. Sea cant. 

Jit. A tricking woman, who encourages the addresses of a 
man whom she means to deceive and abandon. 
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JILTED. Rejected by a woman who has encouraged a man’s 
advances, 

JINGLE Boxes. Leathern jacks tipped with silver, and hung 
with bells, formerly in use among fuddle caps. Cant. 

JINGLE Brains. A wild, thoughtless, rattling, fellow. 

JINGLERS. Horse cosers, frequenting country fairs. 

IgnorAMus. A stupid fellow,. Oo 

IMposT TAKERS. Usurers who attend the gaming-tables, and 
lend money at great premiums. 

ImpoRE. A modern term for a lady of easy virtue. 

INCHING. Encroaching. 

Inpra Wire. A silk handkerchief. 

InpdiEs. Black Indies; Newcastle. 

INDORSER. A sodomite. To indorse with a cudgel; to drub 
or beat a man over the back with a stick, to lay cane upon 
Abel. 

INEXPRESSIBLES. Breeches. 

Init. To let another partake of any benefit or acquisition 
you have acquired by robbery, or otherwise, is called putting 
him in it: a family-man who is accidentally witness to a 
robbery, &c. effected by one or more others, will say to the 
latter, Mind, I’m in it ; which is generally acceded to, being 
the established custom; but there seems more of courtesy 
than right in this practice. 

INKLE WEAVERS. Supposed to be a very brotherly set of 
people; “ as great as two inkle weavers” being a proverbial 
saying. 

INLAID. Well inlaid; in easy circumstances, rich or well to 
pass. | 

INNOCENTS. One of the innocents; a weak or simple person, 
man or woman. : 

INSIDE AND OuTSIDE. The inside of a **** and the outside 
of a gaol, 

IN THE WIND. Drunk. Sea term. 

In Town. Flush of money; breeched. 

Jos. <A guinea, Any concerted robbery, which is to be ex- 
ecuted at a certain time, is spoken of by the parties as the 

job, or having a job to do at such a place ; and in this case 
as regular preparations are made, and as great debates held, 
as about any legal business undertaken by the industrious 
part of the community. 

Jos. Any robbery. To doa job; to commit some kind of 


Jos. To reprove or reprehend. Cambridge term. 
JoOBATION. A reproof. | 
JOBBERNOLE. The head. 
Jop’s ComrortT. Reproof instead of consolation. 
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Jop’s COMFORTER. One who brings news of some additiorral 
misfortune. 

Jos’s Dock. He is laid up in Job’s dock ; i.e. ina salivation. 
The apartments for the foul or venereal patients in St. Bar- 
tholomew’s hospital are called Job’s ward. 

Jock, or CROWDY-HEADED Jock. A jeering appellation for 
a north country seaman, particularly a collier; Jock being 
a common name, and crowdy the chief food, of the lower 
order of the people in Northumberland. 

Jock, or JocKUM-cLOY. To enjoy a woman. 

Jockum Gace. ‘A chamber-pot, jordan, looking-glass, or 
member-mug. Cant. 

Jocc-TrotT. To keep on a jogg-trot; to get on with a slow 
but regular pace. 

Jocurz. A shilling. Cant. ‘ 

JOHNNY-Bum. A he or jack ass: so called by a lady that 
affected to be extremely polite and modest, who would not say 
Jack because it was vulgar, nor ass because it was indecent. 

JoHNNY-Raw. A gawky countryman; as stupid as a waggon- 
horse. = 

Joint. To hit a joint in carving, the operator must think of 
a cuckold. To put one’s nose out of joint; to rival one in 
the favour of a patron or mistress. 

JoLty Doc. A merry facetious fellow; a bon vivant, who 
never flinches from his glass, nor cries to go home to bed. 
JoLuy, or Jouuy Nos. The head. Ill lump your jolly nob 

for you; I’ll give you a knock on the head. 

JoLTER HEAD. A large head; metaphorically a stupid fellow. 

JONNOK. Game, upto the mark. He 1s jonnok; meaning a 
good man. Lan. dialect. 

JORDAN. A chamber-pot. 

JorumM. A jug, or large pitcher. 

JOSEPH. A woman’s great coat: also, a sheepish bashful 
young fellow: an allusion to Joseph who fled from Poti- 
phar’s wife. You are Josephus rex; you are jo-king, i.e. 
joking. | , 

JosKiIn. Acountryman. The drop-cove maced the joskin of 
twenty quid; the ring-dropper cheated the countryman of 
twenty guineas. 

Jowt. The cheek. Cheek by jowl; close together, or check 
to cheek. My eyes, how the cull sucked the blowen’s jowl ; 
he kissed the wench handsomely. | 

IRisH APRICOTS. Potatoes. It is a common joke against the 
Irish vessels to say they are loaded with fruit and timber ; 
that is, potatoes and broomsticks. Irish assurance; a bold 
forward behaviour: as, being dipped in the river Styx was 

formerly supposed to render persons invulnerable, so it is 
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said that a dip ia the river Shannon totally annihilates bash- 

. fulness ; whence arises the saying of an impudent Irishman, 
that he has been dipped in the Shannon. 

Irish BEAuTYy. A woman with two black eyes. 

Irish Lecs. Thick legs, jocularly styled the Irish arms. 
It is said of the Irish women, that they have a dispensation 
from the Pope to wear the thick end of their legs down- 
wards. 

Iron. Money in general. ‘To polish the king’s iron with one’s 
eyebrows; to look out of grated or prison windows, or, as 
the Irishman expresses them, the iron glass windows. Iron 
doublet; a prison. See STONE DOUBLET. 

IRONMONGER’s SHop. To keep an ironmonger’s shop by the 
side of a common, where the sheriff sets one up; to be 
hanged in chains. Iron-bound; laced. An iron-bound hat; 
a silver-laced hat. 

IsLAND. He drank out of the bottle till he saw the island ; 
the island is the rising bottom of a wine-bottle, which ap- 
pears like an island in the centre, before the bottle is quite 
empty. | 

Ise oF BisHop. So named from the good orthodox mead, 
composed of port wine and roasted oranges or lemons. 
Oxf. Univ. cant. 

IsLE oF BuLL-Docs. From the satellites in the proctor’s 
hemisphere. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

IsLE OF Fiip. From the generous fluid that springeth from 
eggs and sherry. Oxf. Univ. cant. . 

IsLz OF MATRICULATION. First entrance into the Universi- 
ty. Oxf. cant. 

ITCHLAND, or SCRATCHLAND. Scotland. 

Jupce. A family-man, whose talents and experience have 
rendered him a complete adept in his profession, and who: 
acts with a systematic prudence on all occasions, is allowed 
to be, and called by his friends, a fine judge. 

JUDGEMENT. Prudence; economy iu acting; abilities (the 
result of long experience) for executing the most intricate 
and hazardous projects; any thing accomplished in a 
masterly manner is, therefore, said to have been done with 
judgement: on concerting or planning any operations, one 
party will say, I think it would be judgement to do so and 
so, meaning expedient to do it. 

Jupy. A blowen; but sometimes used when speaking famili- 
arly of any woman. 

JUuGELow. A dog. 

JuccLER’s Box. The engine for burning culprits in the hand. 
Cant. 

Jukrum. A license. 

JUMBLEGUT-LANE. A rough road or lane. 
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Jump. The jump, or dining-room jump; a species of rob- 

__-bery effected by ascending a ladder placed, by a sham lamp- 
lighter, against the house intended’ to be robbed. It is so 
called because, should the lamp-lighter be put to flight, the 
thief who ascended the ladder has no means of escaping but 
that of jumping down. 

JUMPERS, Persons who rob houses by getting in at the win- 
dows: also, a set of Methodists established in South Wales : 
also, a ten-penny piece. Scotch cant. 

JUNIPER LECTURE. A round scolding bout. 

Jury Lee. A wooden leg: in allusion toajury mast, which is 
a temporary substitute for a mast carried away by a storm, 
or any other accident. Sea phrase. 3 

Jury Mast. A journiere mast; i.e. a mast for the day or 

* occasion. | 

JustT-ass. A punning appellation for a justice. 

Ivorres. Teeth.. How the swell flashed his ivories; how the 
gentleman showed his teeth. To sluice the ivories; to 
drink. : , 

Ivy Busu. Like an owl in an ivy bush; a simile for a 
meagre or weasel-faced man, with a large wig, or very busby 
hair. a 3 
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KATE. A picklock. “Tis a rum kate ; it is a clever picklock. 
Cant. 

KEEL BuLiigs. Men employed to load and unload the coal 
vessels. a 
KEELHAULING. -A punishment in use among the Dutch sea- 
men, in which, for certain offences, the delinquent is drawn 
once, or oftener, under the ship’s keel: ludicrously defined, 

undergoing a great hard-ship. 

Keep. To inhabit. L—d, where do you keep? i.e. where 
are your rooms? Academical phrase. Mother, your 
tit won’t keep; your daughter will not preserve her 
virginity. 

KEEPING CULLY. One who keeps a mistress, as he supposes, 
for his own use, but really for that of the public. 

KEEP IT uP. To prolong a debauch. We kept it up 
finely last night: metaphor drawn frem the game of shut- 
tlecock. 

KerrsL. A horse. Welch. 

are A hat. To kelp a person, is to move your hat 
to him, 

KELTER. Condition, order. Out of kelter; out of order. 

KELTER. Money. 
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Kemp’s Morris. William Kemp, said to have been the ori- 
ginal Dogberry, in Much Ado about Nothing, danced a 
morris from London to Norwich in nine days: of which he 
printed the account, A. D. 1600, entitled, “‘ Kemp's Nine 
Days’ Wonder,” &c. | 

Kemp’s SHOES. Would I had Kemp’s shoes to throw after 
you. Ben Jonson. Perhaps Kemp was a man remarkable 
for his good luck or fortune; throwing an old shoe or shoes 
‘after any one going on an important business, being, by the 
vulgar, rieeied lucky. Obsolete. 

KEN. A house. A bob ken, or a bowman ken.;. a well fur- 
nished house: also, a house that harbours thieves. Biting 
the ken; robbing the house. Cant. 

KEN MILLER, or KEN CRACKER. A housebreaker. Cant. 

KENT. A coloured pocket handkerchief of cotton or linen. 

KENT-STREET EJECTMENT. To take away the street door: a 
method practised by the landlords in Kent-street, South- 
wark, when their tenants are above a fortnight’s rent in 
arrear. | | | | 

Kerry SEcuriTy. Bond, pledge, oath, and keep the money. 

Ketcu. Jack Ketch; a general name for the finishers of 
the law, or hangmen, ever since the year 1682, when 
the office was filled by a famous practitioner of that name, 
of whom his wife said, that any bungler might put a man 
to death, but only her husband knew how to make a gentle- 
man die sweetly. This officer is mentioned in Butler’s 
Ghost, page 54, published about 1682, in the following 
lines : 


« Till Ketch, observing he was chous‘d, 
And in his profits much abus’d, 
Iu open hall the tribute dunn’d, 
To do his office, or refund.” 


Mr. Ketch had not long been elevated to his office; for the 
name of his predecessor, Dun, occurs in the former part of 
this poem, page 29: 


“ For you yourself to act squire Dun, 
Sach ignominy ne’er saw the eun. 


The addition of ‘ squire,” with which Mr. Dun is here dig- 
nified, is a mark that he had beheaded some state criminal 
for high treason ; an operation which, aecording to custom, 
for time out of mind, has always entitled the operator to 
that distinction. The predecessor of Dun was Gregory- 
Brandon, from whom the gallows was called the Gregorian 
tree; by which name it is mentioned in the prologue to 
Mercurius Pragmaticus, tragi-comedy, acted at Paris, &c 
1641 : 
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« This trembles under the black rod, and he 
Doth fear his fate from the Gregorian-tree.” 


: Gregory Brandon sueceeded Derrick. See DERRICK. 
KETTLE Drums. Cupid’s kettle drums; a woman’s breasts ; 
called by sailors chest and bedding. ; 
KETTLE OF Fish. When a person has perplexed his affairs 
in general, or any particular business, he is said to hav 
made a fine kettle of fish of it. 
Kick. A sixpence, when speaking of compound sums only : 

as, three and a kick, is three and sixpence, &c. 

KICKERAPOO. Dead. Negro word. 

Kicks. . Breeches, A high kick ; the top of the fashion. It 
is all the kick ; it is the present mode. Tip us your kicks, 
we'll have them as well as your lour; pull off your breeches, 
for we must have them as well as your money. A kick in 
the guts; a dram of gin or any other spirituous liquor. A 
kick up; a disturbance: also, a hop, or dance. An odd 
kick in one’s gallop ; a strange whim or peculiarity. 

KICKSEYS. Breeches. 

Kicxsuaws. French dishes; corruption of quelque chose. 

Kick THE Bucket. Todie. Hekicked the bucket one day ; 
he died one day. To kick the clouds before the hotel door; 
i. e. to be hanged. 

Kip. A little dapper fellow. A child. The blowen has 
napped the kid ; the girl is with child : also, a child of either 
sex ; but particularly applied to a boy who commences thief 
at an early age; and when, by his dexterity, he has become 
famous, he is called, by his acquaintance, the kid so and 
so, mentioning his sirname. 

Kip. To coax, or wheedle, to inveigle, to amuse a man, OF 
divert his attention while another robs him. The sneaksman 
kidded the cove of the ken, while his pall frisked it ; 
the thief amused the master of the house, while his com- 
panion robbed it. :; ; 

KipDER. A forestaller. See CRockeR. Kidders are also 
persons employed by the gardeners to gather peas. 

Kippy. A thief of the lower order, who, when he is 
breeched, by a course of successful depredation, dresses in 
the extreme of vulgar gentility, and affects a knowingness in 
his air and conversation, which renders him, in reality, an 
object of ridicule; such a one is pronounced, by his asso- 

. ciates of the same class, a flash kiddy, or a rolling kiddy. 
My kiddy is afamiliar term used by these gentry in address- 
ing each other. — 

Kippy Nipeers. Tailors out of work, who cut off the 
waistcoat pockets of their brethren, when cross-legged on 
their board, thereby grabbling their bit. Cant. 

Kip LAy. Rogues who make it their business to defraud 
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young apprentices, or errand-boys, of goods committed to 
their charge, by prevailing on them to execute some trifling 
message, pretending to take care of their parcels till they 
come back: these are, in cant terms, said to be on the 
kid lay. 

KIDNAPPER. Originally, one who stole or decoyed children 
or apprentices from their parents or masters, to send them 
to the colonies; called, also, spiriting: but now used for all 
recruiting crimps for the king’s troops, or those of the East 
India Company, and agents for indenturing servants for the 
plantations, &c. 

KIDNEY. Disposition, principles, humour. Of a strange 
kidney ; of af odd or unaccountable humour. A man of a 
different kidney; a man of different principles. 

Kipric. Meeting a child in .the streets, who is going 
on some errand, and, by a false, but well fabricated, story, 
obtaining any parcel or goods it may be carrying: . this 
game is practised by two persons, who have each their 


respective parts to play, and even porters and other grown — 


persons are sometimes defrauded of their load by this arti- 
fice. To kid a person out of any thing, is to obtain it 
from him by means of a false pretence; as, that you were 
sent by a third person, &c.: such impositions are all gene- 
rally termed the kidrig. 

Kin’s Ey. A fi'penny piece. Scotch cant. 

KILKENNY. An old frieze coat. | 

KILL DEvit. New still-burnt rum. 

KILL Priest. Port wine. ‘ 

KiIMBAW. To trick, cheat, or cozen: also, to beat, or to 
bully. Let’s kimbaw the cull; let’s bully the fellow. 
To set one’s arms a-kimbaw, vulgarly pronounced a-kimbo, 
is, to rest one’s hands on the hips, keeping the elbows 
square, and sticking out from the body; an insolent, bully- 
ing attitude. Cant. 

KINCHIN. A little child. Kiochin coves; orphan. beggar 
boys, educated in thieving. Kinchin morts; young girls 
under the like circumstances and training. Kinchin 
morts, or coves in slates; beggars’ children carried at 
their mother’s backs in sheets. Kinchin cove; a little man. 
Cant. 

KINGDOM COME. He is gone to kingdom come ; he is dead. 

KING Joun’s MEN. He is one of King John’s men, eight 
score to the hundred: a saying of a little undersized 
man. 

KING OF THE GypstEs. The captain, chief, or ringleader, 


of the gang of misrule: in the cant language called also the 
upright man. 
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KING’s BAD BARGAIN. One of the king’s bad bargains; a 
malingeror, or soldier, who shirks his duty. 

K1ne’s HeaD INN, or CHEQUER INN, IN NEWGATE STREET. 
The prison of Newgate. 

KINe’s PicruREs. Coin, money. 

Kine’s PLATE. Fetters. ' 

KINGswoop Lion. An ass. Kingswood is famous for the 
number of asses kept by the colliers who inhabit that 
place. | | 

ante The skin of a large calf, in the language of the excise- 
office. 

Ki1pPING. Playing the truant. Scotch term. 

Kisstnc Crust. That part where the loaves have touched 
the oven. 

Kiss MINE A-sk. - An offer, as Fielding observes, ‘‘ very fre- 
quently made, but never, as he could learn, literally accept- 
ed.” A kiss mine a~se fellow; a sycophant. 

Kir. A dancing-master; so called from his kit or cittern, a 
small fiddle, which dancing-masters always carry about 
with them, to play to their scholars, The kit is likewise 
the whole of a soldier’s necessaries, the contents of his 
knapsack; and is used also to express the whole of dif- 
ferent commodities; as, Here, take the whole kit; i. e. 
take all. | — 

KITCHEN Puysic. Food, good meat roasted or boiled. A 
little kitchen physic will set him up; he has more need of a 
cook than a doctor. . 3 

KITTLE PITCHERING. A jocular method of hobbling or 
bothering a troublesome teller of long stories: this is 
done by contradicting some very immaterial: circumstance 
at the beginning of the narration, the objections to 
which being settled, others are immediately started to 
some, new particular of like consequence; thus impeding, 
or, rather, not suffering him to enter into, the main 
story. Kittle pitchering is often practised in confederacy, 
one relieving the other, by which the design is rendered less 
obvious, . | 

Kittys. Effects, furniture, stock in trade. To seize one’s 
kittys ; to take his sticks. 

KNACK SHop. A toy-shop, a nick-nack-atory. + 

Knap. To steal, take, receive, accept, according to the 
sense it is used in: as, to knap a clout, is to steal a 
pocket-handkerchief: to knap the swag from your pall, 
is to take from him the property he has just stolen, for 
the purpose of carrying it: to knap seven or fourteen pen’- 
worth, is to receive sentence of transportation for seven 
or fourteen years: to knap the glim, is to catch the vene- 
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real disease : in making a bargain, to knap the sum offered 
you, is to accept it; speaking of a woman, supposed to be 
pregnant, it is common to say, I believe Mr. Knap is con- 
cerned, meaning that she has knapp’d. 

KNAPPERS PoLt. A sheep’s head. Cant. 

KNAPPING A JACOB FROM A DuNAGAN-DRAG. This is a cu- 
rious species of robbery, or, rather, borrowing without 
leave, for the purpose of robbery; it signifies taking 
away the short ladder from a nightman’s cart, while the 


men are gone into a house, the privy of which they are 


employed in emptying, in order to effect an ascent toa 
one-pair-of-stairs window, to scale a garden-wall, &c. after 
which the ladder, of course, is left to rejoin its master as 
. it can. 

KNAVE IN GRAIN. A knave of the first rate: a phrase bor- 
rowed from the dyehouse, where certain colours are said to 
be in grain, to denote their superiority, as being died with 
cochineal, called grain. Knave in grain is likewise a pun 
applied to a cornfactor or miller. 

KNIGHT AND Barrow Pic, more hog than gentleman. A 
saying of any low pretender to precedency. 

KNIGHT OF THE BLADE. A bully. 

KNIGHT OF THE Post. A false evidence, one that is ready to 
swear any thing for hire. 

KNIGHT OF THE RAINBow. A footman: from the variety of 


colours in the liveries and trimming of gentlemen of that | 


cloth. 

KNIGHT OF THE Roap. A highwayman. 

KNIGHT OF THE SHEARS. AA tailor. 

KNIGHT OF THE THIMBLE, or NEEDLE. A tailor, or stay- 
maker. 

KNIGHT OF THE TRENCHER. A great eater. 

KNIGHT OF THE Wuip. A coachman. 

Knos. The head. See Nos. 

Knock. To knock a woman; to have carnal knowledge of her. 
To knock off; to conclude: phrase borrowed from the 
blacksmith. To knock under; to submit. 

KNOCK ME DOWN. Strong ale or beer, stingo. 

Knot. A crew, gang, or fraternity. He has tied a knot with 
his tongue, that he cannot untie with his teeth; i.e. he is 
married, 

KNOWING ONES. Sportsmen on the turf, who, from expe- 
rience, and an acquaintance with the jockeys, are supposed 
to be in the secret, that is, to know the true merits or pow- 
ers of each horse ; notwithstanding which, it often happens 
that the knowing ones are taken in. 

KNOWLEDGE-Box. The head. 

KNUCKLE. To pick pockets, but chiefly applied to the more 


Al 


L A M 


refined branch of that art, namely, extracting notes,: loose 
cash, &c. from the waistcoat or breeches pockets, whereas 
buzzing is used in a more general sense. See Buz. 
KNUCKLE-DABS, or KNUCKLE-CONFOUNDERS. Ruffles, 
KNUCKLE ONE’s WIPE. To steal his handkerchief. 
KNUCKLES. Pickpockets who attend the avenues to public 
places to steal pocket-books, watches, &c. a superior kind 
of pickpockets. To knuckle to; to submit. 
KoNoBLIN Ric. Stealing large pieces of coal from coal-sheds. 
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LACED Mutton. A cyprian. 

Lacine. Beating. I'll lace your jacket handsomely. 

LapperR. To go up theladder to rest; to be hanged. 

Lapy. A crooked or hump-backed woman. 

LapDyBIRDs, Light or lewd women; generally applied to 
those who sport their toggery in the saloons. 

Lavy Dacre’s WINE. Gin. 

Lapy OF Easy ViRTUE. A woman of the town, an impure. 

Lac. A man transported. The cove was lagged for a drag; 
the man was transported for stealing something out of a 
waggon. 

Lac. Water. Cant. 

Lac. A transport. Cant. 

Lac. To drop behind, to keep back. Lag last; the last 
of a company. 

Lac Fever. A term of ridicule applied to men who, being 
under sentence of transportation, preted illness, to avoid 
being sent from gaol to the hulks. 

LacceER. A sailor. 

LacGine DuEs. When a person is likely to be transported, 
the flash people observe, lagging dues will be concerned. 
LaGGING MATTER. Crimes which render persons liable to 

be transported. 

Lac or Dups. A buck of linen. 

Lae Sutp. A vessel chartered by government for the con- 
veyance of convicts to Botany Bay. 

LAID ON THE SHELF, or LAID UP IN LAVENDER. Pawned. 

Lams, or LAMBASTE. To beat. Lamb pye; a beating: 
from lambo. 

LAMBSKIN MEN. The judges: from their robes lined and 
bordered with ermine. | 

Lamp’s Woot. Apples roasted and put in strong ale. 

Lame Ducks. Defaulters at the Stock Exchange. 

Lamp. An eye. The cove has a queer lamp; the man 
has a blind or squinting eye. 
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. Lanp. How lies the land? How ‘stands the reckoning? 
Who has any land in. Appleby? questions asked the man 
‘at whose door the: glass stands long, or who does not cir- 
culate it in due time. se se 

Lanpb Lopers, or LAND LuBBERs.. Vagabonds lurking about 

'’ the country and who subsist by pilfering. | 

LAND oF INCUMBENTS. Good livings. Ozf. Univ. cant. 

LAND or PromisEs. The fair expectation cherished by a 
steady novice at Oxford. Univ. cant. meg 

LAND OF SHEEPISHNESS. School boy’s bondage. Oxf. Univ. 
cant, | 4 

LAND Pirates. Highwaymen. : 

Lanx SLEEVE. - The empty sleeve of a ope-armed man.. A 

” fellow with a lank sleeve ; a man who has lost an arm. 

LANSPRISADO. One who has only two pence in his pocket: 
also, a lance, or deputy corporal; that is, one doing the 
duty without the pay of a corporal. Formerly a lancier, or 
horseman, who, being dismounted. by ‘the death of his 
horse, served in the foot, by the title of lansprisado, or 

‘‘lancepesato, a broken lance. | 

LANTHORN-JAWED, Thin visaged: from their cheeks being 
‘almost transparent. Or else, lenten jawed; i.e. having 
the jaws of one emaciated by a too rigid observation of 
Lent. Dark lanthorn; a servant or agent at court, who 
receives a bribe for his principal or master. 

Lap. Butter-milk or whey. Cant. - 

LaRK. A boat. 7 -_ 

LARK. A piece of merriment. People playing together jo- 
cosely. Fun or sport of any kind, to create which it is 
termed, knocking up alark. | | 

Larry DuGAn’s EYE WaTeER. Blacking: Larry Dugan 
was a famous shoe-black at Dublin. Obsolete. a 

LatTcH. Let in. | 

. Latuy. Thin, slender. A Jathy wench; a girl almost as 

slender as a lath. er 

LatiraT. A nick name for an attorney; from the name of 
a writ. ) 

Laucu. To laugh on the wrong side of the mouth; to cry. 

~ Pil make him laugh on the wrong (or tother) side of his 
mouth, 

Launcu. The delivery, or labour, of a pregnant woman; 
a crying out or groaning. 

LAVENDER. Laid up in lavender; pawned. 

Law. To give law to a hare; a sporting term, signifying to 

~ give the animal a chance .of escaping, by not setting on 
the dogs till the hare is at some distance: it is also more 
figuratively used for giving any one a chance of succeeding 
in a scheme or project. 
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Lawrut BLANKET. A wife. 

Lawn. A white cambric handkerchief. , 

Lay. . Enterprise, pursuit, or attempt: to be sick of the 
lay. It also means a hazard or chance. He stands queer 
ay; i. e. he is in danger. Cant. — 

LaysTaLt, A dunghill aboat London, on which the soil 
brought ‘from necessary houses is emptied; or, in moré 
technical terms, where the old: gold, collected is weddings 
by the Tom t—d-man, is storéd.. 

LazyBones. An instrument like a pair of. tongs; for old of 
very fat people to take any thing from the ground without 
eons 

Lear. To go off with: the fall: of the leaf; to. be hanged: 
criminals in Dubtin being turned off fromthe outeide of 
‘the prison by the falling of a board, propped .up, and 
moving’on a hinge, like the Jeaf of a table. trish shale 

Leak. To make water. 

LEAKY. Apt to: ‘blab: one who cannot keep a “secret is 5 said 
to be leaky. 

LEAPING OVER THE SworD. - An ancient ceremonial, said to 
‘constitate a military marriage. A sword being laid. down 
on the groand, the parties to be married jain hands, when 
‘the cdtporal or serjeant of: the company repented these 

‘ words : wy FS Pe ee : 7 
Leap ogee, and jomp alias: <a . é 
And then you are married for evermore. 


| ‘Whereupon the happy couple jum oe hand j in hand,’ ‘over 
the sword, the dtum beating a ruffle; and. the parties’ were 
ever after ‘considered as man and wile. 

Leary Cove. Knowing. Down. Not to be done, Cant. 

Least 1N SicuT. To play least in sight; to bide, keep 
out of the way, or make one’s self scarce. | 

LEATHER. ‘To lose leather; to be galled with riding on 

, horseback, or, as the Scotch express it, to be saddle-sick. 
To leather, also, means to beat, perhaps originally with -a 
strap: Ill leather you to your heart’s content, -Leather- 
headed ; stupid. eathern conveniency ; term. used, {by 
Quakers for a stage-coach. | 

LEATHER-LANE. Paltry. Cant. : - 

LEAVE IT ALL TO THE Coox. Abit of flash, intending to 
denote judgement: as the cook is supposed td be the beat 
judge in dressing the meat, so a sporting man, when he 
refuses a bet that he thinks will-not answer his purpose, ‘he 
replies, in an ironical manner, ‘ I‘lE leave it all to the cook.” 

LrcH. A whim ’ of ‘the ‘amorous kind, out of the coinnion 
way. | 

Leery. On one’s guard. Sce PEERY. 
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LEFT-HANDED WIFE. A concubine: an allusion to an an- 
cient German custom, according to which, when a man 
married his concubine, or a woman greatly his inferior, 
he gave her his left hand. | ae. 

Lec. To make a leg; to bow. To give leg-bail and land- 
security; to run away. To fight at the leg; to take um 
fair advantages: it being held unfair by back-sword players 
to strike at the leg.. To break a leg:. a woman who has 
had a bastard, is said to have broken a leg. as 

Leccrrs. Sham leggers; cheats who pretend to sell smug» 
gled goods, but in reality only deal in shopkeepers old or 
damaged goods, . 2 af 

LENTEN FARE. Spare diet. a 

Let-LoosE-MartcH. At a bull bait, the dogs run in suc 
cession at the bull; but the dog that continues to attack 
the bull the longest without turning his back towards him, 
receives the silver collar. Cant. _ 

LETTER RACKET. Men or women of genteel address, going 
about to respectable houses with a letter or statement, 
detailing some case of extreme distress, as shipwreck, 
sufferings by fire, &c. by which many benevolent, but cre- 
dulous, persons are induced to relieve the fictitious wants 
of the impostors, who thus unfold a plausible tale of afflic- 
tion. This is termed the Letter Racket, which is daily 
practised in London. 

LEVANTING, or RUNNING A LEVANT. An expedient practised 
by broken gamesters: to retrieve themselves, and signifies 
to bet money at a race, cock-match, &c. without a shilling 
in their pocket to’ answer the event. ‘Fhe. punishment for 
this conduct in a public cockpit is rather curious: the 
offender is placed in a large basket, kept on purpose, which 
is hoisted up to the ceiling or roof of the building, 
and the party is there kept suspended, and exposed to 
derision during the pleasure of the company. — - 

LEVITE. A priest or parson. 

Lis, To lie together. Cant. 

LIBBEGE. A bed. Cant, 

LIBBEN. A private dwelling-house. Cant. 

LiBKEN. A house fo lie in. Cant. fees 

Lick. To beat: also, to wash, or to paint slightly over. 
Vl give you a good lick o’the chops; I'll give you a good 
stroke or blow on the face. Jack tumbled into a cow- 
t—d, and nastied his best clothes, for which his father 
stept up, and licked him neatly. ll Jick you! the dove- 
tail to which is, If you lick me all over, you:won’t miss 


CEum, : 





Lick SPITTLE. A parasite, or talebearer. | 
Lirz. By this term is meant the various cheats and decep- 
' K2 


LI@G 
tions practised by the designing part of mankind; a a person 
‘well versed in this kind of knowledge, is said to be one 
. that knows Jife; in other words, that knows the world. 
_ This is what Goldsmith defines to be a knowledge of human 
nature on the wrong side. 

Lirr. To give one a lift; to assist. A good hand at a dead 
lift; a good hand on an emergency. To lift one’s hand 
to one’s head; to drink to excess, or to cn drams. To 
lift or raise one’s elbow; the same. 

Lirr. See SHOPLIFTER, &e. 

LirreR. A crutch. 

Lic. Abed. See Lis. 

Licut Bos. A soldier of the Light Infantry Company. - 

Lieut Buue. Gin. Cant. 


“ Never again 
V'll cultivate light blue or brown inebriety.” 
Vide « The Fancy,” by Peter Corcoran. 


' « Taste for light blue and heavy wet, . 
Both say, with frowns, I soon shall get 
And both called that undoing.” 
Vide Randall’s 8 Scrap Book. 


‘ N at glass with Deudy's light blue bright’ning, 
But one with rays, the hues of lightning.” 
Ibid. 


“« My brain-bor:is airy 
With Deady’s light blue.” 
I 


. “ Thus strong to my mifid, tho' not to my sight, 
Is this glass of light blue I now grasp in my si m 
Ibid. 


“ 


| LIGHT-FINGERED. Thievish, apt to pilfer. 

_ Ligot-HEELED. Swift in running. A light-heeled. wench ; 
one who is apt, by the flying up of her heels, to fall flat on 
her back. A willing wench. 

Licut Housz. A man with a red fiery nose. 

LigHTMANS. The day. Cant. 

LIGHTNING. Gin. A flash of lightning; a glass of gin. 

Licut Troops. Lice: the light troops are in full march; 
the lice are crawling about. 

Licnt WeicHTs. A _ pugilistic expression for gentlemen 

_ under twelve stone. an 

“Lieut Wer. Gin. . Cant. 


‘ ary 


« Pare and clear rose the beads on the glass of light wet.” 
Vide Randall’s Scrap Book. 


- Oft with light wet have I fill’d my tumbler.” 
. Ibid. 
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LIKENESS. “A phrase used by thieves when the officers 
_ or turnkeys are examining their countenauces; as, the traps 
are taking our likenesses; the officers are attentively ob- 
serving us. : Ts aa 
LiLipuTiIAN. A diminutive man or woman: from Gulli- 
ver's Travels, written by Dean Swift, where an imaginary 
kingdom of ' dwarfs of that name is described. es 

LiLL.. A pocket-book. 

LiLty SHALLOW. A white driving hat. Whip slang. 

Lity WHITE. A chimney-sweeper. A man of colour. 

Limso. A prison, confinement. : 

LIMB OF THE Law.. An inferior or pettifogging attorney. 

Limss. Duke of limbs; a tall awkward fellow. : . 

LINE. -A term for the act.of coition between dog and bitch. . 

LINE. To get a man into a line; i.e. to divert his attention 
by a ridiculous or absurd story. To humbug. 

Link. To get a person in a line, or in a string, is to engage 
them in a conversation, while your confederate is robbing 
their person or premises. To banter or jest with a man 
by amusing him with false assurances or professions, is also 
termed stringing him, or getting him in tow. To keep 
any body in suspense on any subject without coming toa 
decision, is called keeping him in tow, in a string, or ina 
tow-line. To cut the line, or the string, is to put an end 
to the suspense in which you have kept any one, by telling 
him the plain truth, coming to a final decision, &c.. A 
‘person, who has been telling another a long story, until 
he is tired, or conceives his auditor has been all the while 
secretly laughing at him, will say at last, I’ve just dropped 
down, you've had me in a fine string, I think it’s time to 
cut it. On the other hand, the auditor, having the same 
opinion on his part, would say, Come, I believe you want 
to string me all night, I wish you'd cut it; meaning, con- 
clude the story at once. 

LINE OF THE OLD AuTHoR. A dram of brandy. 

LINEN ARMOURERS, Tailors. 

Linco. Language. An outlandish lingo; a foreign tongue. 
‘The parlez-vous lingo; the French language. 

Link. To turn outa pocket. Cant. 

Lion. To tip the lion; to squeeze the nose of the party tipped 
flat to his face with the thumb. To show the lions and tombs ; 
to point out the particular curiosities of any place, to act the 
cicerone: an allusion to Westminster Abbey, and the ‘Tower, 
where the tombs and lions are shown. Ai lion is also a name 
given by:the gownsmen of Oxford to an inhabitant or visiter. 
It is a standing joke among the city wits to send boys and 
country-folks,.on the first of April, to the Tower-ditch to 
see the lions washed. c | 
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Lip. A house. Cant. 

LisTENER, Theear. Cant. 

LitrLe BARBARY. Wapping. 

LITTLE BREECHES. A familiar appellation used to a little 


Lirtix CLERGYMAN. A young chimney-sweeper. 

LitTLE Ease. A _ small dark cell in Guildhall, London, 
where disorderly apprentices are confined by the city-cham- 
berlain; it is called Little Ease from its being so low that a 
lad cannot stand upright in it. _ | 

LitTLEGO VALE. Orderly step to the first examination. Oxf. 
Univ. cant. | —— 

LITTLE SNAKESMAN. A little boy who gets into a house 
through the sink-hole, and then opens the door for his 

accomplices: he is so called, from writhing and twisting 
like a snake, in order to work himself through the narrow 
passage. ' 

Live LumsBek. A term used by sailors, to signify all lands- 
men on board their ships. 

Live Stock. Lice or fleas. : 

Loar. To be in a bad loaf; to be in a disagreeable situation, 
‘or in trouble. . a | | 

- Los. A tillinatradesman’s shop. To frisk a lob; to rob a 

till, See FuasH PANNEY. a ° 

Los. Going on the lob; going into a shop to get change for 
gold, and secreting some of the change. — i 
Loscock. A large relaxed penis: also, a dull inanimate 
- fellow. 3 Ss | 
Losxin. A house to lie in: also, a lodging. | | 

‘LOBLOLLY Boy. A nick-name for the surgeon’s servant on 

- ‘board a man of war; sometimes for the surgeon himself : 
from the water-griel prescribed to the sick, which is called 
loblolly, cat a ae 

LogscousE. A dish much eaten at sea, composed of salt 

beef, biscuit, and onions, well peppered, and stewed toge- 
ther. ] — oT 

Los’s Pounp. A prison. Dr. Grey, in his notes on Hadi- 

bras, explains it to allude to one Doctor Lob, a dissenting 
preacher, who used to hold forth when conventicles were 
prohibited, and had made himself a retreat by means of a 
trap-door at the bottom of his pulpit. Once, being pursued 
by the officers of justice, they followed him through di- 
vers subterraneous passages, till they got into'a dark cell, 
whence they could not find their way out, but, calling to 
some of their companions, swore they had got into Lob’s 
Pound. , | | . eo 

LossTEr. — A nick-name for a soldier, from the colour of his 
clothes. To boil one’s lobster, for‘a churchman to be- 
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come a soldier; lobsters, which, are ef a bluish black, being 
‘made red by-boiliag. I will. got make a lobster-kettle of 
my ****, azeply frequently made by the nymphs of the 
Point at Portsmouth, when requested é a soldier to grant 
him a favour. - | 

Lock. A scheme, a mode. I must fight tbat lock; I must 
try that scheme. 

Lock. ‘Character. He stood a queer lock; he bore but an in- 
different character. A lock is also a buyer of stolen goods 
as well as the receptacle for them. 

LocKkgeRaM JAWED. Thin-faced, or lanthorn-jawed, See 
LANTHORN-JAWED. , 

Lock Hospitat, A hospital for venereal patients. 

Locksmitn’s DaucuTer. <A key. _ 

Locx-up-CuHovey. A covered cart, used by travelling haw- 
kers to convey their goods about the country, and which is 
secured by a door, loek, and key. 

Locx-up-Hotse. A spunging house; a public. Bade kept by 

_ sheriffs’ officers, to which they convey the persons they have 

arrested, where they practise every species of imposition 
and extortion with impunity : also, houses kept by. agents; 
or crimps, who enlist, or rather trepan,:men to serve the 
East India or African Companies as soldiers. _ 

LoDGING-SLUM. Hiring ready-furnished lodgings, and ‘trip- 

_ ping them of the plate, linen, and other valuable articles, . . 

LoGGERHEAD. A blockhead, or stupid fellow. We three 
loggerheads be; .a sentence. frequently written under two 
heads, and the reader by repeating it makes himself ,the 
third. A loggerhead is a double-headed, or bar shot of iran, 
To go.to Joggerheads; to fall to fi hting. 

Lott. - Mother’s loll; a favourite child, the mother’s darling. 

Lp_LL ToncuE. He has been playing a game at loll tongue; 
he has been salivated. 

Lo.uirors. Sweet lozenges purchased by children. 

Louupoop. A lazy, idle drone. 

LOMBARD FEVER. Sick of the Lombard fever; is e.. o ‘the 
idles. . 

Lone.. Great. A long price; a great price. 

Lone GALLERY. Throwing, or, rather, trundling, the ‘dice 
the whole length of the board. | 

Lone Hors. Johnson defines “a hope” to be any sloping 
plain between the ridges of mountains, At Oxford, it is 
the symbol of long expectations in studying for a degree. — 

Lone OnE. A hare; a term used by poachers. 

Loncs AND Broabs. Cards. 

Lonc Mgc. A jeering name for a very tall: woman; from one 
famous in story, called Long Meg of Westminster. 

Lone Suanks. " A long-legged person. 
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Lone Sromact. A voracious appetite. 

LONG-TONGUED. Loquacious, not able to keep a secret’ He 
‘is as long-tongued as Granny; Granny was an idiot who could 
lick her own eye. See GRANNY, 

LONG-WINDED. A long-winded parson; one who preached 
long tedious sermons. A long-winded paymaster ;: one me 
takes long credit. 

Loo. For the good of the loo; for the benefit ai me com- 
pany or community. 

Loopy. An awkward ignorant fellow. | ‘ 

Loox at A Puace. When a plan is laid for robbing a house, 
&c. upon the crack, or the screw, the parties will go.a short 
time before’ the execution, to examine the premises, and 
ae any necessary observations; this is called looking at a 

ace. 

acne AS IF ONE COULD NOT HELP IT. Looking like a 
simpleton, or as if one could not say boh! to a goose. 

LooKING-GLass. A chamber-pot, jordan, or member-mug. 

Look-ouT-HovuskEs. The look-out kept by ordained masters 
on defunct incumbents. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

Loon, or Lovt. A country bumpkin, or clown. 

LoonsLATE, Thirteen-pence-halfpenny. 

Loop:HoLe. An opening, or means of escape. To find a 
loop-hole in an act of parliament; i.e. a method of evading it. 

Lope. To leap, to run aney:: He loped down the dancers; 
he ran down stairs. 

Lop-sIDED. Uneven, having o one side larger or. . heavier than 
the other; boys’ paper kites are often said to be lop-sided. 
Lorp. A crooked or hump-backed man. These unhappy 
people afford great scope for vulgar raillery: such as, “ did 
you come'strait from home? if s0, you have got confound- 
edly bent by the way.” ‘‘ Don’t abuse the gemman,” adds 
a bystander,. “ he has been grossly insulted already; don’t 
you see his back is up?” Or some one asks him if the show 
is behind; ‘ because J : see,’ ? adds he, “ you have the drum 
at your back.” Another piece of vulgar wit is let loose on a 
deformed person; if met by a party of soldiers on their march, 
one of them observes that that gentleman is on his march too, 
for he has got his knapsack at his back. It is said in the 
British Apollo, that the title of lord was first given to de- 


formed persons in the reign of Richard LIT. from several per-. 


sons labouring under that misfortune being created peers by 
him; but it is more probably derived from the Greek word 
ropdos, crooked. 

Lounceg. A loitering place,\or gossiping shop. | , 

Lour. Money. Cané. 

Louse. .A gentleman's companion. He will never louse a eray 
head of his own; he will never live to be old.. 
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Lousg-Bac. A black bag worn to the hair or wig. 

Lousr-HovsE. The round house, cage, or any other place of 
confinement. ys an 7 ” 3G 

Louse-LavDER. AA stitch fallen ina stocking. 

Lousg-Lanb. Scotland. oo ay nan 

LousE-Trap. A small toothed eomb. so Von 

Lout. A clumsy stupid fellow. — - . 

LovE-BEGOTTEN CHIED.: -A bastard. : - - 

LowinG Ric. Stealing oxen or cows.’ 

Low Pap. A footpad. - oan. 

Low TIDE, or-Low WATER. - When there is no money in the 
pocket, 3 ss: ts 


® 


LowRE. Money. Cant. to x 

LusBBeR. An awkward fellow: a name given by sailors to 
landsmen. | - = 

Luck, or Goop Luck. To tread im a sirreverence, to be 
bewrayed; an allusion to the proverb, Sh-tt-n luck is good 
luck... : 

Lup’s BULWARK. Ludgate-prison. _ 

' ues. Ears, or wattles. See WATTLES. 

Luke. Nothing. Cant. i. 

LULLABY CHEAT. An infant. Cant. | 

LULLERS. Wet linen. Cant. 

LuLLY PRIGGERS. Thieves who steal wet linen: also, the 
lowest and meanest order of thieves, who go about decoying 
little children to some bye corner, and then rob them of 
their clothes. Cant. | 

Lums. Too much. | 

LUMBER. A room. | 

LuMBER. Live lumber;. soldiers or passengers on board a 
ship.are so called by the sailors. . | _ = 

LumMBER. To lumber any property, is to deposit it at a pawn- 
broker's, or elsewhere, . for present security; to,retire to any 
house, or private place for a short time, 1s called lumbering 
yourself. A man apprehended and sent to jail, is said to be 
lumbered, to be in lumber, or to be in Lombard-street. . 

LuMBER Hovusg. A house appropriated by thieves for the re- 
ception of their stolen property. | re 

LumBER Troop. A club or society of. citizens of London. 

Lump, To beat: also, to include a number of articles under 
one head. a. —— ) 

LumpeRs. Persons who contract to unload ships: also, 
thieves who lurk about wharfs to, pilfer goods from ships, — 
lighters, &c. Bee Boo 2. 8 

Lumpinec. Great. A lumping pennyworth; a great quan- 
tity for the money, a bargain. He has got a lumping 
pennyworth; frequently said of a man who marries a fat 
woman. ies 3 gi , , 
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Lump THE Lieuree. To be transported... 

Luau. . Harlequin. ss gay | 
Lurcu. To be left in the lurch; to be abandoned by agne’s 
confederates, or party, to be left in a scrape, , Cw on 
LuRcHED. Those who lose a game of whist without scoring 
five, are said to be lurched. _—__ eS 
LurcHer. A lurcher of the law; a bum bailiff, or his setter. 

Lurgixes. Money, watches, rings, or other moveables. 

Lusu. Strong beer, or drink of any kind. ss. HOt 

Lusu. To drink: speaking of a person who is drunk, they 
say, Alderman Lushington is concerned, or, he has been 
voting for the Alderman. s 

Lusu Cris, or KEN. A public-house. Cant. 


« Then blame me not kids, swells, or lads of the fancy, 
For opening a lush-crib in Chancery-lane,” &c. ; 
Randall's Farewell to the Ring, vide Randall's Diary. 


Lusuey. Drunk. The rolling kiddeys had a spree, and- got 
b——-y lushey ; the dashing lads went ona party of plea- 
sure, and got very drunk. — . fs : . 

LusHine Muzziz. A blow on the mouth. Sea term. 

Lyx. Chamber lye; urine. : 


M 


MACCARONI. An Italian paste made of flour and eggs : 
also, a fop; which name arose from a club, called the 
Maccaroni Club, instituted by some of the most dressy travel- 

led gentlemen about town, who led the fashions ;. whence 
a man foppishly dressed was supposed a member of that 

club, and, by contraction, stiled a Maccaroni. ; 

Mace. 'To mace a shopkeeper, ‘or gtve tt to him wpon 
‘the mace, is to obtain geods on credit, which you never 
mean to pay for; to run up a score with the same imten- 
tion, or to spunge upon your acquaintance, by continually 

‘begging or borrowing from them, is termed macing, oF 
striking the mace. : 

Mace Cove. A swindler, a sharper, acheat. On the mace; 
to live by swindling. 3 = a 

MACKEREL. A bawd: from the French word maguereau. 

- Mackerel-backed; long-backed. 

Mapam. A kept madam ; a kept mistress. 

MapAM Ran. Awhore, Cant. : 

Maps. Stolen. Cant. 

Mapce. The private parts of a woman. = 

Map Tom, or Tom OF BEDLAM, otherwise an Abram Man. 
A rogue that counterfeits madness. Cant. : 
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arse To chatter. Hold ‘your mag;- hold. your: tongue. 

ant, 

Maccot Boiter. A tallow chandler. 

Maceorry. Whimsical, capricious. 

MacnNum Bonum. A bottle containing ‘twé quarts of.-wine. 
See Scotch PINT. 

MAHOM&TAN GRuBL. | ‘Coffee : because formerly used chiefly 
by the Turks. | 

MAIDEN Sessions. A sessions where none of the prisoners 
are capitally convicted. 

Make. .A halfpenny. Cant. 

Make WeicnrT. A small candle: a term applied -to a-little 
slender man. 

MALKIN, or MAULKIN. A-general name for. a cat: also, a 
parcel of rags, fastened to the ead -of a stick, to clean an 

, Oven: also, a’figure set up. in a garden to scare the birds : 
likewise, an awkward woman. The cove’s so scaly, he'd 
spice a malkin of his jazey; the fellow is so-mean that he 
would rob a scarecrow of his old wig. 

MALKINTRASH. One in a dismal garb. 

MALMsEy Nosz, A red pimpled. snout, rich in carbuncles 
and rubies, 

Man (Cambridge). Any under-graduate from. fifteen to 


thirty: as, a man of Emanuel; young member of 
Emanuel. 


MANCHESTER. The tongue. Cant. 

Mano. To boast. Scotch cant. 

MANCEUVRING THE APOSTLES. Robbing Peter- to -pay: Paul ; 
i. e. .borrowing of one man to pay another. 

MAN OF THE Town. , A rake, a debauchee. 

MAN OF THE TuRF. .A horse racer, or jockey. 

MAN OF THE WoRLD. A knowing man. 

Man TRAP. A woman’s commodity. 

MANUFACTUERE. Liquors prepared from materials of: English 

rowth. 

Mane’ ’3NeEsT. He has found a mare’s nest, and is laughing 
at the eggs; said of one who laughs without any apparent 

- cause. 

MARGERY PRATER. Ahen. Cant. 

MaRINE OrFicER. An empty bottle: marine officers - being 
held useless by the seamen. Sea wit. 

MaRpPLot. A spoil sport. 

‘MaRrRiaGE Music. ‘Phe squalling and crying of children. 

MARRIED. Persons chained or handcuffed together, in order 
to be conveyed to gaol, or on board -the lighters, . for 


transportation, are, in une cant language, a foes aarried 
together. 
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Marrow Bones. The knees. To bring any one down on 
his marrow bones ; to make him beg pardon on his knees : 
some derive this from Mary’s bones; i. e. the bones bent in 
honour of the Virgin Mary; but this seems rather far- 
fetched. Marrow bones and cleavers; principal instru- 
ments in the band of rough music: these are generally 
performed on by butchers, at marriages, elections, riding 
skimmington, and other public or joyous occasions. 

MARTINET. A military term for a strict. disciplinarian: 
from the name of a French general, famous for: restoring 
military discipline to the French army. He first disci- 
plined the French infantry, and regulated their method of 
encampment: he was killed at the siege of Doesbourg, in 
the year 1672. 


MASTER OF IMPEDIMENT. Troublesome preparation for the 


.schools. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

MASTER OF THE MINT. A gardener. 

MA4sTER OF THE RoLis. A_ baker. 

MASTER.OF THE WARDROBE. One who pawns his clothes to 
purchase liquor. — - 

MATRIMONIAL PEACE-MAKER. The sugar-stick, or arbor 
vite. . Sx 

MAUDLIN DRuNK. Crying drunk: perhaps, from Mary 
Magdalene, called Maudlin, who is always painted: in 
. tears. | : oe 

MAULED. Extremely drunk, or soundly beaten. 

MAUNDERING BkoTH. Scolding. 

MAUNDING. Asking, or begging. Cant. 

Mawkes. A vulgar slattern. 


Maw ey. A band. Tip us your mawley ; shake: hands with ~ 


me. Fam the mawley; shake hands, e272 
Maw-Wa.LLop. A filtby composition, sufficient to provoke 
vomiting. : 
Max. Gin. 
May Begs. May bees don’t fly all the year long; an answer 
to any one who prefaces a pruposition with, It may be. 
MEALY-MOUTHED. Over-modest or backward in speech. 
Mep.Lak. A fruit, vulgarly called an open a-se, of which 
it is more truly than delicately said, that it is never ripe till 
it is as rotten as a t—d, and then it is not wort a f—t. 
MELLOW. Almost drunk. | : . 
MELT. To spend. Will you melt a borde? will you 
spend a shilling? The cull melted a couple of decusses 
upon us; the gentleman spent a couple of crowns upon 
- us.. Cart. . ; ; 
-Me.TiInc Moments. A fat man and woman in the amorous 
congress. : 2° . 
MEMBER Muc. A chamber pot. 
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MEN oF KENT. Men born east of the river Medway,: who 
are said to have met the Conqueror in a body, each 
carrying a green bough in his hand, the whole appearing 
like a moving wood; and thereby obtaining. a confirma- 
tion of their ancient ‘privileges. e inhabitants of Kent 
are divided into Kentish men.and. men of Kent: also, a 
society held at the Fountain Tavern, Bartholomew Lane, 
A.D. 1743. 

MEN OF STRAW. - Hired , bail; so ¢alled from mayne straw 
stuck in their shoes to distinguish them. 

MERKIN. Counterfeit hair for the monosyllable. See 
Bailey's Dict. 

MERRY ANDREW, or MR. MERRYMAN. The jack pudding, 
jester, or zany, of a mounernae: manent dressed in a par- 
ty-coloured coat. 

Merry A-SE CHRISTIAN. A hore 

MERRY-BEGOTTEN. A bastard. | 

Mess JoHN. A Scotch presbyterian teacher or r parson. 

MESSMATE. One who eats at the same mess, companion or 
comrade. 

METTLE. The semen. To fetch mettle ; the act of self-pollu- 
tion. Mettle is also figuratively used for courage. 

METTLESOME. Bold, courageous. — ss 

MICHAEL. Hyp, Michael, your head’s on fire. See Hyp. 

sche ata WATCH AND CHAIN. A sheep's heart and : 
luc 

Mince ¢ Cow. One who i is easily. tricked out of his property : 
aterm used by gaolers, for prisoners who have money and 
bleed freely. 

MILE-STONE. A country booby. - Cant. 

MILK AND WaTER. Both ends of the busk. 

_ MILK THE PIGEON. To endeavour at impossibilities.. 

Mitz. A chisel. 

Mitt. To rob: also, to- break, beat out, or kill. il. mill 
your glaze; I’ll beat out your eye. To mill a bleating cheat; 
to killa sheep. To mill a ken; to rob a house. To rill 
doll; to beat hemp in bridewell. Cant. 

MiLL-DOLL. An obsolete name for Bridewell house of correc- 
tion, in Bridge-street, Blackfriars, London. 

MILLER. A prize-fighter. Cant. 

MILLING Cove. - A boxer. How the milling cove served the 
cull out ; how the boxer beat the fellow. : 

MILL Lay. To force open the doors of houses, in onder to 
rob them. 3 

Mitt Twice. A shirt. Scotch cant. 

MitvaD. A blow. ‘Scotchcant. - 

‘MILVADERING. Boxing. Scotch cant. 

MINE A-SE ON A BANDBOX. An answer to the offer of any 
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Lip. A house. Cant 

LIisTENER. Theear. Cant. 

LitTLE BARBARY. Wap 

LITTLE BREECHES. re aan appellation used to a little 


Livres CLERGYMAN. A young chimney-sweeper. 

LitTLE Ease. A _ small dark cell in Guildhall, London, | 
where disorderly apprentices are confined by the city-cham- 
berlain; it is called Little Ease from its being so low that a 
lad cannot stand upright in it. 

LiTTLEGOVALE. Orderly step to the first examination. Ozf. 
Univ. cant. 

LITTLE SNAKESMAN. A little boy who gets into a house 
through the sink-hole, and then opens the door for bis 
‘accomplices: he is so called, from writhing and twisting 
like a snake, in order to work himself through the narrow 
passage. 

Live LuMBER. A term used by sailors, to signify all lands- 
men on board their ships. 

Live Stock. Lice or fleas. 

Loar. To be in a bad loaf; to bein a disagreeable situation, 
‘or in trouble. 

Los. A till in a tradesman’s shop. To frisk a lob; to rob a 

till, See FLasH PANNEY. 

Los. Going on the lob; going into a shop to get change for 
gold, and secreting some of the change. © 

‘Loscock. A large relaxed penis: also, a dull inanimate 
fellow. | 

Losxin. A house to lie in: also, a lodging. — 

‘LOsioiy Boy. A nick-name for the surgeon’s servant on 

‘board a man of war; sometimes for the surgeon himself: 
from the water-gruel prescribed to the sick, which is called , 
loblolly. | 

LosscousE. A dish much eaten at sea, composed of salt 
beef, biscuit, and onions, well peppered, and stewed _toge- 
ther. 

Loe’s Pounp. A prison. Dr. Grey, in his notes on Hudi- 
bras, explains it to allude to one Doctor Lob, a dissenting 
preacher, who used to hold forth when conventicles were 
prohibited, and had made himself a retreat by means of a 
trap-door at the bottom of his pulpit. Once, being pursued 
by ‘the officers of justice, they followed him’ through di- 
vers subterraneous passages, till they got into'a dirk cell, 
whence they could not find their way out, but, calling to 
ae of their companions, swore they had got into Lob's 

ound 

Lopster. A nick-name for a soldier, from the colour of his 
clothes. To boil one’s lobster, for'a churchman to be- 
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come a soldier; lobsters, which, are ef a bluish black,. being 

‘made red by- boiling. I will. got make a lebster-kettle of 

my ****, azeply frequently made by the nymphs’ of the 

Point at Portsmouth, when requested by a soldier to grant 

him a favour. - = te 

. Lock. A scheme, a mode. I must fight that lock; I must 
try that scheme. 

Lock. ‘Character. He stood a queer lock; he bore but an in- 
different character. A lock is also a buyer of siplen goods 
as well as the receptacle for them. 

LocKgRAM JAWED. Thin-faced, or lanthorn jawed, See 
LANTHORN-JAWED. 

Lock HospiraL. A ‘hospital for venereal patients. 

Locksmitu’s DaucuTesr. <A key. 

Locx-up-CHovey. A covered cart, used by travelling haw- 
kers to convey their goods about the country, and ‘which is 
secured by a door, loek, and key. 

Locx-up-Hovse. A spunging house; a public house kept by 

_ sheriffs’ officers, to which they convey the persons they have 

arrested, where they practise every species of imposition 
and extortion with impunity: also, houses kept by. agents; 
or crimps, who enlist, or rather trepan, men to serve une 
East India or African Companies as soldiers. 

LopGINnG-StuM. Hiring ready-furnished lodgings, and strip- 

_ ping them of the plate, linen, and other valuable articles, | 

LoGGERHEAD. A blockhead, or stupid fellow, We three 
loggerheads be;.a sentence. frequently written under two 
heads, and the reader by repeating it makes himself the 
third. A loggerhead is a double-headed, or bar shot of iran, 
To go.to loggerheads; to fall to fi hting. 

Lotx. © Mother’s loll; a favourite child, the mother’s darling. 

LoL. ToncurE. He has been playing a game at loll tongue; 
he has been salivated. 

Louurpors. Sweet lozenges purchased by children. 

Louupoor. A lazy, idle drone. 

LoMBAERD Fever. Sick of the Lombard fever; i. e. of ‘the 
idles. . 

Lone. Great. A long price; a great price. 

Lone GALLERY. Throwing, or, rather; trundling, the dice 
the whole length of the board. 

Lone Hops. Johnson defines “a hope” to be. any sloping 
plain between the ridges of mountains, At Oxford, it is 
the symbol of long expectations in studying for a degree. 

Lonc Ong. A hare: a term used by poachers. 

Loncs AND Broaps. Cards. 

Lone Mgc. A jeering name for a very tall woman; from one 
famous in story, called Long Meg of Westminster. 

Lone SHANKs. A long-legged person. 
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Lone Stomach. A voracious appetite. ) 

LONG-TONGUED. Loquacious, not able to keep a secret. He 
‘is as long-tongued as Granny; Granny was an idiot who could 
lick her own eye. See GRANNY. | 

LONG-WINDED. A long-winded parson; one who preached 
long tedious sermons. A long-winded paymaster;: one who 
takes long credit. 


' 


_ Loo. For the good of the loo; for the benefit of the. com: 


pany or community. | | 

Loosy. An awkward ignorant fellow. 

Loox aT A PLacg. When a plan is laid for robbing a house, 
&ec. upon the crack, or the screw, the parties will go.a short 
time before the execution, to examine the premises, and 
oo any necessary observations; this is called looking at a 

ace. : . . 

nine AS IF ONE COULD NOT HELP IT. Looking like a 
simpleton, or as if one could not say boh! to a goose. 

LooxinGc-Guass. A chamber-pot, jordan, or member-mug. 

Loox-ouT-Houses. The look-out kept by ordained masters 
on defunct incumbents. Ozf. Univ. cant. 

Loon, or Lout. A country bumpkin, or clown. 

LoONSLATE. Thirteen-pence-halfpenny. 

Loop:HoLe. An opening, or means of escape. To find a 
loop-hole in an act of parliament; i.e. a method of evading it. 

Lope. To leap, to run away. He loped down the dancers ; 
he ran down stairs. 

Lop-SIDED. - Uneven, having one side larger or. heavier than 
the other; boys’ paper kites are often said to be lop-sided. 
Lorp. A crooked or hump-backed man. These unhappy 
people afford great scope for vulgar raillery: such as, “ did 
you come:strait from home? if s0, you have got confound- 
edly bent by the way.” ‘ Don’t abuse the gemman,” adds 
a bystander,. “ he has been grossly insulted already; don’t 
vou see his back is up?” Or some one asks him if the show 
is behind; ‘* because J see,” adds he, “ you have the drum 
at your back.” Another piece of vulgar wit is let loose on a 
deformed person; if met by a party of soldiers on their march, 
one of them observes that that gentleman is on his march too, 
for he has got his knapsack at his back. It is said in the 
British Apollo, that the title of lord was first given to de- 


formed persons in the reign of Richard III. from several per- 


sons labouring under that misfortune being created peers by 
him; but it is more probably derived from the Greek word 
Aopdos, crooked. oie e 

Lounge. A loitering place,\or gossiping shop. — 

Lour, Money. Cant. 

Louse. .A gentleman’s companion. He will never louse a gray 


head of his own; he will never live to be old.. - 
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Lousk-Bac. A black bag wor to the hair or wig. 
LousE-HousE. The round house, cage, oF any other place of 
confinement. | 

Lousge-LADDER. A stitch fallen in'a ‘stocking. 

Lousk-Lanpb. Scotland. . pikes 

Lousg-TRap. A small toothed ent : otk 

Lout. A clumsy stupid fellow. | OO : 

Love-BEGOTTEN CHILD.’ -A bastard. 

LowING Ric. Stealing oxen or cows. - 

Low Pap. A footpad. 

Low TipE, or-Low WATER. When there i is no pmoney:y in ti 
pocket. 

LowRE. Money. Cant. 

LuBBER. An awkward fellow: a name given by sailors to 
landsmen. | 

Luck, or Goop Luck. To ‘iad | in a sirreverence, to be 
evra; an allusion to the proverb, Sh-tt-n luck is good 
luck... 

Lup’s BuLWaRK. Ludgate-prison. 

Lues. Ears, or wattles. See WATTLES. 

Lukr. Nothing. Cant. i 

LULLABY CuEaT. An infant. Cant. 

LuLLERS. Wet linen. Cant. 

LuLLy PrRicGerRs. Thieves who steal wet linen: also, the 
lowest and meanest order of thieves, who go about decoying 
little children to some bye corner, aud then rob them of 
their clothes. Cant. 

Lums. Too much. 

LUMBER. A room. 

LUMBER. Live lumber;. soldiers or passengers on board a 
ship.are so called by the sailors. . 

LuMBER. To lumber any property, is to deposit it ata pawn- 
broker’s, or elsewhere, for present security ; ; to. retire to any 
house, or private place for a short time, is called lumbering 
yourself. A man apprehended. and sent to jail, is said to be 
lumbered, to be in lumber, or to be in Lombard-street. 

LuMBER Houss. A house appropriated by thieves for the .re- 
ception of their stolen property. 

LumBER Troop. A club or society of. citizens of London. 

Lump, To beat: also, to include a number of articles under 
one head. | 

Lumpers. Persons who contract to unload ships: also, 
thieves who lurk about wharfs :to,pilfer goods from ships, — 
lighters, &c. 

Lumeinc. Great. A lumping pennyworth ; a great quan- 
tity for the money, a bargain. He has got a lumping 
pennyworth; poaeere said of a man who marries a fat 
woman. / 
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LuMP THE Ligurer. To be transported. On 

Lua. Harlequin. 

Lurcu. To be left in the lurch; to be abandoned by aue’s 
confederates, or party, to be left i in a scrape, , 

LuRcHED. Those who lose a game of whist without scoring 
five, are said to be lurched. 

LURCHER. A lurcher of the law; a bum bailiff, or his setter. 

Lurrizs. Money, watches, rings, or other moveables. 

Lusu. Strong beer, or drink of any kind. 

Lusu. To drink: speaking of a person who is drunk, ‘they 
say, Alderman. Lushington is concerned, or, he has been 
voting for the Alderman. 

Lusu Cris, or KEN. A public-house. Cant. 


« Then blame me not kids, swells, or lads of the fancy, 
For opening a lush-crib in Chancery-lane,” &c. - 
Randall's Ferewell to the Ring, vide Randelf's Diary. 


LusHry. Drunk. The rolling kiddeys had a spree, and. got 
b——-y lushey ; the dashing lads went ona party of plea- 
sure, and got very drunk. — 

LusHinc Muzziz. A blow on the mouth. Sea term. 

Lyr. Chamber lye; urine. 
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MACCARONI. An Italian paste made of flour. and. exes - 
also, a fop; which name arose from a club, called the 
Maccaroni Club, instituted by some of the most dressy travel- 
led gentlemen about town, who led the fashions ; whence 
a man foppishly dressed was supposed a member of that 
club, and, by contraction, stiled a Maccaroni. 

Mace. 'To mace a shopkeeper, or give it to him. ‘upon 
the mace, is to obtain goods on credit, which you never 
mean to pay for; to run up a score with the same inten- 
tion, or to spunge upon your acquaintance, by continually 
begging or borrowing from them, is termed macing, or 
striking the mace. 

Mace Cove. A swindler, a sharper, a cheat. On the mace ; 
to live by swindling. 

MACKEREL. A bawd: from the French word maguereau. 
Mackerel-backed ; long-backed. 

Mapam. A kept madam ; a kept mistress. 

MADAM RAN. Awhore, Cant. 

Mapeg. Stolen. Cant. 

Mapce. The private parts of a woman. 

Map Tom, or Tom OF BEDLAM, otherwise an Abram Man. 
A rogue that counterfeits madness. Cant. 
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M AG, A half by. , : é 
sa Na chatter. Hold your mag;. hold. your: tongue. 
ant. oe 

Maccor Bor.er. A tallow chandler. 

Maccorry. Whimsical, capricious. 

Macnum Bonum. A bottle containing ‘two quarts of..wine. 
See ScotcH Pint. 7 ) | 

MAHom&TAN Grog. ‘Coffee : because formerly need chiefly 
by the Turks. 

MAIDEN Sessions. A sessions where none of the prisoners 
are capitally convicted. - - 

Maks, .Ahalfpenny. Cant. 

Make WereutT. A small candle: a term applied -to a-iittle 
slender man. 

MALKIN, or MAULKIN. A-general name for. a cats also,.a 
parcel of rags, fastened to the ead of a stick, to clean an 

, ovens also, a figure set up. in a garden to scare the birds : 
likewise, an awkward woman. The cove’s so scaly, be'd 
spice a malkin of his jazey ; the fellow is so-mean that he 
would rob a scarecrow of his old wig. 

MALKINTRASH. One im a dismal garb. 

Ma.tmszey Nosg, A red pimpled. snout, rich in carbuncles 
and rubies. 

MAN (Cambridge). Any under-graduate from. fifteen to 


thirty: as, a man of Emanuel; young member of 
Emanuel. 


MANCHESTER. The tongue. Cant. 

Mane. To boast. Scotch cant. : 

MANCEUVRING THE APOSTLES. - Robbing Peter. to -pay: Paul ; 
i, e. .borrowing of one man to pay another. 

MAN OF THE TowN. , A rake, a debauchee. 

MAN OF THE TuRF. .A horse racer, or jockey. 

MAN OF THE WORLD. A knowing man. 

MaN TRAP. A woman’s commodity. 

MANUFACTURE. Liquors prepared from materials of. English 

rowth. | 

Mane’s Nest. He has found a mare’s nest, and is laughing 

at the eggs; said of one who laughs without any apparent 
- cause. ; 

MarcGery Prater. Ahen. Cant. ; 

MaRinE OrrFiceR. An empty bottle: marine officers being 
held useless by the seamen. Sea wit. 

MaARpPLotT. A spoil sport. 

-MapriaGE Music. ‘Phe squalling and crying of children. 

MARRIED. Persons chained or handcuffed together, in order 
to be conveyed to gael, or on board -the lighters, . for 
transportation, are, in the cant language, ‘said to -be-married 
together. soe * 
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Marrow Bones. The knees. To bring any one down on 
. his marrow bones; to make him beg pardon on his knees: 
some derive this from Mary’s bones; i. e. the bones bent in 
honour of the Virgin Mary; but this seems rather far- 
fetched. Marrow bones and cleavers ; ; principal instru- 
ments in the band of rough music: these are generally 
performed on by butchers, at marriages, elections, riding 
skimmington, and other public or joyous occasions. 

MARTINET. A military term for a strict. disciplinarian: 
from the name of a French general, famous for restoring 
military discipline to the French army. He first disci- 
plined the French infantry, and regulated their method of 
encampment: he was killed at the siege of Doesbourg, ia 
the year 1672. 

MASTER OF IMPEDIMENT. Troublesome preparation for the 
schools, Oaf. Univ. cant.  . 7 

MAsTER OF THE MINT. A gardener. 

MASTER OF THE ROLLs. A baker. 

MASTER.OF THE WARDROBE. One who pawns his clothes to 
purchase liquor. 

MATRIMONIAL PRACE-MAKER, The sugar-stick, or arbor 
vite. 

MAUDLIN DRUNK. Crying drunk : perhaps, from aged 
Magdalene, called Maudlin, who is always painted: i 
. tears. 

MAULED. Extremely drunk, or soundly beaten. 

MAUNDERING BROTH. Scolding. 

MAUNDING. Asking, or begging. Cant, 

Mawkegs. A vulgar slattern. 

Maw Ley. A hand. Tip-us your mawley ; shake- hands with - 
me. Fam the mawley; shake hands, 

Maw-Wa.LLop. A filthy composition, sufficient to provoke 
vomiting. 

Max. Gin. 

May Begs. May bees don’t fly all the year long ; an answer 
.to any one who prefaces a proposition with, It may be. 

MEALY-MOUTHED. Over-modest or backward i in speech. 

Mrepiak. A fruit, vulgarly called an open a-se, of which 
it is more truly than delicately said, that it is never ripe till 
it is as rotten as a t—d, and then it is not wort a f—t. 

MELLow. Almost druok. 

MELT. To spend. Will you melt a borde? will you 
spend a shilling? The cull melted a couple of decusses 
upon us; the gentleman spent a couple of crowns upon 

us. . Cant. 

MELTING Moments. A fat man and woman in the amorous 
congress,  y ‘ 

MEMBER Muc. A chamber pot. 
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MEN OF KENT. Men born east of the river Medway, who 
are said to have met the Conqueror in a body, . ea 
carrying a green bough in his hand, the whole appearing 
like a moving wood; and thereby obtaining | a confirma- 
tion of their ancient ‘privileges. The inhabitants of Kent 
are divided into Kentish men. and. men of Kent: also, a 
society held at the Fountain Tavern, Bartholomew Lane, 
A.D. 1743. 

MEN OF STRAW. . Hired ; bail; so called. from paving straw 
stuck in their shoes to distinguish them. 

MERKIN. Counterfeit hair for the monosyllable. See 
Bailey's Dict. 

MERRY ANDREW, or MR. MERRYMAN. The jack pudding, 
jester, or zany, of a mountebank, usually) dressed in a par- 
ty-coloured coat. 

MERRY A-SE CHRISTIAN. A poe 

MERRY-BEGOTTEN. A bastard. 

Mess Joun. A Scotch presbyterian teacher or r parson, 

MESSMATE. One who eats at the same mess, companion or 
comrade. 

METTLE. The semen. To fetch mettle ; the act of self-poltu- 
tion. Mettle is also figuratively used for courage. - 

METTLESOME. Bold, courageous, ° ~ Base 

MICHAEL. Hyp, Michael,. your head’s on fire. See ‘HYP. 

MIDSHIPMAN’s WATCH AND Caan. A sheep's heart and 

luck. 

Mincu ¢ Cow. One who i is easily. tricked out of his property : 
a term used by gaolers, for prisoners who have money, and 
bleed freely. 

MILE-STONE. . A country booby. - Cant. 

MILK AND WaTER. Both ends of the busk. 

MILK THE PIGEON. To endeavour at impossibilities.. 

Miu. A chisel. : 

Mitt. To rob: also, to- break, beat out, or kill. Vil. mill 
your glaze ; I'll beat out your eye. To mill a bleating cheat; 
to killa sheep. To mill a ken; to rob a house. - vill 
doll; to beat hemp in bridewell. Cant. 

Mi LL-DOLL. An obsolete name for Bridewell house ore correc- 
tion, in Bridge-street, Blackfriars, London. 

MILLER. A prize-fighter. Cant. 

MILLING Cove. - A boxer. How the milling cove served thie 
cull out ;- how the boxer beat the fellow. | 

MILL Lay. To force open the doors of OUR: in der to 
rob them. 

Mitut Twic. A shirt. Scotch cant. 

-Mrivap.: Ablow. Scotch cant. 

‘MILVADERING. Boxing. Scotch cant. 

MINE A-SE ON A BANDBOX. An answer to the offer of any 
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thing inadéquate ‘to the purpose for whicit it is baa just 
‘as-‘a bandbox would be if used for a seat. 

MINS: UNCLE’B. A: pawnbroker’s shop: also, a necessary 
house. Carried to my unele’s ; pawned. New-married men 
are also said to ge'te their uncle’s, when they igh their wives 
soon after the honey-moen 

sie ri A. little man or woman : also, the. ‘smallest sort 
of pin 

Minor Cugacy. Young chimney-sweepers. 

Mint. Gold. A mint’ of money : . common phrase for a 
large dum, | 

Miscuier. A man loaded with mischief; i, e. a mah with his 

__wife-on his back. 

MisH.: A shirt, smock, or sheet. Cant. 

Miso Toprer. A coat, or petticoat. 

Miss. A miss, or kept mistress; a harlot. 

Miss Laycock, The monosyllable. 

Mire. A nickname’ for a cheesemonget: from the small insect 
of that-name found-in cheese. 

» Mrrrens. The hands. 

Mx Mra. A silversmith: 

M1zzLE. To elope, to run off Cant. 

Moapsirss. Bailiffs, or Philistines. . . 

Mos, or Maz. A werth, or harlot. 

MosiuiTy. A mob: a sort of opposite to ability. 

Morrty. Half; but vulgarly used to signify a share or por- 
tien : as, he will -com¢.in fot a small moiety. 

Mo.Lt. A whore. 

MOLL PEATLY’s Gic. A rogering bout. 

Mo.L THOMPSON’s MARK... M. T. i.e. empty : “as, Take away 
this bottle, it has Molt Thompson’s mark upon ‘it. 

MoLLy. A Miss Molly; .an effeminate fellow. 

Monpbay. Saint Monday. See SAInr. 

Monty. ‘A girl’s’ monosyllable; ‘commonly applied t to little 
children :'as, Take care, Miss, or you'll show your money. 

Monny Drorrers. Cheats wlio droj' money, which, they 
pretend to find jnst before some 'co sa lad; ‘and, by way 
of giving: him:a- share of their: good luck, entice: him intova 
public-house, where’ they: and thejr confederates’ chest or 
rob him of what money he hag abogt. him: - 

MonerE.. A hanger:on among cheats; a spunger:: a ee 
child whose father and mother are of different countries, 

Monegry. . A-name: given: by family: people to the'countty 
parts of England. 

_MonKEY. To suck the monkey; to suck or draw’ wine, or 
any other liquor, privately, out of a cask; by means of a 
—. or small tube. - Monkey’s. allowance ;: 3: more kicks 
than halfpeace.' Whe put’ that monkey en horseback -with- 
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out tying his legs:?. vulgar wit :on a:bad horseman....A pads 


Monks AND Friags, Terms used. by printers:. “monks .are 
sheets where the letters are blotted, or printed. too ‘black’; 
friars, those letters where the, ink has failed aia thew, 
which are therefore white. or faint.. | 

MONOSYLLABLE. A womun’s. commodity. 

MontTra. A watch. 

Moon Corser. A ink boy : link-boys are said to curse the 
moon, beeause it renders their assistance. anneceasaty; these 
gentry frequently, under colour .of lighting passengers over 
ria or throagh dark -passages, assist in epee en: 

ant in We eg 

MOoN-EY8D HEN. A: squinting weneh. , me omental 

Moon MEN. Gypsies. 

Moon-Raxkers. Wiltshire‘men: because it is said that seme 
men of that county. seeing: the . sefleetion of the:medniin a 
pond, endeavoured to pull it out with a rake. 

MOONSHINE. A matter or mouthful of moonshine; :a trifle, 
nothing. The white brandy. smuggled on the coasts.ofi Kent 
and Sussex, and the gin in the north of Yorkshire, ; = 
‘called moonshine. . 

Mor.. A kind of annual fair in the west of England, her 
‘farmers usually hire their servants. . 

Mopgp. Stupid, : melancholy for want. of: society: . 

Moprpy. Drunk. Cant... 

MopsEy. ‘A dowdy, or homely woman. . . 

MOPSsQUEEZER. A maid servant, particularly a: pleerrcaaalet 

Mop up. Todrink. To empty a glass or pot. | 

Mopussss. Mopey. 

MornNinG Drop. The gallows. He napped the king’s parton 
and escaped the morning drop ; ; he was. pardones and, was 
not hanged. 

MORNING SNEAK. Slipping in.at.the door of a shop. or. house 
early in the morning uuperceived, while the. shopman.. ot 
servant is employed in cleaning.the steps, windows, dc. . 

Morris. Come, morris off; dance. off, or get. you gove: 
allusion: to morris, 1.e. mertsco, or Moorish: dance.. 

Mort. A-woman os weneb: also, a. yeoman’a daughter. . Te’ 
be taken all-a-mort ; to. be confounded, susprised, ox :motion- 
less through fear. 

Moszs. To stand Moses: .a man is said to stand. Moses, wham 
the has another: man’s -bastard..child fathesed upon bim,.and 
he is obliged by the parish to maintain it. 

Moss. A cant term for lead, because both. are found om he 
‘tops of buildings. 

Mossy Facz. The mother of all saints, . 

Mort. A girl, or wench. See Mort. 
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MOTHER OF ALL SAINTS. The Monosyllable. . . 

MOTHER OF ALL SOULS. The same. [Jrish. 

MOTHER OF ST. PaTRICK. The same. | Arish. 

MOTHER OF THE Marps. A bawd. 

MorTuER, or THE MOTHER, ' A bawd- Mother abbese: the 
same. Mother midnight.; a midwife. . Mother-in-law’s bit ; 
a small piece ; mothers-in-law being supposed not apt to over- 
load the stomachs of their husbands’ children. ’ 

Mount. To give false:evidence for the sake of money. Te 
mount for a person is similar to bonetting: for him.. 

-Mounrer. A person who lives by false swearing. 

Mouse. To speak like a mouse in a cheese; i.e. faintly or 
indistinctly. 

Mousetrap. The parson’s mousetrap; the oe of matri- 
mony. 

Mooty. A noisy fellow.. :Mouth half. estbed: one gaping 
and staring at every thing he sees. To make any one laugh 
on the wrong, or tother side of his mouth ; to mane: bim 
cry or grieve. 

Mourtu. A silly fellow. A dupe. Teo stand mouth ; ie. to 
: be duped. 

Move. Any action or apetetion in life; the secret spring , by 
. which any project is. conducted : as, there is a move in that 
business which you are not down to.. To. be flash to every 
move upon the board, is to have a general knowledge of the 
world, and all its numerous deceptions. 

MovEABLEs. Watches, ‘rings, or any. toys of value. 

Mows A Scotch word for the act of copulation. _ 

Mower. A cow: 

Mow HEATER. A. drover :. from their peau sleeping on 
‘-hay-mows, Cant. 

Muck. Money: also, dung. 

MUCKED ouT. Lost all the cash. Cant. ) Pape 

MUcK TOPER FERKER. Anumbrella maker. Scotch cant.. 

MvuckworM. A miser.. - 

MUCKINDER. A child’s handkerchief tied to the side: 

Mop. . A fool, or thick-sculled fellow : also, among printers 
the same as dung among. journeymen tailors. See DUNGHILL. 

Mup.Lark. A fellow who goes: about by .the-water-side pick- 
ing up coals, nails, or other articles in the mud: also, a 
duck. 

Morr. The monosyllable. To the well wearing of your muff, 
mort; to the happy consummation of your marriage, a 
a health: also, a fool. 

Murriers, Boxing-gloves, used i in sparring. | 

Mureiinc Cueat. A napkin. 

Muc. The mouth. Cant... 
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MUGGLETONIANS. The sect or disciples of Lodowick Mug- 
gleton. 


si To cuT. Theatrical expression for making comic 

aces, 

MuLuicruss. Sick of the mulligrubs with eating chopped 
hay; low spirited, having an imaginary sickness. 

Mum. Apo interjection directing silence. Mum for that; I 
shall be silent as to that. As mute as Mumchance, who was 
banged for saying nothing; a friendly reproach to any one 
who seems low spirited and silent. 

Mumcuance. An ancient game, like hazard, played with 


dice: probably so named from the silence observed in play- 
ing at it. 


MumMER. The mouth. 

Mumpers. Originally beggars of the genteel kind, but since 
used for beggars in general. 

Mumpers’ Hatu. An alehouse where beggars are harboured. 

Munpbuncus. Bad or rank tobacco from mondongo, ‘a 
Spanish word signifying tripes, or the uncleaned entrails of a 
beast, full of filth. 

Munc. To beg. 

Muns, The face, or rather the mouth: from the German 
word mund, the mouth. Touthis muns; look at his face. 

Munster HEirer. An Irish woman, A woman with thick 


legs is said to be like a Munster heifer; i.e. met to the 
heels. 


MUNSTER PLuMsS. Potatoes. Jrish. 

MURPHIES. Potatoes. 

Murpuy’s COUNTENANCE. A pig’s face. 

Musuroom. A person or family suddenly raised to riches and 
eminence: an allusion to that fungus, which starts up ina 
night. 

Music. The watch-word, among highwaymen, signifying the 
person is a friend, and must pass unmolested. Music is also 
an Irish term, in tossing up, to express the harp side, or 
reverse, of a farthing or half-penny, opposed to the head. 

Mute. An undertaker’s servant, who stands at the door of a 
person lying in state: 80 named from being supposed mute 
with grief, 

MuTTon. Inher mutton; i.e. having carnal knowledge of a 
woman. | 

MUTTON-HEADED. Stupid. 

MuTTon MonceR. A man addicted to wenching, 

MuzzuE. A beard. 

MuzzLER. A violent blow on the mouth. The milling cove 


tipped the cull a muzzler ; the boxer gave the fellow a blow 
on the mouth. 


My Nass. Myself. Cant. 
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Mywnt. See Mint. . 
Myrmipons. The constable’s assistants, watchmen, &c. 
My Uncie. A pawnbroker. Cent. 
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NAB, or NAB CHEAT. A hat. Penthouse nab; a large hat. 

Nas. To seize or cateh unawares, To nab the teaze; to be 
privately whipped. To nab the stoop; to stand in the 
pillory. To nab the rust; a jockey term for a hotse that 
becomes restive. To nab the snow; to steal linen left out 
to bleach ordry. Cant. 

NaB GIRDER, or Nos Girper. A bridle. 

Wack. To have a nack; to be ready at any thing, to have a 
turn for it. 

Wacxy. Ingenious. : 

Nat. To natl a person is to over-reach, or take advantage of 
him in the course of trade or trafhe: also, to rob or steal ; 
as, I nailed him for (or of) his reader ; 1 robbed him of. his 
pocket-book. I nailed the swell’s montra in the push; I 
picked the gentleman’s pocket of his watch in the erowd, &c. 
A person of an over-reachittg, imposing, disposition, is 
ealled a nail, a dead nail, a nailing rascal, a rank needle, 


or a needle-pointer. 
NAILED. Secured, fixed. He offered me a decus, and I 
nailed him ; he offered mie a crown, and I struck, or fixed him. 
NAIL IN rouR Corin. To drink drams repeatedly, it is 
‘observed, is adding another ratl fo your coffin. 
Wancy, The posteriors. 
NANNY-HovuseE. A brothel. 
Nap. To cheat at dice by securing one chance: also, to 
catch the **** disease. You've napt it; you are infected. 
NAPKIN-SNATCHING, or Foeur-Huntine. Shaking pocket- 
handkerchiefs, An old chaunt runs thus :— 
« Come all yoa napkin snatchers, 
And fisteh unto me, 
And a song that I will sing yeu, 
It shall be full of glee. 
' With my foll de doll, &c.” 


NAPPER. The head: also, a cheat or thief. : 

NappER OF Naps. A sheep stealer. Cant. 

Nappinc. To take any ofe napping; i.e. to come upon Him 
unexpectedly, to find him asleep: as, he catght him hap- 
ping, as Morse caught his mare. 

Napry Aur. Strong ale. 

NAP THE Bis. To cry; as, the mollisher napp'd her bib; the 
woman fell a crying 
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Nasu. To go away from, or quit, any place ar compepy : 
speaking of a person who is gone, they say, he is nashed, or 
Mr. Nash is concerned. 

Nass, or Naskin. A prison or bridewell, The new nask ; 
Clerkenwell bridewell. Tothil-fields vask ; the bridewell at 
Tothil-fields. Cant. 

NATION. An abbreviation of damnation: a vulgar term used 
in Kent, Sussex, and the adjacent counties, for very. Na- 
tion good; very good, A pales long way; a very. long 

_ way. 

Natty Laps. Young thieves or pickpockets. Cant. - 

NATURAL. A mistress, a child: also, an idiot. A paturgl 
son or daughter; a love, or merry begotten, child, a bas- 

tard. 

Navy. Orrice. The Fleet prison. Commander of the Fleet; 
the warden of the Fleet prison. : 

Nay-WorpD, A bye-word, proverb. 

Nazy. Drunken. Nazy cove or moft; a drunken rogne or 
harlot. Nazy nabs; drunken coxcombs. 

Neg, or Nis. The bill of a bird, or dhe slit of a pep - Fi- 
guratively, the face and mouth ‘of a Women; as, she holds 
_wp:her neb; she hdlds up her mouth to be kissed. 

NecH-VERse. Formerly the persons claiming the benefit of 
clergy were obliged to read a werse in a Latin manuacript 
_ pealter ;. this saving them from the gallows, was texwed their 
neek-yerse: it was the first verse of the. fifty-first psalm, 
Miserere mei, &c. 

Neck WEED. Hemp. 

WE-DAsH. Of no use. Nothing. 

NEEDLE. To needle a person is to haggle with him in making 
a bargain, and, if possible, take advantage of him, thongh 
in the most trifling article. See NAIL. 

NEEDLE Point. A sharper. 

INEBDV+MizzLER. A poor ragged abject of either sex; a 
shabby-looking person. 

NEGLIGEE. A woman’s undressed gown, vulgarly termed a 
neggledigee. 

NeGroe. A black-a-moor: figuratively used for a slave. ri 
be no man’s negro; I will be no man’s slave, 

NEGROES HEADS. Brown loaves delivered to the ships in 
ordinary. 

Nescio. He sports a Nescio; he pretends not to pnderstand 
any thing. After the senate-house examination fer degrees, 
the students proceed to the schools to be questioned by the 

roctor. According to custom immemorial the answers myst 
e Nescio. The lowed is a translated specimen : 
Ques. What is your name?-—Ans, 1 do not se 
h 
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Ques. What is the name of this University.—Ans. I do not 
know. 7 

Ques. Who was your father 1—Ans. 1 do not know. 

This last is probably the only true answer of the three ! 

NETTLED. Teized, provoked, out of temper. He or she has 
pissed on a nettle: said of one who is peevish or out of 
temper. 

New Drop. The scaffold used at Newgate for hanging 
criminals; which, dropping down, leaves them suspended. 
By this improvement, the use of that vulgar vehicle, a cart, 
is entirely left off. | 

NEwGATE Birp. A thief or sharper, frequently caged in 
Newgate. , 

NEWGATE SOLIciToR. A petty-fogging and roguish attorney, 

NEw GUINEA. First possession of income. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

NEw Lieut. One of the new light; a methodist. 
who attends the gaols to assist villains in evading justice. 

NEWMAN’S HoTEL. Newgate. 7 

NewMan’s Lirt. The gallows. 

NEWMAN’S TEA-GARDENS. Newgate. 

New SkrrLeMENTs. Final reckoning. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

Nis. A gentleman, or person of the higher order. People 
who affect gentility or consequence, without any real '';re- 
tensions thereto, are from hence vulgarly called Half-nibs or 
Half-swells ; and, indeed, persons of low minds, who con- 
ceive money to be the only criterion of gentility, arc too 
apt to stigmatize with the before-mentioned epithets any 
man, who, however well-bred and educated, may be re- 
duced to a shabby external, but still preserves a sense of 
decorum in his manners, and avoids associating with the 
vagabonds among whom he may unfortunately be doomed to 
exist. | 

NisBEpD. Taken in custody. | 

NisBLE. To pilfer trifling articles, not having spirit to touch 
any thing of consequence. 

NrssieR. A pilferer, or petty thief. 

Nick. To win at dice, to hit the mark just in the nick of 
time, or at the critical moment. 

Nicx. Old Nick; the Devil. 

Nickin, NIKkery, or NizEy. A soft simple fellow: also, a 
diminutive of Isaac. 

Nicknacks. Toys, baubles, or curiosities. 

NICKNACKATORY. A toy-shop. | 

Nick NamE. A name given in ridicule or contempt: from 
the French nom de nique. Nigue is a movement of the head 
to mark a contempt for any person or thing. — 

Nick NINNy. A simpleton. 


—n- a 


ST alla tee ee 


+ ae eae ——epes = . 


ae 


N O C 


Nickumpoop, or Nincumpoop. A foolish fellow; a regu- 
lar innocent. | 

Nirrynarry Freitow. A trifler. 

Nic. The clippings of money. Nigging; clipping. Nigler, 
aclipper. Cant. 

Niecuine. Cutting awkwardly, trifling: also, accompany- 
ing with a woman. 

NIGHTINGALE. A soldier who, as the term is, sings out at 
the halberts. It is a point of honour in some regiments, 
among the grenadiers, never to cry out, or become night- 
ingales, whilst under the discipline of the cat of nine tails ; 
to avoid which, they chew a bullet. 

Nicut MacistrRaTE. A constable. 

NIGHTMAN. One whose business it is to empty necessary- 
houses in London, which is always done in. the night; the 
operation is called a wedding. See WEDDING. 

NiGMENOG. A very silly fellow. 

Nim. To steal or pilfer: from the German nemen, to take. 
Nim a togeman; steal a cloak. ; 

NIMGIMMER. A physician or surgeon, particularly those 
who cure the enviable disease. 

Nine Lives. Cats are said to have nine lives, and women 

agen cats lives. | 

NINNY, or NINNYHAMMER. A simpleton. 

Nip. Accheat. Bung-nipper ; a cut-purse. 

N1.-CHEEsE. A nick-name for the purser of a ship: from 
thgse gentlemen being supposed sometimes to nip, or di- 
mjnish, the allowance of the seamen in that and every other . 
article: it is also applied to stingy persons in general. 

NIPPERKIN. A small measure. | 

Nippers. Handcuffs. Cant. | 

Nipps. The shears used in clipping money. 

Nir SQUEEGER, i.e. SQUEEZER. A hair-dresser. 

Nix. Nothing. 

Nos. Aking. A manof rank. 

Nos. The head. : 

Nos iT. To act with such prudence and knowledge of the 
world, as to prosper and become independent without any 
labour or bodily exertion; this is termed nobbing it, or 
Sighting nob work. To effect any purpose, or obtain any 
thing by means of good judgement and sagacity, is called 
nobbing it for such a thing. | 

Nos-PitcHEers. <A general term for those sharpers who at- 
tend at fairs, races, &c. To take in the flats at prick in the 
garter, cups and balls, and other similar artifices. 

Nos-THATCHER. A peruke-maker. 

No caTcHy No HAvy. If I am not caught, I cannot be 
hurt. Negro saying. | 
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Nock. The breech; from-nock, 4 notch. 

Nocky Boy. A dull simple fellow. 

Nop. He is gone to the land of Nod; he is asleep. 

Nopp.ie. The head. : ; 

Noppy. A simpleton or fool: also, a kind of low eart, with 
a seat before it for the driver, used fn and about Dublin, ia 
the manner of hackney-coach. Knave woddy; the old- 
fashioned name for the knave of trumps. : | 

Noisy Doc Racker. Stealing brass knockers from doors. 

Nokes. A ninny, or fool. John-a-Nokes and Tom-a-Stites ; 
two honest peaceable gentlemen, tepeatedly set together by 
the ears by lawyers of different denomitiations: two fictitious 
names formerly used in law proceedings, but now very 
seldom, having for several years past been supplanted by two 
other honest peaceable gentlemen, namely, John Doe and. 
Richard Roe. 

Nout. Old Noll; Oliver Cromwell. a 

Non-con. A non-conformist, presbyterian, or any other 
dissenter. : 

None-Sucu. One that is unequalled: frequently applied 
ironically. _ 

NonpPAREIL Cius. This club was established at the house 
of John Randall, the celebrated pugilist, at the Hofe-in-the- 
Wall, Chancery-lane, in 1819: and named after him, from 
his being termed the NoNPAREIL of the boxers. It is 
held every Monday evening during the season ; and it is free 
and easy: 

NosuNaE. Melting butter in a wig. 

NoozeEp. Married, hanged. 


NorFOLK Capon. A red herring. 
NorFotk Dump.Linc. A nick-name, or term ‘of jovalar re- 


proach to a Norfolk man; dumplimgs being a favourite food 
in that county. | 

NorTH ALLERTONS. Spurs; that place, like Rippon, bemg 
famous for making them. | 

NORTHUMBERLAND. Lord Northumberland’s arms; a biack 
eye: so called in the last century. Obsolete. 

Norway NEckLotu. The pillory, usually made of Norway 
fir. 

Nosg. As plain as the nose on your face; evidently to be 
seen. Heis led by the nose; he is governed. To follow 
one’s nose ; to go straight forward. To put one’s nose out 
of joint; to rival one in the favour of any person. 'To make 
a bridge of any one’s nose; to pass by him in drinking. To 
nose a stink ; to smell it. He cut off his nose to be re- 
venged of his face ; said of one who, to be revenged on his 

_ neighbour, has materially injured himseff. 

Nos. A thief who becomes an evidence:againat his accom- 
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plices: also, a person who, seejng one or more syspicjous 
characters in the streets, makes a point of watching them, 
in order to frustrate any attempt they may make, or cause 
their apprehension: also, a spy or informer of any de- 
scription. 

Nosg. To give evidence. To inform. His pall nosed and 
he was twisted for a crack; his confederate turned king’s 
evidence, and he was hanged for burglary. 

Nosg. To nose, is to pry into any person’s proceedings in 
an impertinent manner, To nose upon any one, is to tell 
of any thing he has said or done with a view to jnjyre him, 
or to benefit yourself. 

NosE-Bac. A bag fastened to the horse’s head, ig which 
the soldiers of the cavalry put the oats given to their 
horses: whence the saying, I see the nose bag in his face; 
1. e. he has been a private man, or rode private. 

NosEcAy. A blow onthe nose. Pugilisti¢ cent. 

Nos£-GEenr. A nun. | 

NoT A FEATHER TO FLY WITH. Rujned, &c. Cant. 

Notcy. The monosyllable. 

Nots. He changed his note; he told another sort of a story. 

NoTIcE ToQuIT. A cant phrase. When a person is in danger 
of dying from bad health, it is said, he has received “a 
notice to gut.” 

Novus-Box. The head. 

NozzLE. The nose of a man or woman. 

Nus. The neck: also, coition. 

NvBBING. Hanging. Nubbing cheat; the gallows. Nub- 
hie cove; the hangman. Nubbing ken; the sessions 
ouse. 

Nuc. An endearing word: as, My dear nug; my dear love. 

NuGGING-Dress. An out-of-the-way old-fashioned dress, 
or rather a loose kind of dress, denoting a courtezan. 

Nucoinec-Hovusse. A brothel. 

Nutyt. To beat: as, He nulled him heartily. 

NvULL-GRopPERS. Persons who sweep the streets, in search of 
old iron, nails, &. Cant. 

Nutiine Covg. A fighting man. . 

NUMBERS. To consult the book of numbers: a term used 
in the House of Commons, when, instead of answering or 
confuting a pressing argument, the minister calls for a 
division, i. e. puts the matter to the vote. 

NUMBSCULL. A stupid fellow. 

Numms, A sham collar, to be worn over a dirty shirt. 

NUNNERY. A bawdy-house. 

Nurgsg. To cheat: as, they nursed him out of it. An 
estate in the hands of trustees, for the payment of debts, 
is said to be at nurse, 
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Nut. To please a person by any little act of assiduity, by 
a present, or by flattering words, is called nutting him; 
as the present, &c. by which you have gratified them, is 
termed a nut. 

NUTCRACKERS. The pillory: as, The cull peeped through 
the nutcrackers. | 

Nutmecs. Testicles. 

Nuts. It was nuts for them; i.e. it was very ‘agreeable te 

~ them. 

Nuts. Fond, pleased. She’s nuts upon her cull; she’s 
pleased with her cully. The cove’s nutting the blowen; 
the man is trying to please the girl. 

Nuts upon IT. To be very much pleased or gratified with 
any object, adventure, or overture; so a person who con- 

_ ceives a strong inclination for another of the opposite sex, 
is said to be quite nutty, or nuts upon him or her. 

Nuts uPON YOURSELF, A-man who is much gratified with 
any bargain he has made, narrow escape he thas had, or 
other event in which he is interested, will express his 
self-satisfaction or gladness by declaring that he is, or was, 
quite nuts upon himself. 

Nyp, or Nip. A half pint, a nip of ale: whence the nip- 
perkin, a small vessel. | 

NyYpPrerR. A cut-purse: so called by one Wotton, who, in 
the year 1585, kept an academy for the education and 
perfection of pickpockets and cut-purses: his school was 
near Billingsgate, London. As in the dress of ancient 
times many people wore their purses at their girdles, 
cutting them was a branch of the light-fingered art, which 
is now lost, though the name remains. Maitland, from 
Stow, gives the following account of this Wotton: This 
man was a gentleman born, and some time a merchant 
of good credit, but fallen by time into decay: he kept an 
ale-house, near Smart’s Key, near Billinsgate, afterwards,. 
for some misdemeanour, put down. He reared up a new 
trade of life, and in the same house he procured all the 
cut-purses about the city to repair to it; there was 
a school-house set up to teach boys to cut purses: 
two devices were hung up; one was a pocket, and 
another was a purse; the pocket had in it certain coun- 
ters, and was hung about with hawks bells, and over the 
top did hang a little sacring bell. The purse had silver 
init; and he that could take out a counter, without noise 
of any of the bells, was adjudged a judicial nypper: ac- 
cording to their terms of art, a foyster was a pick-pocket ; 
a nypper was a pick-purse, or cut-purse. 

Nyp-Suop. The Peacock, in Gray’s-Inn-lane, where Burtos 
ale is sold in nyps. i 





OAF. A silly fellow. 

OarisH. Simple. 

Oax. A rich man, a man of good substance and credit. 
To sport oak; to shut the outward door of a student’s 
room, at college. An oaken towel; an oaken cudgel. To 
rub a man down with an oaken towel; to beat him. 

OaR. To put in one’s oar; to intermeddle, or give an opi- 
nion unasked ; as, To be sure, you must put in your oar! 
Oatus. The favourite oaths of the thieves of the present 
day are, ‘‘ God strike me blind!” ‘I wish my b——~y eyes 
may drop out if it is not true!” ‘ So help me G-d!” 

‘‘ B——-y end to me!” 

Oats. He has sowed his wild oats; he is staid, or sober, 
having left.off his wild tricks. 

O Be Joyrut. [I'll make you sing O be joyful, on the 
other side of your mouth; a threat, implying the party 
threatened will be made to cry. To sing O be easy; to 
appear contented when one has cause to complain, and 
dare not. 

O BE JoYFuL. Good liquor; brandy. Sea term. 

OBSTROPULOUS. Vulgar misnomer of obstreperous: as, I 
was going my rounds, and found this here gemman ve 
obstropulous, whereof I comprehended him as an auspi- 
cious parson. | : 

Occupy. To occupy a woman; to have carnal knowledge 
of her. 

ODD-COME-SHORTLY’s. [I'll doit one of these odd-come- 
shortly’s; I will do it some time or another. 

Opp FeLtows. A society of that name, that make use of 
signs and pass words, to recognize any one of their order. 
There are numerous lodges of Odd Fellows in all parts 
of the kingdom. 

Opps PLUT AND HER NAILs. A Welsh oath, frequently 
mentioned in a jocular manner by persons, it is hoped, 
ignorant of it’s meaning; which is, By God’s blood, and 
the nails with which he was nailed to the cross. 

Orricz. To give the office; to give information, or mak 

signs to the officers to take a thief. : 

OcueEs. Eyes. Rum ogles; fine eyes. 

O1L orf BARLEY, or BARLEY BROTH. Strong beer. 

- OIL oF GLADNEss. I will anoint you with the oil of glad- 
ness ; ironically spoken for, I will beat. you. 

Oi or Patms. Money. Cant. 
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O1L or StizRuP. A dose the cobbler gives his wife whenever 
she is obstreperous. 

OI TIOAAOI. (Cambridge.) The many; the multitude; 
who take degrees without being entitled for an honour. 
All that is required, are three books of Enclid, and as far 
as Quadratic Equations in Algebra. See PLUCKED, 

Oup Cuap. A good-natured flash phrase. Cart. 

Op Dine. See Har. : 

OLD Doe aTit. Expert, secustomed. 

OLD Doss. Bridewelj. 

Ovp Hanp. Knowing or eapert in any business, 

Oxvp Hagry. A composition used by yintners té adulterate 
thetr wines: also, the nick-name for the Devil. 

Oxup Lac. A man or woman who has been transported, is 
<0 called on returning home, by these who are acquainted 
with the secret. See Lac. 

OLD Mr. Gory. A piece of geld. 

OLD Ne: The Devil: from Weken, the evil spirit of the 
north, 

OLp Ong. The Dewi. Likewise, an expression of quizsical 

_ familiarity, as, “ how d’ye do, OLD ONE?” 

Oup Pree. Peor Yorkshire eheese, made of skinimed ilk. 

OLD PoGcER. The Devil. 

OLD STaGer. One accustomed to business, ane who kaows 
asankiad. | 

OLD Toast. A brick old fellow. Cant. 

QOuwER. The moon. 

OLIVER Is IN Town. A phrase signifying that the nights are 
moenlight, and, consequently, unfavourable to depredation. 

OLIVER’s ScuLL. A chamber pot. 

OusvER's up. The moon has risen. 

OLIVER WHIDDLES. The moon shines. | 

Oxi Compoti1. The name of one of the principal rogues 
of the canting crew. ‘Cant. 

Omneum GaTaERUM. ‘The wholetogether: joeular imitation 
of law Latin. 

Ong in TEM. A-pareon: an allusion to his tithes, : 

Onz or Us, or onE oF My Cousins. A woman of the 
town, @ hazlot. Sa 

OnE Two. 4n boxing, two iblews rapidly put in after each 
other. Jem Belcher was distinguished for his one two. 
Vide note to Randall’s Diary, page 70. 

ONE UPON YouR Taw. A persen who:takes offence at the 
conduct of another, or conceives himself injused by the 
latter, will say, never mind, I'll be one upon your taw ; or, 
I'll be a marble om your taw; meaving, I'll be even with 
you some time. 
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Onion. A seal. Onion hunters; a class of young thieves 
who are on the leok out for gentlemen who wear their 
seals suspended on a ribbon, which they cut, and thus se- 
cure the seals or other trinkets suspended to the watch. 

O.P. anp P.S. Theatrical cant, for Opposite the Prowpter, 
and Prompt Side. 

Open ARSE. A medfar. See Mepiar. | 

OptTIME. The senior and junior optimes are the seeend and 
last classes of Cambridge bhonears conferred on taking a 
degree. That of wranglers is the first. The fast junior 
uptime is called the Wooden Spoon. 

ORDER-RACKET. Obtaining goods from a shopkeeper, by 
means of a forged order or false pretence. 

OrGAN. A pipe. Will you cock your organ? will you 
smoke your pipe? 

OsTLER. Oatstealer. 

OTTOMISED. To be ottomised; to be dissected. You'll be 
scragged, ottomised, and grin m a glass case; you'll be 
hanged, anatomised, and your ‘skeleton kept in a gtass case, 
at Surgeons’ Hall. —< 

Ortromy, The valgar word fora skeleton. 

OvuT AND OuTER. Complete, up to every thing: also, a 
desperate thief, who values not the taws, but bids defiance 
to every opposition. 

Our aT Hees, or Our at Evsows. In declining cir- 
cumstances. 

Our or Print. Slang made use of by booksefers. In 
speaking of any person that is dead, they observe, “ he 
is out ef print.” 

Out or THE Way. A thief who knows that he is sought 
after by the fraps on some information, and, consequently, 
goes out of town, or otherwise concedis himself, ts said by 
his palls to be out of the way for so wd so, naming ‘the 
particular offence he stands charged with. See WANTED. 

Our or Twic. To put yourself out of twig, is to disguise 
your dress and appearance, to avoid being recognised, on 
some particular account; a man reduced by poverty ‘to -wear 
a shabby dress is said by his acquaintance to be out of twig ; 
to put any article out of twig, as a stolen coat, cloak, tc. 
is to alter it in such a way that it cammot be ‘identified. 

OUTRUN THE CONSTABLE. A man who has lived abeve his 
means, or income, is said to have outrun the constable. 

Outs. A gentleman of three outs. See GENTLEMAN. 

OvEN. A great mouth; the old woman would never have 
looked for her daughter in the oven, had she not been there 
herself. 

OVERSEER. A man standing in the-pillory, is, from his ele- 
vated situation, said to be an overseer. 


PA L. 


Own. (To catch the) A trick practised upon ignorant.coan- 
try boobies, who are decoyed into a barn under pretence 
of catching an owl, where, after divers preliminaries, the 
one ends in their having a pail of water poured upon their 

eads. 7 

OWL IN AN Ivy BusH. He looks like an owl in an ivy bush; 
frequently said of a person with a large frizzled wig, ora 
woman whose hair is dressed 4-la-blowze. 

Oyster: A gob of thick phlegm, spit by a consumptive man; 
in law Latin, unum viridum gobbum. 
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P’s. To mind one’s P’s and Q’s; to be attentive to the main 
chance, 

P.P.C. An inscription on the visiting cards of our modern fine 
gentleman, signifying that they have called pour prendre con- 
gé, i.e. ‘to take leave.’ This has of late been ridiculed by 
cards inscribed D.I.O. i. e. ‘ Damme, I’m off.’ 

PackstT. A false report. 

PACKTHREAD. To talk packthread: to use indecent lan- 
guage well wrapt up. 

Pap. The highway, or a robber thereon: also, a bed. Foot- 
pads; foot robbers. To go out upon the pad; to go out ia 
order to commit a robbery. | . 

Pap Borrowers. Horse-stealers. 

Pappy. The general name for an Irishman; being the ab- 

_ breviation of Patrick, the name of the tutelar saint of that 
island. 

Pap THE Hoor. See BEAT THE Hoor. 

PAILLIARDS. Those whose fathers were clapperdogens, or 
beggars born, and who themselves follow the same trade : 
the female sort beg with a number of children, borrowing 
them if they have not a sufficient number of their owo, and 

- making them cry by.pinching, in order to excite charity: the 

- inales make artificial sores on different parts of their bodies, 
to move compassion. 


PaInTER. [I'll cut your painter for you; I'll send you off: the | 


painter being the rope that holds the boat fast to the ship. 
Sea term. | . 

Parr oF WiNGs. Oars. Cant. 

PaLAvER. To flatter: originally, an African word fora treaty, 
talk, or conference. 

PaLL. Accompanion. One who generally accompanies ano- 
ther, or who commit robberies together. ; 

PALM. To bribe, or give money, for the attainment of any 
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object or indulgence; and it is then said that the party who 
receives it is palmed, or that Mr. Palmer is con 

PALMING RAcKET. Secreting money in the palm of the hand ; 
a game at which some are very expert. 

Pam. The knave of clubs, 

PANNAM. Bread. | | 

PANNIER-MAN. A servant belonging to the Temple and 
Gray’s Ina, whose office is to announce the dinner. This, 
in the Temple, is done by blowing a horn; and, in Gray’s Inn, 
by proclaiming the word Manger, Manger, Manger, in each 
of the three courts. 

PaNNy. A house. To doa panry; to rob a house. See the 
Session’s Papers. Probably, panny originally meant the but- 
ler’s pantry, where the knives and forks, spoons, &c. are 
usually kept. The pigs frisked my panny, and nailed my 
screws; the officers searched my house, and seized my pick- 
lack keys. Cant. 

PanTek. A hart; that animal is, in the Psalms, said to pant 
after the fresh water brooks: also, the human heart, which 
frequently pants in time of danger.’ Cané. 

PANTILE-SHop. A presbyterian, or other dissentiag meeting- 


house, frequently covered with pantiles: called, also, a 
cock-pit. 


PANTLER. A butler. 

Pap. Bread sauce: also, the food of infants. His mouth | is 
full of pap; he is still a baby. 

PAPER-SCULL. A thin-sculled foolish fellow. ——_ 

PARENTHESIS, To puta man’s nose into a parenthesis; - to 
pull it, the fingers and thumb answering the hooks or crotchets. 
A wooden parenthesis; the pillery. An iron aaa 
prison. 

Pakincs, The chippings of money. Cant. 

PARISH-BULL. A parson. 

Parish. His stockings are of two parishes; i. e. they a are. not 
fellows. 

PARK-PALEING. Teeth. 

Parson. A guide post, hand or finger-post by the road side, 
for directing travellers: compared to a parson, because, like 
him, it sets people in the night way. See Guipe Post. 

Parson PAtMER. A Jocular name, or term of reproach, to, 
one who stops the circulation of the glass by preaching over 
his liquor ; as it is said was done by a parson of that name 
whose cellar was under his pulpit. 

PARSON’s JOURNEYMAN. A curate. 

PARTIAL. Inclining more to one side than the other, crooked, 
all o’ one hugh. 

Pass BANK. The place for playing at passage, cut into 
the ground almost like a cock-pit: also, the stock or fund. 
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PAssaGe. A camp game with three dice: doublets making 
up.ten, or more, te pass or win; any other chances lose. 

Par. Appesite, or to the purpose. . 

Pate. The head. Carretty-pated; red-haived. 

PATLANDER. An Irishman. , 

Patrico, or PATER-CoveE. The fifteenth rank of the canting- 

tribe; strolliog priests that marry people under a hedge with- 

. Out gospel or common prayer book: the couple, standing on 

. each side of a dead beast, are bid to hive together till death 

.. them does part: so, shaking hands, the wedding is ended : 
also, any minister or parson. | 

PATT£RING, The maundering or pert replies of servants: 

- also, talk or pelaver, in erder to amuse one intended to be 
cheated. Pattering of prayers; tlie confused sound of a 
number of persons praying together. | 

PatTRR. Totalk. To patter flash; to speak flash, or the 
language used by thieves. How the blowen lushes jackey 


' and patters flash; how the wench drinks gin and talks 


. flash. 

PaviER’s WorRKsHop. The street. : 

PaumM. ‘To conceal in the hand. To pavm a die; to bide a 
die in the palo of the hand. He pauwms; he cheats. Don’t 
pretend to paum that upon me. 

PauncH. The belly.” Some think paunch was the original 
name of that facetious. prince of puppets, now called Mr. 
Punch, as he is always represented with a very prominent 
belly: though the common opinion is, that both the mame aud 
character were taken frema celebrated italian comedian, called 

- Polichenello. : 

Paw. A hand or foot. .Look at his dirty paws. Fore paw; 
the hand. Hind paw; the foot. To paw; to touck or han- 
dle clumsily. 

Paw-Ppaw TRICKS. Naughty tricks: an expressioti used by 

nurses, &c. to children. ; 

Pay. To smear over. To pay the bottom of a ship, or boat; 
to smear it over with pitch: the devil to pay and no pitch 

. hot, orready. Seaterm. Also, to beat; as, I will pay you 


as Paul paid the Ephesjans, over the face and eyes, and all - 


your d—d jaws. ‘To pay away; to fight manfully: also, to 
eat voraciously. To pay through the nose; to pay an extra- 
vagamt price. 7 

PracH. To impeach: called, also, to blow the gab, squeak, 
or turn stag. 

Prax. Any kind of lace. 

Prat. To ring a peal in a man’s ears; to scold at him: his 
wife rang him such a peal ! : 
PRARMAEING. Taking bounties from several regiments and 

‘jmihediately deserting. The cove was fined in the steel for 
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pear-making ; the fellow was imprisoned in the house of cor- 
rection for taking bounties from different regiments, 

Peccavi. To ery peccavi; to acknowledge oae’s self in 
an error, to own a fault: from the Latin, peccavi, I have 
sinned. 

Pkck. Victuals. Peck and Pere: victuals and drink. 

PEcKISH. Hungry. 

PECULIAR. A misttess. 

Pep. A basket. Cant. 

PgpLAR’s FRENCH. The cant language, Pedlar’s pony; a 

_ walking stick. 

PERL. To strip: allusion to the taking off the coat or rind of 
an ofange or apple. 

PgerePer. A spying-glass: also, a looking-gless. Track up 
_ the dancers and pike with the peeper: whip up stairs aad run 
off with the leoking-glass. Caré. 

PEEPERS. Eyes. Single peeper; a one-eyed maa. 

PEEPING Tom. A nick-name for a curious pryiag fellow; de- 
rived from an old legendary tale, told of a tailor of Coventry, 
who, whén Godiva, countess of Chester, rode at noon quite 
naked through that tewn, in order to procure certain immu- 
nities for the inhabitants, (notwithstanding the rest of the 

people shut up their houses,) slily peeped out of his window, 
for which he was miraculously struck blind. His fgure, 
peeping out of a windew, is still kept up in remembrance of 
the transaction. 

Pegry. Drowsy. 

PEER. To look about, to be circumspect. 
PEERY. Inquisitive, suspicious. The cull’s peery ; that fel- 
low suspects something. There’s a peery, ’tis ‘snitch; we 

are observed, there’s nothing to be done. 

Pro. Old peg; poor hard Suffolk or Yorkshire cheese. A 
peg is, also, a blow with a straight arm: a term used by the 
professors of gymnastic arts. A peg in the day-light, the 
victualling office, or the haltering place ; a blew in the eye, 
stomach, or under the ear. 

PRe TRANTUM’S. Gone to Peg Trantum’s; dead, 

PELL-MELL. Tumultuonsly, helter-skelter, jumbled tegether. 

Pe.t. A heat, chafe, or. passion; as, What a pelt he was 
in! Pelt is also the skin of several beasts. 

PENANCE-BoaRD. The pillory. 

PENNY WISE AND POUND FOOLISH. Saving im small matters, 
and extravagant in great. 

Penruouse-Naz. A broad- brimmed hat. 

PEPPERED. Infected with the venereal error: 

Peprery. Warm, passionate. 

PERKIN. Water cyder. 

PERRIWINKLE. A wig, 
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PersvaDERS.. Spurs. The kiddey clapped his persuaders 
to his prad, but the traps boned him; the highwayman 
spurred his horse hard, but the officers seized him. 


«¢ 'Twas like using persuaders upon a dead prad.”’ 
_ Vide Crib’s Memorial. — 


PeT. Ina pet; in a passion or miff. 

Perer. A portmanteau or cloak-bag. Biter of peters; one 
that makes it a trade to steal boxes and trunks from behind 
Stage coaches or out of waggons. To rob Peter to pay 
Paul; to borrow of one man to pay another: styled, also, 

- manceuvring the apostles. 

PETER-HUNTING. ‘Traversing the streets or roads for the 
purpose of cutting away trunks, &c, from travelling. car- 

- riages; persons who follow this game are thence called 
peter-hunters, whereas the drag more properly. applies to 
robbing carts or waggons. eo 

PETER-HUNTING-JEMMY. A small iron crow, particularly 
adapted. for breaking the patent chain, with which the 
fuggage is, of late years, secured to gentleman’s carriages; 
and which, being of steel, case-hardened, is fallaciously 
supposed to be proof against the attempts of thieves. 

PETER Luc. Who is Peter Lug? who lets the glass stand 
at his door, or beforehim? § |. “? 

PETTICOAT-HOLD. One who. has an: estate during his wife's 
life, called the apron-string hold. 

PETTICOAT-PENSIONER. A mean-spirited. fellow who lives 
with a woman of the town, and suffers her to maintain him 
in idleness in the character of her fancy-man. , 

PeTrisH. Passionate. e 

PerTyroccER. A little dirty attorney, ready to undertake 
any litigious or. bad cause: it is derived from the French 
words, petit vogue, of small credit, or little reputation. 

PrwrTer. Silver. Cant. 

PHAROAH. Strong malt liquor. , 

PHILISTINES. Bailiffs, or officers of justice: also, drunkards, 

Puos BotrLe. A bottle of phosphorous: used by house- 
breakers, to light their lanthorns. Ding the phos; throw 
away the bottle of phosphorous. 

PHRASE OF PAPER. Half a quarter of a sheet. See VESSEL. 

Puysoc. The face. A vulgar abbreviation of physiognomy. 

Puyz. The face. Rum.phyz; an odd face or countenance. 

Picaroon. A pirate: also, a sharper. 

PICKANINY. A young child, an infant. Negro term. 

PickING. Pilfering, petty larceny. | 

PickLe. An arch waggish fellow. In pickle, or in the 
pickling tub; in a salivation. There are rods in brine, or 

pickle, for him; a punishment awaits him, or is prepared 
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“for him. Pickle herring; the Zany or Merry Andrew of a 
mountebank. See Jack PUDDING. 

PICKTHANK. A tale-bearer or mischief-maker. 

Pickt HatcH. To goto the manor of Pickt Hatch; a 

cant name for some part of the town noted for bawdy- 
houses in Shakspeare’s time, and used by him in that sense. 

Pick-up. To enter into conversation with any person in the 
street, for the purpose of executing some design upon his 
personal property. Among sharpers, it is called picking 
upa flat, a Johnny Raw, a muff, &c.: also, by the drop 
coves, who act together; but this task is allotted to the best 
gammoner of the party, who can spin a good yarn, likewise 
interesting in his conversation, who is termed the picker- 
up. This latter personage is generally enabled to suck the 
fat out of what place he comes from, when he pretends 
he is also a native of the same town, but left it a long time: 
this has the desired effect, and they adjourn to a public- 
house, to take a glass together as old townsmen. The rig 
then commences ; the associates of the picker-up drop in, 
as it were, by accident, and appear as perfect strangers, 
but all join together in order to clean out the flat. The - 
women of the town call it picking up a cull. 

PicTURE-FRAME. The sheriff’s picture-frame; the gallows 

_ or pillory. : 

Piece. A wench. A damned good or bad piece; a girl 
who is more or less active and skilful in the amorous con- 
gress. Hence the (Cambridge) toast, May we never have a 
piece (peace) that will injure the constitution. Piece: tike- 
wise means, at Cambridge, a close, orspot of ground adjacent 
to any of the colleges, as Clare-hall-piece, &e. -The 
spot of ground before King’s College formerly belonged 
to Clare-hall. While Clare-piece belonged to King’s, the 
master of Clare-hall proposed a swop, which being refused 
by the provost of King’s, he erected before their gates 
a temple of Cloacina. It will be unnecessary to say that 
his arguments were soon acceded to. | 

Pic. <A police officer. A China-street pig; a Bow-street 
officer. Floor the pig and bolt; knock down the officer 
and run away. 

Pic. Sixpence. A sow’s baby. Pig-widgeon; a simpleton. 
To pig together; to lie or sleep together, two or more in 
abed. Cold pig; a jocular punishment inflicted by the 
maid servants, or other females of the house, on persons 
lying over long in bed: it consists in pulling off all the 
bed-clothes, and leaving them to pig or lie in the cold. To 
buy a pig in a poke; to purchase any thing without seeing it.. 
Pig’s eyes; small eyes. Pigsnyes; the same: .a vulgar 
term of endearment to a woman. He: can have boiled 
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pig at home; amark of being master of his own house: 
an allusion to a well known poem and story. Brandy. is 
Latin for pig and goose; an apology for drinking a dram 
. after either. . _ tee 
PigEon. A weak silly fellow easily imposed on. To pi- 
_ geon; to cheat. To milk the pigeon; to attempt im- 
_ possibilities, to be put to shifts. for want of money. To 
fly a blue pigeon; to steal lead off a church. z 
Piggons. Sharpers, who, during the drawing of the lottery, 
; wait, ready mounted, near Guildhall, and, as soon as the 
' first two or three numbers are drawn, which they receive 
. from a confederate on a card, ride with them full speed 
to some distant insurance office, before fixed on, where 
there is another of the gang, commonly a decent looking 
woman,- who takes care to be at the office. before the 
hour of drawing;, to her he secretly gives the number, 

. which she insures for a considerable sum; thus biting 
the biter, An obsolete trick. 

PiGEON’s MiLK. Boys and novices are frequently sent, on 
the first of April, to buy pigeon’s milk. ! | 

PIG-HEADED. Obstinate. - 

PIG-RUNNING. A piece of game frequently practised at 
fairs, wakes, &c. A large pig, whose tail is cut short, and 
both soaped and greased, being turned out, is hunted by 
the young men and boys, and becomes the property of him 
who can catch and hold him by the tail above the height 
of his head. | mes te Y 

Pike. To runaway. Pike off; run away. 

PILGRIM’s SALVE. A sirreverence, human excrement. 

PILL, or PEEL GARLICK. Said originally to mean one 
whose skin or hair had fallen off from some disease, chiefly 
the venereal one; but now commonly used by persons 
speaking of themselves: as, there stood poor Pill Garlick; 
i.e. there stood I. : - a 

Pittatoo, The Irish cry or howl at funerals. | 

Pimp. A male procurer, or cock bawd: also, a small faggot 
used about London for lighting fires; named from intro- 
ducing the fire to the coals. 

PIMPLE. The head. 

Pimp WHISKIN. A top trader in pimping. | 

Pin. In or to a merry pin; almost drunk: an allusion to 
a sort of tankard, formerly used in the north, having silver 
pegs or pins set at equal distances from the top to the 
bottom: by the rules of good fellowship, every person 
drinking out of one of. these tankards was to swallow 
the quantity contained between two pins; if he drank more 
or less, he was to continue drinking till he ended at a 
pin: by this means, persons, unaccustomed to measure their 
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draughts, were oblized to drink the whole tankard. Hence, 
when a person was a little elevated with liquor, he was 
said. to have drunk to a merry pin. cS 

Pin-BAskeT. ‘The youngest child. | 

PINCH. . To go into a tradesman’s shop under the pretence 
of purchasing rings or other light artieles, and while ex- 
amining them to shift some up the sleeve of the cout: 
‘alse, to ask for change for a guinea, and when the silver 
is received, to change some of the good shillings for bad 
ones ; then suddenly pretending to recollect that you. had 
sufficient silver to pay the bill, ask for the guinea again, 
and return the change, by which means several bad shil- 
lings are passed. : 

PINCHERS. Rogues who, in changing money, by dexterity 
of hand, frequently secrete two or three shillings out of 
the change of a guinea. This species of roguery is called 
the pineh, or pinching-lay. 

PINcH-GLOAK. A man who works upon the pinch. 

PINCH ON THE PARSON’s SIDE. ‘To defraud the parson 
of his tithe. ~ 

PINDARIC HEIGuTs. Study of Pindar’s Odes. Oxf. Univ. 
cant. 

Pink. To stab or wound with a small sword: probably 
derived from the holes formerly cut io both men and wo- 
men’s clothes, called. pinking. Pink of the fashion; the 
top of the mode, To pink aad wink; frequently winking 

_ the eyes threugh a weakness. in them. 

PINKING-DINDEE. A sweater or mohawk. Irish. 

Pin Money. An allowance settled on a married woman 
for her pocket expenses. 

Prns, Legs. Queer pins; ill-shapen legs. Cant. 

PrPeR. A broken-winded. horse. 

Pipes. Boots. , 

PISCINARIANS. A club or brotherhood, A.D. 1743. 

Piss, He will piss when. he can’t whistle; he will be hanged. 
He shall not piss my money, against the wall; he shall not 
have my money. te spend in liquor. | 


He who once a good name gets, 
May pissa bed, and say he sweats. 


PISs-BURNED. Discoloured: commonly applied. to a dis- 
coloured gray wig. 

PissiING DOWN ANY ONE's Back.. Flattering him. 

Pissinc PINS AND NEEDLES. ‘To have a gonorrhea. 

Piss-MAKER. A great drinker, one much given to liquor. 

Piss-Pot-HALL. A house at Clapton, near Hackney, built 
by a potter chiefly out of the profits of chamber pots, in 

M 2 


PLA 


the bottom of which the portrait of Dr. Sacheverel was 
depicted. 

Piss Propuet. A physician who judges of the diseases of 
his patients solely by the inspection of their urine. 

Piss-PRoUD. Having a false erection. That old fellow thought 
he had an erection, but his was only piss-proad ; said 
of any old fellow who marries a young wife. , 

Pir. A watch-fob. He drew a rare thimble from the swell’s 
pit; he took a handsome watch from the gentleman’s fob. 
Pir. To lay pit and boxes into oue; an operation in mid- 
wifery or copulation, whereby the division between the anus 
and vagina is cut through, broken, and demolished: a.simile 
borrowed from the playhouse, when, for the benefit of some 
favourite player, the pit and boxes are laid together. ‘The 
pit is also the hole under the gallows, where poor rogues, 

unable to pay the fees, are buried. = 

Pit-a-PAT. The palpitation of the heart; as, my heart.went 
pit-a-pat. Pintledy-pantledy ; the same. : 

PITCHER. Newgate, in London, is called by various names ; 
as the pitcher, the stone pitcher, the start, and the stone 
jug, according to the humour of the speaker. | 

PitcHER. The miraculous pitcher, that holds water with the 
mouth downwards; a woman’s commodity. She has cracked 
her pitcher, or pipkin ; she has lost her maidenhead. 

Pit-MAN. A pocket-book worn in the bosom-pocket. 

Pitt's Picture. A window stopt up on the inside to save the 
tax imposed in that statesman’s administration. Party wit. 
PLAINS OF BrTTERIS. The diversion of billiards. Ozf. 

Univ. cant. | : 

PLANK. Toconceal. Scotch cant. 

PLANT. The place in the house of the fence where stolen 
goods are secreted. Any place where stolen goods are con- 
cealed. - 

PLANT. To hide, or conceal, any person or thing, is termed 
planting him or it; and any thing hid is called, the plant ; 
when alluded to'in conversation, such article is said to be 
in plant ; the place of concealment is sometimes called the 
plant, as, I know of a fine plant; that is, a secure hiding- 
place. To spring a plant, is to tind any thing that has been 
concealed by another. To rise the plant, is to take up and 
remove any thing that has been hid, whether by yourself or 
another. A person’s money, or valuables, secreted about 
his house, or person, is called his plant. To plant upon a 
man, is to set somebody to watch his motions ; also, to place 
any thing purposely in his way, that he’ may steal it and 

be immediately detected. 

PLASTER OF WARM Guts. One warm belly clapped to an- 
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other; a receipt frequently prescribed for different dis- 
orders. 

PLATE. Money, silver, prize. He is in for the plate; he has 
won the heat, i.e. is infected with the venereal disorder: a 
simile drawn from horse-racing. When the plate fleet comes 
in; when money comes to hand. 

PLATTER-FACED. Broad-faced. 

Piay. To play booty ; to play with an intention to lose. To 
play the whole game ; to cheat. To play least in sight; to 
hide, or keep out of the way. ‘To play the devil; to be 
guilty of some great irregularity or mismanagement. 

PLtay ACross. What is commonly termed playing booty ; that 
is, purposely losing the game, or match, in order to take in 
the flats who have backed you (see BRIDGE) while the 
sharps divide the spoil in which you have a share. This 
sort of treachery extends to boxing, racing, and every other 
species of sport on which bets are laid; sometimes a sham 
match is made for the purpose of inducing strangers to bet, 
which is decided in such a manner that the latter will in- 
evitably lose. 4 cross signifies generally any collusion or 
unfair dealing between several parties. 

PLuck. Courage. He wants pluck ; he is a coward. Against 
the pluck; against the inclination. Pluck the ribbon; ring 
the bell. To pluck a crow with one ; to setile a dispute, to 
reprave one for some past transgression. To pluck a rose; 
an expression said to be used by women for going to the neces- 
sary-house, which, in the country, usually stands in the 
garden. To pluck,.also, signifies to deny a degree to a can- 
didate at one of the universities, on account of insufficiency. 
The first three books of Euclid, and as far as Quadratic 
Equations in Algebra, will save a man from being plucked. 
These unfortunate fellows are designated by many oppro- 
brious appellations, such as the twelve apostles, the legion 
of honour, wise men of the East, &c. 

PLuc TAIL. A man’s penis. 

Pius. A hundred thousand pounds. 

PLuMMY. It is all plummy; i.e. all is right, or, as it ought 
to be. Cant. 

Piump. Fat, full, fleshy. Plump in the pocket; full in the 
pocket. To plump; to strike, or shoot. Ill give you a 
plump in the bread-basket, or victualling-office; ll give 
you .a blow in the stomach. Plump his peepers, or day- 
lights; give him a blow in the eyes. He pulled out his pops 
and plumped him; he drew out his pistols and shot him, A 
plumper ; a single vote at an election. Plump, also, means 
directly, or exactly: as, it fell plump upon him; it fell 
directly upon him. - | 
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PLUMP CuRRANT. I am not plump currant; I am out of 
sorts. 

PLUMPERS. Contrivances said to be formerly worn by old 
maids, for filling out a pair of shrivelled cheeks. 

PLYER. A crutch: also, a trader. 

POACHING CouNTRY. Resort of all who go shooting. Oxf. 
Univ. cant. 

POCKETS TO LET. Out of cash; done up. Cant. 

Pocug. A bag. Cant. 

Pocy. Drunk. 

Point. To streteh a point; to exceed some usual kmit, to 
take a great stride. Breeches were usually tied ap with 
points, a kind of short laces, formerly given away by the 

- church-wardens at Whitsuntide, under the denomination of 
tags: by taking a great stride these were stretched. 

Point FAILuRE. Catastrophe of plucking. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

PoIsONED. Big with child: that wench is potsened, see how 

. her belly is swelled. Poison-pated ; red-haired. 

Poke. A blow with the fist. Ill lend youa poke. A poke 
likewise means a sack; whence, to buy a pig in a poke; 
i.e. to buy any thing without seeing or properly examin- 
ing it. 

Poni. A sword. Fore-poker; aces and kings at cards. ‘To 
burn your poker; to catch the venereal disease. 

Pots. He is like a rope-dancer’s pole, lead at both ends; a 
saying of a stupid sluggish fellow. 

Po.isH. To polish the king’s iron with one’s eyebrows ; to be 
in gaol, and look through the iron-grated windows. To 
polish a bone; to eat a meal. Come and polish a bone with 
me ; come and eat a dinner, or supper, with me. Odsolete. 

PoLL. The head, jolly nob, napper, or knowledge-box: also, 
a wig. 

Pott. A blow. Lend him a polt in the muns; give him a 
knock in the face, | 

PoMMEL. To beat: originally confined to beating with the 
hilt of a sword, the knob being, from its similarity to a small 
apple, called pomelle ; in Spain it is still called the apple of 
the sword. As the clenched fist likewise somewhat resem- 
bles an apple, perhaps that might occasion the term pom- 
melling to be applied to fisty-cuffs. 

Pomp. ‘To save one’s pomp at whist, is to score five before 
the adversaries are up, or win the game: originally derived 
from pimp, which is Welsh for five; and should be, I have 
saved my pimp. 

Pontius Pitats. A pawn-broker. Pontius Pilate’s guards, 

. the.first regiment of foot, or Royal Scots; so entitled from 
their supposed great antiquity. Pontius Pilate’s counsellor ; 


P OT 


one who, like him, can say, Non invenio causam, 1 can find ° 
no cause: also, (Cambridge) a Mr. Shepherd, of Trinity 
College ; who, disputing with a brother parson on the com- 
parative rapidity with which they read the liturgy, offered to 
give him as far as Pontius Pilate in the Belief. 

Pony. Money. Post the pony; lay down the money. 

Pore. A figure burned every fifth of November, in memory 
of the gunpowder-plot, which is said to have been carried 
on by the papists. 

Popr’s Nosg. The rump of a turkey. 

Porters. Pottage. Cant. 

Pops. Pistols. Pop-shop; a pawn-broker’s shop. To pop; 
to pawn: also, toshoot. I popped my tatler; I pawned my 
watch. I popped the cull; I shot the man. His means are 
two pops and a galloper ; that is, he is a highwayman. 

Pork. Tocry pork; to give intelligence to the undertaker of 
a funeral; metaphor borrowed from the raven, whose note 
sounds like the word pork. Ravens are said to smell carrion 
at a distance. 

PORKER. A hog: also, a Jew. 

PORRIDGE. Keep your breath to cool your porridge; i.e. hold 
your tongue. 

Port For Sturrs. Assumption of a commoner’s gown. Oxf. 
Univ. cant. 

PosEyY, or Porsy. A nosegay. Ishall see you ride backwards 
up Holborn-hill, with a book in one hand and a posey in 
vother; i.e. I shall see you go to be hanged. Malefactors, 
who piqued themselves on being properly equipped for that 
occasion, had always a nosegay to smell to, and a prayer- 
book, although they could not read. 

PosTILION OF THE GOSPEL. A parson who hurries over the 
service. | 

Post NoinTER. A house painter, who occasionally paints 
or anoints posts. Knight of the post; a false evidence, one 
ready to swear any thing for hire. From post to pillar; 
backwards and forwards. 

Pot. The pot calls the kettle black a-se; one rogue exclaims 
against another. 

Pot. On the pot; i.e. at stool. 

PoraToE-TRAP. ‘The mouth. Shut your potatoe-trap and 
give your tongue a holiday ; i.e. be silent. Jrish wit. 

Pot Converts. Proselytes to the Romish church, made by 
the distribution of victuals and money. , 

Pot-HUNTER. One who hunts more for the sake of the prey 
than the sport. Pot valiant; courage from drink. Pot- 
wallopers; persons entitled to vote in certain boroughs by 
having boiled a pot there. 

PoT-WABBLERS. Persons entitled to vote for members of 
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parliament in certain boroughs, from having boiled their pots 
therein. These boroughs are called pot-wabbling boroughs. 

POULTERER. A person that guts letters; i.e. opens them 
and secretes the money. The kiddey was topped for the 
poultry rig; the young fellow was hanged for secreting a 
letter and taking out the contents. 

PouND. To beat. How the milling cove pounded the cull 
for being nuts on his blowen ; how the boxer beat the fellow 
for taking liberties with his mistress. 

Pounp. A prison. See Los’s Pounp. Pounded; impri- 
soned. Shut up in the parson’s pound; married. 

POUNDABLE Any event which is considered certain or inevi- 
table, is declared to be poundable; as, the issue of a game, 
the success of a bet, &c. 

PoUND IT. To ensure or make a certainty of any thing; thus, 
a man will say, 1’ll pound itto beso; taken, probably, from 
‘the custom of laying, or rather offering, ten pounds to a 
crown ata cock-match, in which case, if no person takes 
this extravagant odds, the battle is atanend. This is termed 
pounding a cock. | 

poten ean The same as pickling-tub. See Pick LiNc- 

UB. 

PowDER-MoNKEY. A boy on board a ship of war, whose 
business is to fetch powder from the magazine. 

PraD. A horse. The swell flashes a rum prad; the gentle- 
man sports a fine horse. 

“ And long before day-light, pigs, rattlers, and prads, 
Were in motion for Moulsey, brim full of the lads.” ° 
Vide Crib’s Memorial. 


« And prads and rattlers rolled by, 
Full trot, in dranken revelry.” 
Vide Moulsey, a Poem at the end of Randall's Diary. 


PravD Cove. A horse-dealer. 

Prap Lay. Cutting bags from behind horses, Cant. 

PRANCER. A horse. Prancer’s nob; a horse’s head, used as 
‘a seal to.a counterfeit pass. At the sign of the prancer’s 
poll; i. e. the nag’s head. 

PraTE Roast. A talkative boy. 

PratinG CHEAT. The tongue. 

PRATTLE Brotu. Tea. See CHATTER BROTH, SCANDAL 
BroTtu, &c. 

PratTTLiING-Box. The pulpit. 

Pratts. Buttocks: also, a tinder-box. Cant. 

Pray. She prays with her knees upwards; said of a woman 
much given to gallantry and intrigue. At ber last prayers; 
saying of an old maid. 

PRESERVE OF LoNG BILLS. Stock of debts to be discharged. 
Oxf. Univ. cant. 
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PRICKLOUSE. A tailor. - 

PRIEST-CRAFT. The art of awing the laity, managing their 
consciences, and diving into their pockets. | 

PRIEST-LINKED. Married. 

PRIEST-RIDDEN, Governed by a priest, or priests. 

Pric. A thief, a cheat: also, a conceited coxcomical fellow. 

PriccEeRs. Thieves in general. Priggers of prancers; 
horse-stealers. Priggers of cacklers ; robbers of hen-roosts. 

PRIGGING. Riding: also, lying with a woman. 

PRiG NAPPER. A thief-taker. 

PRIGSTAR. A rival in love. 

PRIME. Bang up. Quite the thing. Excellent. Well done. 
She’s a prime piece; she is very skilful in the venereal act. 
Prime post; she’s a prime article. 

PRIMINARY. I had like to be brought into a priminary; i. e. 
into trouble: from premunire. 

PRINCE Pric. A king of the gypsies: also, the head thief, 
or receiver general, 

PRINCES. When the majesty of the people was a favourite 
term in the House of Commons, a celebrated wit, seeing 
chimney sweepers dancing on a May-day, styled them the 
young princes. _ 

Princop. A pincushion. Scotch. Also, a round plump 
man or woman. 

Princox. A pert, lively, forward, fellow. 

PrincuM Prancum. Mrs, Princum Prancum; a nice, pre- 
cise, formal, madam. 

PRINKING. Dressing. over nicely: prinked up as if he 
came out of a bandbox, or fit to sit upon a cupboard’s 
head. 

Print. All in print; quite neat or exact, set, screwed up. 
Quite in print; set in a formal manner. 

PRIsciaN. To break Priscian’s head; to write, or speak false 
grammar. Priscian was a famous grammarian, who flourish- 
ed at Constantinople in the year 525; and who was so de- 
voted to his favourite study, that to speak false Latin in 
his company was as disagreeable to him as to crack his 
head.* | 

PRITTLE PRATTLE. Insignificant talk: generally applied to 
women and children. 

Prog. Provision. Rum prog; choice provision. To prog; 
to be on the hunt for provision: called, in the military term, 
to forage. } 

. Property. To make a property of any one; to make 
him a conveniency, tool, or cat’s paw; to use him as one’s 
own. 


® This is inserted for the benefit of country gentlemen. 
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Props. Crutches. | 

PrRovup. Desirous of copulation. A proud bitch; a bitch at 
heat, or desirous of a dog. eae 

PROVENDER. He from whom any money is taken on the 
highway: perhaps, providor or provider. Cant. 

PROVINCE oF Baccuus. Inebriety. Oxf. Univ. cant. | 

PRUNELLA. Mr. Prunella; a parson: parsons’ gowns being 
frequently made of prunella. | 

Pry. To examine minutely intoa matter or business. A pry- 
ing fellow; a man of impertinent curivsity, apt to peep and 
inquire into other mens’ secrets. 

Pusiic LEGER. A prostitute; because, like that’ paper, 
she is open to all parties. . 

Pusiic MAN. A bankrupt. 

Pucker. All in 4 pucker; in a dishabille: also, in a fright; 

__ as, she was in a terrible pucker. | 

PuckER WATER. Water impregnated with alum, or other 
astringents, used by old experienced traders to counterfeit 
virginity. 

PUDDING-HEADED FELLow. A stupid fellow, one whose 
brains are all in confusion. 

Puppincs. The guts. I'll let out your puddings. 

PuppiNG SLeEvEs. A parson. © 

Puppine Time. In good time, or at the beginning of a 
meal: pudding formerly making the first dish. To give the 
¢rows a pudding; to die. You must eat some cold pudding 
to settle your love. 

Purr, or Purrer. One who bids at auctions, not with an 
intent to buy, but only to raise the price of the lot: for 
which purpose, many are hired by the proprietor of the 
goods on sale. Puffing is at present greatly practised, and 
essentially necessary in all trades, professions, and callings. 
To puff and blow; to be out of breath. © 

Puc. A Dutch pug; a kind of lap-dog, formerly much in 
vogue: also, a general name for a monkey. 

P.C.  Pugilistic Club; a society of gentlemen, founded in 
1814, expressly for the purpose ‘of keeping alive the prin- 
ciples of courage and hardihood which have distinguished 
the British character, and to check the progress of that ef- 
feminacy which wealth is apt to produce. Men of rank, as- 
sociating together, learn to prize the native and acquired 
powers of human nature. The incitement which they pro- 
- duce to noble deeds of hardihood and bravery, and the high 

respectability which they confer by the patronage of their 
rank and fortune, is of inestimable benefit. This club con- 
sists of about 120 subscribers, 

Pue Drink. Watered cyder. 
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PUGNOSED, or Pugeiriep. A person with a snub or turned 
up nose. , 

Putt. To be pulled; to be arrested by a police officer. 
To have a pull is to have an advantage; generally where 
person has some superiority at a game of chance or 
skill. 

PULL: TO HAVE THE PuLL. Is a sort of advantage pos- 
sessed by one person over another, either by talent or trick. 
In gambling, it is having such a knowledge of the cards 
that the odds are likely to be in your favour, and which is 
called having the pull: also, to have the power of injuring 
a person by the knowledge of anything erroneous in his 
conduct, which may, perhaps, leave his character or per- 
sonal safety at your mercy, is likewise termed having the 
pull upon him; i.e. to have him under your thumb. 

PULLY Aixuiy. To have a game at pully hauly; to romp 
with women. 7 

Pump. A thin shoe. To pump; to endeavour to draw a 
secret from any one without his perceiving it. Your 
pump is good but your sucker is dry; said by any one toa 
person who is attempting to pump him. Pumping was 
also a punishment for bailiffs who attempted to act in 
privileged places, such as the Mint, Temple, &c. It is 
also a piece of discipline administered to a pickpocket 
caught in the fact, when there is no pond at hand. To 
pump ship; to make water, and, sometimes, to vomit. Sea 
phrase. 

Pump WATER. He waschristened in pump water ; commonly 
said of a person that has a red face. | 

Puncu. A liquor called, by foreigners, contradiction, from 
its being composed of spirits to make it strong, water to 
make it weak, lemon-juice to make it sour, and sugar to 
make it sweat. .Punch is also the name of the prince of 
puppets, the chief wit and support of a puppet-shou. To 
punch it is a cant term for running away. Punchable; old 
passable money, anno 1695. A girl that is ripe for man is 
called a punchable wench. Cobbler’s punch; urine with a 
cinder in it. 

PUNISHED. Severely beaten. Pugilistic cant. 

Punk. A whore: also, asoldier’s trull. See TRULL. 

Puny. Weak. A puny child; a weak little child. A puny 
stomach ; a weak stomach. Puny, or puisne, judge; the 
last made judge. | 

Purit. MonceERs. Persons at the universities, who make it 
their business to instruct and superintend a number of 

’ pupils. + ; 

Pupit’s Straits. Interval between -restraint and liberty. 

Oxf. Univ. cant. : 
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Puppy. An affected or conceited coxcomb. 

PURBLIND. Dim-sighted. | 

Purt. Ale, in which wormwood has been infused, or ale and 
bitters drank warm. 

Pur. Roya. Canary wine, with a dash of tincture of worm- 
wood. 

PuRSENETS. Goods taken up at thrice their value, by young 
spendthrifts, upon trust. 

Purse Proup. One that is vain of his riches. 

PURSER’S Pump. A bassoon: from its likeness to a syphon, 
called a purser’s pump. 

Porsy, or Pursivg. Short-breathed, or foggy, from being 
over fat. ; 

PusHING-ScHOOL, A fencing school: also, a brothel. 

Put. A country put; an ignorant awkward clown. To put 
upon any one; to attempt to impose on him, or to make bim 
the but of the company. 

Putry Cove, or Covess, A man or woman upon whom no 
dependence can be placed; i. e. they are as liable as putty, 
which can be bent any way. 

Put up AFFAIR. A preconcerted plan to rob a house, at the 
suggestion of the porter, or servants belonging to it; they, 
possessing a knowledge of the premises, are the most com- 
petent to advise the best and safest mode to carry it into ef- 
fect ; pointing out all the places where the plate and other 
valuable articles are deposited, &c Instances of this kind are 
too frequent in London. The putter-up, as he is called, 
comes in for a share of the booty, although he may take no 
active part in the robbery. 

PuzzLE-Causg, A lawyer who has a confused understanding. 

PuzzLE-Text. An ignorant blundering parson. 

PuzzuinG Sticks. The triangles to which culprits are tied 
up, to undergo the punishment of whipping. 
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QUACK. An ungraduated ignorant pretender to skill in 
physic, a vender of nostrums. ae a a 
QUACKING CHEAT. A duck. 
QUACK-SALVER. A mountebank, a seller of salves. —s 
QuaiL-PipE. .A woman’s tongue: also, a device to tak 
birds of that name by imitating their call. Quail-pipe 
boots; boots resembling a quail-pipe, from the number of 
plaits; they were much worn in the reign of Charles II. . 
QUAKING CuEaT. A calf or sheep. 7 
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QUANDARY. To be in a quandary; to be puzzled: also, 
one so over-gorged, as to be doubtful which he should do 
first, sh—e or spew. Some derive the term quandary from 
the French phrase qu’en dirai je? what shall I say of it? 
others, from an Italian word signifying a conjurer’s circle. 

QUARREL-PICKER. A glazier; from the small squares in 
casements, called carreuz, vulgarly, quarrels. . 

QUARTERED. Divided into four parts; to be hanged, drawn, 
and quartered, is the sentence on traitors and rebels. Per- 
sons receiving part of the salary of an office from the hol- 
der of it, by virtue of an agreement with the donor, are 
said to be quartered on him. Soldiers billetted on a pub- 
lican are likewise said to be quartered on him. 

QuasH. To suppress, annul, or overthrow; vulgarly pro- 
nounced squash; they squashed the indictment. 

QuEAN. A slut, or worthless woman, a strumpet. 

QueeEN Dick. To the tune of the life and death of Queen 
Dick. That happened in the reign of Queen Dick; i. e. never. 

QUEEN-STREET. A man governed by his wife, is said to live 
in Queen-street, or atthe sign of the.Queen’s Head. 

QUEER, or QuIRE. Base, roguish, bad, naught, or worth- 
less. How queerly the cull touts; how roguishly the fellow 
looks. It also means odd, uncommon. Cant. 

Queer. A dealer in gueer among sweeps, is an impostor, one 
who serves the farmer with a mixed-up article in imitation 
of soot. 

QUEER. To puzzle or confound. I bave queered the old | 
full bottom; i.e. I have puzzled the judge. To queer 
one’s ogles among bruisers; to darken one’s day lights. 

QUEER AS Dick’s HATBAND. Qut of order, without know- 
ing one’s disease. 

QUEER BaIL, Insolvent sharpers, who make « profession 
of bailing persons arrested: they are generally styled Jew- 
bail, from that branch of business beiug chiefly carried on 
by the sons of Judah. The lowest sort of these, who 
borrow or hire clothes to appear in, are called -mounters, 
from their mounting particular dresses suitable to the occa- 
sion. Cant. 

QueeR Birps. Rogues relieved from prison and returned 
to their old trade. 

QUEER BitcH. An odd out-of-the-way fellow. 

QueeR BiT-MAKERS. Coiners. Cant. 

QUEER BLuFFER. The master of a public-house the resort 
of rogues and sharpers, a cut-throat inn or ale-house 
keeper. 

QUEER BuNG. An empty purse. 

QUEER CHECKERS. Among strolling players, door-keepers, 
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who defraud the company by falsely checking the number 
of people in the house. ' 

QUEER CoLE FENCER. A putter off, or utterer, of bad 
money. 

QUEER Cote Maker. A maker of bad money. 

QuEER Cove. A rogue. Cant. 

QuEER CuFFIN. A justice of the peace: also, a churl. 

QUEER DEGEN. An ordinary sword, sia ar iron hilted: 

QUEER IT. To spoil it. Cant. | ; | 

QUEER KEN. A prison. Cant. ae ca ae 

QUEER Kicks, A bad pair of breeches. - 4 

QUEER Mort. A diseased strumpet. Cant. 

QUEER Nas. A felt hat, or other bad hat. 

Queer PLuNGERs. Cheats who throw themselves into the | 
water, in order that they may be taken up by their ac- | 
complices, who carry them to one of the houses appointed | 
by the Humane Society for the recovery of drowned per- 

_sons, where they are rewarded by the Society with a guinea | 
each; and the supposed drowned persons, pretending he 
was driven to that extremity by great necessity, is also 
frequently sent away with a contribution in his pocket. 

QUEER PRANcER. A bad worn-out foundered horse: also, - |; 
a cowardly, or faint-hearted horse-stealer. 

QUEER RoostzR. Aa informer that pretends to be - -eeping, 
st thereby overhears the conversation of thieves in night 
cellars. haw 

QUEER SCREENS. Forged notes. Cané. 

QUEER-STREET. _ Wrong. Improper. Contrary to one’s 
wish, It is Queer-street, a cant phrase, to signity that it 
is wrong or different to our wish. | | 

QUEER WEDGEs. Large buckles. 

QuiBBLE. To make subtle distinctions: also, to play upon. 
words, - | 

QUICK AND NIMBLE. More like a bear than a squirrel. 
Jeeringly said to any one moving sluggishly on a business 
or errand that requires despatch. 

Quip. The quantity of tobacco put into the mouth at one 
time. To quid tobacco; to chew tobacco. Quid est hoc? 
hoc est quid; a guinea. Half a quid; half a guinea. The 
swell tipped me fifty quid for the prad; the gentleman 
' gave fifty guineas for the horse. 

QuIpNUNC, A politician: from a character of that: same 
in the farce of the Upholsterer. 

Quips. Cash, money. Can you tip me any quids? can you 
lend some money 2 

QUIFFING. Rogering. See RoGER. 

QUILL Driver. A clerk, scribe, or hackney writer. 


————_ 
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QuiLt. To thrash. Cant. 


_‘ Up with your hat in the Surrey air . 
And turn to and quilt the Nonpareil.” 
Lines to Martin, the Baker, in Randall's Scrap Book. 


a4 


Quim. The monosyllable: perhaps, from the Spanish quemar, 
to burn. ( Cam idge.) A-piece’s furbelow. 

QuinsEY. Choked by a hempen quinsey ; sa 

Quipps. Girds, taunts, jests. Od 

QurrE; or CHork Brrp. A complete rogue, one - that: ‘has 


«_ “sung in different choirs or cages; i.e. gaols. Cant. :> «: 
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Quirks AND QuiLtets. Tricks and devices. Quirks in 
law; subtle distinctions and evasions. 

Qui TAM. A qui tam horse; one that will both carry and 
draw. Law wit. 

Quiz. A strange-looking fellow, an odd dog. Oxford.. 

Quop.. Newgate, or any other prison, The dab’s in quod; 
the poor rogue is in prison, 

Quop Cove. The keeper of a jail. Cant. : 

Quora. Snack, share, part, proportion, or dividend. Tip 
‘me-ny quota; give me part of the winnings, booty, or 
plunder. Cant. 
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ABI: -A Welsh rabbit; bread and cheese toasted; i.e. 


a Welsn rare bit. Rabbits were also a sort of wonder 
cans to drink out of, now out of use. 

Ragssit CATCHER. A midwife. 

RasBit Suckers. Young spendthrifts taking uP goods on 
trust at great prices. 

Rack Rent. Rent strained to the utmost value, To he 
at rack and manger; to be in great disorder. 

RACKET. Some particular kinds of fraud and robbery are 
so termed, when called by their flash titles, and others, 
Rig; as, the Letter-racket ; the Order-racket ; the Kid- 
rig; the Cat and Kittenrig, &c. but all these terms 
depend on the fancy of the speaker. In fact, any game 
may be termed a rig, racket, suit, slum, &c. by prefixing 
thereto the particular branch of depredation or fraud in 
question, many examples of which occur in this work. 

Rarrs. An appellation given by the gownsmen of the uni- 
versity of Oxford to the inhabitants of that place. 

Rac. Bank notes. Money in general. The cove has no 
rag the fellow has no money. 

Rac. A farthing. 

Rac. To abuse, and tear to rags the characters of. the 
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rsops abused. She gave him a good ragginy; or ragged 
im off heartily. a 

RaGAMUFFIN. A ragged fellow, one all in tatters, a tatter- 
demalion. ; 

Rac CARRIER. An ensign. 

Rac Farr. An inspection of the. linen and necessaries of a 
company of soldiers, commonly made by their officers on 
Mondays or Saturdays. 

Rac-corcy. A rich or monied man, but generally used in 
conversation when a particular gentlemen, or person high. 
in office, is hinted at; instead of mentioning his name, 
they say, the Rag-gorgy, knowing themselves to be un-. 
derstood by those they are addressing. See Cove, .and 

' SWELL. 

Rac Water. Gin, or any other common dram: these 
liquors seldom failing to reduce those that drink them to 
rags. -_ 

Rarts. See Heap Rats. A dish of rails; a lecture, joba- 
tion, or scolding from a married woman to her husband. 

Rarinsow. Knight of the rainbow; a footman: from being 
commonly clothed in garments of different colours, A 
meeting of gentlemen, styled of the most ancient order of 
the rainbow, was advertised to be held at the Foppington’s 
Head, Moorfields. 

Rainy Day. To lay up something for a rainy day; to pro- 
vide against a time of necessity or distress. 

Rakk, RAKEHELL, or RAKESHAME. A lewd, debauched 
fellow. 

Ratpy Spooner. A fool. | 

RaM Cat. A he cat. 

RAaMMER. The arm. The busnapper’s kenchin seized m 
rammer; i. e. the watchman laid hold of my arm. Cant. 

RamMIsH. Rank. Rammish woman; a sturdy virago. 

Ramp. To rob any person or place by open violence or sud- 
denly snatching at something and running off with it; as, I 
ramp'd him of his montra; why did you not ramp his castor? 
&c. A man convicted of this offence is said to have done 
for a ramp. This audacious game, is called by prigs, the 
ramp, and is nearly similar to the Russ, which see. 

RAMSHACKLED. Out of repair. A ramshackled house; 
perhaps a corruption of ransacked, i. e. plundered. 

Ranpby. Obstreperous, unruly, rampant. 

RANGLING. Intriguing with a variety of women. 

Rank. Complete, absolute, downright, an emphatical man- 
ner of describing persons or characters, as, a rank nose, 
a rank swell, &c. &c. 

RANK RipER, A highwayman. | 

RANTALLION. One whose scrotum is so relaxed as to be 
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Yongerthan his penis; i. e. whose shot-pouch is longer than’ 
the barrel of his piece. 

RANTIPOLE. A rude romping boy or girl: also, a gadabout 
dissipated woman. To ride rantipole; the same as riding 
St. George. See Sr. GEORGE. ees 

RANTUM ScANTuM. Playing at-rantum scantum; making the 
beast with two backs. | 

Rap. To take a false oath: also, to curse. He rapped out a 
volley; i.e. he swore a whole volley of oaths. To rap, 
means, also, to exchange or barter: a rapis likewise an Irish © 
half-penny. Rap on the knuckles; a reprimand. 

RAPPAREES. Irish robbers, or outlaws, who, in the time of 
Oliver Cromwell, were armed with short weapons, called 
in Irish rapiers, used for ripping persons up. | 

RAPPER. A swinging great lie. é 

RAREE SHow MEN. Poor Savoyards, who subsist by show- 
ing the magic lantern and marmots about London. 

RascaL. A rogue or villain: ‘a term borrowed from the 
chase; a rascal originally meant a lean shabby deer, at 
the time of changing his horns, penis, &c. whence, in the 
vulgar acceptation, rascal is conceived to signify a man 
without genitals: the regular vulgar answer to this reproach, 
if uttered by a woman, is the offer of an ocular demonstra- 
tion of the virility of the party so defamed. Some derive it 
from rescaglione, an Italian word signifying a man without 
testicles, or an eunuch. 

Rat. A drunken man or woman taken up by the watch, and 
confined in the watch-house. Cant. To smell a rat; to 
suspect some intended trick, or unfair design. 

Rats. Of these there are the following kinds: a black rat 

_ and a grey rat, a py-rat and a cu-rat. 

Rats. Men, in trade, who undermine each other, and who 
are not true to the cause in which they have embarked. This 
conduct is termed ratting. 

RATTLE. A dice-box. To rattle; to talk without considera- 
tion: also, to move off, or go away. To rattle one off; to 
rate or scold him. : 

RatTre-Pate. A volatile, unsteady, or whimsical, man or 
woman. ; 

RaTTLER. A coach. Rattle and prads; a coach and horses. 

“ At a quarter past ten by Pat C——h’s tattler, 


Crib came on the ground in a four-in-hand rattler.” 
Vide Crib’s Memorial. 


RATTLE-TRApPs. A contemptuous name for any curious port- 
able piece of machinery, or philosopbical apparatus. 
RATTLING CovE, Acoachman. Cant. 
RATTLING MuMPERS, Beggars who ply coaches. Cant. - 
N 
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Raw HEAD AND Bioopy Bones. A bull beggar, searechild, 
with which foolish nurses terrify crying brats. 

READER. A pocket-book. Cant. 

READER MERCHANTS. Pick-pockets; chiefly youngJews, who 

* ply about the Bank to steal the pocket-books of persons who 
. have just received their dividends. 

ReapDy. ‘The ready rhino; money. Cant. 

Resus. A riddle, or pun, on a man’s name, expressed _ in 
_ sculpture or painting, thus, a bolt, or arrow and a tun, for 
; Balton; death’s head and atun, for Morton. 

RECEIVER-GENERAL. A prostitute; also, in boxing, a man 
who takes all the blows, and gives none in return. 

Recxon. To reckon with one’s host; ta make an erroneous 
judgement in one’s own favour. To cast up one’s reckoning, 
or accounts; to vomit. 

Rgecopnrers. The time of settlement between the bulls and 
bears at the Stock-Exchange, when the losers must pay their 

., differences, or become lame ducks, and waddle out of the Alley.. 

RECRUITING SERVICE. Robbing on the highway. 

RED FusTIan. Port.wine. 

RED LANE. Thethroat. Gone down thered lane: swallowed. 

Rep Latticz. A public-house. 

Rep Letrer Day, A saint’s day, or holiday, marked in the 
calendars with red letters. Red-letter-men; Roman {Catho- 
i :. from their observation, of the saints’ days marked in red 

etters. fe ag 

Rep RaG.. The tongue. Shut your potatoe trap, and give 
‘your red rag a holiday; i.e. shut your moyth, and let your 
tongue rest. Too much of the red rag; too much topgye. 

RED RipBon. Brandy. 

Rep Sait-yARD Dockers. Buyerg of ‘stores stolen aut of 
the royal yards and docks. 

‘Rep SHank. A Scotch highlander. | , 

REGULARS. Share of the booty. The coves cracked the 
swell’s crib, fenced the swag,.and each cracksman napped 
his regular; some fellows broke open a gentleman's hause, 
and, after selling the property which they had stolen, they 
divided the money between them. 

REIGN. The length or continuance of a man’s career in a 
system of wickedness, which, when he is ultimately bowled- 
out, is said to have been a Jong or a short reign, according 
to its duration. 

RELicious Horsk, One much given to prayer, or apt to be 
down upon his knees. 

RE Licrous PAINTER. One who does not break the command- 
ment which prohibits the making of the likeness of any thing 
in heaven or earth, or in the waters under the earth. 

RELISH, THE. The sign of the Cheshire cheese. 
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Rexisa. Carnal connection with a woman. 

ReMEDY. Asovereign. Cant. 

REMEDY-CritcH. A chamber-pot, or member-mug. 

REMEMBER ParRsoN MELHAM. Drink about: a Norfolk 
phrase. 7 

RENDEzvous. A place of meeting. The rendezvous of the 
beggars were, about the year 1638, according to the Bell- 
man, St. Quinton’s, the Three Crowns in the Vintry, St. 
Tybs, and at Knapsbury: there were four barns within a 
mile of London. In Middlesex, were four other harbours, 
called Draw the Pudding out of the Fire; the Cross Keys, in 
Craneford parish; St. Julian’s, in Isleworth parish ; and the 
house of Pettie in Northall parish. In Kent, the King’s Barn, 
near Dartford ; and Ketbrooke, near Blackheath. 

Rep. A woman of reputation. 

ReEposirory. A lock-up or spunging-house, a gaol: also, 
livery-stables where horses and carriages are sold by auction. 

RESURRECTION CovEs. Persons employed by the students in 
anatomy to steal dead bodies out of church-yards. 

REVERENCE. An ancient custom, which obliges any person 
easing himself near the highway, or foot-path, on the word 
reverence being given him by a passenger, to take off his 
hat with his teeth, and, without moving from his station, 
to throw it over his head, by which it frequently falls into 
the excrement: this was considered as a punishment for 
the breach of delicacy. A person refusing to obey this law 
might be pushed backwards. Hence, jperhaps, the term 
sir-reverence. | 

REVERSED. A man set, by bullies, on his head, that his money 
may fall out of his breeches, which they afterwards, by ac- 
cident, pick up. See HoIsTING. 

REVIEW OF THE BLaAck CurrRassiERS. A visitation of the 
clergy. See Crow Farr. | 

RHEUMATISM IN THE SHOULDER. To be arrested. Cant. 

Ruwino. Money. Cant. | 

Ris. A wife: an allusion to our common mother, Eve, made 
out of Adam’s rib. A crooked rib; a cross-grained wife. 

RIBALDRY. Vulgar abusive language, such as was spoken by 
ribalds. Ribalds were originally mercenary soldiers, who 
travelled about, serving any master for pay, but afterwards 
degenerated into a mere banditti. 

RrpBpon. Money. Theribbon runs thick; i.e. there is plenty 
of money. Cant. Blue Ribbon. Gin. The cull lushes 
the blue ribbon ; the silly fellow drinks common gin. 

Rissons. The reins. | | 

Rreroast. To beat: T’'ll ribroast him to his heart’s content. 

RICHARD Snary. A dictionary. A country lad, having been 
reproved for calling persons by their Christian names, being 
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sent by his master to borrow a dictionary, thought to show 
his breeding by asking for a Richard Snary. 

Ricw Face, or Nosg. A red pimpled face. 

Ripce. Gold, whether in coin or any other shape, as a ridge 
montra ; a gold watch. A cly full of ridge; a pocket full _ 
of gold. 

Ripe. A guinea. Ridge cully; agoldsmith. Cant. 

Ripinc St. GEoRGE. The woman uppermost in the amorous 
congress, that is, the dragon upon St. George. This is said 
to be the way to get a bishop. 

RIDING SKIMMINGTON. A ludicrous cavalcade, in ridicule of 
a man beaten by his wife. It consists of a mau riding 
behind a woman, with his face to the horse’s tail, holding a 
distaff in his hand, at which he seems to work, the woman 

_ all the while beating him with a ladle; a smock, displayed 
on a staff, is carried before them as an embiematical stan- 
dard, denoting female superiority : they are accompanied by 
what is talled the rough music, that 1s, frying-pans, bulls’ 
horns, marrow-bones and cleavers, &c. A procession of this 
kind is admirably described by Butler, in his Hudibras, He 
rode private; i.e. he was a private trooper. 

Rirf Rarr. Low vulgar persons, mob, tag-rag and bob-tail. 

Ric. Fun, game, diversion, or trick. ‘To run one’s rig upon 
avy particular person; to make hima butt. I am up to your 
rig ; [ am a match for your tricks. ge 

Riccinc. Clothing. I'll unrig the bloss; I’ll strip the wench. 
Rum rigging; fine clothes, ‘The cull has rum rigging, let’s 
ding him, mill him, and pike; the fellow has good clothes, 

_let’s knock him down, - rob him, and scour off, i.e, run away, 

Rient. Allright! A favourite expression among thieves, to 
signify that all is as they wish, or proper for their purpose. 
All right, band down the jemmy ; every thing is in proper 
order, give me the crow: also, said by the coachman to the 
guard before he starts from any place. 

RIGMAROLE.” Roundabout, nonsensical. He told a long rig- 
marole story. ; | 

R1NG. Money procured by begging : beggars so called it from 
its ringing when thrown to them: also, a circle formed for 
boxers, wrestlers, and cudgel-players, by men who go round 
the circle, striking at random with their whips, to prevent the 
populace trom crowding in. 

‘Rine A Peat. To scold: chiefly applied to women. His 
wife rung him a fine peal ! 

RINGING, or RINGING-IN. To ring the changes, is a fraud 
practised by smaskers, who, with great dexterity, in getting 
good money in change, ring-in one or two bad shillings, or 
half-crowns, and then request the unsuspecting tradesman to 
change them. | 
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RINGING Castors. This circumstance is often practised at 
churches and other public places, for the purpose of 
changing hats, by taking away a good, and leaving a 
shabby one in its stead. 

Rip. A miserable rip; a poor, lean, worn-out horse. A 
shabby mean fellow. 3 | 

Riprpons. Spurs: Rippon is famous for a manufactory of 
spurs, both for men and fighting cocks. 

River Tick. Standing debts, which only discharge them- 
selves at the expiration of three years by leaving the Lake 
of Credit, and meandering through the haunts of 100 
creditors. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

ROARATORIOS AND Uproars. Oratorios and operas. 

Roarer. A broken-winded horse. 

ROARING Boy. A noisy riotous fellow. 

ROARING TRADE. A quick trade. | 

Roast. To arrest. Ill roast the dab; I'll arrest the rascal ; 
also, to jeer, ridicule, or banter. He stood the roast; 
he was the butt. Roast-meat clothes; Sunday or holiday 
clothes. To cry roast meat; to boast of one’s situation, 
To rule the roast; to be master or paramount. 

Roast AND BoILeD. A nick name for the Life Guards, 
who are mostly substantial house-keepers, and eat daily 
of roast and boiled. 

Ropert’s MEN. The third old rank of the canting crew, 
mighty thieves, like Robin Hood. ° | 

Rosy DovucG.as, with one eye and a stinking breath; the 
breech. ‘ 

ROCHESTER PorRTION. ‘Two torn smocks, and what nature 

ave. 

Rocan: He was rocked in a stone kitchen; a saying meant 
to convey the idea that the person spoken of is a fool, his 
brains having been disordered by the jumbling of his cradle. - 

RoGeER. A portmanteau: also, a man’s yard. Cant. 

Rocer, or Tis OF THE BUTTERY. A goose. Cant. Jolly 
Roger ; a flag hoisted by pirates. 

Rocer. To bull, or lie with a woman; from the name of 
Roger being frequently given to a bull. 

Rocues. The fourth order of canters. A rogue in grain; 
a great rogue: also, a corn-chandler. A rogue in spirit; 
a distiller or brandy-merchant. 

Rocum PocuM, or DRAGRUM PoGRAmM. Goat’s beard, 
eaten for asparagus; so called by the ladies who gather 
cresses, &c. who also deal in this plant. 

Rouuers, Horse and foot patrole, who parade the roads 

. round about London during the night, for the prevention 
of robberies. 
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RoMANY. A gypsey: to patter romany, is to talk the gypsey 
ask. 

io aee vies Watch and ward. Romboyled; sought after 
with a warrant. 

Rome Morr. A queen. 

ROMEVILLE. London. Cant. | 

Romp. A forward wanton girl, a tomrig. Grey, in his 
notes to Shakspeare, derives it from arompo, an animal 

_ found in South Guinea; that is, a man eater. See HOYDEN. 

Roox. A cheat: probably from the thievish disposition of 
the birds: of that. name: also, the cant name fora crow used 
in house-breaking, To rook; to cheat, particularly at play. 

Room. She lets out her fore room and lies backwards: 4 
saying of a woman suspected of prostitution. 

Roost Lay. Stealing poultry. 
Ropes. Upon the high ropes; elated, in high spirits, cock- 
a-hoop. 
Rese.. Under the rose; privately or secretly. The rose 
was, it is said, sacred to Harpocrates, the god of silence, 
‘and therefore frequently placed in the eeilings of rooms 
destined for the receiving of guests; implying, that what- 
ever was transacted there, should not be made public. 

‘Rosy G1Lus. One with a sanguine, or fresh-coloured coun- 
tenance. 

RotTan. A coach, cart, or other wheeled carriage. 

Gut. Small beer; called beer-a-bumble—will burst 

one’s guts before it will make one tumble. 

Rovcu. To lie rough; to lie all night in one’s clothes: 
called, also, roughing it. Likewise, to sleep on the bare 
deck of a ship, when the person is commonly advised to 

_ chuse the softest plank. 

RovuGu-Fam, or RouGH-FAMMY, The waistcoat-pocket. 

Roveu Music. Saucepans, frying-pans, poker and tongs, 
marrow-bones and cleavers, bulls’ horns, &c. beaten upon 
and sounded in ludicrous processions, 

RouLEAv. A number of guineas, from twenty to fifty or 
more, wrapped up in paper, for.the more ready circulation 
at gaming-tables: sometimes they are enclosed in ivory 
boxes, made to hold exactly 20, 50, or 100 guineas. 

OUND, ABOUT. An instrument used in house-breaking. 
This instrument has not been long in use. It will cut a | 
round piece, about five inches in diameter, out of a shutter 

- or door. 

Round DEALING. Plain, honest dealing. px 

Rounp Heaps. A term of reproach to the. puritans and 
partizans of Oliver Cromwell, and the Rump Parliament, 
who, it is said, made use of a bow! as a guide to trim their hair. 
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Rounp Mout. The fundament. _ Brother ‘round mouth 
speaks: he has let a f—t. 

Rounp Rosin. A mode: of . signing remonstrances, prac- 
tised by sailors on board the king’s ships, wherein their 
names dre written in a circle, so that it cannot be disco- 
vered who first signed it, or was; in other words, the 
ringleader. 

Rounp Sum. A considerable : sum, 

‘Rout. A modern catd-meeting at a private house: also, | an 
order from the Secretary at War, directing the march and 
quartering of soldiers. : 

Rovers. - Pirates, vagabonds. 

Row. A disturbance; a term used by the students at Cam- 
bridge. A mob in the street,—‘‘ Here’s a row!” 

Row. To row in the same boat s to go snacks, or have a 
share in the benefit arising from any transaction to which 
you are privy. To let -a person row with you, is to admit 
him to a share. 

ROWLAND. To give a Rowland for an Oliver; to give an 
equivalent. Rowland and Oliver were two knights famous 
in romance: the wonderful achievements of the one. could 
only be equalled by. those of the other. , 

Royau Scamps. Highwaymen who never rob any but rich 
persons, and that without ill-treating them. See ScAMP. 

Royster. A rude boisterous fellow: also, a hound that 
opens on a false scent: 

Rus. Torunaway. Don’t rub us to the Whit; don’t send 
us to Newgate. Cant, To rub up; to refresh, to rub 

up one’s memory. A rub; an impediment. A rubber; 
the best two out of three. To win a rubber; to win two 
games out of three. 

RuBy FACED. Red-faced. 

RurrF. ‘Aa ornament formerly worn by men and women round 
their necks. Wooden ruff; the pillory. 

RuFFIAN. The Devil. Cant. May the Ruffian nab the 
cuffin queer, and let the harmanbeck trine with his kin- 
chins about his colquarren; may the Devil take the justice, 
and let the constable be hanged with his children about 
his neck. The Rufhan ely thee; the Devil take thee. 
Ruffian cook ruffian, who scalded the Devil in his feathers; 
a saying of a bad cook. Ruffian sometimes, also, means a — 
justice. ; 

Rurrian. In the pugilistic cant, is a fellow regardless of a 
knowledge of the science; one who hits away right or 
wrong, so that he can only obtain conquest. 

RuFrLers. The first rank of canters: also, notorious rogues 
pretending to be maimed soldiers or sailors. 
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RurrLes. Handeufis. Cant. 

RuFrMANS. The woods, hedges, or bushes. Cant. 

Rue. It is all rug; it is all right and safe, the game is 

- secure. Cant. - | | | 

Ruc. Asleep. The whole gill is safe at rug; the people | 

- of the house are fast asleep. 

RuGGINs’s. To go to bed, is called going to Ruggins’s. 

Rum. Fine, good, valuable. 

Rum Beak. A justice of the peace. Cant.. 

Rum Birs. A clever cheat, a clean trick. 

Rum BiLeaTinG CueEat. A fat wether sheep. Cant. 

RuM BLowEN. A handsome wench. Cant. 

Rum Buurrer. A jolly host. Cant. : 

RUMBLE-TUMBLE. A stage-coach, Cant.. 

RuMBo. Rum, water, and sugar: also, .a prison. 

Rum Bos. A young apprentice: also, a sharp trick. 

Rum Booze. Wine, or any other good liquor. Rum boozing 
welts; bunches of grapes. Cant. 

RUMBOYLE. A ward or watch. 

Rum Busser. A dexterous fellow at.stealing silver tankards 
from inns and taverns. 

Rum BucGHeEr. A valuable dog. Cant. 

RUMBUMTIouS. Obstreperous. 

Rum Bune. A full purse. Cant. 

Rum CHANT. A song. 

Rum Cuus. Among butchers, a customer easily imposed 
on, as to the quality and price of the meat. Cant. 

Rum Crovut. A fine silk, cambric, or holland, handkerchief. 
Cant. | 

Rum Cop. A good purse of gold. Cant. 

Rum Cote. New money, or medals. 

Rum Cove. A dexterous or clever rogue. 

Rum Cu. A rich fool, easily cheated, Per by his 
mistress. 

Rum DEGEN. A handsome sword. Cant. 

Rum DELL. See Rum Doxy. 

Rom Diver. A dexteraus pickpocket. Cant, 

Rum Doxy. A fine wench. Cant. 

Rum Drawers. Silk, or other fine stockings. Cant. 

Rum DRoprer. A vintner. Cant. 

Rum DuBBER. An expert picklock. 

Rum Duke. A Jolly handsome fellow: also, an odd eccen- 
tric fellow: likewise, the boldest and stoutest fellows dately 
among the Alsatians, Minters, and Savoyards, and other 
inhabitants of privileged districts, sent to remove and guard 
the goods of such bankrupts as intended to take sanctuary 
in those places. Cant. 
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Rum Fite, See Rum Diver. 

RumrorpD. To ride to Rumford; to.have one’s backside new 

. bottomed: i.e. to have a pair of new leather breeches. 
Rumford was formerly a famous place for leather breeches. 
A like saying is current in Norfolk and Suffolk, of Bungay, 
and for the same reason. Rumford lion; acalf. See Essex 
LIon. , : 7 

RuM Fun. A sharp trick. Cant. — | 

Rum Gaacers. Cheats who tell wonderful stories of their 

“ sufferings at sea, or when taken by the Algerines. Cant. 

' Rum GLyMMgR. King or chief of the link-boys. Cant. 

Rum Kicks. Breeches of gold or silver brocade, or richly 
laced with gold or silver, Cant. | 

Rum Mawnpb. One that counterfeits a fool. Cant. 

Rum Morr. A queen or great lady. Cant. 

Rum Nas. A good hat. 

Rum Nantz. Good French brandy. 

Rum Nep. A very rich silly fellow. Cant. 

Rump. To rump any one; to turn the back to him; an evo- 
lution sometimes used at court. Rump and a dozen; a rump 

of beef and a dozen of claret; an Irish-wager: called, also, 
buttock aod trimmings. Rump-and-kidney-men; fiddlers 

_ that play at feasts, fairs, weddings, &c. and live chiefly on 
the remnants. 

Rum Pap. The highway. Cant. 

Rum Pappers. Highwaymen well mounted andarmed. Cunt. 

RuMPED, Flogged. Cant. 

Rum PEepers. Fine looking-glasses. Cant. 

RuM PrRancer. A fine horse. Cant. 

Rumpus. A riot, quarrel, or confusion: a masquerade. 

Rum Quips. <A great booty. Cant. # 

Rum Rurr Peck. Westphalia ham. Cant. 

Rum Snitcu. A smart fillip on the nose. 

Rum Squeeze. Much wine, or good liquor, given among 
fiddlers. Cant. 

RUMTITUM. Synonymous with prime twig ; in fine order or 
condition. A flash term for a game bull: one that is kept 
on purpose to be baited: and to try the courage of the dogs. 
Bill Gibbons, Caleb Baldwin, Pritchard, &c. were distinguish- _ 
ed, in the canine fancy, for having, in their possession, such 
kind of animals. : 

Rum Tot. See RuM DEGEN. 

Roum ToppinGc. A rich commode, or woman’s head-dress, 


\ 


' Rum Wiper. See Rum GLovt. 


Run Goons. A maidenhead, being a commodity never en- 
tered. 

RUNNING Horss, or Nac. A clap, or gleet. 

RUNNING SMOBBLE. Snatching goods off a counter, and 
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throwing them to an accomplice, who bruthes ' off with 
them. 

RUNNING STATIONERS. Hawker of newspapers, trials, and 
dying speeches. 

Runt. A short squat man or woman: from the small cattle, 
called Welsh runts. 

Rusu. The rush, is nearly ssuoannious with the ramp ;: but 
the latter often applies to snatching at'a single article; as a 
silk cloak, for instance, from a milliner’s shop-door; where- 
as, a rush may signify a forcible entry by several:men into a 
detached dwelling-house for the purpose.‘of. robbing its ° 
owners of their money, &c. A sudden and violent effort to 
get into any place, or, vice versé, to effect your exit; as from 
a place of confinement, &c. is called rushing them, or giving 
it to’em upon the rush. | 

RusHErs. ‘Thieves who knock at the doors of “reat houses in 
London, in summer time, when the families are ‘gone out of 
town, and, on being opened by a woman, -rush in ard: rob 
‘the house : also, housebreakers’ wae enter lone houses by 
force. 

RUSSIAN: Corrrr-Houst, ot HOTEL. : The Brown Bear in 
Bow-street, Covent-garden, a house of ‘call for thief-takers 
and runners of the Bow-street justices; a name given by 
some punster of the family. 

RusTicaTION. Temporary dismissal for non-obsetvance of 
‘college discipline. © 3) 6 6°) 1+ of 
Rusty. Out of use. To nab the tust to be refractory: 
properly applied to a restive horse; and figuratively to the 
human species. To ride tusty ; to be sullen: ales also, 

to ride grub. 

Rusty Guts. A blunt surly fellow : a jouular misnomer of 
resticus. 

Ruttinc. Copulating. Rutting time; the season when deer 
go to rut. 


SACHEVEREL. The iron door, or blower, to the mouth of 
a stove: from a divine of that name, who made himself fa- 
mous for blowing the coals of dissension in the latter end of 
the reign of queen Ann. 

Sack. A pocket. To bay the sack; to get drunk. To dive 
into the sack; to pick a pocket. To break a bottle in an 
empty sack; a bubble bet, a sack with a bottle in it not 
being an empty sack. 
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SADDLE. To saddle the spit; to give a dinner or supper. To 
saddle one’s nose: to wear spectacles. To saddle a place or 
pension; to oblige the bolder to pay a certain portion of his 
income to some one nominated by the donor. Saddle-sick ; 
galled with riding, having lost leather. 

Sap Doc. A wicked debauched fellow; one of the ancient 
family of the sad dogs. Swift translates it into Latin by 
the words tristis canis, | 

SAINT. A piece of spoiled timber in a coach-maker’s shop, 
like a saint, devoted to the flames. A hypocrite. 

SAINT GEOFFREY'S Day. Never, there being no saint of that 
name: to-morrow-come-never, when two Sundays come to- 
gether. | . 

SAINT LUKE’s BiRD. An ox: that evangelist being always re- 
presented with an ox.. | 

SAINT Monpay. A holiday most religiously observed b 
journeyman shoemakers, and other inferior mechanics; 
a profanation of that day, by working, is punishable by 
a fine, particularly among the gentle craft. An Irish- 
gaan serene that this saint’s anniversary happened every 
week, 

Sa. An abbreviation..of. salivetion.....In a high sal; in the 
pickling tub, or under a salivation.. 

SALESMAN’S Doc. A barker. See BARKER. 

SALMON, or SALAMON. The beggars’ sacrament or oath. 

SALMON-GUNDy. Apples, onions, veal or chicken, and: 
pickled herrings, minced fine, and eaten with oil and vi- 
negar: some derive the name of this mess from the French 
words selon mon gout, because the proportions of the diffe- 
rent ingredients are regulated by the palate of the maker ; 
others say it bears the name of the inventor, who was a rich 
Dutch merchant ; but the general and most probable opinion 
is, that it was invented by the countess of Salmagondi, one 
of the ladies of Mary de Medecis, wife of King Henry IV. 
of France, and by her brought into France. 

SaLT. Lecherous. A salt bitch; a bitch at heat, or proud 
bitch. Salt eel ; a rope’s end, used to correct boys, &c, at — 
sea; you shall have a salt eel for supper. | 

SALT-Box City. The outside coat-pocket, with a flap. 

SALT-BoxeEs, The condemned cells in Newgate. 

SALT-Pits. Store of attic wit. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

Sammy. Foolish, silly. 

SAND. Moist sugar. Cant. 

SANDWICH. Ham, dried tongue, or some other ‘salted meat, 
cut thin, and put between two slices of bread and butter: 
said to be a favourite morsel with the Earl of Sandwich. 

SANDY PATE. A red-haired man or woman. 


. 


\ 


S CA 


SANK, SANKY, orCentTipEEs. A tailor employed by clothiers 
in making oe clothing. 

SapscuLL. A simple fellow. Sappy, foolish. 

SaTyR. A libidinous fellow: those imaginary things are by 
poets reported to be extremely salacious. 

Sauce-sox. A term of familiar raillery, signifying 2 bold or 
forward person. 

SAUNTERER. An idle lounging fellow: by some derived from 
sans terre, applied to persons who, having no lands or home, 
lingered and loitered about. Some derive it from persons de- 
voted to the Holy Land, sainte terre, who loitered about, as 
waiting for company. 

SAVE-ALL. A kiod of candlestick used by our fragal fdre-fa- 
thers, to burn snuffs and ends of candles. Figuratively, 
boys running about gentlemen’s houses in Ireland, who are 
fed on broken meats that would otherwise be wasted: also, a 
miser. | 

Sawney. A flitch of bacon. Cant. 

Sawny, or SANDY. A general nick-name for a Scotchman, as 
Paddy is for an Irishman, or Taffy for.a Welshman; Sawny 
or Sandy being the familiar abbreviation or diminution of 
Alexander, a very favourite name among the Scottish nation. 

Scas. A worthless man or woman. 

ScaLDER. Aclap. The cull has napped a sealder; ‘the fel- 
low. has got a clap. 

SCALY. Mean, sordid. How scaly the cove is; noe mean 
the fellow is, 

ScALY FisH. An honest, rough, blunt, sailor. 

Scamp. A highwayman. Royal scamp; a highwayman who 

' robs civilly. Royal foot-scamp; a footpad who behaves in 
like manner. The game of highway robbery is called the 

- scamp. To scamp a person is to rob him on the high-~ 
way. Done for a oer signifies convicted of a highway 
robbery. 

ScANDAL-BroTu. Tea. 

SCANDAL Proor. One who has eaten shame and drank after 
it, or would blush at being ashamed. 

SCAPEGALLows. One who deserves and has narrowly escaped 
the gallows: a slip-gibbet; one for whom the gallows is said 
to groan. 

ScapeGcRace. A wild dissolute fellow. 

Scasce. ‘To make one’s self scarce; to steal away. 

ScARLET HorseE. A high red, hired or hack horse: a pun on 
the word hired. 

ScAvEY. Sense, knowledge. ‘‘ Massa, meno Scavey;” mas- 
ter, I don’t know, (negro language,) perhaps, from the 
French savoir. 
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Scuism MoNGER. A dissenting teacher. 

ScuismM SHop. A dissenting meeting-house. 

ScHooL. A party of persons met together for the purpose 
of gambling. 

ScHoot BuTTER. Cobbing, whipping. 

ScHOOL oF VENUS. A cyprian lodge. 

Sco.y’s CurE. A coffin. The blowen has napped the scold’ s 
cure; the wench is in her coffin. 

Sconcr. The head, probably, as being the fort and citadel 
of a man: from sconce, an old name for a fort, derived 
from a Dutch word of the same signification. To build a 
sconce: a military term for bilking one’s quarters. ‘To 
sconce or skonce; to impose a fine. Academical phrase. 

Scot. A person of an irritable temper, who is easily put 
in a passion, which is often done by the company he is 
with to create fun; such a one is declared to .be a fine 
scot. This diversion is called getting him out, or gettin 
him round the corner, from these terms being used by bull: 
hankers, with whom, also, a scot is a bullock of a particular 
breed, which affords superior diversion when hunted. 

Scotcu Bair. A halt and a resting on a stick, as practised 
by pediars. | | 

Scotcu CuHocouaTe. Brimstone and milk. | 

Scotcu Fipp.ie. The itch. 

Scotcu Greys. Lice. The head-quarters of the Scotch 
- greys; the head of a man full of large lice. 

Scotcu Misr. A sober soaking rain; a Scotch mist will | 
wet an Euglishman to the skin. , 

Scotcu Pint. A bottle containing two quarts. 

Scorch WARMING Pan. A wench: also, af—t.. | 

ScOUNDREL. A man veid of every principle of honour. 

Scour. To scour or score off; to run away: perhaps, from 
score; i. e. full speed, or as fast as legs would carry one: 
also, to wear: chiefly applied to irons, fetters, or hand- 
cuffs, because wearing scours them, He will scour the 
darbies; he will be in fetters. To scour the cramp ring; 
to wear bolts or fetters, from which, as well as from. 
coffin-hinges, rings supposed to prevent the cramp are 
made. 

ScouRERS. Riotous bucks, who amuse themselves with 
breaking windows, beating the watch, and assaulting every 
person they meet: called scouring the streets. 

Scour. A college errand-boy at ° Oxford, called a eyP at 
Cambridge: also, a watchman or a watch. Cant. 

SCOUT-KEN. The watch-house. Cant. 

Scrac. To hang. 

SCRAGGED. Hanged. 

ScraGG’EM Fair. A public atecuton, 
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SCRAGGING-Post. The gallows. Cant. 

Scracecy. Lean, bony. : : 

Scrap. A villanous scheme or plan. He whiddles the 
whole scrap; he discovers the whole plan or scheme. 

ScRAPE. To get into a scrape; to be involved in a disagreea- 
ble business. | "2 

Scraper. A fiddler: also, one who - scrapes plates for 
mezzotinto prints. 

ScRAPING. A mode of expressing dislike to a person, or 
sermon, practised at Oxford by the students, in scraping 
their feet against the ground during the preachment; fre- 
quently done to testify their disapprobation of a proctor 
who has been, they think, too rigorous. : 

ScRATcH. Old Scratch; the Devil: probably from the 
long and sharp claws with which he is frequently delineated. 

Scratcu. A line made across the prize ring: up to which 
the boxers-are brought when they set-to. 

ScratcH LAND. Scotland. 

ScREAVE. - A:bank note. Scotch cant. 

SCREEN. A bank note. Queer screens; forged bank notes. 
The cove was twisted for smashing queer screens; the 
fellow was hanged for uttering forged bank notes. 

SCREEVE. A letter; or written paper. Cant. 

Screw. A skeleton key used by house-breakers to open a 
lock. To stand on the screw signifies that a door is not 
bolted, but merely locked. A turnkey. Cant. 

ScrEw. To copulate. A female screw; a common pros- 
titute. To screw one up; to exact upon one in a bargain 
or reckoning. — 3 

Screw Jaws. A wry-mouthed man or woman. 

ScREw Loose. This is a complete flash phrase; meaning 
something is wrong. For instance, if people quarrel, who 
have been hitherto friends, it is observed, a screw is loose 
among them, &c. 7 

Scrip. A scrap or slip of paper. The cully freely blotted 
‘the scrip, and tipped me forty hogs; the man freely signed 
the bond, atid gave me forty shillings. Scrip is also a 
Stock Exchange phrase for the last loan or subscription. 
What does scrip go at for the next recounters? what 
does scrip sell for delivered at the next day of settling? 

Scrosy. To be tipped the scroby; to be whipped before 
the justices. | | 

Scroor. A sponge: one who endeavours to live at other 
people’s expense, so that he can save his own pockets. 

Scropr. A farthing. Cant. 

Scrus. A low mean fellow, employed in ali sorts of dirty 
work. 

SCRUBBADO. The itch. 
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‘ScuLy. A head ef a house, or master of a college, at the 
universities, 

ScuLL, or ScULLER. A. boat rowed by one man with a 
light kind of oar, called a scull: also, a one-horse-chaise 
or buggy. 4 

ScuLL THATCHER. A peruke-maker. : 

sage The riff-raff, tag-rag, aod bob-tail, or lower order 
of ‘people. . 

ScuRFED. Laid hold of; taken up: an allusion to the head. 
It is a cant phrase to say such an one is is acurfed : i, e. he 
has been pulled. 

Scurrick. A halfpenny. Cané. 

Scut. The tail of a hare or rabbit: also, that of a woman. 

ScuTTLE. To scuttle off; to run away. To scuttle a ship; 
to make a hole in her bottom in order to us eis oe 
scuttle a nob; to break a head. 


“ See the Cuptain and Caleb are chackling around him, 
As he offered to scuttle a nob o’er again.’ 
. Lines on Randall's Fight with Turner, vide Randall's saat 


Sza Cras. A sailor. _ 

SEA Lawyer. A shark. - 4 : 

‘SEALER, or SQUEEZE WAx. One ready to give bond and 
judgement for goods or money. 

SgaT or MaessTRAcy. Proetor’s authority. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

SECRET. .. He has: been let into the secret; he has heen 
cheated at gaming or nOmee-raning: He or she is in the 
grand secret, i.e. dead. 

SEEDY. Poor, pennyless, stiver-cramped, exhausted. 

Sees. The eyes. See DAYLIGHTS. 

SELL. To sell, or to betray a man for interest, is termed, 
that he has been sold like a beast in q market. 

SEND. To drive or break in. Hand down the jemmy and 
send it in; apply the crow to the door, and drive it in. 

SERAGLIO. A. house full of lady-birds;. the name of that 
part of the Great Turk’s palace where the women are kept. 

sage To serve a person, or place, is to rob them; as, I 
serv’d him for his thimble; 1 robb’d him of his watch: that 
crib has been serv’d befere, that shop has been already 
robbed, &c. To serve a man, also, sometimes signifies 
to maim, wound, or do him some bodily hurt; and ta-serve 
him out and out, is to killhim. To servea fellow ase Is 
tomillhim. £2. gr. : / wo. 


And all the lads looked gay and bright, 
And gin and genius flashed about, 
And. whosoe’er grew unpolite, 
wane well bred: cheep serv’d him out. 
vant 5. . Wide Crib’s Memorial, 
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SERVED. Foundguilty. Convicted. Ordered to be punished 
or transported. To serve a cull out; to beat a man soundly. 

Ser. A dead set: aconcerted scheme to defraud a person 
by gaming. 

SETTER. A bailiff’s follower, who, like a setting dog, follows 
and points out the game for.his master: also, sometimes 
an exciseman. | 

SETTLE. To knock down or stun any one. We settled the 
cull by a stroke on his nob; we stunned the fellow by a 
blow on the head. 

SET-To. Sparring. : 

SEVEN-SIDED ANIMAL. A one-eyed man or woman, each 
having a right side and a left side, a fore side and a back 
side, an outside and.an inside, and a blind side. 

SHABBAROON. An ill-dressed shabby fellow: also, a mean- 
spirited person. 

SHac. To copulate. He is but bad shag; he is no able 
woman’s man. | 

SHAG-BAG, or SHAKE-BAG. ' A poor sneaking fellow; a man 
of no spirit: a term borrowed from the cock-pit. 

SHAKE. To shake one’s elbow; to game with dice. To 
shake a cloth in the wind; to be hanged. in chains. 

SHAKE. To draw any thing from the pocket. He shook the 
swell of his fogle; he robbed the gentleman. of his silk 
handkerchief. To steal, or rob; as, I shook a chest of 
slop, I stole a chest of tea; I’ve been shook of my skin, I 
have been robbed of my purse. A thief, whose pall has 
been into any place for the purpose of robbery, will say, on 

his coming out, Well, is it all right? have you shook? 

meaning, did you succeed in getting any thing? When two 

_ persons rob in company, it is generally the province, or 
part, of one toshake, (that is, to obtain the swagg,) and the 
other to carry, (that is, to bear it to a place of safety), 

SHALLow. A whip hat, so called from the want of depth 
in the crown. LILLy SHALLOW. A white whip hat. 

SHALLow Pate. A simple fellow. | 

SHam. A cheat, or trick. To cut a sham; to cheat or de- 

ceive. Shams; false sleeves to put on over a dirty shirt, 
or false sleeves with ruffles te put over a plainone. To 
sham Abram; to counterfeit sickness, . 

SHAMBLE. To walk awkwardly. Shamble-legged; one that 
walks wide, and shuffles about his feet. 

SHAN. Bad money. Cant. 

SHANKS. Legs, or gams. - 

SHANKS’s NacGcy. To ride Shanks’s naggy; to travel on foot. 
Scotch. 

SHANNON. A river in Ireland: it is said, persons dipped in 
that river are perfectly and for ever cured of: bashfulness, 
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SHAPES. To show one’s shapes; to be stripped, or made to 
peel at the whipping-post. 

Suappo, or SHApP. A hat: corruption of chapeau. Cant. 

SHARK. A sharper: perhaps from his preying upon any one 
he can lay hold of: also, a custom-house officer, or tide- 
waiter. Sharks; the first order of pick-pockets. Bow- 
street term, A.D. 1785. 

SHARP. Subtle, acute, quick-witted; also, a sharper or cheat, 

"in opposition to a flat, dupe, or gull. Sharp’s the word and 
quick’s the motion with him; said of any one very attentive 

_ to his own interest, and apt to take all advantages. Sharp 

_ set; hungry. 

SHARPER. A cheat, one that lives by his wits. Sharpers’. 
tools; a fool and false dice; any cross-cove, in general, is 
called @ sharp in opposition to a flat, or square cove ; but 
this is only in a comparative sense in the course of conver- 
sation. 

SHAVER. A cunning shaver; a subtle fellow, one who trims 

. close, an acute cheat. A young shaver; a boy. Sea 
term. 

SHAVINGS. The clippings of money. 

SHE House. A house where the wife rules; or, as the term 
is, wears the breeches. .« , 

SHE Naprer. A woman thief-catcher; also, a bawd or pimp. 

SHEEP’s HEAD. Like a sheep’s head, all jaw; saying of a 
talkative man or woman. 

SHEEPISH. Bashful. A sheepish fellow; a bashful.or shame- 
faced fellow. To cast a sheep’s eye at any thing; to look 
wishfully at it. 

SHEEPSKIN FIDDLER. A drummer. 

SHELF. On the shelf, i.e. pawned. 

SHELLING-oUT. Clubbing money together. Come, shell out. 
Cant. To shell out the shiners; to produce the guineas. 

SHERIFF’s JOURNEYMAN.. The hangman. 

SHERIFF’s BALL. An execution. To dance at the sheriff’s 

_ bail, and loll out one’s tongue at the company; to be hanged, 
or go to rest in a horse’s night cap, i.e. a halter. 

SHERIFFS BRACELETS. Handcuffs. 

SHERIFF’s HOTEL. A prison. 

SHERIFF’ PictTURE FRAME. The gallows. 

Suerk. To evade or disappoint: to sherk one’s duty. 

SuerRy. To run away: sherry off. 

SHEWING A Lec. . To bolt; to run away, Cant. 

Suirrinc. Shuffling; tricking. Shifting cove, i.e. a person 
who lives by tricking. 

Suirtine BALuAsT. A term used by sailors, to signify soldiers, 

_ passengers, or any landsmen on board, | 
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SHILLALEY. An oaken sapling, or cudgel: from a weed of 
that name famous for its oaks. Irish. Lap 

SHILLY-SHALLY. _Irresolute. To stand. shilly-shally; to 

- hesitate, or stand in doubt. 

Surnpy. A dance. Sea phrase. 

SHineE. It shines.like a sh-tt—n barn-door. : 

SHINER. A looking-glass. Cant. : 

SHIP BLOWN UP AT PoINT Nonptus exemplifies the guietis 
of a man when plucked pennyless; or genteelly expelied. 
Oxf. Univ. cant. -o° aS 

Sup SHAPE. Proper, as it ought to be. Sea phrase. 

SH-T-NG THROUGH THE TEETH. Vomiting. Hark ye, friend, 

« have you got a padlock on your a-se, that you sh-te 
through your teeth? Vulgar address to one vomiting. 

Sa-T Sack. A dastardly fellow: also, a non-conformist. 
-This appellation is said to have originated from the: fol- 
lowing story:—After the restoration, the laws. against 
the non-conformists were extremely severe. They sonte- 
times met in very obscure places: and there is a tradition 
that one of their congregations were assembled in a barn, 
the rendezvous of beggars and other vagrants, where the 
preacher, for want of a ladder or tub, was suspended in 
a sack fixed to the beam. His aliscourse that day being 
on the Last Judgement, he particularly attempted to describe 
the terrors of the wicked at the sounding of the trumpet, 
on which a trumpeter to a puppet-show, who had taken 
refuge in that barn, and lay hid under the straw, sounded 
a'charge. The congregation, struck with the utmost 
consternation, fled in an instant from the place, leaving 
their affrighted teacher to shift for himself. The effects 
of his terror are said to have appeared at the bottom of 
the sack, and to have occasioned that opprebrious appel- 
lation by which the nen-conformists were vulgarly. distin- 

uished. = 

Suo0 ALL ROUND. A parsoa who attends a funeral is said. 
to be shod all round, when he reeeives a hat-band, gloves, 
and scarf; many shoeings being only partial. 

SHOOLE. To go skulking about. 

SHOOT THE CAT. To vomit from excess of liquer: called, 
also, catting. 

SHOPLIFTER. One that steals whilst pretending te purchase 
goods in a shop. 

SHort. A dram unlengthened by water. Cant. 


« T’ll take a drop of short.” 


SHORT-HEELED WENCH. A girl apt to fall on her back. 
SHoT. To pay one’s shot; to pay one’s share of recken- 
ing. Shot betwixt wind and water; poxed or clapped. 
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SHOTTEN HERRING. A thin meagre fellow. 

SHOULDER CEAPPER. A bailiff, or member of the hold- 
fast'club. Shoulder-clapped; arrested. 

SHOULDER FEAsT. A dinner given after a.‘funeral, to those 

' who have carried the corpse. , 

SHOULDER SHAM. A partner toa file. See FILE. 

SHOVING THE Moon. Moving goods by moonlight to. prevent 
their being siezed by the landlord. Cant. an 

SHOVE IN THE MoutH. A dram. . 

SHOVEL. To be put to bed with a shovel; to be baried.- 
He or she was fed with’ a. fire-shovel;. a saying of .a person 
with a large mouth. 

SHOVE THE TUMBLER. To be whipped at the cart’s tail. 

SHRED. A tailor. 

SHRimp. A diminutive person. 

SHUFFLE. To make use of false pretences, or unfair shifts. 
A shuffling fellow; a shppery shifting fellow. 

SHUTTER RACKET. The practice of robbing houses, - or . 
shops, by boring a hole im the window-shutters, ahd taking 
out a pane of glass. ) 

Suy Cocx. One who keeps within doors for fear of bailiffs. 

SHy For ir. ‘ I must have a shy for it, if I lose my stick,” 
i. e. EF will have a fight before I give up my right. Cant. 

Stce. Sixpence. . 

Sick as A Horse. Horses are said to be. extremely sick 
at their stomachs, from being unable to relieve themselves 
by vomiting. Bracken, indeed, in his Farriery, gives an 
instance of that evacuation being procured, but by a means 
which, he says, would make the Devil vomit. Such as 
may have occasion to apminister an emetic either to the 
animal or the fiend, may consult his book fer the recipe. 

SrmpE Pocket. He has as mueh need of a wife as a dog of 
a side-pocket; said. of a weak old debilitated man. He 
wants it as much as a dog does a side-pocket; a simile used 
for one who desires any thing by no means necessary. 

SIDLEDYwrRy. Crooked. 

SIGN OF A House To Let. A widow's weeds.. 

Five SHILLINGS. ‘The crown. 

SIGN OF ra} TEN SHILLINGS. The two crowns. 

FIFTEEN SHILLINGS. The three crowns. 

S1,—ENcE. To silence a man; to knock him down, or stun 
him, Silence in the court, the cat is p—ing; a gird upon 
any one requiring silence unnecessarily. : 

SILENT FLUTE. Synonymous with Sucar Stick, &c. 

Sik Port. Assumption of a gentleman commoner’s gown. 
Oxf. Univ. cant. ae 

Sirk SNatcHERS. Thieves who snatch hoods or bonnets 
from persons walking in the streets. 
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SILVER Lacep. Replete with lice. The. cove’s ‘aise: are 
silver laced; the fellow’s breeches are covered with lice. 

SIMEONITES, (at Cambridge,) the followers of the: Rev. 

- Charles Simeon, fellow of King’s College, author of Ske- 
letons of Sermons, and preacher at Trinity church; they 
are, in fact, rask methodists. 

SIMKIN. A foolish fellow. 

SIMON. Sixpence. Simple Simon; a natural, a a silly fellow ; 
Simon Suck-egg sold his wife for an addle duck-egg. 

SIMPER. ‘To smile: to simper like a firmity kettle. 

SIMPLES, Physical herbs: also, follies. He must go to 
Battersea, tu be cut for the simples—Battersea i is a place 

_ famous for its garden grounds, some of which were for- 
merly appropriated to the growing of simples for apothe- 
caries, who, at a certain season, used to go down to select 
their stock for the ensuing year, at which time the gar- 
deners were said to cut their simples; whence it became 
a popular joke to advise young people to go to Battersea, 
at that time, to have their simples cut, or to be cut for the 
simples, 

SIMPLETON. Abbreviation of simple Tony or Anthony, a 
_ foolish fellow. 

Sing. To call out; the coves sing out beef; they call out 
stop thief. 

SInG SMALL. To be ample: confounded, orabashed, to have 
little or nothing to say for one’s self, toeat humble pie. Cant. 

SINGLE PEgPER. A person having but one eye. 

SINGLETON. A corkscrew, made by a famous cutler of that 
name, who lived in a place called Hell, in Dublin; his 
screws are. remarkable for their excellent temper. 

‘Srr Joun. The old title for a country parson: as Sir John 
of Wrotham, mentioned by Shakspeare. Obsolete. 

Sir JOHN BARLEYCORN. Strong beer. 

Srzk Lorn. The sur, or upper loin, 

Str REVERENCE. Human excrement, a t—d. 

Str SYDNEY. A clasp knife. Cant. 

Sir TimoTHy.. One who, from a desire of being the head 
of the company, pays the reckoning, or, as the term is, 
stands squire. See SQUIRE. 

SITTING BREECHES. One who stays late in company, is 
said to: have his sitting breeches on, or that he will sit 
longer than a hen. 

Six AND EIGHT-PENCE An attorney, whose fee on several 
occasions is fixed at that sum. 

Six AND Tips. Whisky and small beer. Jrish. 

S1x Bos Bit. A six-shilling-piece. Scotch cant. +» — 

SIxES AND SEVENS. Left at sixes and sevens: t.e. im 
confusion; commonly said of a room where the furni-~ 
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ture, &c. is scattered about; or of a business left un- 
settled. 

Sizz OF ALE. Half a pint. Size of bread and cheese; a 
certain quantity. Sizings; Cambridge term for the college 
allowance from the buttery, called, at Oxford, battles. 

SizE. (Cambridge.) 'Tosupat one’s own expense. If aman 
asks you to sup, he treats you; if to size, you pay for 
what you eat—liquors only being provided by the inviter. _ 

SizaR. (Cambridge.) Formerly students, who came to the 
university for purposes of study and emolument. But 
at present they are just as gay-and dissipated as their 
fellow collegians. About fifty years ago, they were on a 
footing with the servitors at Oxford; but, by the exertions 
of the present Bishop of Llandaff, who was himself a 
sizar, they were absolved from all marks of inferiority 
or of degradation. The chief difference at present be- 
tween them and the pensioners, consists in the less amount 
of their college fees. ‘The saving thus made induces 
many extravagant fellows to become sizars, that they 
may have more money to lavish on their dogs, pieces, &c. 

SkEw. A cup, or beggar’s wooden dish. 

SkEWwvow, or ALL ASKEW. Crooked, inclining to one side. 

SKIN. In a bad skin; out of temper, in an ill humour. 
Thin-skinned; touchy, peevish. . | 

Skin. A purse. Frisk the skin of the stephen; empty the 
money out of the purse. Queer skin; an empty purse. 
To strip a man of all his money at play, is termed skinning 
him. ‘ a ‘ ro Hee x 

SKIN FLINT. .An avaricious man or woman. 

SKINK. To skink, is to wait on the company, ring the bell, 
stir the fire, and snuff the candles; the duty of the young- 
est officer in the military mess. See Boorts.. 

SKINS. A tanner. 

Skip Jacks. Youngsters that ride horses en sale, horse- 
dealers’ boys: also, a plaything made for children with the 
breast-bone of a goose. 

Sxip KENNEL. A footman. 

Skipper. <A barn. Cant. Also, the captain of a Dutch 
vessel. 

Skit. To wheedie. Cant. 

Sxir. A joke. A satirical hint. 

SKULKER. A soldier who, by feigned sickness, or other 
pretences, evades his duty; a sailor who keeps below m 
time of danger: in the civil line, one who keeps out of 
the way when any work is to be done. To skulk; to 
hide one’s self, to avoid labour or duty. 

Sky BLUE. Gin. 

SKY FARMERS, Cheats who pretend they were farmers. 
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in the isle of Sky, or some other remote place, and were 
ruined by a flood, hurricane, or some such public cala- 
mity: or else, called sky farmers from their farms being 
in nubibus, (in the clouds). 

Sxy Partour. The garret, or upper story. 

SLABBERING BiB. A parson’s or lawyer's band. 

Siac. A slack-mettled fellow, one not ready to resent an 
affront. 

Stam. A trick: also, a game at whist lost without scoring 
one, To slam to a door; to shut it with violence. 

SLAMKIN. A female sloven, one whose clothes seem hung 
on with a pitch-fork, a careless trapes. 

Stance. A fetter. Double-slanged; double-ironed. Now 
double-slanged into the cells for a crop he is knocked 
down; he is double-ironed in the condemned cells, and 
ordered to be hanged. | 

Stanc. Todefraud a person of any part of his due, is 
called slanging him: also, to cheat by false weights or 
measures, or other unfair means. 

SLANGING-DUES. When a man suspects that he has been 
curtailed of any portion of his just right, he will say, 
there has been slanging-dues concerned. 

SLAP-BANG SHop. A petty cook’s shop, where there is 
no credit given, but what is had must be paid for down 
with the ready slap-bang, i. e. immediately. This is a 
common appellation for a night-ceHar frequented by thieves, 
and sometimes for a stage-coach or caravan. 

-SLAPDASH. Immediately, instantly, or suddenly. 

SLAP uP. Synonymous with barg-up: as, ‘“ To morrow, 
please the pigs, I'll take a prime slap up walk.” 

SLASHER. A bullying, riotous fellow. Jrish. 

Stat. Half acrown. Cant. 

SLATE. A sheet. Cant. 

SLATER’s PAN. The gaol at Kingston, in Jamaica; Slater 
is the deputy provost-marshal. : 

SLavEy. A servant of either sex. Cant. 

SLEEK Wipxs. Silk handkerchiefs. Cant. 

SLEEPING PARTNER. A partner in a trade, or shop, who 
lends his name and money, for which he receives a share 
of the profit, without doing any part of the business. 

SLEEPY. Much worn: the cloth of your coat must be ex- 
tremely sleepy, for it has not had a nap this long time. 

SLEEVELESS ERRAND. A fool’s errand, in search of what 
it is impossible to find. 

Siticgz. Te take a slice; to intrigue, particularly with a 
married woman, because a slice off a cut loaf is not missed. 

Sup. The slash pocket in the skirt of a coat behind. 

SLIPGIBBET. See SCAPEGALLOWS. 
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- SLIPPERY CHap. One on whom there can be no depen- 
dance, a shuffling fellow. 

SLIPSLOPS. Tea, water-gruel, or any innocent beverage 

- taken. medicinally. 

SLip THE WIND. Todie. Cant. 

Stop. Tea. How the blowens lush the slop; how the 
wenches drink tea! ; 

Store ir. To eat it or drink it. Cant. 

SLOP-FEEDER. A tea-spoon, Cant. 

SLops. Wearing apparel and bedding used by seamen. 

SLop-SELLER. A dealer in those articles, who keeps a slop- 
shop. 

SLtor-Tuss. Tea-things. Come, Moll, cut the slop-tubs ; 
come, Mary, put away the tea-things. Cant. 


“ Our slop-tubs being clean away, 

And all our chatter-broth mopp’d up, 
| We,” &c. &c. 
Extract from a Westminster Ditty. 


SLoucu. A stooping gait, a negligent slovenly fellow. To 
slouch; to hang down one’s head. A slouched hat; a hat 
whose brims are let down. 

Stour. To Jock up; to fasten; to button up one’s coat ;. 
to make all secure. Cant. | 

SLUBBER DE GULLION. A dirty nasty fellow. 

.Stuc. A piece of lead of any shape, to be fired from a 
blunderbuss, To fire a slug; to drink a dram. 

SLUG-A-BED. A drone, one that cannot rise in the morning. 

SLUICERY. A gin-shop. Cant. 

SLUICE YouR Gos. Take a hearty drink. 

SLtum. Aroom. Cant. 

SLUM. Gammon. 


« And thas, without more slum, began.” 
Vide Randall's Diary. 


Stum (Up to). Not to be gammoned. 

SLur. To slur, is a method of cheating at dice: also, to 
cast a reflection on any one’s character, to scandalize. 

SLusH. Greasy dish-water, or the skimmings of a pot where 
fat meat has been boiled. ' 

SLusu Bucket. A foul feeder, one that eats much greasy food. 

Sty. Under the rose; transacting business privately, is 
frequently said to be done ‘‘ upon the sly.” Cant. 

.§Ly Boots, A cunning fellow, under the mask of simplicity. 

SMABBLED, or SNABBLED. Killed in battle. 

Smack. Tokiss. I had a smack at her muns; I kissed 
her mouth. To smack calf’s skin; to kiss the book, i. e. 
to take an oath. The queer cuftin bid me smack calf’s 
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skin, but I only bussed my thumb; the justice 'bid.me 
kiss the book, but I only kissed my thumb. : 
SMACKING Cove. A coachman. : 
SMAck SMOOTH. Level with the surface, every thipg cu 
away. 7 
SMALL CLoTHES. Breeches: agird at the affected delicacy 
of the present age; a suit being called coat, waistcoat, and 
articles, or small clothes. 
SMART MonEy. Money allowed to soldiers or sailors for 
the loss of a limb, or other hurt received in the service. 
Smasu. Leg of mutton and smash; a leg of mutton and 
mashed turnips. Sea term. : 
SMasH. To break: also, to kick down stairs. Cant. To 
smash; to pass counterfeit money. 


“« She smash’d the lamp that gave them light, 
Which down in discord fell.”’ 
: Vide Randall's Scrap Book. — 


SMASHER. A person who lives by passing base coin. The 
cove was fined in the steel for smashing; the fellow was 
ordered to be imprisoned in the house of correction for 
uttering base coin. 

SMASHING. Passing of counterfeit coin. Cant. 

SMEAR. A plasterer. 

SMEAR GELT. A bribe. German. 

SMELLER. A nose. Smellers; a cat’s whiskers. 

SMELLING CHEAT. An orchard, or garden: also, a nosegay. 
Cant. : 

SMELTs. Half guineas. Cant. 

SmickeT. A smock, or woman’s shift. 

SMIRK. A finical spruce fellow. To smirk; to smile, or 
look pleasantly. | 

SmisH. A shirt. Cant. , 

SMITER. An arm. To smite one’s tutor; to get money | 
from him. Academic term. 

SMITHFIELD BARGAIN. A bargain whereby the purchaser 
is taken in. This is likewise frequently used to express 
matches or marriages contracted solely on the score of in- 
terest, on one or both sides, where the fair sex are bought 
and sold like cattle in Smithfield. 

SMOCK-FACED. Fair-faced. 

SMOKE. ‘To observe, to suspect. 

SMOKER. A tobacconist. 

SMOKY. Curious, suspicious, inquisitive. 

SMoucH. Dried leaves of the ash-tree, used by the smug- 
glers for adulterating the black or bohea teas. 

Smovus. A German Jew. | 

Smuc6. A nick name for a blacksmith: also, neat and spruce. 

SmuG Lay. Persons who pretend to be smugglers of lace. 
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and valuable articles; these men borrow money of publi- 
cans by depositing these goods in their hands: they shortly 
afterwards decamp, and the publican discovers too late 
that he has been duped, and, on opening the pretended 
treasure, he finds trifling articles of no value. 

SMUGGLING KEN. A bawdy-house. 

SmusA, To snatch, or seize suddenly. 

SMuT. Bawdy. Smutty story; an indecent story. 

Smut. A copper. A grate. Old iron. ‘The cove was 
lagged for a smut; the fellow was transported for stealing 
a copper. , 

SNABBLE. To rifle or plunder: also, to kill. 

Snack. A share. To go snacks; to be partners. 

SNAFFLE. To steal. To snaffle any one’s poll; to steal his wig. 

SNAFFLER. A highwayman, Sanaffler of prancers; a horse 
stealer. 

SnaAGGcs. Large teeth: also, snails, 

Snap DraAcon. A Christmas gambol: raisins and almonds 
being put into a bowl of brandy, and the candles extin- 
guished, the spirit is set on fire, and the company scram- 
ble for the raisins. 

SNAPPERS, Pistols. | : 

SNAP THE GLAZE. To break shop-windows or show-glasses. 

SNATCH CLy. A thief who snatches women’s pockets. 

SNEAK. A pilferer. Morning sneak; one who pilfers early 
in the morning, before it is light. Evening sneak; an 
evening pilferer. Upright sneak; one who steals pewter 
pots from the alehouse boys employed to collect them. 
To go upon the sneak; to steal into houses whose door 
are carelessly left open. Cant. | 

SNEAKER. A small bowl. 

SNEAKING BupGe. One that robs alone. 

SNEAKsBY. A mean-spirited icllow, a sneaking cur. 

SNEERING. Jeering, flickering, laughing in scorn. 

SNEEZER, or SNEEZING-COFFER. A snufi-box. 

Snis. A prig. Scotch cant. 

SNICKER. A glandered horse. . 3 

SNICKER, or SNIGGER. To laugh privately, or in one’s 
sleeve. 

SNILcH. To eye, to look at any thing attentively: the cull 
snilches. Cant. 

Snipes. Scissors. Cant. . 

SNircH. To turn snitch, or snitcher; to turn informer. 
A person who becomes king’s ‘evidence on such an occasion, 
is said to have turned snitch; an informer, or tale-bearer, 
in general, is called a snitch, or a snitching rascal, in which 
sense snitching is synonymous with nosing, or coming tt. 

Sniv. Hold your tongue: or, sniv that. Cant. } 
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SHIVEL. To cry, or throw the snot or snivel about. Sni- 
velling; crying. A snivelling fellow; one i whines or 
complains. 

SnoacH. To speak through the nose, to snufite. 

Snos. A nick name for a shoemaker. | ! 


SNoozE, or SNoopGE. To sleep. To snooze with a mort; — 


to sleep witha wench. Cant. : 

SNoozinc KEN. A brothel. The swell was spiced in a 
snoozing-ken‘of his screens; the gentleman was robbed of 
his bank-notes in a brothel. 

Snoozy. A night-constable. Cant. 

SnouT. A hogshead. Cant. 

Snow. Linen hung out to dry or bleach. Spice the snow; 
to steal the linen. 

SNOWBALL. A jeering appellation for a negro. 

Snus. To check, or rebuke. 

Snus Devin, A. parson. 

.SnusB Nose. A short nose turned up at the end. 

Snupee. A thief who hides himself under a bed, in order 
to rob the house. 

Snurr. To take snuff; to be offended. 

SNUFFING. Going into a shop on some pretence, watching 
an opportunity to throw a handful of snuff in the eyes 
of the shop-keeper, and then running off with any valuable 
article you can lay hands on; this is ealled snufixg him, 
_ or giving tt to him on the snuff-racket. 

SNUFFLE. To speak through the nose. , 

SNUFFLES. A cold in the head, attended with a running at 
the nose. 

Snurry. Drunk. Cant. 

SNnuG. All’s snug; all’s quiet. 

SOAK. To drink.. An old soaker; a druakard, one that 
moistens his clay to make it stick together. 

SocKET-Monry. A whore’s fee, or hire: also, money paid 
for a treat,. by a married man caught im an intrigue. 

Sorr. Bank-notes. Cant. 

SoLpDIER. A red herring. 

SoLpIER’s BoTTLE. A large one. 

SOLDIER’s MAwnpb. A pretended soldier, begging with a 
counterfeit wound, which he preteads to have received at 
some famous siege or battle. 

SOLDIER’s PomMATuM. A piece of tallew candle. 

_SoLFA, A parish-clerk. 

, SOLOMON. The mass. Cant. 

.SoLo PLAYER. A miserable performer on any instrument, 
who always plays alone, because no one will stay in the 
room to hear him. 

SON OF PRATTLEMENT. A lawyer. 
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Sone. He changed his song; he altered his account or evi- 
dence. It was bought for an old song, i.e. very cheap. 
His morning and his evening songs do not agree; he tells a 
different story. 

Sop. A bribe. A sop for Cerberus; a bribe for a porter, 
turnkey, or gaoler. 

SopH. (Cambridge.) An under graduate in his second 
year. 

SoRREL. A yellowish red. Sorrel-pate; one having red 
hair. 

SORROW SHALL BE HIS Sops. He shall repent this. Sorrow 
go by me; a common expletive used by the Presbyterians in 
Ireland. Obsolete. 

Sorry. Vile, mean, worthless. A sorry fellow, or hussy ; 
a worthless man or woman. 

Sot-WeEED. Tobacco. 

Sov. Notasou; nota penny. French. 

Sout-casE. The body. He made a hole in his soul-case; 
he wounded him. 

Sout In Soak. Drunk. Seaterm. 

SouND, or SOUNDING, means generally to draw from a_ per- 
son, in an artful manner, any particulars you want to be- 
come acquainted with; for instance, to sound a kid, a por- 
ter, &c. is to pump out of him the purport of his errand, 
the bundle, or load, &c. that your pall may know how to ac- 
cost him, in order to nap the swag. To sound a cly is to 
touch a person's pocket gently on the outside, in order to 
ascertain the nature of its contents. Cant. 

Sounpers. A herd of swine. 

SoutH JEOPARDY. Terrors of insolvency. Ozf. Univ. cant, 

Sow. A fat woman. He has got the wrong sow by the ear; 
he mistakes his man. Drunk as David’s sow; See DAVID’s 
Sow. 

Sow’s BaBy. A. sucking pig. 

Sow CurtD. A female child. 

Spapo. A sword. Spanish. 

SPANGLE, A seven-shilling-piece. 


-SpaNisH. The Spanish; ready money. 


SPANISH COIN. Fair words and compliments. 

SPANISH Faccor. The sun. 

SPANISH PADLock. A kind of girdle contrived by jealous 
husbands of that nation to secure the chastity of their 
wives. 

SPANISH, or KING oF SPAIN’Ss ‘TRUMPETER. An ass when 
braying. 

Spank. (Whip.) To run neatly along, between a trot and 
gallop. The tits spanked it to town; the horses went mer-. 
tily along all the way to town. 
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SPANK is, among the thieves, to break a pane of glass in a 
shop-window, and make a sudden snatch at some article of 
value, having previously tied the shop-door with a strong 
cord on the outside, so as to prevent any pursuit, or the 
shopman from getting out, till you have had full time to 
escape with the booty. 

SPANKING. Large. , 

SPANKS, or SPANKERS. Money: also, blows with the open 
hand. 

SpaRK. A spruce, trim, or smart fellow. A man that is 
always thirsty, is sajd to have a spark in his throat. 

SPARKING BLows. Blows given by cocks before they close, 
or, as the term is, mouth it: used figuratively for words 
previous to a quarrel. 

SPARKISH. Fine, gay. 

SpARRow. Mumbling a sparrow; a cruel sport, frequently 
practised at wakes and fairs: for a small premium, a booby 
having his hands tied behind him, has the wing of a cock- 
sparrow put into his mouth; with this hold, without any 
other assistance than the motion of his lips, he is to get the 
sparrow’s head into his mouth; on attempting to do which, the 
bird defends itself surprisingly, frequently pecking the 
mumbler till his lips are covered with blood, and he is 
obliged to desist: to prevent the bird from getting away, he 
is fastened by a string to a button of the booby’s coat. 

SPARROW-MOUTHED. Wide-mouthed, like the mouth of a 
sparrow : it is said of such persons, that they do not hold 
their mouths by lease, but have it from -year to year; i.e. 
from ear to ear. One whose mouth cannot be enlarged 
without removing their ears, and who, when they yawn, 
have their heads half off. 

SpatcH Cock. [Abbreviation of despatch cock.] A hen just 
killed from the roost, or yard, and immediately skinned, split, 
and broiled: an Irish dish upon any sudden occasion. 

SPEAK. Any thing stolen. He has made a good speak; he 
has stolen something considerable. : 

SPEAK WITH. Torob. I spoke with the cull on the cherry- 
rt ae prancer; I robbed the man on the black horse. 

ant. 

SPECKLED Wirz. A coloured handkerchief. Cant. 

SPELL. A playhouse. Cant. 

Spice. Torob. Spice the swell; rob the gentleman. The 
spice is the game of footpad robbery: describing an exploit 
of this nature, a rogue will say, I spiced a swell of so much, 
naming the booty obtained. A spice is a footpad robbery. 

Spice GLoAK. A footpad robber. 

Spice IsLaNps. Aprivy. Stink-hole bay, or Dilberry-creek. 
The fundament. | 
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SPIDER-SHANKED. Thin-legged. 

SPIFLICATE. To confound, silence, or dumbfound. 

SPILT. A small reward or gift. | 

Spitt. Thrown from a horse, or overturned in a carriage. 

- © Pray, Coachee, don’t spill us.” 

SPINDLE-SHANKS. Slender legs. 

SPIRIT AWAY. To kiduap, or inveigle away. 

SPIRITUAL FLESH-BROKER. A parson. 

Spit. He is as like his father as if he was spit out of his 
mouth: said of a child much resembling his father. 

Spit. A sword. - 

SPITFIRE. A violent pettish, or passionate person. 

SPLICED. Married; an allusion to joining two ropes ends. by 
splicing. Sea term. . 

SpLit Crow. The sign of the spread eagle, which being 
represented with two heads on one neck, gives it somewhat 
the appearance of being split. 

SpLit-CausE. A lawyer. 

Spuit Fic, A grocer 

Spoit Iron. The nick-name for a smith. 

SPoIL1T. To throw some obstacle in the way of any project 
or undertaking, so as to cause its failure, is termed spoiling 
it. In like manner, to prevent another person from succeed- 
ing in his object, either by a wilful obstruction, or by some 
act of imprudence ou your part, subjects you to the charge 
of having spoiled bim. Speaking of: some particular species 

of fraud of robbery, which, after a long series of success, 

"is now become stale or impracticable from the public being 
guarded against it, the family will say, that game is spoiled 
_at last. So having attempted the robbery of any particular 
house or shop, and by miscarrying caused such an alarm as 
to render a second attempt dangerous or impolitic, they 
will say, that place is spoiled, it is useless to try it on any 
more. 

SpoiL Puppinc. A parson who preaches long sermons, keep- 
ing his congregation in church till the puddings are overdone. 

SpuncE. A thirsty fellow, a great drinker. To spunge; to 
eat and drink at another’s cost. Spunging-house ; a bailiff’s 
lock-up-house, or repository, to which persons arrested are 
taken till they find bail, or have spent all their money: a 
house where every species of fraud and extortion 1s practised 
under the protection of the law. — 

SpuNK. Rotten touchwood, ora kind of fungus prepared for 
tinder; figuratively, spirit, courage. 

Spoon HAND. The right hand. 

Spoony. Foolish, half-witted, nonsensical; a man who has 
been drinking till he becomes disgusting by his very ridicy- 


yeu 
lous behaviour, is said to be spoony drink ; and from hence 
it is usual to call'a very prating shallow fellow, a rank 
spoon. 

Sport. To exhibit; as Jack Jehu sported a new gig yester- 
day, I shall sport a new suit next week. To sport or flash 
one’s ivories ; to show one’s teeth. To sport timber; to keep 

"one’s outside dvor ‘shot: this term is used in the inns of 
court to signify denying one’s self. N.B. Fhe word sport 
was in great vogue in the years 1783 and 1784. a 

Spout. To pledge any property at a pawnbroker’s is termed 
spouting it, or shoving it up the spout. Sa 

SPouTiNG CLuB. A meeting of apprentices and mechanics to 
rehearse different characters in plays: thus forming recruits 
for the strolling companies. _ oe 

SpouTeD. Pawned. 

SPREAD. Butter. | 

SPREAD. Twig his spread; i.e. umbrella. Cant. 

SPREAD Eacie. A soldier tied ‘to the halberts in order to be 
whipped ; his attitude bearing some likeness to that figure, 
as painted on signs. : 

Spree. A frolic. Fun. A drinking bout.. A party of plea- 
sure. 

SPRING-ANKLE WAREHOUSE. Newgate; any gaol. (/rish. 

Souas. A fat-man or woman ; from their likeness to a well- 
stuffed couch, called also a squab. A _new-hatehed 
chicken. 

SouaReE. All fair, upright, and honest, practices are called the 
square, in tester to the cross. Any thing you have bought 
or acquired honestly is termed a square article; and any trans- 
action which is fairly and equitably conducted is said to be 
a square concern. A tradesman, or other person, who is 
considered by the world to be an honest man, and who is 
unacquainted with family people, and their system of opera- 
tion, is, by the latter, emphatically styled a square cove: 
whereas an old thief who bas acquired an independence, 
and now confines himself to square practices, is called, by 
his old palls, a flash cove, who has tyed up prigging. See 
Cross and FLAT. In-making a bargain or contract, any 
overture considered to be really. fair and reasonable, is de- 
clared to be a square thing, or to be upon the square. To 
be upon the square with any person is to have mutually set- 
tled all accounts between you both up to that moment. To 
threaten another that you will be upon the square with him 
some time, signifies that you will be even with him for some 
supposed injury, &c. 

Souake Cris. A respectable house, of good repute, whose 
inmates, their mode of life and connexions, are all perfectly 
on the square. See Cross CRIB. 
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SguareE Togs. An old man: square-toed shoes. were an- 
- Ciéently worn in common, and long retained by old men. | 
SQUEAK. A narrow escape, a chance: he had a squeak for 
his life. To squeak; to confess, to peach, or turn stag. 
Pat squeak beef upon.us; they cry out thieves after us. 
ant. 

SQUEAKER. A bar-boy: also, a bastard or any other child. 
. To stifle the squeaker; to murder a bastard, or throw it in- 
to the necessary house. Organ-pipes are likewise called 
squeakers. The squeakers are meltable ; the small pipes are 
silver, Cant, 

SQUEAL. Aninformer. Scotch cant. 

SQUEEZE. Theneck. Cant. 

epee A sour-looking, shrivelled, diminutive fel- 

ow. - 

SQUEEZE-WAx. A good-natured foolish fellow, ready to be- 
come security for another, under hand and seal. 
uiB. A small satirical or political temporary jeu d’esprit, 
. which, like the fire-work of that denomination, sparkles, 
bounces, stinks, and vanishes. 

SQUINT-A-PIPES, A squinting man or woman; said to be 
‘born in the middle of the week, and looking both ways 
for Sunday; or born in a hackney-coach, and looking 
out of both windows: fit for a cook, one eye in the 
pot, and the other up the chimney: looking nine ways at 
once. 

Souire oF ALSATIA. A weak profligate spendthrift, the 
squire of the company; one who pays the whole reckoning, 
or treats the company, is called standing squire. 

SguiRisH. Foolish. 

SQuIRREL, A prostitute: because she, like that animal, covers 
ber back with her tail. Meretrix corpore corpus alit. Me- 
nagiana, li, 128. 

SQUIRREL-HUNTING. See HUNTING. : 

Stac. To turn stag; to impeach one’s confederates: from 
a herd of deer, who are said to turn their horns against any 
of their number who is hunted. 

Stac. To find, discover, or observe. 

STAGGERING BOB WITH HIS YELLOW Pumps, A calf just 
dropped and unable to stand, killed for veal in Scotland: the 
hoofs of a young calf are yellow. : 

STALE DRUNK. A person is said to be stale drunk when they 
feel languid after a night’s debauch. 

Staines. A man who is in pecuniary distress is said to be at 
Staines, or at the Bush, alluding to the Bush Inn at that town. 
See BUSHED. | 

Staks. A booty acquired by robbery, or a sum of money 
won at play, is called a stake ; and, if considerable, a prime 
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stake, or aheavy stake. A person alluding to any thing 
difficult to be procured, or which he obtains as a great fa- 
vour, and is therefore comparatively invaluable, would say 

I consider it a stake to get it all: a valuable or acceptable 
acquisition of any kind is emphatically called a stake, mean- 
ing a great prize. 

STALL WHIMPER. A bastard. Cant. | 

STALL OFF. A term variously applied; generally, it means a 
pretence, excuse, or prevarication: as, a person charged 
with any fault, entering into some plausible story, to excuse 
himself, his hearers or accusers would say, O yes, that’s 
a good stall off, or, Aye, aye, stall it off that way if you can. 
To extricate a person from any dilemma, or save him from 
disgrace, is called, stalling him off: as, an accomplice of 
yours being detected in a robbery, &c. and about to be 
given up to justice, you will step up as a stranger, interfere 
in his bebalf, and, either by vouching for his innocence, 
recommending lenity, or some other artifice, persuade his 
accusers to forego their intention, and let the prisoner escape : 
ou will then boast of having stalled him off in prime twig. 

o avoid or escape any impending evil or punishment by 

means of artifice, submission, bribe, or otherwise, is also 
called stalling it off. A man walking the streets, and 
passing a particular shop, or encountering a certain person, 
which or whom he has reasons for wishing to avoid, will say 
to any friend who may be with him, I wish you'd stall me 
off from that crib, (or from that cove, as the case may 
be,) meaning, walk in such a way as to cover or obscure 
me from notice, until we are past the shop or person in 
question. | 

STALL uP. To stall a person up, (a term used by pick- 
pockets,) is to surround him in a crowd, or violent pressure, 
and even sometimes in the open street, while walking along, 
and by violence force his arms up, and keep them in that 
position while others of the gang rifle his pockets at pleasure, 
the cove being unable to help or defend himself; this is 
what the newspapers denominate hustling, and is universally 
practised at the doors of public theatres, at boxing matches, 
ship launches, and other places where the general anxiety 
of all ranks, either to push forward, or to obtain a view 
of the scene before them, forms a pretext for jostling, 
and every other advantage which the strength or num- 
bers of one party gives them over a weaker one, or a 
single person. It is not unusual for the buz-coves, on .par- 
ticular occasions, to procure a formidable squad of stout 
fellows of the lower class, who, though not expert at 
knuckling, render essential service by violently pushing and 
squeezing in the crowd, and, in the confusion excited by 
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this conduct, the unconcerned prigs reap a plentiful harvest, 
and the stallers up are gratified with such part of the 

. gains acquired as the liberality of the knuckling gentlemen 
may prompt them to bestow. This coup de guérre is termed 
making a regular stall at such a place, naming the scene of 
their operations. See STALL. 

STALLING. Making or ordaining. Stalling to the rogue; an 
ancient ceremony of instituting a candidate into the society 
of rogues, somewhat similar to the creation of a herald at 
arms. It is thus described by Harman: the upright man 
taking a gage of bowse, i.e.a pot of strong drink, pours it 
on the head of the rogue to be admitted, saying, I, A B, do 
stall thee, B C, to the rogue ; and from henceforth it shall be 
lawful for thee to cant for thy living in all places. 

STALLING KEN. A broker’s shop ; or, a receiver of stolen 
goods. 

STALLION. A man kept by an old lady for secret services. 

STAM FLEsH. To cant. Cant. 

STAMMEL, or STRAMMEL. A coarse brawny wench. 

STAMMER, An indictment. Cant. 

Stamp. A particular manner of throwing the dice out of the 
box, by striking it with violence against the table. 

STAMP Drawers. Stockings. Cant. 

STAMPERS. Shoes. 

STAMPS. Legs. : | 

STAND-STILL. He was run to a stand-still: i.e. till he could no 
longer move. 

STAND THE PATTER. To be tried for an offence.. Cant. 

STAR. The star is a game chiefly practised by young boys, 
often under ten years of age, although the offence is capital. 
It consists in cutting a pane of glass in a shop-window, by 
a peculiar operation called starring the glaze, which is per- 
formed very effectually by a common penknife; the depre- 
dators then take out such articles of value as lie within 
reach of their arm, which, if they are not interrupted, 
sometimes includes half the contents of a window. A 
person convicted of this offence is said to have been done for 
a star. 

STARCHED. Stiff, prim, formal, affected. 

STAR GaAzeR. A horse who throws up his head: also, a 
hedge whore. 

STARING QUARTER. An ox cheek. 

STARK NAKED. Gin, Cant. 

Stak Lac. Breaking shop-windows, and stealing some article 
thereout. 

START, or THE OLD Start. Newgate: he is gone to the 
Start, or the Old Start. Cant. 
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STARTER. One who leaves a jolly company, a milksop. He 
is no starter ; he will sit longer than a hen. 

STAR THE GLAZE. To break and rob a jeweller’s show glass. 
Cant. 

STARVE’EM, RoB’EM, and CHEAT’EM. Stroud, Rochester, 
and Chatham; so called by soldiers and sailors, and not 
without good reasons. 

SrasH. To stash any practice, habit, or proceeding, signifies 
to put an end to, relinquish, or quash the same; thus, a 
thief determined to léave off his vicious courses will declare 
that he means to stash (or stow) prigging. A man in 
custody for felony will endeavour, by offering money, or 

- other means, to induce his prosecutor’s forbearance, and 
compromise the matter, so as to obtain his liberation; this 
is called stashing the business. To stash drinking, card- 
playing, or any other employment you may be engaged in, 
for the time present, signifies to stow it, knife it, cheese it, 
or cut it, which are all synonymous, that is, to desist or 
leave off. See WANTED. 

STATE. To lie in state; to be in bed with three regular 
harlots. 

STATES OF INDEPENDENCY. Frontiers of Extravagance. Oxf. 
Univ. cant. | 

Stay. A cuckold. : 

STAYTAPE. A tailor; from that article, and its coadjutor 
buckram; which formerly made no small figure in thé bills 
of those knights of the needle. ore 

STEAMER. ‘A pipe. A swell steamer; a long’ pipe, such as 
is used by gentlemen to smoke. 

STEEL. The house of correction. : 

STEEL Bar. A needle. A steel bar flinger; a tailor, stay- 
maker, or any other person using a needle. 

STEENKIRK. A muslin neckcloth carelessly put on, from the 
manner in which the French officers wore their cravats when 
they returned from the battle of Steenkirk. ‘ 

STEEPLE-House. A name given to the church by dissen- 
ters. | 

STEPHEN. Money. Stephen’s at home; i.e. he has money. 

STEPNEY. A decoction of raisins of the sun and lemons in 
conduit water, sweetened with sugar, and bottled up. 

STEWED QUAKER. Burnt rum, with a piece of butter: an 
American remedy for a cold. 

Stick Fiams. A pair of gloves. 

Sricks. Household furniture. 

Sticks. Pops or pistols. Stow your sticks; hide your pis- 
tols. Cant. See Pops. 

StiFF, or THICK. Giving a bill instead of money is denomi- 
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nated, in the mercantile world, taking ‘‘ the stiff.” Mer- 
cantile cant. 

STIFF ONES. Of no use, dead men. 

STIFF-RUMPED. Proud, stately. 

STING. To rob or defraud a person or place is called sting- 
ing them: as, that cove is too fly; be has been stung be- 
fore; meaning that that man is upon his guard, he has 
already been tricked. | 

STINGBUM. A niggard. . 

STINGO. Strong beer, or other liquor. | : 

STINK. When any robbery of moment has been committed 
which causes much alarm, or of which much is said in the 
daily papers, the family people will say, there is a great stink 
about it. See WANTED. 

STINKER. A black eye. Cant. 

Stirrup Cup. A parting cup or glass drank on horseback 
by the person taking leave. | 

Strtcu. A nickname for a tailor: also, a term for lying with 
a woman. 

STIVER-CRAMPED. Needy,. wanting money. A stiver is a 
Dutch coin, worth somewhat more than a penny sterling. 
Stock. A good stock; i.e. of impudence. Stock and block; 

the whole: he has lost stock and block. 

Stock DRAWERS. Stockings. 

Stock JoBBERS. Persons who gamble in the Stock Exchange, 
by pretending to buy and sell the public funds, but in reality 
only betting that they will be at a certain price at a particu- 
lar time ; possessing neither the stock pretended to be sold, 
nor money sufficient to make geod the payments for which 
they contract, These gentlemenare known under the different 
appellations of bulls, bears, and lame ducks. 

StomacH WorM.. The stomach worm gnaws; I am hungry. 

STONE. Two stone under weight, or wanting; an eunuch. 
Stone doublet; a prison. Stone dead; dead as a stone. 

STONE Juc. Newgate, or any other prison. 

STONE TAVERN. Ditto. : 

Stoop. The pillory. The cull was served for macing, and | 
napped the stoop; he was convicted of swindling, and put 
in the pillory. : 

Sroopinc-MatcH. The exhibition of one or more persons in 
the pillory. See Pusy. 

STOOP-NAPPERS, or OVERSEERS OF THE NEW PAVEMENT. 
Persons set in the pillory. Cant. 

Storer. A great blow. Tip him a stoter in the haltering 
place; give him a blow under the left ear. 

Stoup. A vessel to hold liquor: a vessel containing a size, 
or half a pint, is so called at Cambridge. 
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Stow. Stow you; be silent, or hold your peace. Stow your 
whidds and plant’en, for the cove of the ken can cant’em; 
you have said enough, the man of the house understands 

ou. 

Se ceaeen: Precise, over nice, puritanical. 

Strait WalstcoaT. A tight waistcoat, with long sleeves 
coming over the hand, having strings for binding them be- 
hind the back of the wearer: these waistcoats are used 
in madhouses for the management of lunatics when out- 
rageous. 

STRANGER. A guinea. 

STRANGLE GOOSsE. A poulterer. 

Strap. Towork. The kiddy would not strap, so he went 
on the scamp ; the lad would not work, and therefore robbed 
on the highway. 

STRAPPER. A large man or woman. 

STRAPPING. Lying witha woman. Cant. 

Straw. A. good woman in the straw; a lying-in woman. 
His eyes draw straw; his eyes are almost shut, or he is 
almost asleep: one eye draws straw, and t’other serves the 
thatcher. 

STRETCH. A yard. Thecove was lagged for prigging a peter 
with several stretch of dobbin from a drag; the fellow was 
transported for stealing a trunk, containing several yards of 
riband, from a waggon. 

STRETCHING. Hanging. He'll stretch for it; he will be 
hanged for it: also, telling a great lie: he stretched stoutly. 

STRIKE. Twenty shillings. Cant. 

STRIP ME NAKED. Gin. Speaking of Randall having open- 
ed a gin-shop, the bard says, 

« Then shall young Bacchus see his glittering shrine 
Delug’d with strip ne naked ’stead of wine.” 
Randall’s Diary. 

STROKE. To take a stroke; to take a bout with a woman. 

STROLLERS. Itinerants of different kinds. Strolling morts ; 
beggars or pedlars pretending to be widows. 

STROMMEL. Straw. Cant. 

Srrone Man. To play the part of the strong man, i.e. 
to push the cart and horses too; to be whipped at the cart’s 
tail. 

Strum. A perriwig. Rum strum; a fine large wig. (Cam- 
bridge.) To doa piece. Foeminam subagitare. Cant. 

Strum. To have carnal knowledge of a woman: also, to play 
badly on the harpsichord, or any other stringed instrument. 
A strummer of wire ; a player on any instrument strung with 
wire, 

STRUMMEL. The hair of the head. 
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Strumper. A harlot. 

STUBBLE IT. Hold yourtongue. Cant. 

Stusss. Nothing. Cant. 

STUB-FACED. Pitted with the small-pox: the Devil ran over 
his face with horse-stubs (horse-nails) in his shoes. 

SturrF. Gammon. ‘“ What stuff it is.” ‘I will not be im- 
prisoned upon by such stuff.” Cant. 

STULING Ken. See STaLLine KEN. 

Stum. The flower for fermenting wine, used by vintners to 
adulterate their wines. 

Stump. Money. Cant. 

STUMPED. Poor, destitute of money. Cant. 

Stumps. Legs. To stir one’s stumps; to walk fast. 

Sturpy Becears. The fifth and last: of the most ancient 
ratty of canters; beggars that rather demand than ask. 

ant. 

Suck. Strong liquor of any sort. To suck the monkey. 
(See Monkey.) Sucky; drunk. 

Suck. A breast pocket. Cant. 

Suck. To pump. To draw from a man all he knows. The 
file sucked the noodle’s brains ; the deep one drew out of the 
fool all he knew. : 

SuckinG CHIcKEN. A young chicken. 

Sups. In the suds; in trouble, in a disagreeable situation, 
or involved in some difficulty. 

SuGAR Stick. The virile member. | 

Suit. Ingeneral, synonymous with game: as, what suit did 
you give it to em upon? in what manner did you rob them, 
or upon what pretence, &c. did you defraud them? One 
species of imposition is said to be a prime suit, another a 
queer suit: a man describing the pretext he used to obtain 
money from another, would say, I drawed him of a quid 
upon the suit of so and so, naming the ground of his appli- 
cation. (See Draw.) <A person having engaged with 
another on very advantageous terms to serve or work for 
him, will declare that he is upon a good suit. To use great 
submission and respect in asking any favour of another, is 
called giving it to him upon the humble suit. 

SuiT AND CLOAK. Good store of brandy, or other strong 
liquor, let down gutter-lane. 

Suir or Mournine. A pairof black eyes. Cant. 

SuLKy. A one-horse chaise or carriage, capable of holding 
but one person: called by the French a désobligeante. 

Sun. To have been in the sun; said of one that is drunk. 

SuNBURNT. Clapped: also, having many male children. 

SunpAay MAN. One who goes abroad on that day only, for 
fear of arrests. 

Sunny Bank. A good fire in winter. 
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SuPERNACULUM. Good liquor, of which there is not even 
a drop left sufficient to wet one’s nail. 

SURVEYOR OF THE Hicuways.: One reeling drunk. 

SURVEYOR OF THE PAVEMENT. One standing in the pillory. 

SUSPENSE. One in a deadly suspense ; a man just turned off 
the gallows. 

Sus. PER CoLL. Hanged: persons who have been hanged 
are thus entered into the jailer’s books. 

SUTLER. A camp publican: also, one that pilfers gloves, 
tobacco boxes, and such small moveables.. 

SwaBBERS, The ace of hearts, knave of clubs, ace and duce 
of trumps at whist: also, the lubberly seamen, put to swab 
and clean the ship. | ? | 

SwaD, or SWADKIN. A soldier, Cant. 

SwWADDLE. To beat with a stick,. id | 

SWADDLERS, The tenth order of the canting tribe, who not only 
rob, but beat, and often murder passengers. Cant. Swad- 
dlers is, also, the Irish name. for. methodists. 

Swac. A bundle, parcel, or package; as a swag of snow, dc. 
The swag, is a term used in speaking of any booty you have 
lately obtained, be it of what kind it may, except money; as 
where did you lumber the swag? that is, where did you 
deposit the stolen property? To carry the swag is to be the 
bearer of the stolen goods to a place of safety. A swag of 
any thing, signifies, emphatically, a great deal. To have 
knapp’d a good swag, is to have got a good booty. 

SwaG. Wearing-apparel, linen,.piece-goods, &c. are all com- 

.. prehended under the name of swag,. (when describing any 

' speak lately made, &c.) in order te distinguish them from 

_ plate, jewellery, or other more portable articles. 

SwaGGER. To bully, brag, or boast: also, to strut. 

SWANNERY. He keeps a swannery, i.e.. all his geese are 

swans. a 

Swap, To exchange or barter, one.article for another. Trish 
cant, ss fa % oe os . 

SWEATING. A mode, of diminishing the gold coin, practised 
chiefly by the Jews, who corrode it: with aqua regia.. Sweat- 
ing was, also, a diversion practised. by the bloods of the last 
century, who styled themselves Mohocks : . these aera 
lay in wait to surprise some persgn late in the night, when, 
surrounding him, they with their swords pricked him in the 
posteriors, which obliged him to be constantly turning 
round; .this they continued till they thought him sufficiently 
sweated. ~~ a By eas tt, oa oe 

SWEET. Easy to be imposed on, or taken in: also, expert, 
dexterous, clever. Sweet’s your hand ; said of one dexterous 
at stealing. 

SWEETEN. A grawler. Togive money toa beggar. Cant. 
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SweET Heart. A term applicable to either the masculine 
or feminine gender, signifying a girl’s lover, or a man’s 
mistress: derived from a sweet cake in the shape of a heart. 

SWEETNERS. Guinea droppers, cheats, sharpers. ‘To sweeten ; 
to decoy, or draw in. To be sweet upon; to coax, wheedle, 
court, or allure. _He seemed sweet upon that wench; he 
seemed to court that girl. 

SwELL. A gentleman; but any well-dressed person is em- 
phatically termed a swell, or a rank swell. A family man 
who appears to have plenty of money, and makes a genteel 
figure, is said, by his associates, to be in Swell-street. Any 
thing remarkable for its beauty or elegance is called a swell 
article; so a swell crib is a genteel house; a swell mollisher, 
an elegantly dressed woman, &c. Sometimes, in alluding to a 
particular gentleman, whose name is not requisite, he is styled 
the swell, meaning the person who is the object of your dis- 
course, or attention; and whether he is called the swell, the 
cove,.or the gory, is immaterial, as in the fgllowing (in 
addition to many other) examples:—I was turned up at 
China-street, because the swell would not appear; meaning, 
of course, the prosecutor: again, speaking of a person whom 
you were on the point of robbing, but who has taken the 
alarm, and is therefore on his guard, you will say to your 
pall, it’s of no use, the cove is as down as a hammer ; or, we 
may as well stow it, the gory’s leary. See CovE and Down. 

SWELLED HEAD. A disorder to which horses are extremely 
liable, particularly those of the subalterns of the army. 
This disorder is generally occasioned by remaining too long in 
one livery-stable or inn, and often arises: to.that height -that 
it prevents their coming out at the stable door. The most 
certain cure is the unguentum aureum—not applied to the 
horse, but to the palm of the master of the inn or stable. 
N.B. Neither this disorder, nor its remedy, is mentioned by 
either Bracken, Bartlet, or any of the modern writers on 
farriery. 

Swic. A hearty draught of liquor. e 

SWIGMEN. Thieves who travel the country under colour of 
buying old shoes, old clothes, &c. or selling brooms, mops, 
&c. Cant. , 

Swi... To drink greedily. 

Swi. Tus. <A drunkard, a sot. . 

SwimMMER. A counterfeit old coin, | 

Swimmer. A ship. I shall have a swimmer; a cant phrase 
pa by thieves to signify that they will be sent on board the 
tender. Lot ns a 

SwimMeER. A guard-ship in the river. A thief who, in order 
to avoid prosecution, when before ‘4 magistrate, on condition 
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of being sent on board the receiving ship to serve the king, 
is denominated by his palls, to have been swimmered. Cant. 

SWINDLER. One who obtains goods on credit by false pre- 
tences, and sells them for ready money at any price, in order 
to make up a purse. This name is derived from the German 
word schwindlin, to totter, to be ready to fall; these arts 
being generally practised by persons on the totter, or just 
ready to break. The term swindler has since been used to 
signify cheats of every kind. 

Swinc. To be hanged. He will swing for it; he will be 
banged for it. 

SwIncE. To beat stoutly. 

SwINGING. A great swinging fellow; a great stout fellow 
A swinging lie; a lusty lie, 

Swine Tait. <A hog. 

Swirz. To drink. 


“ Flue faker’s and swoddies may eye-water swipe.” 
Vide Randall’s Scrap Book. 


Swipes. Purser’s swipes; small beer: so termed on board the 
king’s ships, where it is furnished by the purser. | 
Swish Tait. A pheasant; so called by the persons who sell 
game for the poachers. | 

SWISHED. Married. 

SwivE. To copulate. 

SWIVEL-EYED. Squinting. 

Swoppy. A soldier. 

Sworp Racket. To enlist in different regiments, and, on re- 
ceiving the bounty, to desert immediately. 

SYEBUCK. Sixpence. 

SynTAx. A schoolmaster. 
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TABBY., An old maid; either from Tabitha, a formal anti- 
quated name, or else from a tabby cat, old maids being often _ 
compared to cats. To drive tab; to go out ona party of 
pleasure with a wife and family. 

Tace. Silence, hold your tongue. Tace is Latin for a candle ; 
a jocular admonition to be silent on any subject. 

TACKLE. A mistress: also, good clothes, The cull has tipt 
his tackle rum gigging; the fellow has given his mistress 
gocd clothes, A man’s tackle; the genitals. 

Tarry, i.e. Davy. A general name for a Welshman, St. 
David being the tutelar saint of Wales. Taffy’s dey. The 
first day of March, St. David’s day. 
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TaG-RAG and Bos-TAIL. An expression meaning an assem- 
blage of low people, the mobility of all sorts. To tag after 
one like a tantony pig; to follow one wherever one goes, 
just as St. Anthony is followed by his pig. 

Tait. <A prostitute: also, a sword. 

TaILor. Nine tailors makes a man; an ancient and common 
saying, originating from the effeminancy of their employ- 
ment; or, as some have it, from nine tailors having been 
robbed by one man; according to others, from the speech of 
a woollen-draper, meaning that the custom of nine tailors 
would make or enrich one man. A London tailor, rated to 
furnish half a man to the trained bands, asking how that 
could possibly be done? was answered, by sending four 
journeymen and an apprentice. Put a tailor, a weaver, and 
a miller into a sack, shake them well, and the first that puts 
out his head is certainly a thief. A tailor is frequently 
styled pricklouse, from their assaults on those vermin with 
their needles. : 

TatLor’s Goose. An iron with which, when heated, they 
press down the seams of clothes. SS 

TALE TELLERS. Persons said to have been formerly hired to 
tell wonderful stories of giants and fairies, to lull their hearers 
to sleep. . Talesman; the author of a story or report: Ill 
tell you my tale and my talesman. Tale-bearers; mischief 
makers, incendiaries in families, 

TaLLy MEN. Brokers that let out clothes to the women of 
the town. See RABBIT SUCKERS. 

TaMgE. Torun tame about a house; to live familiarly in the 
family with which one is upon a visit. Tame army; the city 
trained bands. _ 

TANDEM. <A two-wheeled chaise, buggy, or noddy, drawn by 
two horses, one before the other; thatis, at length. 

TANNER. A sixpence. The kiddy tipt the rattling cove a 
tanner for luck; the lad gave the coachman sixpence for 
drink. : 

TANTRUMS. Pet, or passion; madam was in her tantrums. 

Tap. A gentle blow. A tap onthe shoulder; an arrest. 
To tap a girl; to be the first seducer: in illusion to a beer 
barrel, To tap a guinea; to get it changed. 

Tape. Red tape; brandy. Blue or white tape; gin. 


‘In this dim foggy clime they think if they cram one 
With tape in the morning and punch in the night, 
They do the thing neat,” &c. &c. 


Vide Randall’s Scrap Book. 
AL80, 
“ Open your throats, lads, wide as you handle 
The tape I pour into the glass in each dandle.” 
Ibid. . 
TAPPERS, Shoulder tappers : bailiffs. 
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TAPLASH. Thick and bad beer. 

TaR. Don’t lose a sheep for a halfpenny worth of tar: tar is 
used to mark sheep. A jack tar; a sailor. 

TARADIDDLE. A fib, or falsity. 

TARPAWLIN. A coarse cloth tarred over: also, figuratively, 
a sailor. 

TARRING and FEATHERING. A punishment lately inflicted 
by the good people of Boston, in America, on any person 
convicted or suspected of loyalty: such delinquents being 
stripped naked, were daubed all over with tar, and afterwards 
put into a hogshead of feathers. 

TaRtT. Sour, sharp, quick, pert. | 

TaRTaR. To catch .a Tartar; .to attack .one of superior 

strength or abilities. This saying originated from a story of 

.an Irish soldier in the Imperial service, who, in a battle 
against the Turks, called out to his comrade that he had 
caught a Tartar. ‘ Bring him-along then,’ said he. ‘ He 
won't come,’ answered Paddy. ‘Then come along yourself,’ 
replied his comrade. ‘ Artah,’ cried he, ‘buat he won't let 
me.’ A Tartar is also an adept at any feat or F game ; he is 
quite a Tartar at cricket or billiards.. 

Tat. ‘Tit for tat; an equivalent. 

TavTLer. A watch, To flash a tatler: to wear a . watch, 

TATMONGER. One that uses false a 

Tats. False dice. 

Tat Suor. A place for gamblers to meet and are at hazard. 

Tat’s MAN. One who lives by gambling with dice. 

TATTERDEMALLION. A ragged fellow, whose clothes . hang 

all in tatters. 5 

Tattoo. A beat of the drum, or signal for soldiets to'go to 
their quarters, and a diréction to the sutlers to close the tap, 
and draw.no mere: liquor for them; it .is generally beat at 
nine in summer and. eight in. winter. The Devil’s tattoo; 
beating with one’s foot against the ground, as done by 
persons in low spirits. 

Taw. A schoolboy’s game, played with small rouad balls 
made of stone dust, called marbles, . I’ll be one upon your 
taw presently ; a species of threat. 

TAawprRy. Garish, gawdy, with lace or staring and discordant 
colours: a term said to be derived from the sbrine and altar 
of St. Audrey (an Isle of Ely saintess), which, for finery, ex- 
ceeded all others thereabouts, so as to become proverbial ; 
whence any fine dressed man or woman was said to be all St. 
Audrey, and by contraction all tawdry. 

TAWED. Beaten. 

TEAGUELAND. Ireland. Teaguelanders ; ; Irishmen. 

TEARS OF THE TANKARD. The drippings of liquor on a 
man’s waistcoat. 

TEA VoIDER. A chamber pot. 
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Teppy My Gopson. An address to a supposed simple fellow, 
orninny. Jrish. 

Te1zeE. To nap the teize; to receive a whipping. Cant. 

TEMPLE OF Baccuus. Merry-making after getting a liceat. 
Oxf. Univ. cant. 

TENANT AT WILL. One whose wife usually fetches him from 
the alehouse. | 

TENANT FOR LiFE. A married man; i. e. possessed of a 
woman for life. 7 

TENDER PARNELL. A tender creature, fearful of the least 
puff of wind or drop of rain. As tender as Parnell, who 
broke her finger in a posset drink. 

TEN IN THE HUNDRED. An usurer: more than five ‘in the 
hundred being deemed usurious interest. 

TEN Tors. See BAYARD OF TEN TOEs. 

TERMAGANT. An outrageous scold: from Termagantes, a 
cruel pagan, formerly represented in divers shows and enter- 
tainments, where, being dressed @ la Turque, in long clothes, 
he was mistaken for a furious woman. a 

TERRA FIRMA. An estate in land. 7 

Tester. A sixpence: from teston, a coin with a head on it. 

TETBURY PoRTION. A **** and a clap. 

THaMEs. He will not find out a way to set the Thames on 
fire; he will not make any wonderful discoveries, he is no 
conjuror. 

THATCH-GALLOwsS. A rogue, or man of bad character. 

Tuick. Intimate. They are as thick as two inkle-weavers. 

Tuer. You area murderer and a thief, you have killed a 
baboon, and stolen his face; vulgar abuse. 

THIEF IN A CANDLE. Part of the wick, or snuff, which, fall- 

ing on the tallow, burns and melts it, and, causing it to gut- 
ter, thus steals itaway. | 

Tuer TAKERS. Fellows who associate with all kinds of vil- 
lains, in order to betray them, when they have committed 
any of those crimes which entitle the persons taking them to 
a handsome reward, called blood money. It is the business 
of these thief takers to furnish subjects for a handsome exe- 
cution at the end of every sessions. 

THIMBLE. A watch. The swell flashes a rum thimble; the 
gentlemau sports a fine watch. 

THINGSTABLE. Mr. Thingstable; Mr. Constable: a ludicrous 
affectation of delicacy in avoiding the pronunciation of the 
first syllable in the title of that officer, which, in sound, has 
some similarity to an indecent monosytlable. 

Tuincumsos. Mr. Thingumbob; a vulgar address or nomi- 
nation to any person whose name is unknown, the same as 
Mr. What-d’ye-call-'im. Thingumbobs ; testicles. 
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THIRTEENER. A shilling in Ireland, which there passes for 
thirteen pence. 

THomas. Man Thomas; a man’s virile member. 

THORNBACK. An old maid. 

THorRNS. To.be or sit upon thorns; to be uneasy, impatient, 
anxious for an event. 

THOROUGH BRED. Derived from a good stock. The follow- 
ing little genuine anecdote may forcibly illustrate this term : 
the father of a celebrated pugilist, who distinguished him- 
self in 1819, on being asked as to the qualities of his son, 
answered, ‘‘ I was always considered a good man myself; 
and, as to my boy’s mother, she and I had a fall out one 
day, when I floored her six times successively, but she came 
again, as if nothing had happened. I then allowed her the 
best of the quarrel; and I think this circumstance will satisfy 
any rile that my son is a game man, and his pedigree 
sound.” 

THOROUGH CHURCHMAN. A person who goes in at one door 
of achurch, and out at the other, without stopping. 

THoRouGH Coucu. Coughing and breaking wind backwards 
at the same time. 

THOROUGH GO NIMBLE. A looseness, a violent purging. 

THOROUGH-GOOD-NATURED WENCH. One who being asked 
to sit down will lie down. 

THOROUGH StTitcH. To go thorough stitch; to stick at no- 
thing, over shoes, over boots. 

THOUGHT. What did thought do? lay in bed and besh-t 
himself, and thought he was up; reproof to any one who 
excuses himself for any breach of positive orders, by plead- 
ing that he thought to the contrary. 

THREE-LEGGED MARE, or Stoo.. The gallows, formerly 
consisting of three posts, over which were laid three trans- 
verse beams. This clumsy machine has given place to 
an elegant contrivance, called the new drop, by which 
the use of that vulgar vehicle, a cart, or mechanical instru- 
ment, a ladder, is also avoided; the patients being left sus- 
pended by the dropping down of that part of the floor on 
which they stand. This invention was first made use of for 
a peer. See DRop. 

THREE-PENNY Upricut. A retailer of love, who, for the 
sum mentioned, dispenses her favours standing against a 
wall. | 

THREE TO ONE. He is playing three to one, though sure to 
lose; said of any one engaged in the amorous congress. 

THREPS. Threepence. | 

THROTTLE. To strangle. 

THROTTLE. The throat, or gullet. 


| 
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THROUGH IT, or GOT THROUGH THE PIECE. To be acquitted 
of acharge: either by the judgement of yourself, or from 
the assistance of judicious friends. | 

Turow orr. To talk in a_ sarcastical strain, so as to 
convey offensive allusions under the mask of pleasantry, 
or innocent freedom; but, perhaps, secretly venting that 
abuse which you would not dare to give in direct terms; 
this is called throwing off, a practice at which the flask 
ladies are very expert, when any little jealousies arise 
among them. To begin to talk flash, and speak freely of 
robberies past, or in contemplation, when in company 
with family people, is also termed throwing off; meaning 
to banish all reserve, none but friends being present: also, 
to sing when called on by the company present. See 
CHAUNT. 

TuruM. To play on any instrument stringed with wire. 
A thrummer of wire; a player on the spinet, harpsichord, 
or guitar. 

THRums. Threepence. 

TuumsB. By rule of thumb; to do any thing by dint of prac- 
tice. To kiss one’s thumb instead of the book; a vulgar 
expedient to avoid perjury in taking a false oath. 

THUMMIKINS. An instrument formerly used in Scotland, 
like a vice, to pinch the thumbs of persons accused of dif- 
ferent crimes, in order to extort confession. 

Tuump. A blow. This is better than a thump on the back 
with a stone; said on giving any one a drink of good liquor 
onacold morning. Thatch, thistle, thunder, and thump; 
words to the Irish, like the Shibboleth of the Hebrews. 

THUMPING, Great. A thumping boy. 

, Tuwack. A great blow with a stick across the shoulders, 

To PEG a Hack. To mount the box of a hackney-coach, 
drive yourself, and give the Jarvey a holiday. Cant. 

Tis. A young lass. 

Tipsy. A cat. 

Tis OF THE Buttery. A goose. Cant. Saint Tibb’s 
evening; the evening of the last day, or day of judgement: 
he will pay you on St. Tibb’s eve. Srish. 

Tick. Torun o’tick; take up goods upon trust, to run in 
debt. Tick; a watch. See Sessions Papers. 

TICKLE PITCHER. A thirsty fellow, a sot. 

TicKLE Tait. A rod, or schoolmaster, A man’s penis. 

TICKLE TEXT. A parson. 

Tickrum. A license. 

Tipy. Neat. 

TIFFING. Eating or drinking out of meal time, disputing 
or falling out: also, lying with a wench, A tiff of punch, 
a small bowl of punch. 
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TILBURY. Sixpence: so called from’ its formerly being the 
fare for crossing over from Gravesend to Tilbury fort. 

Tite. A hat. Cant. 

Tritt. To tilt; to fight with a sword. To run full tilt against 
one; allusion to the ancient tilting with the lance. 

TILTER. A sword. 

TIMBER Tor. A man with a wooden leg. 

Trim Wuisky. A light one-horse chaise without a head. 

TINNY. A fire; a conflagration. 

TINNY-HunTERS. Persons whose practice it is to attend 
fires, for the purpose of plundering the unfortunate sufferers, 
under pretence of assisting them to remove their property. 

Tiny. Little. 

Trp. -To give or lend. Tip me your daddle; give me 
your hand. Tip me a hog; give me a shilling. To tip 

_ the lion; to flatten a man’s nose with the thumb, and at 
the same time to extend his mouth with the fingers, thereby 
giving him a sort of lion-like countenance. To tip the 
velvet; tonguing a woman. To tip all nine; to knock 
down all the nine pins at once, at the game of bowls or — 
skittles: tipping, at these games, is slightly touching the 
tops of the pins with the bowl. Tip; a draught: don’t 

__ spoil his tip, To tip your legs a gallop; to be off. 

TIPPERARY FoRTUNE. Two town lands, Stream’s town, 
and Ballinocack ; said of Irish women without fortune. 

TIPPLE. Liquor. 

TIPPLERS. Sots who are continually sipping. 

Tipszy. Almost drunk. 

Tip-Top. The best: perhaps from fruit, that growing at 
the top of the tree being generally the best, as partaking 
most of the sun. A tip-top workman; the best. or most 
excellent workman. 

Tit. A horse: a pretty little tit; a smart little girl. A tit, 
or tid bit; a delicate morsel. Tommy tit; a smart lively 
little fellow. 

Tir ror Tat. An equivalent. 

TitTer. A girl, Cant. 

TITTLE-TATTLE. Idle discourse, scandal, women’s talk, or 
small talk. 

TITTER-TATTER. One reeling and ready to fall at the feast 
touch: also, the childish amusement of riding upon the two 
ends of a plank, poised upon the prop underneath its centre : 
called also a see-saw. 

Titrup. A gentle hand gallop, or canter 

Tizzy. Sixpence. : 

Toap. Toad ina hole; meat baked or boiled in pye-crust. 
He or she sits like a toad upon a chopping block; a saying 
of any one who sits ill on horseback. As much need of it 
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as atoad of a side-pocket: said of a person who desires 
any thing for which he has no real occasion. As full of 
money as a toad is of feathers. 

Toap-EaTER. A poor female relation, and humble companion 
or reduced gentlewoman, in a great family, the standing 
butt, on whom all kinds of practical jokes are played off, 
and all ill humours vented. This appellation is derived 
from a mountebank’s servant, on whom all experiments used 
to,be made in public by the doctor, his master; among 
which was the eating of toads, formerly supposed poisonous. 
Swallowing toads is here figuratively meant for swallowing 
or putting up with insults, as disagreeable to a person of 
feeling as toads to the stomach. 

Toast. A health: also, a beautiful woman whose health -is 
often drank by men. The origin of this term (as it is said) 
was this :—a beautiful lady bathing n'a cold bath, one of 
her admirers, out of gallantry, drank some of the water ; 
whereupon another of her lovers observed, he never drank 
in the morning, but he would kiss the toast, and imuiediately 
saluted the lady. 

TOASTING IRON, or CHEESE-TOASTER. A sword. 

Topacco, A plant, oncé in great estimation as a medicine. 

Tobacco hic ‘ 
Will make you well if you be sick. 


Tobacco hic 
If you be well will make you sick. 


Tosy. To toby a man is to rob him on the highway; a per- 
son convicted of this offence is said to be done for a toby. 
The toby applies exclusively to robbing on horseback ; the 
practice of footpad robbery being properly called-the spice, 
though it is. common to distinguish the former by the title of 
high-toby, and the latter of low-toby. . 

Tosy-GILL, or ToBYyMAN. Properly signifies a highway- 
man. 

TopDLE. To walk away. The cove was touting, but stagging 
the traps he toddled; he was looking out and seeing the of 
ficers he walked away. 


‘¢ Oft may we hear thy cheerful footsteps sound, . 
And see us toddle in with heart elate.” —_- 
Vide Randall’s Diary. 


TopGE. Beat all to a todge: said of any thing beat to 
smash. 

Toppy. Originally, the juice of the cocoa tree, and after- 
wards rum, water, sugar, and nutmeg. 

Toc. Acoat. Cant, To tog is to dress or put on dothens 
to tog a person is also to supply them with apparel, and. they 
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are suid to be well or queerly togged, according to their ap- 
pearance. 
Toccer. (UPPER) A great coat. 


« And with his upper togger gay, ° 
Prepared to toddle swift away.” 
Vide Randall's Scrap Book. 


TOGGED OUT TO THE NINEs. A fanciful phrase, meaning simply 
that a person is well or gaily dressed. 

ToGMANs. The same. 

Toes. Clothes. The swell is rum togged;. the gentleman is 
handsomely dressed. 

TOKEN. The plague: also, the venereal disease. She tipped 
him the token; she gave him a clap, or pox. 

ToL, or TOLEDO. A sword. From Spanish swords made at 
Toledo, which place was famous for sword blades of an ex- 
traordinary temper. . 

TOLLIBAN Ric. A species of cheat carried on by a woman, 
assuming the character of a dumb and deaf conjuror. 

Tom Coney. A simple fellow. | 

Tom Lone. A tiresome story-teller. It is coming by Tom 
Long, the carrier; said of any thing that has been long ex- 
pected. 

Tommy. Soft tommy, or white tommy; bread is so called 
by sailors to distinguish it from biscuit. Brown tommy; 
ammunition bread for soldiers, or brown bread given to con- 
victs on board the hulks, 

TOM OF BEDLAM. The same as Abram man. 

To-MORROW-COME-NEVER. When two Sundays come together; 
never. 

Tom THums. A dwarf, a little hop-o’-my-thumb. 

ToNGUE. Tongue enough for two sets of teeth; said of a 
talkative person. As old as my tongue, and a little older 
than my teeth; a dovetail in answer to the question, How 
old are you? ‘Tongue pad; a scold, or nimble-tongued per- 
son. 

Tonic. A halfpenny. 

Tony. A silly fellow or ninny. A mere tony; a simpleton. 

Toot. The instrument of any person or faction, a cat’s paw. 
See Cat’s Paw. | 

Toots. Implements for housebreaking, pistols, &c. Any 
person convicted under the police act, with any of the above 
implements about his person, is said to be fixed for the 
tools. 

Tooru. Something for the tooth; i.e. grub. Cant. 

' Tooru-Music. Chewing. 

Toots-Picx. A large stick. An ironical expression. _ 

Tor. To cheat, or trick: also, to insult; he thought to have 
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topped upon me. Top; the signal among tailors. for snuff- 
ing the candles; he who last pronounces that word is 
obliged to get up and perform the operation. To be 

- topped ; to be hanged. The cove was topped for smash- 
ing queer screens ; he was hanged for uttering forged bank- 
notes. 

Tor Diver. A lover of women. An old top diver; one 
who has loved old hat in his time. 

ToreR. One that loves his bottle, assoaker. See Soak. 

Tor Heavy. Drunk. : 

Tor Licuts, The eyes. Blast your top lights, See 
CURSE. 

Torrer. A violent blow on the head: also, a hat. Cant. 

Toppinc CHEAT. The gallows. Cant. 

Toppine Cove. The hangman. Cant. | 

ToppinGc FELLow. One at the top or head of his profession. 

ToppinG MAN. A rich man. 

Top Roprs. To sway away on all top ropes; to live riotously 
or extravagantly. — ; 

Top Sart. He-paid his debts at Portsmouth with the top-sail ; 
i.e. he went to sea and left them unpaid. So soldiers are 
said to pay off their scores with the drum; that is, by march- 
ing away. | 

Top SAWYER signifies a man that is a master genius in any 
profession. It isa piece of Norfolk slang, and took its rise 
from Norfolk being a great timber county, where the top 
sawyers get double the wages of those beneath them. 

Topsy-TuRvY. The top side the other way; i.e. the wrong 

' side upwards; some explain it, the top side turf ways, turf 
being always laid the wrong side upwards, 

TORCHECUL. Bumfodder. 

TORMENTOR OF CatcutT. A fiddler. 

TORMENTOR OF SHEEP-SKIN. A drummer. 

Tory. An advocate for absolute monarchy and church power: 
also, an Irish vagabond, robber, or rapparee. 

Toss ror SipEs. A custom adopted in the prize-ring, to 
decide which man shall face the sun. The seconds “ shy a 

copper.” . 

Toss Pot. <A drunkard. 

Totty-HEADED. Giddy, hair-brained.. 

Toucn. To touch; to get money from any one: also, 
to arrest. Touched in the wind; broken-winded. ‘Touched 
in the head; insane, crazy. To touch up a woman; to have 
carnal knowledge of her. Touch bone and whistle: any one 
having broken wind backwards, according to the vulgar law, 
may be pinched by any of the company till he has touched 
bone (i.e. his teeth) and whistled. 
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ToucH YARN. A long story. Cant. 

Tout. A look-out house, or eminence. 

TouTers. In the sporting world, men, who, on the sly, ob- 
tain the speed and capabilities ‘of. race-horses during their 
training, and then give information to certain persons, who, 
from such sort of knowledge, bet their money with more 
certainty. 

TouTinc. (From tweri; to look out.) Publicans forestall- 
ing guests, or meeting them on the road, and begging 
their custom; to be met with at Brighton, Margate, &c.: 
also, thieves or smugglers looking out to, see that the coast 
is clear. Touting ken; the bar of a public-house. 

, TowkL. A oaken towel; a cudgel.. To rub one down with 
an oaken towel; to beat or cudgel him. 

TOWER. Clipped money. They have been round the Tower 
with it. Cant. 

ToweER:. To overlook, to rise aloft, as in a high tower. 

Tower-HILt-PLay. A slap on the face, and a kick on the 
breech. 

Town. A woman of the town; a prostitate. To be on the 
town; to live by prostitution. 

Town-BuLL. A common whore-master. To roar like a 
town-bull; to cry or bellow aloud. 

Tow-StREET. To get a person in a line, to decoy. , 

Track. Togo. ‘Track up the dancers; go up stairs. Cant. 

TRADESMEN. Thieves. Clever tradesmen; good thieves. 

TRAMP; On the look-out for employment ; walking about 
from place to place. Cant. 

TRANSLATORS. Sellers of old mended shoes and boots, be- 
tween cobblers and shoe-makers. 

TRANSMOGRIPHY, or TRANSMIGRIFY.. To patch up, vamp, 
or alter. 

TRANSNGAR. To come ¢ up with any body. 

‘TRANTER. See CROCKER. 

Trap. To understand trap; to know one’s own interest. 

TRAPAN. ‘To thveigle, or ensnare. 

Trarxs, A slatternly woman, a careless, sluttish woman. 

TRAps. Constables, thief-takers. Cant. 

Trap Sticks. Thin legs; gambs ; ; from the sticks with 
which boys play at trap-ball. 

TRAVELLER. To tip the traveller; to tell wonderful monet, 
to. romance. 

TRAVELLING PiguET: A mode of amusement, prac- 
tised by two persons riding In @ carriage, each “reckon- 
ing towards his game the persons. or animals that pass by 
on the side next them, nee to the following estima- | 
tion :— 
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A parson riding on a gray horse, with blue furniture ;— 
game. 

An old woman under a hedge ;—ditto. 

A cat looking out of a window;—60. 

A man, woman, and child, in a buggy ;—40. 

A man with a woman behind him ;—30. 

A flock of sheep ;—20. 

A flock of geese ;—10. . 

A postchaise ;—5. 

A horseman ;—2. 

A man or woman walking;—1. | 

Tray Trip. An ancient game like Scotch hop, played on a 
pavement, marked out with chalk into different compartments. 

TRENCHER Cap. ‘The square cap worn by the collegians, at 
the universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 

TRENCHER Man. A stout trencher man; one who has a good 
appetite, or, as the term is, plays a good knife and fork. 

TRESWINS. Threepence. | 

Tris. A prison: perhaps from tribulation. 

Trig. A bit of stick, paper, &c. placed by thieves in the key- 
hole of, or elsewhere about, the door of a house, which they 
suspect to be uninhabited ; if the frig remains unmoved the 
following day, it is a proof that no person sleeps in the house, 
on which the gang enter it the ensuing night upon the screw, 
and frequently meet with a good beoty, such as beds, carpets, 
&c. the family being probably out of towa. This operation 
is called trigging the jigger. 

Tric 17r. To play truant. To lay a man trigging; to knock 
him down. ; 

TRIGRYMATE. An idle female companion. 

Trim. State dress. In asad trim; dirty: also, spruce or 
fine; a trim fellow. | 

TRIMMING. Cheating, changing side, or beating. I'll trim 
his jacket; I'll thrash him. To be trimmed ; to be shaved: 
Vl just step and get trimmed. 

Trim TRAM. Like master, like man. 

TrRiNE, To hang: also, Tyburn. 

TRINGUM TRANGUM. A whim, or maggot. 

TRINING. Hanging. 

TRINKETS. - Toys, baubles, or nicknacks. 

' Trip. A short voyage or journey, a false step or stumble, an 
error of the tongue, a bastard. She has made a trip; she 
has had a bastard. | 

Tripe. The belly, or guts. Mr. Double Tripe; a fat man. 
Tripes and trullibubs; the entrails: also, a jeering appel- 
lation for a fat man. 

TROLL. To loiter or saunter about. 
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TROLLoP. A lusty coarse sluttish woman. 

TTROLLYLOLLY. Coarse lace, once much in fashion. 

TRooPer. You will die the death of a trooper’s horse, that is, 
with your shoes on; a jocular method of telling any one he 
will be hanged. : 

Trot. Ah old trot; a decrepit old woman. A dog trot; a 

_ gentle pace. ; 

Trotrers. Feet. To shake one’s trotters at Bilby’s ball, 
where the sheriff pays the fiddlers; perhaps the Bilboes’ ball, 
i.e, the ball of fetters ;—fetters and stocks were anciently 
called the bilboes. Box your trotters; be off. | 

TRounck. ‘To punish by course of law. 

Truck. To exchange, swap, or barter: also, a wheel such | 
‘as ships’ .guus are placed upon. 

Truci. A soldier's or a tinker’s trull; a soldier’s or tinker’s 

. female companion. Gufeli, or trulli, are spirits like women, 
which show great kindness to men, and hereof it is that we 
call light women trulls. Randle Holms’s Academy of 
Armory. 

Trump. A good fellow; no flincher; but who displays 
es upon every suit. Cant, The best card in the 
pack. , 

TRUMPERY. An old whore, or goods of no value; rubbish. 

TRUMPET. To sound one’s own trumpet; to praise one’s self. 

TRUMPETER. The king of Spain’s trumpeter; a braying ass. 
His trumpeter is dead, he is therefore forced to sound his 
own trumpet. He would make an excellent trumpeter, for 
the has a strong breath; said of one having a foeted breath. 

Trumps. To be put to one’s trumps; to be in difficulties, or 
put to one’s shifts. Something may turn up trumps; 
something lucky may happen. All his cards are trumps; 
he is extremely fortunate. 

TRUNDLERS. Peas. Obsolete. | 

TRUNK. A nose. How fares your old trunk? does your nose 
still stand fast? an allusion to the proboscis or trunk of an 
elephant. To shove a trunk; to introduce one’s self un- 
asked into any place or company. Trunk-maker like; more 
noise than work. 

TRUSTED ALONE. This bit of flash is made use of, in speak- 
ing of any knowing or experienced. person; meaning, that he 
is so deep as to the tricks of the town, that he may be 
“* trusted alone” iu any company without danger to himself. 

Trusty TROGAN, or TRuUsTy Trout. A true friend. 

Trynine. See TRINING. | 

Try on. To endeavour. To live by thieving. Coves who 
try it on; professed thieves. 

Tus THumrer. A Presbyterian parson. 
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TUCKED Up. Hanged. A tucker up to an old bachelor or 
widower; a supposed mistress. 

Tu Quogue. The mother of all saints. 

TUMBLER. A cart: also, a sharper employed to draw in 
pigeons to game; likewise a posture-master, or rope-dancer. 
To shove the tumbler, or perhaps tumbril; to be whipped at 
the cart’s tail. : 

TuNE. To beat. His father tuned him delightfully; per- 
haps from fetching a tune out of the person beaten, or from 
a comparison with the disagreeable sounds of instruments 
when tuning. Obsolete. 7 | 

Tur. To-hgve carnal knowledge of a woman. Vide 

_ Othello. a a 
Tur. Aram: figuratively, a cuckold: 

Tur Runnine. A rural sport practised at wakes and fairs 
in Derbyshire; a ram, whose tail is well soaped and greased, 
is turned out to the multitude; any one that can take him by 
the tail, and hold him fast, is to have him for his own. 

TurRF. On the turf; persons who keep running horses, or 
‘attend and bet at horse-races, are said to be on the turf. 

Turk. A cruel, hard-hearted man. Turkish treatment; 
barbarous usage. Turkish shore; Lambeth, Southwark, 
and Rotherhithe sides of the Thames. 

TURKEY MERCHANT. A poulterer, a is 

TURNCOAT. One who has changed his party from interested 
motives. 

TURNED uP. Acquitted, or discharged, for want of evidence. 
Cant. 

TURNIP-PATED. White or fair haired. | 

TurRNips. To give any person turnips, is to get rid of him at 
all events. 

TURNPIKE-MaNn. A parson; because the clergy collect 
their tolls at our entrance into and exit from the world. 

TuRN up. A fight produced from a hasty quarrel. A casual 
boxing match. It is also to desist from, or relinquish any 
particular habit or mode of life. To quit a person suddenly 
in the street is termed, turning him up. Cant. 

TurN up. To desist from, or relinquish any particular habit 
or mode of life, or the further pursuit of any object you 
had in view, is called turning it up. To turn-up a mistress, 
or a male acquaintance, is to drop all intercourse or corres- 
pondence with them. To turn up a particular house or shop, 
you have been accustomed to use, or deal at, signifies to 
withdraw your patronage, or custom, and visit it no more. 
To quit a person in the street, whether secretly or openly, 
is called turning himup. To turn a manup sweet, is to 
get rid of lim effectually, but yet to leave him in perfect 
good humour, and free from any suspicion or discontent; 
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this piece of finesse often affords a field for the exercise of 
consummate address, as in the case of turning up a fat, 
after having stripped him of all his money ata play, er a 
shop-keeper, whom you have just robbed before his face of 
something valuable, upon the pinch, or the hoist. 

TuRN uP A TRUMP. Is to procure a good stake; or in any 
manner improving your situation in life. 

Tuzzy-Muzzy. The monosyllable. 

TWADDLE. Perplexity, confusion, or any thing else: a fashion- 
able term that for awhile succeeded that of bore. See BoRE. 

TWANGEY, or STANGEY. A north country name for a tailor. 

TWEAGUE. Ina great tweague: in agreat passion. Tweaguey; 
peevish, passionate. 

TwEAK. To pull: to tweak any one’s nose. 

TWELVER. A shilling. 

TWIDDLE-DIDDLES, Testicles. 

TWIDDLE poop. An effeminate looking fellow. 

Twic. Handsome: stylish. The cove is togged in twig; 
the fellow is dressed in the fashion. | 

Twic. To observe. Twig the cull, he is peery; observe 
the fellow, he is watching us: also, to disengage, snap 
asunder, or break off. To twig the darbies; to knock o 
the irons. - | 

Twic. In good twig; that is, to eccomplish an object 
cleverly. A well-dressed man or woman is said to be in 
prime twig. Prime twig, also, signifies high spirits. Ex. 
gr. 


«« Never since the renown’d days of Broughton and Figg, 
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Was the fanciful world in such very prime twig.” 
Crib’s Memorial. 
“‘ Lark, or some delicious jig, 
- The mind delights in, when ‘tis in prime twig.”’ 
Vide Randall's Diary. 
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Twiss. A jordan, or pot de chambre. (Jrish.) A Mr. Richard 
Twiss, eee s in his “travels,” given a very unfavourable 
description of the Irish character, the inhabitants of Dublin, 
by way of revenge, thought proper to christen this utensil 
by his name—suftice it to say, that the baptismal rites were 
not wanting at the ceremony. On a nephew of this gentle- 
man, the following epigram was made: 


‘ 
« Perish the country, yet my name 
Shall ne’er in story be forgot, 
But still the more increase in fame, 
The more the country goes to pot.” 
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At the bottom of the jordan was his portrait, and the follow- 
ing specimen of Irish wit : 


*¢ Let every one piss, 
On lying Dick Twiss.”’ 


Twist. A mixture of half tea and half coffee; likewise 
brandy, beer, and eggs. A good twist; a good appetite. 
To twist it down apace ; to eat heartily. 

TwisTED. Executed, hanged. 

Twit. To reproach a person, or remind him of favours con- 
ferred. 

TWITTER. All in a twitter; ina fright, Twittering is also 
the note of some small birds, such as the robin, &c. 

Twittoc. Two. Cant. 

TWO-HANDED. Great. A two-handed fellow or wench; 
a great strapping man or woman.° 

TWO-HANDED Put. The amorous congress. 

Two THIEVEs BEATING A Rocug. .A man beating his 
hands against his sides to warm himself in cold weather : 
called, also, beating the booby, and cuffing Jonas. 

Two To one SHop. A pawnbroker’s: alluding to the 
three blue balls, the sign of that trade: or perhaps to its 
being two to one that the goods pledged are never re- 
deemed. 

TyBURN Bossom. A young thief or pickpocket, who, in 
time, will ripen into fruit borne by the deadly never-green. 
TyBURN TiPPET. A halter: see Latimer’s sermon before 

Edward VI. A.D. 1549. Rather obsolete in 1822. 

Tyz. A neckcloth. 

TYE IT uP. To tye up any particular custom, practice, or 
habit, is synonymous with knifing, stowing, turning it up, 
or stashing it. To tye it up isa phrase, which, used em- 
phatically, is generally understood to mean quitting a course 
of depredation and wickedness. See SQUARE and Do THE 
TRICK. 

TyxeE. <A dog: also, a clown: a Yorkshire tyke. 
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VAGARIES. Frolics, wild rambles. . 

VAIN-GLORIOUS, or OSTENTATIOUS MAN. One who boasts 
without reason ; or, as the canters say, pisses more than he 
drinks. 

VALENTINE. The first woman seen by a man, or man seen 
by a woman, on St. Valentine’s day, the 14th of February, 
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when, it is said, every bird chuses his mate for the ensuing 
year. 

Vamp. To pawn any thing. I'll vamp it, and tip you the 
cole; I'll pawn it, and give you the money: also, to refit, 
new dress, or rub up old hats, shoes, or other wearing 
apparel: likewise, to put new feet to old boots. Applied 
more particularly to a quack bookseller. 

VAMPER. Stockings. 

“Van. Madame Van.’ See MADAME. 

VaN-NECK. Miss or Mrs, Van-Neck; a woman with large 
breasts; a bushel bubby. 

VaRpo. A waggon. 

VARDO-GILL, A waggoner. 

VaRpDY. To give one’s vardy; i.e. verdict, or opinion. 

VARLETS. Now rogues and rascals, formerly yeomen’s 
servants. 

VARMENT. (Whip and Cambridge.) Natty, dashing. He 
is quite varment, he is quite the go. He sports a varment 
hat, coat, &c.; he is dressed like a gentleman Jehu. 

VARMENT, Vermin. Low cant. 

VELVET. To tip the velvet; to put one’s tongue into a 
woman’s' mouth. To be upon velvet; to have the best 
of a bet ora match. ‘To the little gentleman in velvet, i.e. 
the mole that threw up the hill that caused Crop (King 
William’s horse) to stumble; a toast frequently drank by 
the Tories and Catholics in Ireland. : 

VENERABLE MONOSYLLABLE. Pudendum muliebre. 

VeEnus’s CursE. The enviable disease. 

VESSELS OF PAPER. Half a quarter of a sheet. 

VICAR OF Bray. See BRAY. 

Vick ADMIRAL OF THE NARRow Sgas. A drunken man 
that pisses under the table into his companion’s shoes, 

Vick CHANCELLOR’s CouRT. Creditor’s last shift. Oxf. 
Univ. cant. : 

VICTUALLING OrFicE. The stomach. Pugilistie phra- 
seology. 

VINCENT’S Law. The art of cheating at cards, composed of 
the following associates: bankers, those who play booty; 
the gripe, he that betteth; and the person cheated, who 
is styled the vincent; the gains acquired, termage. — 

VIXEN. A termagant: also, a she-fox, who, when she has 
cubs, is remarkably fierce, 

Unsetrtry. To unlock. 

UnNcLE. Mine uncle’s; a necessary-house. He is gone to 
visit his uncle; saying of one who leaves his wife soon after 
marriage, It likewise means a pawnbroker’s: goods pawned 
are frequently said to be at mine uncle’s, or laid up in~ 
‘lavender. 
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UNDER DUBBER. A turnkey. | 

UNFORTUNATE WoMEN,. Prostitutes: so termed by the 
virtuous and compassionate of their own sex. 

UNGRATEFUL MAN. A parson, who at least once a week 
abuses his best benefactor, i. e. the Devil. 

UNGUENTUM AUREM. A bribe. Classic cant. 

UNiIcorN. A coach drawn by three horses. 

UniTED Kinepoms oF Sans Souci AND SANs Six Sous. 
Riddances of cares, and, ultimately, of sixpences. Ovf. 
Univ. cant. 

UNLICKED Cus. A rude uncouth young fellow. 

UN-PALLED. One whose companions have all been either 
hanged or transported. 

UNRIGGED. Undressed, or stripped. . Unrig the drab; strip 
the wench. | 

UNTHIMBLED. A man who has been robbed of. his watch. 

Untruss, To untruss a point; to let down one’s breeches 
in order to ease one’s self. Breeches were formerly tied 
with points, and were distributed to the boys every Whit 
Monday by the churchwardens of most of the parishes in 

_ London, under the denomination of tags: these tags were 
worsteds of different colours twisted up to a size somewhat 

‘thicker than packthread, and tagged at both ends with tin. 
Laces were at the same time given to the girls. Obsolete. 

UNTWISTED. Undone, ruined, done up. 

Voit. Atown. Cant. | 

VoweEL. A gamester who does not immediately pay his 
losings, is said to vowel the winner, by repeating the vowels, 
IO U, or perhaps from giving his note for the money 
according to the Irish form, where the acknowledgement 
of the debt is expressed by the letters IO U, which, the 
sum and name of the debtor being added, is deemed a 
sufficient security among gentlemen. 

UPpHILLs. False dice that run high. 

Up IN THE STiRRUpPS. Plenty of money. A fortunate man. 

UprprER BENJAMIN. A great coat. Cant. 

Upper Story, or GARRET. Figuratively used to signify 
the head. His upper story or garrets are unfurnished, i.e. 
he is an empty foolish fellow. 

UppisH. Testy, apt to take offence. 

UPRIGHT. Go upright; a word used by shoemakers, tailors, 
and their servants, when any money is given to make them 
drink, and signifies, Bring it all out in liquor, though the 
donor intended less, and expects change, or some of his 
money to be returned. Three-penny upright. See THREE- 
PENNY UPRIGHT. 

UpriGHT Man. An upright man signifies the chief or prin- 
cipal of acrew. The vilest, stoutest rogue in the pack 


“ 


WwW AG 


is generally ehosen to this post, and has the sole right to 
the first night’s lodging with the dells, who afterwards are 
used in common among the whole fraternity. He carries 
a short truncheon in his hand, which he calls his filchman, 
and has a larger share than ordinary of whatever is gained 
by the society. He often travels in company with thirty or 
forty males and females, abram men, and others, over 
whom he presides arbitrarily. Sometimes the women and 
children, who are unable to travel, or fatigued, are by 
turns carried in panniers by an ass or two, or by some poor 
jades procured for that purpose. 

Upstarts. Persons lately raised to honours and riches from 
mean stations. 

Up THE Spout. Having clothes or any other articles pledged 
at the pawnbroker’s: in allusion to a long spout, through 
which the articles, when redeemed, are conveyed from the 
top to the bottom of the house, in order to expedite business. — 

Ur To Stum. To be flash. Cant. 

Up To SNuFF. Synonymous with the above phrase; and is 
often rendered more emphatic by such adjuncts as, ‘“‘ Up 
to snuff and two-penny,” ‘“‘ Up to snuff, and a pinch 
above it.” Cant. 

Up TO THEIR Gossip. To be a match for one who attempts 
to cheat or deceive; to be on a footing, or in the secret. 
I'll be up with them; I will repay in kind. : 

Urcuin. A child, a little fellow: alse, a hedgehog. 

Usep up. Killed; a military saying, originating from a 
message sent by the late General Guise, on the expedition 
at Carthagena, where he desired the commander-in-chief 
to order him some more grenadiers, for those he had were 
all used up. 
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WABLER. Foot wabler; a contemptuous term for a foot 
soldier, frequently used by those of the cavalry. 

Wack. To share or divide any thing equally, as wack the 
blunt, divide the money, &c. : 

WappbtE. To go like a duck. To waddle out of ’Change 
Alley as a lame duck; a term for one who has not been 
able to pay his gaming debts, called his differences, on the 
Stock Exchange, and therefore absents himself from it. — 

Wac. An arch frolicsome fellow. 

Waccisu. Arch, gamesome, frolicsome. — 

WacrTaliL. A lewd woman. 
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Waits. Musicians of the lower order, who in most towns 
play under the windows of the chief inhabitants at mid- 
night, a short time before Christmas, for which they col- 
lect a Christmas-box from house to‘house. They are said 
to derive their name of waits from being always in waiting 
to celebrate weddings and other joyous events happening 
within their district. . 

Wake. A country feast; commonly on the anniversary of 
the tutelar saint of the village, that is, the saint to whom 
the parish church is dedicated: also, a custom of watching 
the dead, called Late Wake, in use both in Ireland and 
Wales, where the corpse is deposited under a table, 

‘ with a plate of salt on its breast; the table is covered 
with liquor of all sorts, and the guests, particularly the 
younger part of them, amuse themselves with all kinds of 
pastimes and recreation: the consequence is generally more 
than replacing the departed friend. 

Wa ker. A flash expression for telling a lie. 

WALKING DIsTILLER. One who carries the keg, 1. e. a per- 
son who is very easy put out of his way: one soon affronted 
without a cause. 

WALKING POULTERER. One who steals fowls, and hawks 
them from door to door. 

WALKING STATIONER. A hawker of pamphlets, &c. 

WALKING THE PLANK. A mode of destroying devoted 
persons or officers in a mutiny or ship-board, by blindfold- 
ing them, and obliging them to walk on a plank, laid over 
the ship’s side; by this means, as the mutineers suppose, 
avoiding the penalty of murder. 

WALKING UP AGAINST THE WALL. To run up a score, 
which, in ale-houses, is commonly recorded with chalk on 
the walls of the bar. 

Watt. To walk or crawl up the wall; to be scored up at a 
public-house. Wall-eyed, having an eye with little or 
no sight, all white like a plastered wall. 

aaa Clothes exposed to sale in the streets, 

ant. 

WANTED. When any of the ¢raps or runners have a private 
information against a family person, and are using means 
to apprehend the party, they say, such a one is wanted; 
and it becomes the latter, on receiving such intimation, to 
keep out of the way, until the stink is over, or until he or 
she can find means to stash the business through the medium 
of Mr. Palmer, of by some other means. 

Wap. To copulate, to beat. If she wont wap for a winne, 
let her trine for a make; if she won't lie with aman fora 
penny, let her hang for a halfpenny. Mort wap-apace ; 
a woman of experience, or very expert at this sport. 
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WAPPER-EYED. Sore-eyed. 

Wars. A woman’s ware; her commodity. 

Ware Hawk. An exclamation used by thieves to inform 
their confederates that some police-officers are at hand. 

Warm. Rich, in good circumstances. ‘To warm, or give 
a man a warming; to beat him. See hei 

WARMING-PAN. A large old-fashioned watch. A Scotch 
warming-pan; a female bedfellow. 

WARREN. One that is security for goods taken upon credit 
by extravagant young gentlemen. Cunny warren; a girl's 
boarding-school: also, a bawdy-house. 

Wasp. An infected prostitute, who, like a wasp, carries a 
sting in her tail. 

WaAspisH. Peevish, spiteful. 

WasTE. House of waste; a tavern or alehouse, where idle 
people waste both their time and money. 

WASTE-BUTT. Mr. Waste-butt, the publican; it is observed 
of most men when they’ commence publicans, from their 
habit of drinking with their customers in general, all sorts 
of liquors, that ‘ they are little better than waste-butts.” 

WASTE OF READY. Including it in Hoyle’s dominions, a course 
of gambling, loo-tables, &c. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

WatTcH, CHAIN, AND SEALS. A sheep’s head and pluck. 

WATER BEWITCHED. Very weak punch or beer. 

WATER-MILL. The monosyllable. 

WATER OF LIFE. Gin. 


‘¢ Toast bis sweet name in the water of life.” 
_ Vide Randall’s Diary. 


WATERPAD. One that robs ships on the river Thames. 

WatTER ScricER. A doctor who prescribes from inspecting 
the water of his patients, See Piss PROPHET. 

WATER SNEAK. Robbing ships or vessels on a navigable 
river, or canal, by getting on board unperceived, generally in 
the night. The water-sneak is lately made a capital offence. 

WATER SNEAKSMAN. A man who steals from ships or craft 
on the river. | 

WATERY-HEADED,. Apt to shed tears. 

WATTLES, Ears. Cant. 

Weak iT. Among the flash people, is to lay under the 
stigma of having turned a nose. 

WEASEL-FACED. Thin, meagre-faced. Weasel-gutted; thin- 
bodied; a weasel is a thin long slender animal with a sharp 
face. . 

Weppinc. The emptying of a necessary-house, particularly 
in London. You have been at an Irish wedding, where 
black eyes are given iustead of favours; said to any one 
who has a black eye. 
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WEDGE. Silver plate, because melted by the receivers of 
stolen goods into wedges. Cant. ; 

Weep. To pilfer or purloin a small portion from a large 
quantity of any thing; often done by young or timid depre- 
dators, in the hope of escaping detection, as, an apprentice 
or shopman will weed his master’s lob, that is, take small 
sums out of the till when opportunity offers, which sort of 
peculation may be carried on with impunity for a length of 
time; but experienced thieves sometimes think it good 
judgement to weed a place, in order that it may be good | 
again, perhaps, for a considerable length of time, as in the 
instance of a warehouse, or other depdt for goods, to 
which they may possess an easy access by means of. a 
false key; in this case, by taking too great a swag: at first, 
the proprietors would discover the deficiency, and take — 
measures to prevent future depredation. To weed the swag 
is to embezzle part. of the booty, unknown to your pals, 
before a division takes place, a temptation against which 
very few of the family are proof, if they can find an oppor- 
tunity. A flash cove, on discovering a deficiency in his 
purse or property, which he cannot account for, will de- 
clare that he, (or it, naming the article,) has been wedded 
to the ruffian. : 

WEEPING Cross. To come home by Weeping-cross ; to repent. 

WEIGH Forty. A term formerly used by the police, who 
are as well versed in flask as the thieves themselves and of 
whom it is said, did often wink at depredations of a petty 
nature, for which no reward would attach, and to let a 
thief reign unmolested till he commits a capital crime; 
they then grab him, and, on conviction, share (in many 
cases) a reward of £40, or upwards; therefore those gentry 
will say, Let him alone at present, we don't wané him till 
he weighs his weight, meaning, of course, forty pounds. 

WELL. To divide unfairly. To conceal part. A cant 
phrase used by thieves, where one of the party conceals 
some of the booty, instead of dividing it fairly amongst 
his confederates. . | 

WELL-HUNG. The blowen was nutts upon the kiddey because 
he is well-hung; the girl is pleased with the youth because 
his genitals are large. . 

WELsH Coms. The thumb and four fingers. 

WELSH EJECTMENT. ‘To unroof the house, a method prac- 
tised by landlords in Wales to eject a bad tenant. 

WELSH FippLe. The itch. See Scorcu FIDDLE. 

WELSH Mite. Like a Welsh mile, long and narrow. His 
story is like a Welsh mile, long and tedious. 

WRuisH Rassit. [i.e.a Welsh rare-bit.] Bread and cheese 
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toasted. See Rassrr. The Welsh are said to be so re- 
‘ markably fond of cheese, that, in cases of difficulty, their 
midwives apply a piece of toasted cheese to the janua vite 
to attract and entice the young Taffy, who, on smelling it, 
makes most vigorous efforts to come forth. 
. WESTMINSTER WEDDING. A match between a whore and 
a rogue. | 

Wer Parson. One who moistens his clay freely, in order 
to make it stick together. 

Wer QuAKER. One of that sect who has no objection to 
the spirit derived from wine. 

WET-THEE-THROUGH. Gin. Cant. 

WETTING THE NECK. A drunkard. Cant. | 
Wuack. A share of a booty obtained by fraud. A paddy 
whack; astout brawney Irishman. | 
WHApPER. A large man or woman. | 
WHEEDLE. A sharper. To cut a wheedle; to decoy by, 

fawning or insinuation. Cant. 

WHEELBANDIN THENICK. Regular drinking over the left thumb. 

WHELP. An impudent whelp: a saucy boy. | 

Waereas. To follow a whereas; to become a bankrupt, 
to figure among princes and potefitates; the notice given 
in the gazette that a commission of bankraptcy is issued 
out against any trader, always beginning with the word 
Whereas. He will soon march in the rear of a whereas. 

Wuer. A morning’s draught, commonly white wine, sup- 
posed to whet or sharpen the appetite. - 

WHIDDING. Talking slang. Scotch cant. 

Wuips. Words. Cant. 

WurpbLe. To tell or discover. He whiddles; he peaches. 
He whiddles the whole scrap; he discovers all he knows. 
The cull whiddled because they would not tip him a snack; 
the fellow peached because they would not give him a share. 
They whiddle beef, and we must brush; they cry out thieves, 
and we must make off. Cant. 

WHIDDLER. An informer, or one that betrays the secrets 
of the gang. 5 

WHIP-BELLY VENGEANCE, or pinch-gut vengeance, of which 
he that gets the most has the worst share. Weak or sour 
beer. ; : 

Wurre Jacks. The tenth order of the canting crew; rogues 
who, having learned a few sea terms, beg with counterfeit 
passes, pretending to be sailors shipwrecked on the neigh- 
bouring coast, and on their way to the port from whence 
they sailed. 

Wuip orr. To run away, to drink off greedily, to snatch. 
He whipped away from home, went to the ale-house, where 
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he whipped off a full tankard, and, coming back, whipped 
off a fellow’s hat from his head. 

WHIPPER-SNAPPER. A diminutive fellow. 

WHIPSHIRE. Yorkshire. 

WuipsTreR. A sharp or subtle fellow. 

Wuire THE Cock. A piece of sport practised at wakes, horse- 
races, and fairs, in Leicestershire: a cock being tied or 
fastened into a hat or basket, half a dozen carters blind- 
folded, and armed with their cart whips, are placed round 
it, who, after being turned thrice about, begin to whip the 
cock, which if any one strikes so as to make it cry cut, it 
becomes his property ; the joke is, that, instead of whippmg 
the cock, they flog each other heartily. 

Wuipt-SyLLaBus. . A flimsy frothy discourse or treatise, 
without solidity. 

WHIRLYGIGS. Testicles. 

WHISKER. A great lie. 

WHISKER SPLITTER. A man of intrigue. 

Wuisk1N. A shallow brown drinking bowl. 

Wuisky. A malt spirit much drank in Ireland and Scotland : 
also, a one-horse chaise. See TiN WHISKY. 

WuistLe. The throat. To wet one’s whistle; to drink. 

WHISTLING SHoP. Rooms in the King’s Bench and Fleet 
prisons where drams are privately sold. 

Wuit. [i.e. Whittington’s.] Newgate. Cant. Five rum- 
-padders are’ rubbed in the darkmans out of the Whit, and 
are piked into the deuseaville: five highwaymen broke out 
of Newgate in the night, and are gone into the country. 

WuitE Bait. Silver. Cant. 

WHITECHAPEL, Whitechapel portion ;..two smocks and what 
nature gave. Whitechapel breed; fat, ragged, and saucy. 

' See St. GiLgEs’s BREED. Whitechapel beau; one who 
dresses with a needle and thread, and undresses with a knife. 
To play at whist Whitechapel fashion; i.e. aces and kings 
first. 

WHITE FEATHER. He has a white feather; he is a coward: 
an allusion to a game cock, which having a white feather is 
a proof that he is not of the true game breed. Speaking of 
Randall, the author of Randall’s Diary says, 


«¢ He never yet has shown in fight 
The snow-white feather’s damning shade.” 


Recounting a meeting at Belcher’s, the author of Crib’s 
Memorial says they were 


«¢ All high-bred heroes of the ring, 
Whose very gammon would delight one, 
Who, nurs’d.beneath the Fancy’s wing, 
Show all her feathers but the white one.’’ 
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Waite Liz. A harmless lie, one not told with a malicious. 
intent, a lie told to reconcile people at variance. 

WHITE-LIVERED. -Cowardly, malicious. 

WHITE RIBBIN. Gin. 

WHITE SERJEANT. A man fetched from the tavern or ale- 
house by his wife, is said to be arrested by the white ser- 
jeant. , | 

WHITE SWELLING. A woman big with child is said to have a 
white swelling. 

WuiTE Tape. Geneva. 

WHITEWASHED. One who has taken the benefit of an act of 
‘insolvency, to defraud his creditors, is said to have been 
whitewashed. 7 

WHITE WINK. Gin. Cant. A name frequently applied to 
gin io the top circles. 

WHITE WooL. Geneva. 

WHITHER-GO-YE. A wife: wives being sometimes apt to 
question their husbands whither they are going. Obsolete. 
WHITTINGTON’s COLLEGE. Newgate: built or repaired by 

the famous lord mayor of that name. — 

WHORE-MONGER. A man that keeps more than one mistress. 
A country gentleman, who kept a female friend, being re- 
proved by the parson of the parish, and styled a whore- 
monger, asked the parson whether he had a cheese in his 
house, and being answered-in the affirmative, ‘ Pray,’ 
says he, ‘does that one cheese make you a cheese-monger ?’ 

Wuokre Pipr. The sugar-stick. - 

WuoBe’s Birp. A debauched fellow, the largest of all birds. 
He sings more like a whore’s bird than a canary bird ; said 
of one who has a strong manly voice. : 

Wuore’s Curse. A piece of gold coin, value five shillings 
and three pence, frequently given to women of the town by 
such as professed always to give gold, and who, before the 
introduction of those pieces, always gave half a guinea. 

Wuore’s KITLING, or WHORE’s Son. A bastard. 

Wuow BALL. A milk-maid: from their frequent use of the 
word whow, to make the cow stand still in milking. Ball 
is the supposed name of the cow. Rural cant. 

WIsBLg. Bad drink. 

WIBLING’s WitcH. The four of clubs: from one James 
Wibling, who, in the reign of King James I. grew rich by 

' private gaming, and was commonly observed to have that 
card, and never to lose a game but whien he had it not. 

WICKET. A casement: also, a little door. 

Wipow’s -WEEDs. Mourning clothes of a peculiar fashion, 
denoting her state. A grass widow; a discarded mistress. 
A widow bewitched; a woman whose husband is abroad, 
and said, but not certainly known, to be dead. 
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Wire. A fetter fixed to one leg. oa set 
Wire IN WatTeR CoLours. .A: mistress, or concubine; 
water colours being, like, their engagemeuts, easily effaced 
or dissolved. , os . _ 
WiGcaNnowns. - A man wearing a large wig. 
Wiessy. . Mr. Wigsby ; a man wearing a wig. . .. : 
WiLp Rocurs. Rogues trained up to stealing from their 
cradles. = ee _.. go 
WILD Squirt. A looseness. | - . 
WILD-GoosE CHASE. A tedious uncertain pursuit, like the 
' following a flock of wild geese, who are remarkably shy.. 
Wiciine Tit. A free horse, or a coming girl. ~ 
WLLLow. Poor, and of no reputation, To wear the willow ; 
to be abandoned by a lover or mistress. . 
WIN.. .A penny. 7 : 
WIND. To raise the wind ; to procure money. 
Winp. A man transported for life: among the flash people 
it ‘is termed, he is Jagged for his wind. , : 
WINDER. ‘Transportation for life. The blowen has napped 
a winder for a lift; the wench is transported for life for 
stealing in a shop. 
WINDING-PosT (To NAP THE). To be transported. 
WIND-MILL. The fundamevt. She has no fortune but her 
mills: i.e. she has nothing but her **** and ****, . 
WINDFALL. A legacy, or any accidental accession of pro- 


~~ 


perty. —_ 
WINDY. Foolish. A windy fellow; a simple fellow. 
Wines. Arms. Sea term. . 
Wink. To tip one the wink ; to give a signal by winking the 


eye. , 
WINNINGS. Plunder, goods, or money acquired .by theft. 
WINTER CRICKET. A tailor. | 
WINTER’s Day. He is like a winter’s day, short and nasty. 
Wire. A blow, or reproach. I'll give you a wipe on the 
- chops. That story gave him a fine wipe: also, a hand- 
kerchief. | 
Wipr. A handkerchief. Cant. : , 
Wirz Drawer. A pickpocket, one who steals handker- 
_ chiefs; He drew a broad, narrow, cam, or specked wiper; 
. he picked a. pocket of a broad, narrow, cambrick, or. co- 
loured handkerchief. : 
Wise MEN or GotHam. — Gotham is a village ia Nottingham- 
shire: its magistrates are said to have attempted to hedge in 
- a cuckoo; a bush, called the cuckoo’s bush, is still shown in 
support of the tradition. A thousand other ridiculous stories 
are told of the men of Gotham. | 
WisEAcRE. A foolish conceited fellow. 
R 
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WISEACRE’s HALL. Gresham College. 

Wisry Castors. Heavy blows given by scientific pugilists, 
tending to take the fight out of each other. Lancashire 
cant. A favourite phrase of Bob Gregson. 

WitcuEr. Silver. Witcher bubber; a silver bowl. Wit- 
cher tilter; a silver hilted sword. Witcher cully ; a silver- 
smith. Bae 

WossLE. To boil. Pot wobbler; one who boils a pot. 

Worr.e. To eat or to drink. 

WOLF IN THE STOMACH. A monstrous or canine appetite. 

Woop. In a wood; bewildered, in a maze, in a peck of 
troubles, puzzled, or at a joss what course to take in any 
business. To look over the wood; to ascend the pulpit, 
to preach: I shall look over the wood at St. James’s on 
Sunday next. To luok through the wood; to stand in the 
pillory. Up to the arms in wood ; in the pillory. 

Woop PECKER. A by-stander, who ‘bets whilst another 
plays. 

Woopcock. A tailor with a long bill. 

WoopeEN Haseas. A coffin. A man who dies in prison is 
said to go out with a wooden habeas, He went out with a 

. wooden habeas ; i.e. his coffin. 

Woopen Spoon. © (Cambridge.) The last junior optime. 
See WRANGLER, OPTIME. 

WoopDEN Horsg. To ride the wooden horse was a military 
punishment formerly in use. This horse consisted of two 
or more planks about eight feet long, fixed together so as 
to form a sharp ridge or angle, which answered to the 
body of the horse. Jt was supported by four ‘posts, about 
six feet long, for legs. A head, neck, and tail, rudely cut 
in wood, were added, which completed the appearance of 
a horse. On this sharp ridge delinquents were mounted, 
with their hands tied behind them; and to steady them (as 
it was said), and lest the horse should kick them off, one or 
more firelocks were tied to each leg. In this situation they 
were sometimes condemned to sit for an hour or two; but, 
at length, it having been found to injure the soldiers 
materially, and sometimes to rupture them, it was left off 
about the time of the accession of King George I. A 
wooden horse was standing in the Parade at Portsmouth as 
‘late as the year 1750. 

WoopEN Rurr. The pillory. See Norway NECKLOTH. 

WoopeEN SurtoutT. A coffin. 

WOMAN OF THE Town, or WOMAN OF PLEASURE. A pros: 
titute. 

WOMAN AND HER HusBAND. A married couple, where the 
woman is bigger than her husband, 
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WoMAN’s CONSCIENCE. Never satisfied. 

WOMAN OF ALL Work. Sometimes applied te a female ser- 
‘vant, who refuses none of her master’s commands. 

Woo.sBiRD. A sheep. Cant. | ; 

WOOL-GATHERING. Your wits are gone a wool-gathering ; 
saying to an absent man, one in a reverie, or absorbed in 
thought. 

WooLuEyY Crown. A soft-headed fellow. | 

WoRD GRUBBERS. Verbal critics: and, also, persons who 
use hard words in common discourse. ' 

WorD PECKER. A punster, one who plays upon words. — 

Worp or Moutu. To drink by word of mouth; i.e. out of 
the bow! or bottle, instead of a glass. . 

Work. To work upon any particular game, is to practise 
generally that species of fraud or depredation; as, he works 
upon the crack; he follows house-breaking, &c. A offen- 
der having been detected in the very fact, particularly in 
cases of coining, colouring base metal, &c. is emphatically 
said to have been grabbed at work, meaning to imply, that 
the proof against him being so plain, he has no ground of 
defence to set up. 

WoRK-BENCH. A bedstead. Cant. 

Wor.pD. All the world and his wife; every body, a great 
company. 7 

WRANGLERS. At Cambridge, the first class (generally of 
twelve) at the annual examination for a degree. There are 
three classes of honours, wranglers, senior optimes, and 
junior optimes. Wranglers are said to be born with golden 
spoons in their mouths, the senior optimes with silver, and 
the junior with leaden ones. The last junior optime is called 
the wooden spoon. Those who are not qualified for honours 
are either in the gulf, (that is, meritorious, but not deserving 
of being in the three first classes,) or among the os woaaos, 
the many. -See PLucK, APOSTLES, &c. 

Wrap Rascal. A red cloak: called, also, a roquelaire. 

WRINKLE. A wrinkle-bellied whore; one who has had a 
number of bastards: child-bearing leaves wrinkles in a wo- 
man’s belly. To take the wrinkles out of any one’s belly; 
to fill it out by a hearty meal. You have one wrinkle 
more in your a-se; i.e. you have one piece of knowledge 
more than you had, every fresh piece of knowledge being 
supposed, by the vulgar naturalists, to add a wrinkle to that 

art. | | 

WRINKLE. To utter a falsehood. Cant. 

WRINKLER. A person prone to lying: such a character is 
called, also, a gully, which is, probably, an abbreviation of | 
Gulliver, and from hence, to gully signifies to lie, or deal 
in the marvellous. | 
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WRY Mourn AND A PISSEN wale OF BREECHES. Hang- 
ing, - . 

Wry Nerck Day. Hanging day. 

WYN. See WIN. 
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XANTIPPE. The name of Socrates’ wifes now used to sig- 
nify a shrew, or scolding. wife. | 
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YACK.”. A-watch. Obsolete. 

YAFFLING. Eating. + Cant. 

Yam. To eat or stuff heartily. a 

YANKEY, or YANKEY DooDLE: A booby, or ‘oentry lont 

’ aname given to the New Englandmen in North Anierica. 
A general appellation for an American. 

YARMOUTH Capon. A red herring: Yarmouth being a fa- 
mous place for curing herrings. 

_ YARMOUTH PyE. A pye made of ereings highly. nied: 
‘which the city of Norwich is, by charter, bound to ‘present 
annually to the king. _ 

YARN. Yarning, or spinning a yarn, is a favourite amuse- 

'. ment among flash people, signifying to relate their various 

- adventures, exploits, and escapes, to each other. This is 
most common and gratifying among persons -in confinement 

' or exile, to enliven a dull hour, and probably excite a secret 
hope of one day enjoying 'a repetition of their former plea- 

sures. See BONED. A person expert at telling these-stories 
is said to spin a fine yarn. A man using a great deul of 
rhetoric, and exerting all his art totalk another person out 
- of any thing he is intent upon, the latter will answer;: ‘Aye, 

‘‘ aye, you can spm a good yarn, but it won't do;’ meaning, 
all your eloquence will not: have the desired effect. ~ 

YARUM., Milk. Cant. | 

YEa-AND Nay Man. A queker, a sinipe fellow; one who 
‘ean only‘ answer yes or no. 

YELLOW. -To look yellow; to-be jealous. | happened to call 

~ on Mr. Green, who was out; on coming home, and findin 
me with his wife, he: began to look confounded. blue; “a ane 
‘was, F thought,’ a little yellow. aed 

Yetiow BELLY. A native of the fens of Lineolnshire an 
' allusion to the eels caught there. 

YELLOW Boys. Guineas. 
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14.P. Tocryout. Yelper; a town crier: also, one apt to 
make great complaints on trifling occasions. 

\-LPERS. Wild beasts. ; 

‘ecxr, A contraction of yesterday. 

y‘KED. Married. A yoke; the quantum of labour _per- 
iurmed at one spell by husbandmen, the day’s work being 
‘vided in summer into three yokes. Kentish term. 

Youurr. A chest or,box. 

york. To look ata person. Cant. 

YORKSHIRE TYKE. A Yorkshire clown. To come Yorkshire 
over any one; to cheat him. 

YoukEL. Acountryman. Cant. 

Youne Ong. A familiar expression of contempt for another’s 
ignorance, as, ‘ah! I see you’rea young one:’ ‘iow d’ye 
do, young one?’ 

Yowt. Tocry aloud, or howl. 
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ZAD.- Crooked, like the letter Z. He is a mere zad, or, 
perhaps, zed; a description of a very crooked or deformed 
person. 

ZANY. The jester, jack pudding, or merry andrew to a 
mountebank. 

ZEDLAND. Great part of the west country, where the letter 
Z is substituted for S: as zee for see, zun forsun, &c. &c. 
This prevails through the counties of Devonshire, Dor- 
setshire, and Somersetshire. 

Zoc, or Soc. A blow. I gid him a zoc; I gave him a blow. 
West country. 

Zoucu, or Stoucuw. A slovenly ungenteel man, one who 
has a stoop in his gait. A slouched hat; a hat with its 


_ brims let down, or uncocked. 


U 
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ZouNDs. An exclamation. An abbreviation of God’s wounds. Pa 


wa 
ee 


THE END. 


/ 
/ 
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MARCHANT, Priuter, Ingram-Court, Fencburch-Street. 
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